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Exploration and characterisation of the Gran Vía de Colón in 
Granada
Roser Martínez-Ramos e Iruela  01|

The Gran Vía de Colón of Granada is recognized as the main artery of the historic centre of the city 
DQG�LQ�LWVHOI�FRQVWLWXWHV�DQ�H[FHSWLRQDO�FDWDORJ�RI�WKH�HFOHFWLF�DUFKLWHFWXUH�RI�WKH�¾UVW�WKLUG�RI�WKH�;;WK�
century in the Spanish and European scene. The scarce historical researches realized on this street 
do not address the analysis of the heritage inherited taking into account architectural discipline -project 
GHVLJQ��FRQVWUXFWLYH�SUDFWLFH��UH¿H[LYH�SUDFWLFH���7KLV�VWXG\�SUHVHQWV�WKH�SURFHVV�IROORZHG�DQG�WKH�¾UVW�
conclusions of the analysis of the research project Memory of the construction of the Gran Vía de Colón 
and its buildings characterization, recreating the moment in which the complete set of this hereditary 
JRRG�LV�¾QLVKHG�LQ�������:LWK�WKH�DLP�RI�LGHQWLI\LQJ�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLYH�DQG�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�W\SRORJ\�RI�WKLV�
avenue, has been carried out a study based on critical analysis of historical documents that contain the 
administrative procedures for licensing and registry of buildings in Public Finance, as well as on the 
material study of a representative sample of the same ones. From the knowledge of the obtained results 
and its diffusion, information of great interest is provided for an intentional future action on this street, 
transcending legal and protection determinations that regulate intervention on the immovable heritage 
studied.

Key words
Architecture | Municipal Archives of Granada | Provincial Historic Archive of Granada | Eclectic 
Architecture |  Documentary sources | Granada (Granada) | Gran Vía de Colón in Granada | History | XX 
Century | Constructive Typology | 

Reconocimiento y caracterización de la Gran Vía de Colón de Granada
Roser Martínez-Ramos e Iruela  01|

La Gran Vía de Colón de Granada es reconocida como la arteria principal del centro histórico de la ciudad y 
HQ�Vt�PLVPD�FRQVWLWX\H�XQ�FDWiORJR�H[FHSFLRQDO�GH�OD�DUTXLWHFWXUD�HFOpFWLFD�GHO�SULPHU�WHUFLR�GHO�VLJOR�;;�HQ�HO�
panorama español y europeo. Las escasas investigaciones históricas realizadas sobre esta calle no abordan el 
análisis del patrimonio heredado teniendo en cuenta la disciplina arquitectónica –práctica proyectual, constructiva, 
UH¿H[LYD°��(Q�HVWH�HVWXGLR�VH�SUHVHQWD�HO�SURFHVR�VHJXLGR�\�ODV�SULPHUDV�FRQFOXVLRQHV�GHO�DQiOLVLV�GHO�SUR\HFWR�
de investigación Memoria de la construcción de la Gran Vía de Colón y reconocimiento y caracterización de sus 
HGL¾FLRV�� UHFRQVWUX\HQGR�HO�PRPHQWR�HQ�HO�TXH�HO�FRQMXQWR�FRPSOHWR�GH�HVWH�ELHQ�SDWULPRQLDO�HV�¾QDOL]DGR�HQ�
������&RQ�HO�REMHWLYR�GH�LGHQWL¾FDU�OD�WLSRORJtD�DUTXLWHFWyQLFD�\�FRQVWUXFWLYD�GH�HVWD�DYHQLGD�VH�KD�OOHYDGR�D�FDER�
un estudio basado en el análisis crítico de los documentos históricos que contienen los trámites administrativos 
de licencias de obra y registro de la Hacienda Pública de los inmuebles, así como en el estudio material de 
una muestra representativa de los mismos. Desde el conocimiento de los resultados obtenidos y su difusión se 
SURSRUFLRQD�LQIRUPDFLyQ�GH�JUDQ�LQWHUpV�SDUD�XQD�DFWXDFLyQ�LQWHQFLRQDO�IXWXUD�VREUH�HVWD�YtD��WUDVFHQGLHQGR�D�ODV�
determinaciones legales y de protección que regulan la intervención sobre el patrimonio inmueble estudiado.

