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The Virgin of Sorrows Statue at
St Paul Shipwreck Collegiate Church, Valletta (Malta)

An 18th Century Spanish sculpture
by Antonio Asensio de la Cerda

The study of 18th century Barogue Sculpture in the city of Mdlaga (Andalusia, Spain) is by no means
complete. In 2007, Dr. Sergio Ramirez Gonzdlez Ph.D. together with the authors published a study on

a previously unknown family of three sculptors of unquestionable prestige in the Andalusian artistic
context of the period. The family line starts with Pedro Asensio de la Cerda and his son Vicente
Asensio, who followed in his father’s footsteps from their workshop in the capital. A third member

of the family, Antonio Asensio, brother and uncle respectively, was an itinerant artist who worked in
different Andalusian provinces and whose work was also exported outside Spain as in the case of the

statue of the Virgin of Sorrows at St Paul Shipwreck Collegiate Church in Valletta.

Dvr. Juan Antonio
Sdnchez Lopez Ph.D.
University of Mdlaga, Spain

Dr. Antonio Rafael
Ferndandez Paradas Ph.D.
UNIA, Spain

(Left) Antonio Asensio de la Cerda.
Saint John Nepomuk (1771). Church of
“los Remedios”, Olvera (Cédiz, Spain).

(Right) Antonio Asensio de la Cerda.

Child Jesus of the Thorn (c. 1760-1770).

Monastery of the Caridad, Ronda
(Maélaga, Spain).

The Asensio family of sculptors

xisting documents reveal
E that in the 18th century, there

was in Mdlaga, a family of
notable sculptors boasting a long
tradition within the artistic context
of the city at the time. Research
reveals the existence of an extended
family of three sculptors. The family
line starts with Pedro Asensio de
la Cerda whose son, Vicente, and
brother, Antonio, played the role
of collaborators and students,
working either from the workshop

or in their own right as in the case
of Antonio Asensio who ventured
beyond the boundaries of Malaga.

Between the 16th and 17th
centuries and the beginning of the
18th, the cities of Seville and Granada
were among the most prominent
centres of Andalusian sculpture and
by extension of Baroque Spain. From
1730 onwards, the decline of the
former cities boosted the emergence
of Médlaga and Antequera as artistic

centres supported by the towns’
economic and commercial boom. It

is not clear why the brothers Pedro
and Antonio Asensio de la Cerda

left their home town of Cieza in the
Kingdom of Murcia (Spain) —where
Pedro was baptized in 1703 to settle in
the Andalusian region, in the province
of Malaga. Since 1658, the city had
had a certain prestige in sculptural
material thanks to the presence of a
prestigious artist born in Granada,
Pedro de Mena y Medrano (1628-

69




padsed pue a08j 2y :sjutod [e20§
0M3 UT uoIsua) [njured pue drjewresp
I131]} 9)BIJUIDUOD , SBSOIO[O(],,
‘Bunyeads A[[erauan) ‘poriad anboreg
93 193Je pue uLINp SUIAY) B Yons
Jo mdino juepunge 03 [er3UISSd
9I9M BPRURID) UI PIYIOM OUM
103d[nos anboxeg 1ayjoue ‘10338[
3} ‘BIOIA 9P 9SO[ pUR BUIA Op
0Ip3( jo suonnquiuod ayJ, ‘ured jo
away) snojmbiqn a3 pajuasardax
(BSOI0[O(],, a3 ‘AInJuad Y3/ T oy}
moysnoayt, -10a(qns [esrydeiSouoot
ST} JO 90Ua8IaWa a1} 10 ISATejed
91 Sem ‘STO[BA JO UIOQeZI[q

usanQ ay ‘1 diqryq ‘uredg jo

Bun ay3 Jo ajim pary 2y 10§

G9GT Ul e1Iadag Iedser) Aq paAied

(9PN31[OS JO) PeP3[OS JO UIBIIA
snowej ayj jo Arrendod ay,

"SUOISIDA [eUOISsa001d pUE [BUOT}OADD
syt ur axnydmos ystueds ur aoerd
jusurwoad e seY UyoTym SMO.LI0S JO
urdaiA ay jo AyderSouoor oy se
UOIBDIPSp JIR[IWIS Pajoese a1uad
1930 ou wayy 10j ‘sdeyrad ey
SUTRWUSI J0BJ 9 TOAIMOL] ‘OISUSSY
oruojuy pue oIpaJ Aq paudis 1o

