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One of the reasons it is so important to see these poems re-re-
leased in translation is that they are at the centre of a revolving 
poetic universe, in which the writer revisits, recycles and adapts 
his original poetry. Of course, the enduring � gure of Nedjma– 
symbol of the Algerian nation – is omnipresent throughout 
these poems that � ow into each other and into Kateb’s other lite-
rary creations. Indeed, the fragmented and � uid verses of these 
poems are themselves re� ective of the intersecting poetic world 
that persists throughout Kateb’s work. In the absence of a com-
plete collection of Kateb’s works, these poems bring a new focus 
on the writer. 
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