Palabras clave
Arquitectura | Archivo Histórico Municipal de Granada | Archivo Histórico Provincial de Granada | Eclecticismo 
arquitectónico | Fuentes documentales | Granada (Granada) | Gran Vía de Colón de Granada | Historia | Siglo XX | 
Tipologías constructivas |

URL <http://www.iaph.es/phinvestigacion/index.php/phinvestigacion/article/view/139>

01|  Dpto. de Construcciones Arquitectónicas, Universidad Granada

http://www.iaph.es/phinvestigacion/index.php/phinvestigacion/article/view/139
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INTRODUCTION. AT A GLANCE

The street Gran Vía de Colón is the result of an operation that took 
place to open up the medieval city of Granada at the end of the 
19th century. Measuring 821.90 metres long and 20 metres wide, its 
construction involved the demolition of approximately 20% of the city’s 
total surface area (MARTÍN RODRÍGUEZ, 1986) and affected a span 
of 40,568.73 m2, of which 16,438 m2 were set aside for the road and 
24,130.73 m2 for plots of land to be used for construction on both sides 
of the new street. 

At the initiative of the Chamber of Commerce and at the request of 
the publicly-held company which was founded for this operation, La 
Reformadora Granadina, the municipal architect Modesto Cendoya y 
Busquets was hired to draw up the Colón Street Project (Proyecto de la 
Calle de Colón) in 1890. Development of the new avenue was carried 
RXW� EHWZHHQ� ����� DQG� ����� LQ� DGGLWLRQ� WR� WKH� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� RI� ¾IW\�
two buildings1��RI�ZKLFK�IRUW\�¾YH�ZHUH�IRU�UHVLGHQWLDO�XVH�DQG�UHQWDO�
properties and three for religious buildings2. The rest consisted of a 
hotel, a bank, a performance venue (Olympia Theatre) and a services 
building (Catholic Worker Circle, Círculo Católico Obrero). 

Forty-two of the original buildings have been preserved, today 
representing our inherited heritage. The Monastery of Saint Paula 
of Hieronymite nuns –Gran Vía No. 31– was declared a national 
historical-artistic monument (ROYAL DECREE, 1983), and the church 
of Sagrado Corazón de Jesús –Gran Vía No. 30– is a Level I protected 
monument under Granada’s General Urban Development Plan. 
The remaining buildings are catalogued under the Special Plan for 
the Protection and Interior Refurbishment of the Centre of Granada 
(SALMERÓN ARQUITECTOS, 2002). 

Image 1 |
Aerial view of the Gran Vía de Colón (1957). 
From a spot near the now non-existent bull 
ring in the Triunfo Gardens, the Gran Vía de 
Colón of Granada can be contemplated –the 
major line which opens up the city. At the end 
of the street, to the right, the Cathedral can be 
observed. At the visual intersection of the Gran 
Vía and the street Reyes Católicos (formerly 
0pQGH]�1~xH]��VWDQGV�WKH�SRVW�RI¾FH�EXLOGLQJ�
–this location is currently home to the square 
Isabel la Católica. At this point in time only one 
of the original buildings facing the Gran Vía had 
been replaced: the Convent Ángel Custodio, 
replaced by the Bank of Spain building in 1934. 
Photo: AMGR

1
The Bank of Spain is not considered in 
this total number as it was constructed on 
the plot of land left by the Convent Ángel 
Custodio (prior to the Gran Vía), following 
its demolition in 1933. It is therefore a 
building that has been designated a 
“second generation building” on the Gran 
Vía de Colón (POZO FELGUERA, 1997). 
Between  1966 and 1989 construction 
took place on ten buildings that now stand 
where numbers 10, 16, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 
28, 42 and 48 have since disappeared.