/pue pa3denuod sandmos [BI10A3S Aq
pawLIguod se ‘sa1uag oryderSouoot
I9J0 3IND3Xd J0U PIp A[Turef

OISUSSY 9] T8} UBSW JOU SI0P SIYT,
‘uononpoid oyrjord 191 Jo mara
ur apew aq 03 uonnqriye Suimore
EPI3)) B] 5P OISUSSY O[UOIUY pUE
SJUDIA ‘01P3( Jo uononpord ay
ur yueurwopaid sem 103(qns sty Jo
jusunean) aalssaldxa pue onse[
“uredg ur umouy st 302(qns a3 se
BSOIO[O(] UIBIIA , IO SMOIIOS UIADG
JO UISIIA a3 A[paiqnopun ST Wy}
U23M}9( SIDUSISYIP PUR SIIILIEILUIS
9} SOUTULIDILP JRY A\ "OTUOIUY YIIm
Apremnonired “AjTurey otsuasy a3 jo
SI9QUISW 99113 ) JO SAIZIoUD
3A1BaID a3 Sunrun jo ajqeded
ansst [eoryderdouodr ue st 218y

A[rurey o1suasy a3 Aq AxoSewr  sesorojo(],,
Jo juaunean feamydmos pue Aydeigouooy

Yoy 23e1af[on yoa1mdryg [meq Jures ‘([re3op)
(TLLT-0LLT *D) SMO1I0S JO UISIIA "EPIS)) B 9P OISUSSY oruojyuy

"BISN[EPUY AINJUD YIQT Ul J9PIO ISIY ) JO 213uad [eanid[nos
e se e3[R Jo L110 a3 Jo a8nsad ay3 Sunepijosuod ‘ouwm
11243 Jo [e1d43 st 9[A1s asoym orpn)s ATy a3 Jo sauyuod
a3 woaj pajersqyy Is1Ie Juspuadapur oy JO JUSWIPOqUID
B} SWEDI] BPID)) B 3P OISUSSY OTUOIUY UDTUM Id}Je
S[[Ds [em3d[nos axmboe 0] aATIR[aI B Pa)SISSE BPIDY) B

3P OISUSSY SJUIDIA UOS STY PUR OIPSJ ‘}NSAI B Sy

“UMOUY| 324 JOU SI 0ISUSSY OTUOJUY Aq SAOW ST}

JI0J UOSBAI 9Y], ‘SIUIWINIOP 3Y) 01 SUIpI000E EFE[RIA JO

A310 53 woiy Aeme 199182  ansnd 03 IDPIO U UMO STY

U0 Jno Sun3as A[euy [MunN spex) Y] JO SAIDEILIUT pur

sanbruyos) a3 Wiy YSne) 9ABY PINOM 3Y 2I3YM PUE OIpNIS

am3d[nos s 19Y301q SIY YIIM JDBIUOD UT SWIOD 3ABY ISNUI

3 dIaUMm pue 1939 I9J301q S Aq pajoajord ‘eSe[ey e

PRATIIR OISUSSY OTUOIUY ‘98e SunoAh A194 B 3 Jeyy APy

ST 'G/LT PUe T//T U39MID( SWTDWIOS IESp SIY [IIun

aamdmos jo 3xe ayy ut paBeSua ay azaym sOg/T oy ur AjIes

eSE[EIA Ul Pa[319s Apealle pey 0Ipa  “eSe[ejy 03 paAow

aARY 03 A[DYI] ST OTUOIUY IAYI0Iq STY ‘G7LT-07 LT Ud9mIaq

Ajqeqoad ‘e3ep s1y3 a10j9q awry swog “eSefey ur (uyof

jures) uen( ueg jo yomyp ystred ay) ut sofeay zonSLpoy
EBJ[ESOY POLIIBW BPIY)) B] 3P OISUISY 01pa;1 ‘LT UL

