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ABSTRACT. An excavation carried out at the megalithic necropolis of Panoria in 2015 offered an excellent opportunity
for dating a widespread variety of polygonal, rectangular, and trapezoidal-shaped tombs with short passages for which,
surprisingly, there were previously no known radiocarbon (*C) measurements available. Based on the anthropological
remains, a series of 19 '*C dates was obtained and modeled in a Bayesian statistical framework. The results stress a long
period of use that began in the Late Neolithic (3525-3195 cal BC), reaching the most intensive ritual activity during
the Copper Age and ending in the Early Bronze Age (2125-1980 cal BC). Throughout this period, tombs were built at
different times and used at different temporal scales and intensities, ranging from a few decades to centuries.
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INTRODUCTION

In recent decades, methodological advances in radiocarbon ('*C) measurements and their
statistical interpretation have led to a profound change in our perception of the chronology
of past societies (e.g. Buck et al. 1991; Bronk Ramsey 1995, 2013; Bayliss 2009; Scarre 2010;
Whittle et al. 2011). These developments have provided a great opportunity to create a refined
chronological framework that could be considered a critical issue, particularly in the study of
the megalithic phenomenon, which is characterized by long periods of use in many cases
(Whittle et al. 2008, 2011; Scarre 2010).

The Iberian Peninsula has not benefited from these improvements, at least not in the same way
as other European regions. Only a few graves have been dated with the aim of confirming
a broad cultural framework for this phenomenon. Radiocarbon chronology was not an
important concern until very recently. This is the case of southeastern Iberia, where the lack of
14C dates—only 10 by 2012—has been one of the main factors hindering a better understanding
of this phenomenon (Aranda Jiménez 2013). Our current research is aimed at contributing
to changing this situation with new insights into the chronology and temporality of these
megalithic monuments (Aranda Jiménez and Lozano Medina 2014, 2017; Aranda Jiménez
et al. 2017a; Lozano Medina and Aranda Jiménez 2017).

This paper is specifically aimed at discussing the '*C dates obtained for the necropolis of
Panoria (Darro, Granada) (Benavides et al. 2016; Aranda Jiménez et al. 2017b). In the
following pages, a new chronological series will be analyzed in a Bayesian framework and the
social and cultural implications of these results will be discussed in the context of the megalithic
societies of the region.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND: THE PANORIA NECROPOLIS

This megalithic necropolis is located in the foothills of the mountain of the same name, at the
easternmost end of the Sierra Harana in the present-day province of Granada. Discovered in 2012,

*Corresponding author. Email: garanda@ugr.es.

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. Universidad de Granada, on 03 Nov 2017 at 12:24:07, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use, available at
https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/RDC.2017.96


mailto:garanda@ugr.es
https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/RDC.2017.96
https://www.cambridge.org/core