2
The religious buildings include: Sagrado 
&RUD]yQ�&KXUFK��¾UVW�EXLOGLQJ�FRQVWUXFWHG�
on the Gran Vía, 1898); restoration and 
realignment of the Convent of Santa Paula 
(1902) and the Residence of the Reverend 
Mothers of Domestic Service (Reverendas 
0DGUHV�GHO�6HUYLFLR�'RPpVWLFR��LQ������

http://www.iaph.es/phinvestigacion/index.php/phinvestigacion/article/view/139
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The building fact sheets, contained in the Special Plan catalogue, 
indicate a series of key features for each property, such as the 
presence or absence of an entranceway, courtyard, garden, stairway, 
main rooms, vegetable garden, turret, façade, pillars/foundation, 
panelled Alfarje ceiling, coffered ceiling, roof truss, interior carpentry, 
LQWHULRU�HOHPHQWV��¿RRULQJ�DQG�RWKHUV��7KH�IDFW�VKHHWV�DOVR�LQFRUSRUDWH�
comments regarding the historical and iconographic value of the 
famous materials and stylistic repertoire on the façades along this 
street. However, there is practically no data on the spatial or formal 
arrangement of the materials, or on the characteristics which describe 
the constructive, typological, functional, chronological or architectural 
relationship among the structural systems employed on the buildings. 
The architectural typology study incorporated into the Centre Plan 
catalogue exclusively analyses matters relating to compositional 
order, distribution and proportion of façade recesses for three of the 
buildings on this street (Gran Vía No. 39, 45 and 47) (see image 2) 
DQG�WKH�KHLJKWV�LQ�VHFWLRQV�RI�WKH�¾UVW�ED\�LQ�EXLOGLQJV�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�
*UDQ�9tD���1R�¿RRU�SODQV�DUH�LQFOXGHG�QRU�DUH�KLVWRULFDO�GRFXPHQWDU\�
references listed.

The Gran Vía has traditionally been viewed as two major sides of an 
eclectic style, shaping an urban scene whose construction required 
the demolition of part of Granada’s medieval medina. Behind this 
architectural curtain hides a constructed space which this study intends 
to unveil by reconstructing the unknown memory of its construction.

STATE OF AFFAIRS. THE UNKNOWN GRAN VÍA

While exploring the Gran Vía de Colón, an important imbalance is 
uncovered between two aspects that are fundamental to discipline and 
architecture: recognition and knowledge. The certainty generated by 
the recognition of this street as a historic event does not imply that it is 
SHUFHLYHG�DV�D�XQL¾HG�SURMHFW�ZKRVH�HOHPHQWV�°EXLOGLQJV°�DUH�UHODWHG�
LQ� D� KLVWRULFDO�� WHFKQRORJLFDO� DQG� XVDJH� FRQWH[W� GH¾QHG� LQ� VSDFH�
and time. Nonetheless, this same recognition subjects the inherited 
historical heritage to compliance with a demanding legal framework. 

The legislation that regulates the protection of these buildings at 
the national, regional and local levels is not complemented by the 
proper knowledge of this protected property’s constructive nature. 
Following an exhaustive analysis of the application records for 
technical inspection and rehabilitation work permits for the properties 
EHORQJLQJ�WR�WKH�*UDQ�9tD��ZH�FRQ¾UPHG�WKDW� WKHUH�ZDV�D�QRWRULRXV�
lack of documented studies made prior to the assessment of building 
conditions and, where relevant, intervention projects.

http://www.iaph.es/phinvestigacion/index.php/phinvestigacion/article/view/139
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As a result of the examination of records for large-scale work permits 
LQ� WKH� 0XQLFLSDO� *HQHUDO� $UFKLYH� RI� *UDQDGD�� LW� ZDV� YHUL¾HG� WKDW�
the projects processed were missing their corresponding historical-
FRQVWUXFWLYH� DQDO\VLV� LQ� ���� RI� WKH� FDVHV�� RI� WKH� ¾IW\�WZR� UHFRUGV�
LQFOXGHG� LQ� WKH�PXQLFLSDO�GDWDEDVH�� WKH�WHQ�FODVVL¾HG�DV� ODUJH�VFDOH�
works were selected since these types of documents must contain 
graphic and descriptive information on the construction features of the 
planned intervention in accordance with the regulations established 
for licensing procedures. 

2QFH�H[DPLQHG�LW�ZDV�FRQ¾UPHG�WKDW�RQO\�WZR�RI�WKH�UHFRUGV�FRQWDLQHG�
a brief note that vaguely documented the constructive typology of the 
building worked on.