"3IN0)) [eA0y] ystuedg a3 U YI0M S,01SUSSY 0IPaJ 10]
PLIPEIA UT OPUBUIS] URS JO AWISPRIY 91} 03 pajenpeid aiom
(TZLT-LT.T) ZIIQ OpueuIa] 101d[NDds JSOUIRI0] IOYIOUR YIIm
1932803 BPI3)) B[ 9P OISUSSY 0IPAJ ‘OF L] PUNOIY “MIoM

31} aNUU0D 0} PaLs) s101d[NDs 1930 ‘§89T UI YIIP S, BUSIA]
1933V "BSe[RIAl JO [RIPSYIRY) AU JO S[[EIS II0YD a3 3dmos

03 paIry sem ay uaym 219y doysyiom pue swoy sty dn 3as
pey oym ‘s103d[nos jueroduw Jsows suredg Jo auo (88971

SI0Z PMI[IVA - |Mbd Uvs 1 NSV MUN-UD] DISI]-]D] WDIS0L



‘(BI[BIN “B1IS][BA ) A191SBUOTA dUTIdYIR)) JUTeS *([1BIdP)(TLLT-0LLT *2)
SMO110§ JO UISIIA *(PaINqliie) BPIS)) B[ 9P OISUSSY OIUOJUY (W03jog)

“(uredg “ede[ey) uyo( Jures jo yomyp ystreq (1LL1-0LLT D)
SMOII0G JO UISIIA "epIal) ] 5P OISUdSY OTUOIUY (3TPPIN)

“(ureds ‘eSeeIA)) 12324 JUTES JO Y2INYD YSLR] “(E8LT-SLLT 9)
SMOI110G Jo UIS1IA *(paInqiiiie) BpIa)) B[ 9P OISUSSY 9JUIDIA (do1)

“BNIR[[BA UT Yoy 33818910 }221md1yg e 1§ 38 punoj smo1ios jo
ur8IIA jo isnq ayl Aq pazrwo3ida s1 BpI1ay) B[ 9p OISUSSY OIUOIUY Aq S[opow
JO $$300MS puB UOISNYIP 9YJ, 'UOISUS] DIJRWIRIP [eNjOR Uey) Joyjel Aiidery
[eanjeu sassaidxs SuLIayns asoym UBUIOM ]DI[ap pue SunoA ayy £4q payoad
se ured A1uad Y81 Jo ydwnin ay) syusasaidal A[Tea]D OISUISY OTUOIUY £q
PaMO[[0] , SBSOIO[O(],, JO SawaYds d1ydeIZ0U0dT pUR d1191)$ak Y} ‘Sa[eUId]
Adsam Teruswnuas Suideriiod ur pasaraiul axour arom oym maydau pue
I9301q S1Y S[I[U) "Wy 03 paynqrlie aq 03 a1nydmos jo sxrom juejsoduir
[eI2A3s JTwIad 1Y) $90UIJAI 9[qeINdSIPUN PUR UTEW 9]} dJ€ OISUISY
oruojuy Aq pausis saanydmos snotrea ‘doysyiom AJrurey aiy) jo sroquiau
YIIM S3TTULe STy 0] UORIPPE U] ‘I YSINSunsIp ey} sainjes remorred
ATuo st 11 Ajp18WINN "qof a1 YIIm pajsnnua 103dmos a3 Jo L1fiqe pue
[113s a3 woy 1aede ‘uoxyed ay) Aq pajsanbai suorjesyrpowr pue suorjerrea
JO uonOdNpPOIUI 9] 10J 2ALs paonpoid ssew a1am a3 Jey) uondwnsse
a3 03 spead] ‘suonordap snotrea a3 JsSuowre pajou sanyrreqrus Surzewre
a3 Jo Apnys 7 "A195RWUT UT I9MIOM SNOWE] B 0] UOTINGLIIJE UOWIOD ©
031 Surpes] Juaunyean on3se[d Je[TwIs © ajerISUOWLP Sa3dmos asay} [y
‘s90urA01d URISN[RPUY I9UJ0 USAS pue B3R[RIA JO 9ou1A01d pue 310 a3
JO SJUSAUOD PUB SAYDINYD UT PAINGIIISIP A[9PIM Usaq 2ARY Jey) sadard
PoIR[aI JO SALISS B UI J[NSAI BPId)) B[ 9P OISUSY JO SyI0Mm aYJ, efe[eN
AImuad 18T ur1 BsoIo[o(],, a3 jo AyderSouoor reorSojod4y ays jo s1ojearn
18213 2] A]pajqnopun a1e z1}1(0) OPUBUIS] pue A[TUIe] OISUISY Y[,

