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THE

PREFACE.

HE Learned World having
been for fome years in ex-
pectation of a Defcription of

the Antiquities of Palmyra

from fome accurate Traveller, whofe
Curiofity might prompt him to vifit
thofe Defarts, that he might enrich Ex-
rope with the Rarities of that remote
Province of the Eaft, of which theWorld
had had but a very obfcure, if any, ac-
count ; fome worthy Englith Mer-
chants, purfuant to the Ditates of that
nobler Genius, that attuates the gene-
rous Members of the Levans Company,
overlookt all the Difficulties and Ha-
zards, that accompany fuch an Eater-
prize, and attempted the Difcovery.
And though the firft Effay was not
crown’d with fo good Succefs, as it de-
fervid, through the Treachery and Bafe-
nefs of the Arab Prince, who at that
' A 3 time




The P refdce.

time govern'd the Country 5 the fecond
Voyage was perform’d to the great Sa-
tisfaction of Mankind, and ’tis to their

Munificence, that we owe thofe Jour-

nals, which the Royal/Society hath lates
ly publitit, Nor is this the only In.
flance, wherein thofe eminent Mer-
chants have beea Bencfators to the
Commonwealth of Letters ; their Gom-
pany canfifting of Men of good Bigth,
and gentile Education, of liberal For-
tunes, and as large Minds; and may
their Succels in their worldly Affairs be
fujted to their great Deferts, may they
always flourifh, and always be ina ca-
pacity to do worthy Aétions.

To the jealous Arabs the Underta-
king feem’d ridiculous, that prudent
Men fhould contra@ a great Expence
only to tranfcribe a few imperfed In-
fcriptions, and take 2 view of old Ru-
ines, and perhaps there are {ome Cen-
fors who live nearer than the Defarts of
Zadbmur, whoare of the fame opinion ;

‘but the Men of Judgment in all Ages

have entertained different Sentiments,
and Providence feems to have been par-
ticularly concern’d in the Prefervation

of
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of many Fragments of Antique Litte-
rature. When * Strabo treats of Olyn- * Lapaz.
thus, and other Cities of Greece, which
had been utterly deftroy'd before bis time,
infomuch as whofoever traveld thofe
parts, might juftly queftion, whither ever
thofe places had been inbabited ; he fub-
joins, that the Curious and Inguifitive
were pleas’d to vifit thofe Ruines, being
defirous to fee the Theatres, where [o
many noble Actions had been perform'd,
and to pay Homage to the Afbes of thofe
Lluftrious Perfons, who lay there buried
(And what a Spirit of Emulation does

it raife in every generous Soul to prompt
him to {ublime Acions, when he views
the Tombs, or hears the Story of the
Heroes of former Ages?) And in the
days of T Lucian, when many Cities bad t In Cha-
been (wallowed up of Earthquakes, or bu- "™
ried in the Sea, tho' Rivers themfelves
had been loft, and abforpt, that they ne-
ver more appear’d, yet the Tomb of Ina-
chus was preferv'd ar Argos, a Memori-

al of the Atchievements of that firft King

of the Morea.

Neither Strabo, nor Mela, take a~y
notice of Palmyra, nor (which is more
to be admired) many of the Arabian

A 4 Geogra-
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Geographers, neither Alferganus, nor
the Geographer commonly called the
Nubian, neither Nuaffer Eddin nor -
lug Beig, fet out by our Learned Mr.
Greaves ; its Situation was very remote
from both Rome and Athens, in the
midft of vaft Defarts, which deter’d the
curious Traveller ; and its Empire, and
Glory were fo fhort-lived, that we ean-
not expect a large Defcription of its
State and Fortunes from the ancient
Writers. But {uch Memorials, as ei-
ther they, or the later Hiftorians have
afforded, T have taken care to digeft
into method, and to offer them to the
prefent Age. Had we Domninus the
Hiftorian of Antioch, who lived in the
Neighbourhood, or Philoftratus of A-
thens, or Nicoftratus of Trebizond, who
wrote the Hiftory of thofe times, par-
ticularly the Affairs of the Eaft, it
would have been no difficult Province
to have given a more perfect account
of that Country ; or had we but that
one Oration of the moft accurate Lox-
ginus, which he wrote in praife of 0-
dwnathus, - that no doubt would have
furnifht a fufficient ftock of Materials
toward the writing the Life of that

Great
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Great Man ; but thefe are Bleflings loft
to the World, and, 1 fear, paft retric-
ving.

It may look like a bold, and daring
Undertaking, to adventure to builda
Large Structure with fo few Materials ;
but [ have been as careful in my ac-
counts, as [ was qualified tobe, and ac-
cording to my Underftanding have con-
fir'd my feIf to the ftri@ Rules of
Truth, and exadly followed my Vou-
chers, (whom for that reafon I have ci-
ted in the Margin;) for he, who pre-
tends to write Hiftory without Autho-
rities, may be faid to be Author of a
Romance, or a ColleGor of Dreams,
but can never be allowed to be a good
Hiftorian. And if I have been, asl take
it for granted, miftaken in any of my
Conjettures, (as 1havefrequently taken
that liberty, but no where, that [ know
of, without {ome grounds for my fodo-
ing) it is nowonder, and will be eafily
pardoned, when’tis confider’d, thate-
ven the Hiftorians of that Country, and
of the early Ages, knew not all the
particulars of the Palmyrene Affairs;
that Zheodoriz himfelf the Bithop of Cy-

rus
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rusin Cyrrheflica, a Neighboufiﬁg Pro-

vince, 10 lefs than two hundred years
after the Reign of Odenathus, is {o mi-
ftaken, as to affirm, that Zewobia was
conflituted the Toparch of Syria, and
Phenicia by the Perfians, after they
had routed the Romans, and that he,
who digs in a dark Mine, may be al-
lowed a little failure in his Work ; and
I fhall thank any Learned Man, who
thall corre&t my Errors, and fet the Hi-
fiory in a better light.