With regard to the technical inspections carried out on these properties 
�,7(��°ZKRVH�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�¾OHG�ZLWK�WKH�%XLOGLQJ�3UHVHUYDWLRQ�6HUYLFH�
of the Granada City Council in 2003, 2004 and 2005– an absence of 
any type of study providing information on their constructive typological 
FKDUDFWHULVDWLRQ�ZDV�DOVR�FRQ¾UPHG��2I�WKH�IRUW\�WZR�EXLOGLQJV��WKLUW\�
QLQH�¾OHG�WKH�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�,7(�UHFRUG��

Image 2 |
1E sheet contained in the composite studies 
included in the Special Plan for the Interior 
Refurbishment and Catalogue of the Centre 
of Granada (2000). File on one of the three 
buildings on the Gran Vía de Colón (numbers 
39, 45 and 47) whose analysis is incorporated 
into the aforementioned catalogue. Source: 
AMGR 

http://www.iaph.es/phinvestigacion/index.php/phinvestigacion/article/view/139
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The following results were obtained regarding the thirty-three records 
that were located:

> Thirty-two based the assessment of building conditions exclusively 
on a visual inspection.

> 7KLUW\�WZR�IDLOHG�WR�SURYLGH�EXLOGLQJ�¿RRU�SODQV�RU�HOHYDWLRQV�

> Thirty-one failed to provide any information on the constructive 
characterisation.

> The graphic documentation, with the exception of three cases, 
only includes general information concerning the façades with 
details about the balconies and doors, roof trusses, courtyards and 
stairwells. 

> ,Q� JHQHUDO�� WKH� UH¿HFWLRQV� PDGH� FRQFHUQLQJ� PDWWHUV� UHODWLQJ� WR�
VWUXFWXUDO� VWDELOLW\� DQG� VWUHQJWK� EHFDPH� VXSHU¾FLDO� REVHUYDWLRQV�
based on an interpretation about the possible symptoms of abnormal 
or pathological behaviour of building elements, without the prior 
knowledge of the associated constructive systems.

Studies on the Gran Vía de Colón are not common even despite the 
important urban transformation that opening up this avenue meant for 
the city. 

The scarce literature on this topic is limited to a small group of authors 
ZKR��H[FHSW�LQ�VSHFL¾F�FDVHV��DGGUHVV�WKH�KLVWRU\��VRFLDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�
context in a generalised way. Occasionally, the architectural repertoire 
and the techniques used for their construction3 are described in a 
biased manner. All of the buildings bring together very little data for 
reconstructing the technical and constructive report of this street. 
Specialised studies on the matter at hand –such as the Modernist 
Repertoire of Granada (Repertorio modernista de la Ciudad de 
Granada (Gran Vía de Colón)) by Tovar Ruiz (1979) or the Studies on 
Constructive Systems on the Gran Vía de Colón in Granada (Estudios 
de sistemas constructivos en la Gran Vía de Colón) by Domínguez 
Garrido (1985)– fail to reveal comprehensive information on the 
construction process of the avenue being studied.

$Q� H[FOXVLYHO\� YLVXDO� VXSHU¾FLDO� LQVSHFWLRQ�� ZLWKRXW� FRQGXFWLQJ� DQ\�
type of documented, preliminary analysis that provides a minimum 
level of assurance regarding the building assessment, can result in 
conclusions that are far off from the types of construction they describe 
as well as lead to detrimental interventions and irreversible alterations. 
$OO�RI�WKH�DERYH�MXVWL¾HV�WKH�QHHG�WR�XQGHUWDNH�VWXGLHV�ZLWK�FRQWHQWV�
such as those presented.