“UOTIBIODIP J3YJ0 PUE $IWINISOD JUIDYIUFLUW YIIM PISSIP 2 0} Juedw
a1e JBY] , SBSOIO[O(],, JO 958D a1} UT A[[e10adSa UOTIBaID I8} JO JUSWOW
3] WoJJ ]SOW[e PalIasul pue pappe suonemdiueuwr pue SUOTIEISI[E 0}
anp pajedrduiod A[awa1ixa ST $9291d 213s11IR SNOTSI[AT JO SPUD| 9SaY}

Jo Apnis ay7, ;uondwmsuod, [eUOI0ASD 10] SurARID I19Y) Surdjsijes 10§
pa1uaLIo A[309)19d 3123(qo snordija1 e saSewrt yons jo uorssassod a3 ur
pa1aA00s1p oym suoijed anboaeq [8d0] Jo s10103s asoy) Suowe a[dels

B 9Weda(q ,BSOIO[O(], A3 JO SISNq Y], TRUISLIO S BUSTA 03 paredwod
uaym AJID1IUSYINE SB [[oM SB $S3DONS JO $3313p pue Arfenb Surkrea jo
sfonbas jo peridw e urjean ‘quasaid a3 01 AMIuad YIgT oYy woIj 3[3J
SEM S[9POW S, BUSJA 9P 0IPa ] JO souanyjur a1 ‘eSe[e]y U ‘suorssardxas
410q Ul UOIU31I® [eNSIA UTRIUTRW 0] d[31] 1211 S1UaWIES Y} puE ‘Spuey

yoany) a1e1897[0)) YoaamdIys neJ Jureg ur AJTurey YaaIo) ayj JO aUu0ISquIO],

258 SIINIAIA DAHAY
7 {ALOAD INAH3ABIHX3 021184
SASILdWAS SliddOodd

WVYLVISNVHL VINVASIH X3 WNINODJI SAIA
INISSILd3DOV .
07100 3vHvdi3lg

INIDHIA 3VS
. H23YD S
SANVL3IVD

..... " : ) i w"




“BJB[[BA UI YoIny,) A19)SRUOIN
S,aULIBYIRD) 1S UT paAIasald s1 yotym
BSOIO[O(] UIGIIA ,, JIOYIOUR JO 3SBD
31} UI SB BPI3)) B[ 9P OISUSY OTUOIUY
duWIes J) 0] PaINqLINIe 3q UBD YoIrym
‘e3ereIN woj sarnydnos anboreg
Te[TuUIs Jo BI[RIA UT 20uasaid ay Jo
UO1JB31ISIAUT 9] 3¢ P[NOD YDIBIsal
103 303(qns SunjeUIISE] J9YLINJ U