I have dealt with my Reader, as I
love to be treated my felf, having been
always pleafed with a full account of
whatever is material on any fubjed,
when profeftly handled ; and [ have gi-
ven my Authorities in the Margin, not
to make a fhow of much acquaintance
with Books, but to inform the Reader
that I have not impofed on him, and to
dire@ him where he may f(atisfy him-
felf, if he doubts. I have ufed the words
Palmyra and Tadbmar promifcuoufly,
becaufe, though the new name, whither
impofed by a Conquercr, or given for
any other reafon, - prevaild among the
Grecks and Romans, yet the old $yriac

: name
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name kept its Intereft among the Na-
tives, and has at this day recoverd an
entire Pofleffion, as fome other neigh-
houring Cities in that Country have
done: So Cafareain Paleftine is at pre=
fent call’d, as of old, Paweas ; and Petra
in Arabia, is now named Bofra, to omit
other Inftances. For,as*dm- = ,

: : Lib, 14. ¢. 8. Selen-
mianus Marcelinys has Wﬁ_“ cus Nicator urbes con-
obferv'd, When Seleucus Ni-. gru‘fx;t &m!tis{3 opibus
cator rebuilt many old Cities e S hefions plres
in Syrla, (among whom we qyt;: licet Grzcis nomi-
may. reckon Palmyra ) and . Sooamplens s
gave them S!I’E”grb and Ri- pofita funt conditoris,
ches, tho manyaf them are flill - Primogenit tamenno-

2 mifia non amlttunt,qua:
called by the Greek Names; ex Affyri lingud infti-
which their Founder Seleucus tutores veteres indide-
gavethem; yet they did at the i
Jame time among the Natives retain their
old Syrian Appellations, which their firft
Founders impofed. (Hence came i, that
the new name of Adrianople given to
Palmyra, was in alittle time worn out
and tho’ the Greeks called the Ifland of
Corfica *+ Cyrnus, the Natives ftill main- Diod.Sic.
tain’d the Intereft of the true name, and ~ s
it continues to this day ; and tho’ He- swph. . =
raclea was for a while called Pliffarchia, 7o\ ™"
in time it afferted its ancient Right, and

was
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l
! .
i was called as formerly, Heraclea’) And |
ﬂ . I heartily with, that the Learned Men, l
who have vifited thofe Oriental Coun-
tries had furnifht themfelves with In-
ftruments, and fpent fome time in tak-
_ ing the exa& Longitudes and Latitudes
h ot the feveral Cities.
| Is the Chronological Accounts, I have
followed the commonly receivid Epo-
| chas, and accordingly fixt my Series of
i . Times, without entring into an over-
il nice Examination of particular Difputes
i . 1n Chronology, which w4s not fo con-
‘ fonant to my prefent Subje@, having
i | fixt the year of the Creation according
i . to the Computation of our moft Learn-
b ed Arch-bithop Z/fher. I have freely
i ufed the mames of the Heathen Gods,
i (tho’ for the moft part with a diftin-
guithing Epithet ;) and befides, the ne-
ceflity of my Subject, which obliged me
to it, I might plead the ufual pra&ife in
other Languages, that the Fathers did
the fame ; and fome of the antient Chri-
i ftians, who went larger lengths than [
i - ever durft, witoefs that Epitaph in Gra-
* voso, 2er”, (Jovis optimi maximi beneficio hic
2 in [pe refurreitionis quiefeit ;) nor can 1
be perfwaded, that fuch Studies are dif-
agreeable

18 | = | c

= —

v

e I R e
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agreeable to my Profeffion, (if any paf
fage of that kind appears in the Hiftory,
I here renounce it, and may it be, asif
it had never been faid or written) while
the Learned Synefius hath publifht the
Life of Zyphon, and Ofiris, St. Amérofe,
(as ’tisfaidg and Palladius, the Hiftory
of the Brachmanes, and Nonnus, befides
his Paraphrafe upon St. Fohn, was the
Author of the Dionyfaca. ‘Tho’, after
all, I muft profefs, I expe to be treat-
ed rudely by fome fowre Criticks ; but
having no private defign in thefe Pa-
pers, 1 thall pleafe my felf to be corre@ed
by a Man of Senfe and Temper, and
for the reft of the Tribe, they are be-
neath Confideration; it muft beacknow-
ledg’d, that a Treatife of this kind oughe
to have been written in the Learned
Language, (as probably it may be here-
after ;) but it was requifite to publifh
the Commentary in the fame Language
with the Text, and that the Journals*
having been fet forth in Englifh, the Hi-.
ftory ought to be written in the fame
Tongue ; and had nota good part of my
Papers, when finifht, been unhappily loft -
paft retrieving, my Genius alfo naufea-
ting the Drudgery of doing the fame
thing
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thing over again, I might perhaps have
managgd the Subject with more Accu-
r. 2s8. racy. Ihave affirmed, that the Sarurns
and Jupiters of the Heathens were born
after the days of Job and of Jofbua, and
herein | have followed the Fathers, par-
ticularly Theophilus of Antioch, (an eX-
cellent Chronologift, and who by that
i unanfwerable Argument hath ruined ail
that was then faid for the Eteraity of the
World, and of the Heathen Gods) who
in one place of his excellent Work a- |
gaintt Autolycus, (which for this reafon
is juftly ftiled by Ladlantius, liber de
* La.p.s8. femporibus ) affirms, ™ that Saturn, Fa- _
piter, Neptane, and Pluto, were much ﬂ
younger than the Creation ; inafecond, '
t L.3. p.} that Jupiter was much younger than
258 Mofes, and the Law ; but more exprefly
|| P.282. in a third, || that Cronus and Belus, i. e. _
Saturn, as Thallus fays in his Hiftory, i
lived but 322 years before the Zrojan
War; whereas Mofes lived 630 years
before that famous Epocha. And the
Chronologer Peravius ptoves, that when
Saturn fled into Italy, driven out by his
Son Jupiter, Ebud was then a Judge in
Ifrael, about the year 1330 before
_ Chrift ; and that from the time of Fa-’
{43 Hus, f