3
Among all of the literature that deals with 
this topic, the Gran Vía is only studied as 
WKH�REMHFW�RI�VSHFL¾F�UHVHDUFK�LQ�IRXU�ERRNV�
(La Gran Vía: Memoria, whose author is 
the famous Felipe Campos de los Reyes 
(1913); La Gran Via de Granada. Cambio 
económico y reforma interior urbana en 
la España de la Restautación (The Gran 
Vía of Granada. Economic Change and 
Urban Interior Refurbishment during the 
Spain of the Restoration), by Professor 
Martín Rodríguez (1986); La Gran Vía 
de Granada: un siglo (The Gran Vía of 
Granada: a century) by Pozo Felguera 
(1997) and La Gran Via de Granada, 
written by various authors (2006b), two 
VXEMHFW�VSHFL¾F� ZRUNV� IURP� WKH� 6FKRRO�
of Technical Architecture of Granada 
(Modernist Repertoire of Granada, (Gran 
Vía de Colón), by Tovar (1979) and 
Studies on Constructive Systems on the 
Gran Vía de Colón in Granada (Estudios 
de sistemas constructivos en la Gran Vía 
de Colón de Granada) by Dominguez 
Garrido (1985) and the article from the 
journal Cuadernos de Arte from the 
University of Granada, written by Sánchez 
Campos Important evidence on the 
problems surrounding the construction of 
the Gran Vía (Un testimonio importante 
en la problemática de la construcción de 
la Gran Vía). The rest includes the study 
of this street as part of a more general 
analysis within the larger framework of 
the city of Granada.

http://www.iaph.es/phinvestigacion/index.php/phinvestigacion/article/view/139
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ANALYTICAL PROCESS OF THE GRAN VÍA DE COLÓN

The standard UNE 41805-2:2009 considers “historical buildings” to be 
those that are protected or unique for being representative examples 
of a time period, authorship, situation, quality or relationship with 
historical events. These buildings must be submitted to a historical 
study prior to undergoing any type of restoration project. For this 
reason, its objectives propose (i) considering and understanding 
the building as a historical document by recognising the existing 
construction techniques, systems and materials as part of the building’s 
fundamental historical elements; and (ii) recovering and registering 
all historical and constructive information that has been preserved by 
compiling all of the historiographic, documentary, constructive and 
typological aspects, among others.

&RQVLGHULQJ�WKH�DERYH��LGHQWL¾FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SURSHUWLHV��DV�EXLOGLQJV�RQ�
the Gran Vía) in the context of the city4 and their urban categorisation 
under the current plan (PLAN, 2001; 2002), are the starting point of 
this study. 

The study begins by consulting the archives from that time period. 
In the Administrative General Archive of the Granada City Council 
(AGAMG), intervention projects on the buildings along the Gran Vía 
are examined. Afterwards, the Building Preservation Service Archive 
of the Granada City Council (ASCEAG) is accessed, in which the 
Technical Inspection records (ITE) and Building Execution Orders 
are reviewed. Once established that the information gathered in the 
municipal records does not meet expectations for locating relevant 
GDWD�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�VXUYH\LQJ�DQG�FRQVWUXFWLYH�W\SRORJ\�RI�D�VLJQL¾FDQW�
sample of buildings, the investigation is redirected to other sources. 
7ZR�RI�WKHVH�VRXUFHV�DUH�FUXFLDO�WR�¾QGLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�*UDQ�9tD�
in the historical archives:

> $�PDQXVFULSW�GUDIWHG�E\� WKH�DUFKLWHFW�)UDQFLVFR�*LPpQH]�$UpYDOR�
(1914) made it possible to deduce and subsequently verify the 
relationship between the original plots of land represented in architect 
Cendoya’s project and the building numbers that currently set them 
DSDUW�� :LWK� WKLV� LGHQWL¾FDWLRQ�� WKH� PDMRULW\� RI� WKH� DSSOLFDWLRQV� IRU�
permits were located in the Municipal Historical Archive of Granada.

> The book by Professor Martín Rodríguez (1986) entitled La Gran 
Vía de Granada.  Cambio económico y Reforma Interior Urbana en 
la España de la Restauración (The Gran Vía of Granada. Economic 
Change and Urban Interior Refurbishment during the Spain of the 
Restoration). This piece describes the interior urban refurbishment 
experienced in Granada with an in-depth and methodical study of 
the historical, political, social and economic context surrounding the 

4
Updated land surveying is utilised.

http://www.iaph.es/phinvestigacion/index.php/phinvestigacion/article/view/139
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project and construction of the Gran Vía de Colón. The author alludes 
to documentary sources that are very useful to enquiring into the 
constructive characterisation of the original buildings.

Documents relating to the project and construction of this road 
in addition to other legal and economic aspects are described, but 
not catalogued, in different public and private archives. Hence, one 
of the main tasks in this study was the search for information and 
organisational process itself. 