‘1okead ur spuey paiayies pue paurof
ay) Aq paruawrodwod ‘UoTISUSWIP
OT}91]1S9R PUE [BUOIJOASD ‘TOAIS]
snorgija1 ‘Aneaq ‘Surueawi [[ng sy
saxmboe jeyy jeadde [euonjossp

pue &onserd paziurefaoiod ay
syuawa[dwod 2IN)Xa) PUE SIUO]
siurd swoayoAjod ayJ, ‘a4s pm3ue|
a3 Jo dooIp a3 AY30[D 03 [RIJUISSI
a1e Je3 sm01qaka Juriaxond oy se
[[oM Se UDyS P[IW pUE 20BJINS U[UNS
arduurp a3 Aq paiayfe A[a1eq si e}
U Jo 9139n0YJIs Suruygap ‘esou

a3 o dny ay) Surpunoi ‘sarnjes)
Suissanoad syoadse onserd feroads
az1seyduia 03 ST 3IISIP S, OISUASY
OTUOJUY "BSOJO[O(T I9IBIA JeqRlS
epner] [easrpaw rendod a1y Surjedar
‘uorsse a3 Jo ,2UI0IdY, B SE 1oNS
uonIpuod [edoAambaun 1oy ur A1eAfe)
JO BUIRIP 93 UI BLIBIA JO I9)ORIRD
343} JO UOTIBDOAS d} SWAMISA0
Je} WSIONSAW JUI[IS IsTUOISsaIdxa
$3103STp Jey) uonsad3ns ou si 219y
‘puey J930 A3 UQ "IPIS 3] A1)

01 pa31 peay a1y} se juanboja se
$90IN0SAI dAISSIAXd YIIM paulofuod
A[snoruouurey] a1e pue }Ie Jo SUOURD
pa1daooe 03 Surpiodoe pajuasaidal
3Te 9DEJ 33 JO TNOJUOD [BAO J} pUR
SuI[[opoIN "ep1a)) ©] 9p OISUasY
oruojuy Aq paidmos  sesoio[o(,
[ngssa0ons 3sowr ay3 Jo auo sdeyiad
ST SMOII0G JO UTSIIA S,[NBJ IS ‘OSUas
sy} uT "uoryisoduwod a1y ururIoy eane
JST[EIPI PILIDAOIIUT PUB PIJDA0D B[]
03 9INQLIIU0D ‘9IN)X3} paziure[adiod
Yim ‘souo) awoayoAjod ysayy Ajread
a3 4q pajarduod ‘s1aduy passoId
UM 9890 o) 03 padsepd spuey a
PUE SpI[a4a a1 JO [[e] 2T, ‘9pIs U0
01 pa313 A[3JOS ‘peaY 93 SOUBUS

JeY) A31UaIas pue AoRWINUI U0 SUIaq
‘qury A101BWER[DAP PUR ISIUOIssaIdxa
Kue sapnye sdif Surquiamn pue
93TUYUT 93 UT 3SO] Y[0O0] papIdapun
ay[, ‘Surqqos arenuuls AJPATIDAYS
3093 JO SMOI OM] 3} UM 1931950)
yeyy sdiy o) 4q papraoad sanienb
[eInjeU 3 SPN]OXd JOU S0P INg
UOTINDIXd UT 9ISBY SMOLS ‘SaIN)Ba]J
pauyop Aeysmbxa pue Aun yum
‘90e] [eAO AJ309319d BT, "WSIOLIA]
doap jo aroydsourje ue Ul pauTeIUOD
suorjowa doap s[easal sUOIN|OS
[ewr10f jo asn ay ‘eanyd[nos ayy uj

Yoy a3e1Saqo)) yoaamdrys

ned ures (TZLI-0LLT ") SMO1I0S JO
urS11A “epl1a)) B[ 9p OISUdSY OTUOIUY

“SULTE JO J80D AJIWEJ D315) 3] YIIM
PoUIOpE OS[E SI YoTyMm ‘Ouelade)) 1§ Jo
Tej[e 93 2A0qe JYDIU SSeIq 1Y U IIm