L .
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nus, to whom Saturr fled, to Eneas,
the whole was not 200 years.
: The Arabick Authors, as well as the
‘ - common People of the Country, are to
this day pofeft with the Opinion, that
Zadmur was buile by Solomon, and thag
by the help of Spirits, as was alfo Baal-
bec, (fays Benjamin Tudelenfis) the fue
- perftitious Jews and Arabs thinking . ic
1 impoffible that Art fhould perfect a (tus
Pendous Building without the affiftance
of a familiar. If the City werc de-
ftroy’d by Nebachadnezzar, before he
laid fiege to Ferufalem, as Fobn Malela
exprefly affirms, and in this account we
§ may give him Credit, becaufe he was of
thac Country, and may be prefum’d,
not to be ignorant of the Affairs of Sy-
ria) thenit is notimprobable,that Seleye
: cus Nicator, the Founder of the Syrian
i Empire, rebuilt Zadbmur, as he did ma-
ny otner Cities 5 and that then, in ho-
‘ nour to him, and compliance with both
their Benefa®or and Conqueror; they
dated their publick Writings from the
firft year of his Empire, the era Seley-
cidarum, as it is commonly fliled. The Si-
tuation of the City fitted it fora publick ,, , ,
Mart, and the Cities Alalis, Sura, and | e
\ Alamata, '
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Alamata, being parts of Palmyrene, and
| | built on the Banks of the Eupbrates, may
be prefumed the Ports, where they
brought their Goods, either exported,
or imported on that noble River, the
Cities being fubject to the Re-publick.
: Of what Bignels, and Capacity for car- |
! riage the River that did run by its Walls
L | was, we know not, it having been ma-
| ny years fince abforpt.  That there ran
a River there in Ptolemy’s time, the
Geogragrapher affirms exprefly, that
many other Rivers have been loft in
Earthquakes, to which the Eaftern
Regions are very fubje, no Man doubts;;
| and fome which yet continue to run, are
| L.1.c.13. foon buried : Mela avers, that a great
! River arifes near Corycus in Cilicia ; and
I having made a great noife, is immedi-
ately {wallow’d, and difappears ; and the
River that runs by Aleppo, is in a few
hours afterward buried in the Sands.

When the Romans began to enlarge
their Conquefts in Syria, T queftion not
it | but Palmyra was under the JurifdiGtion
of the Arabs; for when Pompey the Great,
after the Death of the famous Mithra-
dates, marcht againft Aretas the King
of the Arabs, (Appian calls him King l;)f ‘
k| the

L |



the Nabatear drabs) anm. V. C. 690,
ante Chriftum 63, his Kingdom reachg
from the River Edphrates to the Red

Sea, fays Dio,. (in which compafs Pas. L 3¢

myra maft be included;) this Arétas
was doubtlels one of the A/ Hariths
of the Arabians, who were Kings of
Geffan, and:in later Ages Lords of 7 adh-
mur. After which time, I believe, it
ackpowledg'd the Roman Power, bug
was govern'd by its own Laws, having
under its. immediate Juridi&ion, be-
fides the. three. Cities on the River al-
ready mentioned, twelve more in the
Inland of Syria. When Zrajan made his;
glorious Expedition into Perfia, 1 coge
jecture, Palmyra was;a Sufferer in the:
common. Calamity of that Country,
for Pliny fays, it was. fometime in the
Roman, at others in. the Parthian In-
tereft, or elfe it would not have need-
ed Zadrign's affiftance to rebuild, and.
beautify it; while other Cities tafted
of Zrajan’s Bounty, for from Zrajan’s
Expedition. (in the S$th year of his
Reign, of Chri(t 105.) ‘the Inhab-
tants of Bozrg and Petra, dated their
Writings, fays the Author of the A-

B lexandrian
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L3.p105. Jexandrian Chronicle : and :{gﬁmw af ;
firms, that at Zaragardia, not far from E
the Euphrates on the Perfian fide, in'his |
time there flood a noble Throne built |
of ftone, which the Natives called 7ra-
jan's Throne ; erected, 1 doubt not, in
memory of his illuftrious Atchieve-
ments in that Country. But whate-"

'. ver Palmyra might have fuffered un-¥

i der Zrajan, wes repaird by his Suc

f ceffor, who gave the City his own

| name, and they im Gratitude made

i : Vows for his Recovery; not in the

&l laft, the roth of his Reign, as thro’

& p.33, 36 Hafte is faid, (he reigned almoft 22

N years;) but in the {eventeenth, from

[{ which” Sickoefs "he recoverd to dye

afterwards in ‘greater torment, (and’

this I mention here, that I may corret’ .
the Miftake in the Hiftory: ) To this
City Septimius Severus may alfo be
prefumed a Benefactor, (to' whom be-
fore his famous Expedition againft the
spart. vit. Parthians, when he routed Niger, with’
f‘f";;”" whom the Arabs, Parthians, and the
""" Inhdbitants of Adiabene, join'd their I
Forces) the Re-publick gave: their af-
fiftance agaioft the Allies  of the Em-
TR pire, l
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pire, and adopted “his name into their
moft eminent Families ; aftef which
time, till the Reign of ' Zéwodia, I take
them to have been in confederacy
with, and {ubject to the Emperors ;
for they: affified both Alexander Se-
verus and Gordian, in their Expeditis
ons into the Faft agaioft the Perfians,
as the-Inferiptions teftify ; only-it looks
probable, that wpon the Captivity of
Valerian, the Senate for a4 while dil
fembled their Interefts, and acknow-
ledg’d the Power ‘of ‘Sapores. 1n the
Battel at Tmwme; where Zenobia was
routed, 8. Hierom affirms, that Pom-
peianus. the Frank fettled av Anrioch,
but - rthe Family was unqueftionably
fixt in that Country long: before 3 capiti
for when Marcus the Philofopher un. Aaros:

N

. dertook the ' German War, he married

his Daughter to Clasdius Pompeimiui,
who: was of = Autioch.  This alfe I
mention to corre another Miftake.
After the Captivity of Zenodia, the
City was a Spetacle of pity; but bes
ing a neceffary Frontier, was repair’d,
and in Dioclefan’s time was the Seat
of the Governor of the Province, In

B 2 " the
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F. 8.

the days of Conflantius, the Iphabi-
taots were noted, as mow, for great
Robbers, fays the old Geographer, fot
out by Gothafred, and govern'd by Wo-
men ; but that I take for granted is
an Error,, as if, when, Zesobia had be-.
gun to wield a Scepter, none but her
own Sex in that Country durft pre-

Malelpart tend  to command.  Zheodofius: the.
139 Great divided Libanefta from the Sea-

couft of Phenicia, and made it a di-

" fhinék Provinge, Emefa being the Me-

tropolis, under whole JurifdiGion Pal
wyra Was pus, and (o continued, whemn
the Followers of Mabower had made

themfelves Mafters of that Country,

and for many Centuries after ; forin 4
bulfedas's time, above 1 300 after Chrift,
Tadbmar acknowledg'd: Eems, (Eme-
fa) its. Metropolis, and: probably it was
fo.after his time. In the Reign of the

2 r.28.cd. lame Theodofius, (if* Bthicus, or who-

Giron,

ever goes under that name, lived in
thole days) or before: (for St. Hierome
is faid to have tranflated him) Paimy-
ra is reckoned among the famous
Towos of the Eaft; as it is alfo by

t r. 8. T Fulius Eonorius, who lived before

Theo-

B e
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Theodoric ; for Caffiodore mentions him,
(Patmira damafcus, véad Palmyra, Da-
mafeus ) and the Author of the Alexan
drian Chronicon among the famous
Cities of the fourth Chimate, reckons
Palmyra, with Apawea, Emefa, &c. in
Cile Syria. In Juftinian’s time it be-
came the Refidence of the Governor
of the Eaft, and fubje& to the Con-
Santinopolitan Empire, but *tis proba-
ble did not continue leng in that State ;
for about the year of Chrift 640.
when Heraclis was Emperor, Faba-
lah the Son of Al Tham was Ring of
‘G:igfm, and Lord of Tadbmur, (perhaps
a Tributary to Heracliys) who being
overcome by Omar the Caliph, one of
Mabomer’s Succeflors, fubmitted, and
tura’d Mahometan ; bat, repenting, heé

afterward went to Conflantinople, and Pococ. mot.
became a Chriftian ; and at this time, ;ﬁﬂ'fp;f_m'
1 believe, Maliometanifm fettled it felf p. 77,135
at Zadbmar, the Tribe of ‘Gaffan being

before thofe days Chriftian.

I fhall not particularly undertake to
demonftrate the Ufefulnefs of Coins
and Infcriptions, the Learnéd World

B 3 hath
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hath been already fully convincid of
that truth ; how many difficult, and
obfcure Paflages in - Chronology have
been fet in their due light, how ma.
ny Serics of Kings have been regular-
ly deduc’t, what Rites and Cuftoms
both facred and civil have been by
thofe helps difcoverd, needs no fur-
ther proof; though were there no-
thing el'e at Palmyra to be feen, but
the noble Ruines of the Temples and
Palaces, built accerding to the beft
and boldeft Rules of the ancient Atr-
chiteGure, I fhould think a Journcy
thither on that Errand alone worth
the Undertaking. And though the
oldeft of the Palmyrere Infcriptions is
a hundred years younger than our blef-
fed Saviour’s Incarmation (as I have
made appear in the Commentary) yet
they are not {0 contemptible as fome
have imagin’'d, but afford us fome
Memorials of thofe times, which nop

. ‘where elfe occur., And by the fame

Argument, (the ufe of the Greek ¢,
which. appears: not - till about Demi-

Pign's time) by which I poftpone the

oldeft Infeription. at Tadhmur: a hun-
i ' ;  dred
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dred years, may we prove the Spuri,
oufnefs of that Table prefervd at
Rome, which is reported to contain the
very Title, which by Pilate’s Order
was affixt to the Crofs of our Lord,
for therein Nalagevay is written with
the {ame fort of €.

It muft be confeft, that in the Pal
myrene Infcriptions are fome peculiar
words, which occur not in the Lexica,
as zwpiwy, Ousghaniar, &c.) of which
{ort there are more in other old Mar-
bles ; mor is it any wonder, that in a
remote part of Syria, where _
a different Language Was  pric. in dpul. Apolog.
prkal, the Greek fhould p-67. De fgfere _Hs?ra:
. Dyniorim Prianfenf.
not I?B o pure, as.at ‘AH’TE{”’ feiunt - dottiores ufque-
and in fuch cafes a CI‘I[le uo, huc, progredi licet,
H : ; _ feripta hoe genus non in-
is left to h.].S i Owﬂ ! ] Udg' tra Lexicorum fepta co-
ll'le_ﬂt < Doris lt.‘a I?lﬁchf EI.'CEL]_.d;‘E: fdl‘isq', de ']1‘1_
tation to his Fidelity, or ferpretis ide, ac judicio
it . he.h confare, * gui fciet, ubi
acumen, .l e nappen to legein fequi, ubi dare o
wander, where he has no porteat. -
Guide,

The_ Ufefulnefs of the Journals a.n_d_
Hiftory will  never be controverted,
B4 when
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when ‘tis confider’d, ‘that they give
us the ‘account of a ‘Country, hard-
Iy ‘before known to ‘the ‘prefent Age,
and of many Rites and Cermonies,
which the European World counts i
diculous, but will appear very ancient
and defenfible ; for no 'Nation ‘under
Heaven hath been f{o tenacious of old
Ufages, as the Orientals. Of which
I fhall give a few inftarices,

That the Aribs fhould Tufped the
Europeans, that in thofe Rumes, a-
mong fo many Sepulchres, they fhould
feck for Treafures, i no wonder to
me, fince it was very ufual under the
Foundations of all magnificent Stru-
&ures to bury great Sums of Mo-
ney, probably that the Coin, When the