2QFH�WKH�PDLQ�VRXUFHV� IRU�REWDLQLQJ� WKH�GHVLUHG� LQIRUPDWLRQ�SUR¾OH�
were detected –Municipal Historical Archive, Provincial Historical 
Archive, the Archive of Sacromonte and the private archive of 
*LPpQH]� <DQJXDV°�� IROORZLQJ� WKH� DQDO\VLV� JXLGHOLQHV� RI� WKH� 81(�
41805-2:2009, the study on the Gran Vía de Colón was organised 
into three levels:

1. Critical historical-documentary analysis of the references concerning 
WKH�*UDQ�9tD�DV�D�SURMHFW��FRQVLGHULQJ�LW�D�KLVWRULFDO�XUEDQ�DUHD�GH¾QHG�
E\�WKH�JURXS�RI�¾IW\�WZR�EXLOGLQJV�WKDW�ZHUH�RULJLQDOO\�FRQVWUXFWHG���)URP�
the information obtained, original texts and drawings were selected 
ZKLFK�DOORZHG�IRU�WKH�¾JXUDWLYH�WUDQVFULSWLRQ�DQG�UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�
Gran Vía project as well as its constructive typology by means of the 
constructed units or buildings that make it up. The following is the 
material that was found in the public archives: 

> The Gran Vía de Colón Project drafted by the architect Modesto 
Cendoya y Busquets, 1891 (AMGR).

> Twenty-nine work permit records out of a total of forty-two buildings 
that form the inherited heritage (AMGR).

Image 3 |
3URMHFW�EOXHSULQWV� IRU� WKH�EXLOGLQJ�*UDQ�9tD�1R������������%OXHSULQW�EHORQJLQJ�WR�WKH�DUFKLWHFW�ZKR�GHVLJQHG�WKH�SURMHFW��)UDQFLVFR�*LPpQH]�$UpYDOR�
��������LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�HOHYDWLRQV��¿RRU�SODQV�DQG�D�FURVV�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRXUW\DUG�FDQ�EH�REVHUYHG�RQ�D�������VFDOH��%OXHSULQW��*LPpQH]�<DQJXDV�$UFKLYH

http://www.iaph.es/phinvestigacion/index.php/phinvestigacion/article/view/139
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Image 4 |
References concerning the exploration and characterisation of the inherited heritage Gran Vía 
de Colón. A selection (that has been expanded on) from the complete document included in the 
research work of the author entitled Memoria de la Construcción de la Gran Vía de Colón. Repertorio 
\�FDUDFWHUL]DFLyQ�GH�VXV�HGL¾FLRV (2015). It should be noted that this record does not include the 
Sacristía de la Catedral which corresponds to number 5 on this street

http://www.iaph.es/phinvestigacion/index.php/phinvestigacion/article/view/139
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Image 5 |
7HFKQLFDO�DQG�$GPLQLVWUDWLYH�,GHQWL¾FDWLRQ�&KDUW��*UDQ�9tD�GH�&ROyQ�GH�*UDQDGD�3URMHFW������������8QSXEOLVKHG��'RFXPHQW�FUHDWHG�E\�WKH�DXWKRU�XVLQJ�
primary documentary sources (2015)

http://www.iaph.es/phinvestigacion/index.php/phinvestigacion/article/view/139
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> Nine work permit records out of a total of ten buildings that make up 
the heritage that has since disappeared5 (AMGR).

> Twenty-seven property tax records which include nineteen building 
FRPSOHWLRQ�FHUWL¾FDWHV��)XUWKHUPRUH��WKHUH�DUH�GHVFULSWLYH�DQQRWDWLRQV�
of constructive characteristics and layouts that are incorporated into 
the corresponding Urban Wealth Inspection (AHPG) proceedings.

2. Architectural studies6 carried out by drawing up a graphic restitution 
of the Gran Vía project. Layouts, elevations and sections were 
elaborated using the graphic material gathered; these were then 
PDQXDOO\�YHFWRULVHG�ZLWK�WKH�DVVLVWDQFH�RI�¾HOG�VWXGLHV��SKRWRJUDSKV��
drawings and in situ sketches of the buildings. 

3. Constructive studies7 to identify and classify the original constructive 
systems which were corroborated with construction manuals and 
notes from that time period8��7KH�VWXG\�ZDV�YHUL¾HG�E\�GUDZLQJ�WKH�
details.