WoJJ BIIS[[RA UI YOIy 31e133[[0D)
SNoa1mdnyg [ned 1S 03 SI0JISTA
3WOD[oM 0} SINUTIUOD SMOIIOS JO
urdaA o) ‘uayy aoulg adwe sy
ur uoryeoo] padeiatid e yons way)
juead o3 uoIsIdap s ut 133deyD) ayy

paouanpur AJeaIsd 9ARY IsNUW Yijeam

STWIOU0d PUB S9UNII0J ,SUYIIL) 3}
‘A[1ea[d 23mQ) ‘suorjed mau st Jo
SpUBWIAP d1]3 0 SUTPIODIE PAINIAXI

a1om [odeYD 213 UT SUOTJUAAISIUL
[eIN3023TYDIR PUE SUOTIRIIIR ISIY )
sdeyrad uaym TT8T Ul 1a1[1ea 193dey))
a1y} 03 SaYSIM I1a1]} passaidxa pey
S[eALLIE MU 3] ‘CT8T Ul PaIUaWUNIOP
ST Tej[e 31} JO PIEME [BUY a1} Y3noyi[e
‘9SUDS ST} U "paLINg 9q OS[e p[nom
A9\ oTyMm 3BaUA(Q AFRWI I1a1]) 10]
A1oy1sodar a3 se yoany D) 91e1sa[[o)
a1y} S0y A[TUIR] YDaIr) a3 ‘BIIS[[BA
ur SuI[Ras 1233V 0T8T Ul A310 )
pajeIseAap Jey) aouapuadapu] Jo
Tex\ 93 Jo saSeArl 2] 29[J 03 BI[RIA
0} eGe[eIA] WOIJ PIALLIR A[TUIR]
yoain) a3 yey) a[qissod aymb st 1
‘srsa30dAY 1o 03 3uTpI0dOY TLLT
punoIe BpIa)) B[ 9p OISUISY OIUOIUY
WOl A[UTeLIaD JSOWIR ‘J1 PAIaPIO
PBY SATIR[I IT9Y} JO A3} 319Uym
‘30BX2 9q 03 BSE[RIA WOIJ ‘(WeIB[SUBI)
eruedsrp] xo wauodr snmo) uredg
woij )ySnoiq pey £a1 ey (Turdap
aesolo[o(] arreda() esoio[og
uaBIiA , a1 Jo aewI a) 10] UOTIDIYR
1191} ssaxdxa syoain) ayl ‘TT8T PaIep
‘9u03ISqUIO] Y3 UO 1X3) A3 U]

“YoaNYD 313 JO SARU UTRW 9Y] UI
S9U03s-193pa] 19130 03 1xau paded
aouts qadeyd aures a1j) Jo 100[] a3
uo pajedo] A[[eurs1Io auols-193pa]

a[qrews e Aq papiodal se ‘A[prpuajds 31
POYDLIUD SYDIE) A1) ‘9G9T Ul Paldald
uoa(q pey ouejake)) ueg jo pdeyd
a3 Jo xejfe a3 YSnoyIy A[rwre]
UD9IE) 93 JO TRALLIE S} [I3UN Jsn ST
pa£olua pey AJiwe) asoym ‘1jestied
OTUOJUY JO MOPIM d1} 03 [BLING 93 JO
juswruSisse oy} MeIpIM 03 191deyD)
971e1307[0D) 913 10] AI1BSSA09U SBM 1
‘asodand s1yj 107 “3neA ayj Ul paring
2q 0] ‘sJuepuadSAP 11943 JO pue ‘:1q%[1
) YMm ourjake)) ueg jo [odey)) ayy
Jo a8euoryed ayp “e3efeIN Ul (Uyof
jures) uen| ueg jo ystred a3 woj
Apuaredde pue AueuLIaL) JO S9ATIRU
[Te YooI5) BI[ESOY] J2)STS IIaY]) pue
UDIE) 9JUIDIA PUB OUBJIAR)) SIAI0I]
a3 pajuead yoaamdIyg ne( 1S Jo
aaydey? 91erdaf[oD Ay ‘€181
‘TN Y307 Y3 UO ‘SIUaWNDIO0p
a]qe[TeAR 0] SUIPIODD

£]19[[BA UI SMOLIOS JO UISIIA ) JO

anjea d1sIlIe pue AI0ISTH YT,

' GT0Z PIAYIVA - IMDd UDS D3 NISVIMON-UD] DISa]-[D] WDLS0Ld