. Building was ruinous, might difcover

the Founder, Talifmans al(d being fet
up in feveral places to dire@ the cu-

iy wig rious Enquirer.  Thus * Rbodanes found

0¢s

cod. 94

a great quantity of Gold by the Di-
rections of a Pillar, upon which wag -
pourtrayed a Lyon ; and a like Story
is related in the Life of Zfp: And
in David's Tomb, Foftphus fays, -ﬂl‘jle

- High.
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ﬂigh-?rie'ft Hyreanus found 4 vt
Treafure ; but the Auathor of ‘the

* Alescandrian Chironicle avers, that it * r.g64

was Hezekiah, 'who firft ‘open’d the
Tomb to Thow the Riches ‘of his An-
ceftors ‘to the King ‘of Babylow's Am-
baffadors, ‘and ‘that ‘for profar’ﬁﬂg‘ﬁ]t
Athes of his Fathers, God devoted his
Pofterity to Captivity.

That they fhould acconnt a young
Canel dreft a ‘noble Feaft, will ¢eafe
to 'be a Subje& of wonder or diver-
fion, when we Yemember, that Cuftom
is the Judge of ‘good ‘or coarfe Meats,
thit'every Nation, even in'‘the civiliz'd
parts ‘of Europe, differ in their Noti-
ons of preferable Difhes, and ‘that 2
Treat 'of the beft things the Countr
affords ‘ought to be ‘reckon’d a Feaft,
To ‘which we thay ‘add, that their Ane
ceftors lived on ‘the faine fires that

¥ Strabo calls ‘the Arabs of his time t L .
Canmel-earers ; that || St. Hierome avers, | 775
that the Arabs and Saracens, and all vinL.2.c6.

other the barbarots Tnhabitarits of 'the
Defart, lived wpon the Milk and ‘Fleﬂ}
0
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of  their. Camels, (and fo fays Abulfa-
rajus), that both * Ariftetle and +t Pliny
reckon the Flefh, and the Milk of
Camels, not only among the whole-
fome, but among delicious Meats ;
and that || Aerodotus affirms, that the
Perfians of quality on their Birth-
days, .( which was a folemn Feftival
among them) among other Dilhes,
treated their Friends with a whole
Oxe, and a whole Camel dreft ; that
* Antiphanes fays, that a Camel {erv'd
up hot was a Feaft for a King; and
that the Emperor + Elagabalus (who
was a Native of that part of Syria,
where the Emir, who treated the Eng-
lith Merchants, lived) .in imitation of
Apicius (who was_no contemptible
Judge of luxurious Eating, having
{pent a, fair Eftate in the Gratifica-
tions of  his Palate, and being fince
his Death quoted as_an Author for
all the Varieties of the old Copkery)
ufed to eat the feet of Camels,.as an
extraordinary Dith ; and when_ he
would appear magnificent, .caufed to
be. brought in at Supper entire
o Camels

P —— ’-s"—-:-a-:":'-—-‘"?
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Camels - for the Service of . his
Friends.

Pilaw (or Rice) is another Difh a-
mong the Arabs, as allo among the
Perfians, Indians and Turks, and fo it
was ofold, fays * Strabe. The Arabs* L. xs;
of  this Age live as their Anceftors,
who wandred up and down With their
Families, and Cattel, and fixt for a
while, where-ever they found Water
for themfelves, and Grafs for their
Herds ; their Tents are now, as of
old, made of Camels Hair, (the Camel
1s in truth the moft ufeful of Animals
to them ; the Flefh is their Meat, the
Milk their Drink, their Tents are made
of their Hair, their Carriage is upon
Camels, and their Riches a numerous
Herd of them) they marry as many 4m. Mar-
Wives as they are able to maintain ; “¥n-h23:
generally hate Drunkennefs, and avoid " ™
it as the Plague; never make Water
ftanding, nor eafe nature, but in a place
of great Privacy ; and thofe, who are
military Men, fit arm’d at the Table,
and never put off their Scimitars till
’ they
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" they go to bed; all which Caftems

Ammianus obferv’d were practis'd a-
mong the old Inhabitants of thofe

_Countrics. They mealure their Jour-

fiies, net by leagués -or miles, but by
hours ‘and days, as the old Syrians
@did 5 impaleing s a Punifhment ufo-

gl to this day, and the Criminal is

forc’t to carry his Stake to the place
of Execution, as the Perfon to be eru-
cified anciently carried his Crofs, The
Cultom of putting ‘the whole Family
to Death for the Offence of thie Chief

of it, (of notorious and haitous, a5

the Murder of their Prince, ‘or ‘the
like) is not ‘quite difus’'d ‘to ‘this day
i Perfia; and as PValerian, aad o-
thers were flead alive, fo was Marc
dAnronio Bragadini, the Pewerian Go-
vefnor of FPamagufta, tortur'd by the
Turks, When Cypras was taken; his
Skin being falted and ftuft, accordir
to the old Perfian Method. And 4
the ame Palerian, clad in his Royal
Parple, with his Back lifted Sapores
into the Saddle; fo was Bajazer forc’t
t0 affilt Tamerlane, when he mme}:‘:‘.
The

e S TSR R e -;-m'.r.m?
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‘Ehe Men of Condition ufed of ‘old to.
ride with a Banner, and fo they: con-
tinue to do to this day. A Prefeat of
one or more Changes of Raiment was
2. Mark “of Favour among the 4&-
gyptians, Jews and Syrians, as long
fince: as the days of the Pariarch o~
Jeph 5 and the Habie ( the Calaar):
fent by the Grand Seignior, or the
King of Perfia, to any Subjeé or Fo=
reigner, is now one of the higheft In-
ftances of Royal Bounty.