Drawing was the common theme of the study conducted; it was utilised 
in this study as an exploration tool. At the same time, the administrative 
and technical documentation obtained from the sources consulted was 
organised. Thus, two databases meeting a double condition have been 
processed: on the one hand they are the result of the compilation and 
organisation of the information gathered during the investigation; on 

7
A concept according to which the 
UHJXODWLRQ� 81(� ������������� GH¾QHV�
²FRQVWUXFWLYH�W\SRORJ\³�DV�WKH�FODVVL¾FDWLRQ�
of the constructive materials, elements or 
systems based on their morphological or 
functional properties, characteristics or 
DI¾QLWLHV�

8
The aforementioned manuals are those 
utilised by the architect Francisco 
*LPpQH]� $UpYDOR�� D� PHPEHU� RI� WKH�
company La Reformadora Granadina and 
designer of six buildings on the Gran Vía. 
The manuals were later used by his son, 
WKH�DUFKLWHFW�-RVp�)HOLSH�*LPpQH]�/DFDO��
the designer of two buildings on the same 
VWUHHW��*LPpQH]�<DQJXDV�$UFKLYH��

5
%HWZHHQ� ���������� ¾IW\�WZR� EXLOGLQJV�
were constructed, of which ten were 
demolished and replaced by others. 

6
A concept according to which the 
UHJXODWLRQ� 81(� ������������� GH¾QHV�
“architectural typology” as the group of 
buildings with similar characteristics due 
to their same function.

Image 6 |
Figurative reconstruction of the Gran Vía de 
Colón in 1934. General layout of the Gran 
Vía drawn from the vectorisation and geo-
referencing of the original layouts of the 
EXLOGLQJV�DQG�¾HOG�VXUYH\LQJ�FRQGXFWHG�E\�WKH�
author

http://www.iaph.es/phinvestigacion/index.php/phinvestigacion/article/view/139
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the other hand they form a useful instrument that makes subsequent 
discoveries possible. 

7KH� ¾UVW� GDWDEDVH� EULQJV� WRJHWKHU� PDWWHUV� UHODWHG� WR� WKH� VWXG\�
Memory of the Construction of the Gran Vía de Colón (Memoria de 
la construcción de la Gran Vía de Colón9). The second database 
summarises general information about the Gran Vía de Colón Project, 
its execution and the architectural and constructive characterisation of 
this avenue (see image 5).

The steps taken in order to reach the three levels of knowledge 
proposed above were the following:

1. Location and selection of all public and private archives containing 
original sources of documentation concerning the Gran Vía de Colón. 

���&ODVVL¾FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�IRXQG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�DVSHFWV�
GH¾QLQJ� WKH� DUFKLWHFWXUDO� LGHQWLW\� RI� WKH� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� �EOXHSULQWV��
descriptive and constructive reports and building completion 
FHUWL¾FDWHV��� 7KH� PDWHULDO� XWLOLVHG� FDPH� IURP�� ZRUN� SHUPLW� UHFRUGV�
processed between 1985 and 2013 (Municipal Administrative 
General Archive of Granada, AGAMG); historical work permit records 
processed between 1898 and 1934 (Municipal Historical Archive 
RI�*UDQDGD��$0*5��� ¾OHV� IURP� WKH�8UEDQ�3URSHUW\�7D[�5HFRUGV� RI�
Granada processed between 1900 and 1929 and containing the 

9
A document which partially incorporates 
the database elaborated by the author 
for the research work entitled Memoria 
de la construcción de la Gran Vía de 
Colón de Granada. Reconocimiento y 
FDUDFWHUL]DFLyQ�GH�VXV�HGL¾FLRV�������

http://www.iaph.es/phinvestigacion/index.php/phinvestigacion/article/view/139
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%XLOGLQJ� &RPSOHWLRQ� &HUWL¾FDWHV� �3URYLQFLDO� +LVWRULFDO� $UFKLYH� RI�
*UDQDGD�� $+3*��� JUDSKLF� GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�� PDQXDOV�� RI¾FLDO� QRWHV�
DQG� FDWDORJXHV� IURP� *LPpQH]� $UpYDOR� �*LPpQH]� <DQJXDVµ� SULYDWH�
DUFKLYH���DQG�SKRWRJUDSKV�DQG�¾HOG�VNHWFKHV�

3. Creation of the database named Administrative and Constructive 
Memory of the Gran Vía de Colón, in which the information obtained is 
FODVVL¾HG�DQG�RUGHUHG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�IROORZLQJ�SDUDPHWHUV�

!�,GHQWL¾FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�VLWHV�DQG�SORWV�RI�ODQG�WKDW�ZHUH�QXPEHUHG�
according to the Project signed by the municipal architect Modesto 
Cendoya.