In the. Monuments of their Dead 47anks:’

the Perfians of former Ages placed
Magi: to. keep the Tomb ; and in this
preient Age the Mahometans: give a
Maintenance to a greater or lefs num-
ber of Moullak’s, who tead the. Eaw
i the Moféhees, and'take care of the:
Sepulchres, where their Princes are in-
terr’ds . And as of old they hired: their
Women Mourners to make a folema
Lamentation at Fanerals, fo now the
Jewith Women are: hired for the fame:
purpafe. I fhall add: no more, bue
that at Aleppa, (as my worthy Eriend

Mr.

expedit.
Alex.p.144
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Apollodor.
Bibliot. 1.3
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Mr. Aaron Goodyear informs me, to
whom I profefs'my felf indebted for
many - ufeful Notices) in the. Month
of Fune the Women go to the River,
and with folemn Sorrow bewaile Zam-
muz, and afterward make themlelves
very merry ; which is no other, than
the” practice of one of the oldeft Su-
perftitions in the World, of 'which:I
thall treat at large.

The Heathen Mythologifts affirm,
that Cinyras the Aflyrian founded the
City of Paphos in the Ifland ‘of Cyprus ;
where, having ~married the Daughter
of the King of that Country,: he be-
gat Oxyporus and: Adowss 5 that Adonis
was -very beautiful, and beloved by
Venus, when an Infant, who, that he
might be bred carefully, fent him to
Proferpina to be educated; but when
fhe came to demand him, Proferpina
refus’d to deliver her Charge ; where-
upon the Controverfy was decided b
Fupiter, that the Youth fhould ftay a
third part of the year with Proferpina,
another third with Penus, and the re-

mainder

l
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mainder fhould be at his own. Difpo-
fal. But Adonis being pleas'd with the
Charms of Beauty, chole to {pend two
thirds of his"time ‘with Penus, who
paffionately - loved ~him ;. ‘for which
reafon Diana being difpleas’d with him,
fent a wild Boar to affault him, by
whofe Teeth he fell a Sacrifice to her

Indignation, - But others tell the Story vid. cyi.

differently, that Cimyras lay with his

own Daughter Myrrha, on whom hey. 273.

begat Adonis ; ‘but, being afham’d of
his: Inceft, expos’d the Infant on the
top “of the Mountains, .where the
Nymphs ourft and kept him, till he
grew a moft’ beautiful Youth, (pend-
ing moft of his time in his Sports; at
which Age Penus feeing him, fell vie
olently in love with him, and chofe
him ‘her Gallant ; that this created
Jealoufy in Mars, who turn’d himfelf
into the fhape of a wild Boar, and
{lew him; which, when Penus heard
of, fhe gave her felf up to the extrava-
gant Sallies of an ungovernable Grief,
and at laft refolv’d to follow him in-
to the Shades to demand him there ;

but
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' but Proferpina refufing to deliver him;
i they: comprimis'd the Affair, that he
' fhouldibe half:'the year in. the inferior:
World, and!the otber half in this ; up=
on Wwhich Pengs retura’d very: joyful,
and: having, inform’d; her Followets of
the Agrecment, they: inflituted: a-fo-
lemn Feftival, which was continued to
be celebrated with all: the Demenflra-
tions of publick Exultatiom:

Plutare.de ~ Bhis Story, with a little- Variation,
ol & the Zgyptian Writers: (from whom
firid. e Afiaticks deriv'd: moft of their Su-
perflitious Rites and Obfervances) tell

us, under the name of Ofirés, whom

Typhon nailed up i a Cheft, (or Cof-

fin) which: he threw iato the Nile,

that it might be {ivallowed up of the

Sea 5 that Jfis, asfopn: as fhe heard:of

it, immediately went upon the {earch

of Ofiris, inquiring of all the met, till

at latt fome Children inform'd her,

what Typhon had dome;  whereupon,

taking ~Awubis with her, fhe failed:

down the River, and through the
Qcean; till fhe came:to Byblus in Sy

ria,

=_ =
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réa;" 'where fhe found the ‘Ark'Cor
Coffin} refting upon a Sprig of Heath,
which fhe carried with her into the
Ship," and o retuvn’d “to Egypt; - and
there hid the Coffin at Buts, where
hér Son Orus was' nurft ; that Typhon
hunting in thofe ‘patts by the Light
of the Moon, Which was ther at full,
found the Coffin, “and  cutting the
Bedy’ into fourteen ‘pieces featter’d ie
up and down in feveral places;’ where-
upon [fis hearing of ‘the Fa&, fiiled
up and down the Marches in a Boat
of Reeds, till- fhe had gather'd up the
fcatter’d Limbs, ‘which fhe buried in
divers ‘places, to prevent any further
Attempts of Zyphou, and to create O-
Jiris greater honour. In the Agyptian
Month Athyr, ‘they fay, Ofiris was
flain'y and on'the feventeenth of
their Month 7ybz, Ifis return'd from
Byblus , having - {pent almoft - two
Months- in the fearch. From this O-
riginal came the practice of the &-
gyptian Priefls, who upon the firft
of thofe 'Anniverfaries pretended, that
the Body of Offris was hid ‘in - their
Al c Tem-
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Temples; where, no one knew, where-
upon they lamented him, as if that
had been the very day, wherein he
was murther'd by Zyphon ; they fhav'd,
el and ma{c_ite bald their Heads,
 Hepoaot. Euterps (the Cuftom of fuch, as were
T et s ey, in the deepeft Mourning) they
¢y Procop. in i thumpt their Breafts, they wan-
¥ dred up and down the Streets
making heavy Lamentations, (in imj-
tation. of the Mournings, and Pere-
grinations of Zfis ;) and if there hap.
pen'd to be any of the Inhabitants of -
Caria at that time in AEgype, they
{latht their Faces with Knives and Lan-
cets, (as the Priefts of Baa/ ufed to do,
when their Idol would not anfwer
them ;) they cut their Arms, and ve-
ry often made Incifions into theWounds:
of the laft year, not quite healed:
And after they had done this for fome
time, (Plutarch fays, for 4days) they
pretended to find the Body, which
they had been fo earneftly looking
for ; and on the nineteenth day of the
Month Athyr, when it was night the
Priefts made their Proceflion to the
River
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River with an Ark of Gold coverd
with the holy Stole; upon whicl, as
foch ds they hdd poured Water, tljé
By-ftanders cried out, (edohxeus, avy-
e ouey) we have Sfound him, let us
zurn our Lamentations into Foy{ After
this they return’d and mads merry,
treating themfelves with Cakes, wheré-
on they ftampt the Figure of a Seg-
horfe, 7.e. Typhon 5 and at thé fame
time they wrote an Epittle to the Wo.-
men of Byblus, that Adowis was found,
(for he, whom the Agyptians called
firss, the Phzdicidns and Syrians na-
med Zhammuz, fays St. Hierothe, and
Adonss, {ays Cyril and Procopius ;) this
Epiftle they put into an Earthen Por,
fay the above-named Fathers, (nepot-
juav, Lucian calls it xepariy BiBAMMW )
the Jews fay, ’twas an Ark, of little
Ship made of Reeds 6r Paper, which;,
after the performance of fome (pro-
bably Magical ) Rites, they (zal'd and
committed to the Wavés, and of i3
own accord in feven' days time it was
carried by the Winds to Byblus, but
fever to any other place on the Sea.

£ 2 ' coaft
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coaft of Phanicia : And when the Wo-
men of that City received it, they put
an end to their Lamentations, and be-
gun their joyful Feftival with Dances,
and folemn Feafting. As the precife
time of the beginoing the Feftival at
Byblus commenc’t from the hour, in
which they receiv'd the Epiftle from
Agypt; lo the exa& time to begin
the Mourning was fixt, fays Lucian,
by another extraordinary Circume
flance ; the River Adonis at that fea-
fon, from its rife on the fide of Mount
Libanus, to its fall into the Sea, being
all bloody, the Sea it felf allo for a
confiderable f{pace being . difcolourd
with the fame, (the Natives believing
that at that time Adonis was actual-
Iy flain on the Mountain,. and that his
Blood alterd the Colour both of the
River and the Ocean) though one of
the more inquifitive Byblzans told La-
cian, that the bloody face of the Wa-
ters proceeded from a reddifh fort of
Earth, which the ftrong Winds, that
ac that time ufed to blow, brought

down into the River, and gave the

Streams

\ N~ =
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Streams their Tincture. At this time
the Woman began their Mourning,
(having firft offer’d the Sacrifices of
the Dead to Adonis, as the Agypti-
ans ufed to do) and fhaved their

- Heads, (which, whoever refus’d to do,

was by way of Penance obliged for
a whole day to proftitute her felf to
all Strangers, and whatever fhe got,
was to be fpent in a Sacrifice to Ze-

nus) their Lamentations, fays * 4m-x ;. 15

mianus Marcellinus being as extrava-
gant, as thofe of a Mother for an only
Son. : :

The Epiltles fent from Alexandria
to give notice, that Ofiris or Adonis
was found, are mention'd, fay the
Fathers, by the Prophet Zfaiab, 18. 2.
Wo to the Land that [ends their Am-
baffadors by the Sea in Veffels of Bull-
rufbes upon the water ; or, as the Sep-
tuagint more pertinently, Ouval s
TAOWY TrEgUIEs —— G @mvstiNer e Ba-
Aaasn 6 ungge., % gmsords BiBAlvas izt
vo 7% Uwr@.) and the mournful So-
lemnity by the Prophet Ezekiel, 8. 14.

' S ] "~ whe
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who among the abominable Idola-
trles of the People of the Jews,

C]r;l in If. Ts. &esmr=u‘r¢:
25 @aupdl 5 Adwisy & &
Procop. i loc. & Theodorit,
in Exck. 8. Hieron. ib. Sre-
pbzm . HA. Amed; TOAIS
Ku'7rge m/ma—unr, v 5 Adw=
pis Omg'; ETIpLTO, O A:'yw;;’]'t—
oy 6y Kumeiory £y @olutites tdto-
ey, Procop. qh [upr. oy

r:d'mb cg}m; ) de"mo: Jug-

mentions zhe Womens
weeping for Tham-
mtiz: For fro?tl &
¢t the Superftition
‘{ggﬁcad it felf over
all the neighbouring
Countries, over Phe-
wicia, Syria, and C !
prus ; who challeng’d
the mock Deity tor

¢ peTihapol. their own; nor did

the pecu]iar People of
God, the I'raclites, efcape the Infecti-
on, but they allo fell into the fame

Madneas

The old Arabian Zakii, fays Ben
Maimon, affirm, that in that night in
which Thammuz was {lain, all the I-
dols that were in the World, met at
Babylon in the Temple cof the Sun,
who rélated to them what had befall’n
Thammuz ; whereupon ' the Images
wept, and lamented all night, and the
aexe Morning every one of them flew

. back
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back to his old ftation : From whence,

fays he, came the Cuftom of Mourn-

ing early in the Morning over ZTham-

mi#z, in the Month called by his name

the Month Thammuz, fays St. Fierome,
anfers to our Fune ; and the Jewith
Aftronomers call the Sun’s entrance

into Cancer, Thekupha Thammuz, the
Revolution ‘cr Period of Zhammuz.

The whole Feaft was called by the
Greeks, “Aduwnia, or Adunzowos; the

Death of the mock God Apaviouds,

the Search after him Z#zune, the find-

him Eferms. The Feftivals having a

place in the old Kalendar; in which Gruter,
we find Ifid. Aavigium, not Lavatip, "> '3
as Prfinus reads it, but navigium, as it

ought ro be read; and in another
Month Heurijis. The whole had its V- #acrob.
Mythological Moral ; for by Adons, }S.“:f“;f’f}_
Ofiris, and Thammuz, was meant the
Sun, who when the Summer Solftice
was paft, moving backward toward the
South, feemed to have deprived the
Northern Hemilphcrf: of his Prefgnce,
and Influences.

€ 4 * Fulizs
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* Julius Pollux fays, that theln-

L 4o 14 habitants of Phenicia called Aa’an'i,r,

Gingras, probably from the name. of
a Pipe, made of the Bone of a Goofe-
leg, which they ufed in his Solemnity,
which made a very-melancholy, and
forrowful Mufick ; and they had a
Dance called by the fame name in
remembrance of the firft Inventor of
Husbandry, who died in the Summer-
time, as he was hunting, and who is
honour’d yearly with a mournful Son
by the Farmers of the Country, (who
at that time ufed to fow their Wheat
and Barley in the Fields near the Ci-
ties, fays the Scholiaft on Therocrirus)
accompanicd by as doleful Infteumen-
tal Mufick. The Cuftom flill in ufe
at dleppo of frequenting the River at
this Fetiival, 1 prefume had its Origi-
nal alfo in Zgypr, where the Inhabi-
tants paid a peculiar Veneration to the
Waters of Nilus, as St. Athanafus,
who was born there, affirms; and
Ladlantius adds, that they worfhipt the
River yearly, becaufe there Zfis begun
her fearch of Ofiris.

That
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That 'all this Pomp was older than
the Jewith Captivity, the holy Writ
avers; it lafted to the days of Plu-
tarch, and the Aftronomer Ptolomee,
who mention it ; (as do almoft all
the old Apologifts for Chriftianity:)
Julius Pollux enumerates the Cere-
monies of the Mourning in the Reign
of Commodus ; and Lucian avers, that

he faw one of thofe litctle Arks that

brought the Letter from Alexandria
floaping ifito the Harbour, while he
was at Byblus ; the pradtice continued
in Zgypt, when Cyri/ was Patriarch
there, about the year 440 after Chrift,
and in Phenicia in the times of Pro-
copius of Gaza, who lived above a 100
years after Cyri/; and to this day is
in ufe at Aleppo, as my honoured
Friend informs me, and probably in
fome other Cities of that Country,

I thought it neceffary to make’ this
Digreffion, which is not difagreeable
to my Subject; and if the Reader
(whom T earneftly defire to corre}?

the
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the Errata, before he begins the Book)
find any advantage by the Underta-
king, T {hall not think my time ill em-
ploy’d. '

The
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Chap. 14. The Vistory of Ode-
nathus ower Quietus and Ba-
. lifka, p. 60,
15. The Murder of Odenathus,
the fbort Reign of M=onius,
with bis Charalier, p: 66.
16. The Death of the Emperor
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Palmyra.

' 3 FISTORIES of Remote
Countries, and Strange Re-
4 volutions, have been always

entertained with Relped :

- And the pleafure of Seeing at fo great
a Diftance, and Heariog of di{mal Ca-
taftrophe’s, wherein we have no other
immeédiate fhare, but that of Wonder
and Pity, is not to be reckon’d among
the meaneft Satisfacions of a Wile
Man’s Life; fince every Turn of Pro-
vidence ina Foréign Nation, every new
Scene of Profperity or Adverfity is 2
Leffon to'the reft 'of the World : Argci
B the

b il
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the beft Rules of Behaviour both for a
publick and private Capacity, are de-
ducible from fach remarkable Occur-
Yences.

And among all the greit Revolu-
tioss that have call’d for the Aftonifh-
ment and Commiferation of Mankind,
the {everal Fortunes of Palmyra are not
the leaft remarkable ; a Country far
diftant from our Region, diftinguitht by
Naturesfrom e reft of the World by
a feparate Situition; and an Empire, -
that in the {pace.of Ten Yearsover-ran
all the Eaf#, baffled the Forces of the
Perfians, fubdued Egypt, and .made all
Afia to the Hellefpont tremble 3 But in
a few Months atterward was Rript 'of
all its Grandeur, and by degrees re-
duced to the loweft ftate of Poverty, as
it is thisday. Of this Country I in-
tend to treat, of itsFounder, and Anti-
quity ; its Situation, and Plenty ; its
Government Ecclefiaftical and Civil ;
and its feveral Fortunes and Conditions,
as far as my Reading will affift me, till
fome more able Critick fhall undertake
the Task ; and T fhall begin with fuch
an Account of the Place as the Anticnts
furnifh us with, AT
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Hen Solowmon had finifht his ftu-

- pendious Temple at Ferufalems
(whieh better deferv’d to be reckond
among the World's Wenders, than that
at Ephefus,) and the Noble Palace which
he buile for himfelf, in thé Twentieth 1 King. 9!
Year of hisReiga he made War againft ;%’i:m'n.g,
Hamatb-Zobah, which had been fub-3,4
dued by David, but revolted ; and ha-
ving - conquer’d it, he built Zadmor in
the Wildernefs, the @pper and Nether
Bethboron, Baalath, and all the Stores
Cities, which he ftrongly fortify’d with
Walls, and Gates, and Bars ; they bes
ing his Frontier Towns, and the Limits i
of ‘his vaft Empire: For be reign'd over 2 S}°"
allthie Kings from the River (Euphrates) :
to the Land of the Philiftines, and fo
the Border of Egypt. From Tiphfac even 1 King. 4
t0 Axzah : i. e trom Gaza to 71:53- o
Jackus, which Was one of the Pafles
over the Eupbrates.

The Arabick Tranflator of 2 Chron8.3.
implies, -that Tadmor was a City before
Solomon’s time, and that he only re-
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might enjoy a temperate Air, excel-

edified it; that it was a Metropolis
of old, as it was in the latter times, and
had many Towns udder its Jurifdiction :
por is it altogether improbable, thofe
Parts of the World near the Place where
the Ark refted after the Deluge ceas’d,
being firft peopled. -~ The Arabick Hi-
ftorian * Abulfarajus, fays, That So«
Jomon; in the Twenty fourth- Year of
his Reign, having deftroy’d the City
of  Autioch, built: feven Cities in its
ftead, of which Zadmor was one. But
the  Fabulous Hiftorian of A#fiech,
+ Jobn Matela; averrs, That the Foun-
datiofis of Palmyra were lay'd in 