!�,GHQWL¾FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�RULJLQ�RI�SULPDU\�VRXUFH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�UHIHUHQFHV�
in public and private archives for each of the buildings (Municipal 
Historical Archive, AMGR; Provincial Historical Archive of Granada, 
AHPG; Municipal General Archive, AGAMG; the Building Preservation 
Service Archive, ASCEAG; and private archives from architects who 
have intervened in rehabilitation projects on Gran Vía buildings).

Images 7a and 7b |
Percentages of the systems utilised for the 
vertical and horizontal structures of the inherited 
heritage on the Gran Vía de Colón in Granada. 
Graphs created by the author

http://www.iaph.es/phinvestigacion/index.php/phinvestigacion/article/view/139
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!�,GHQWL¾FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�RZQHU�DQG�DUFKLWHFW�

> Project drafting date, work permit application date, the date the permit 
ZDV�JUDQWHG�DQG�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�FRPSOHWLRQ�FHUWL¾FDWH�GDWH�RI�LVVXH�

> Constructive characterisation of the vertical and horizontal structure 
of each building.

��� 9HFWRULVDWLRQ� RI� WKH� RULJLQDO� ¿RRU� SODQ� OD\RXWV� IRU� HDFK� RI� WKH�
EXLOGLQJV�� )RUW\�QLQH� RI� WKH� ¾IW\�WZR� EXLOGLQJV� FRQVWUXFWHG� RQ� WKH�
Gran Vía were drawn. The resulting layouts were geo-referenced 
by means of relative coordinates in the updated land registration 
SODQV�RI�*UDQDGD��7KH�JUDSKLF� UHFWL¾FDWLRQ�ZDV�EDVHG�RQ� ODQG�SORW�
perimeters and the location and morphology of the courtyards; 
using this information, the drawing was readjusted for each of the 
buildings while maintaining the alignments and location of support 
elements. The remaining six buildings that could not be drawn –as 
no graphic information could be found or the buildings themselves 
could not be accessed to obtain data in situ– are represented by 
the outline of land plots and courtyards.  The result replicated the 
¾JXUDWLYH� UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI� WKH�FRPSOHWH� OD\RXW�RI� WKH�*UDQ�9tD�GH�
Colón following its completion in 1934. 

5. Field work and photograph registration, in situ drawings and inspec-
tions via samples, identifying the constructive characterisation of the 
famous element. Four types of vertical structural systems are recog-
nised (mixed ceramic frameworks with wood elements, load bea-
ring brick walls, cast iron columns and reinforced steel beams) and 
two types of horizontal structural systems are recognised (wood and 
QDUURZ� ¿DQJH� VWHHO� EHDPV��� 5HFRUGLQJ� DQG� FODVVLI\LQJ� WKHVH� W\SHV�
produces the results shown in images 7a and 7b.

6. Elaboration of constructive details from the literal descriptions con-
tained in the reports included in the work permit application records. 
The data collected was compared with the data acquired from the 
¾HOG� LQVSHFWLRQV�� PDQXDOV� IURP� WKH� WLPH� SHULRG10 and construction 
notes in which authors stand out such as the master builder Carpinell 
(circa 1883), the engineer Levi (1926) and the architects Barberot 
(1927) and Esselborn (1928). 

7. Elaboration of the catalogue of the constructive repertoire for each 
of the buildings11. The model applied and the results on each of the 
buildings analysed is provided. The complete catalogue features a 
WRWDO�RI�IRUW\�¾[�¾OHV�

���(ODERUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�7HFKQLFDO�DQG�$GPLQLVWUDWLYH�,GHQWL¾FDWLRQ�&KDUW�
of the Gran Vía de Colón Project (1891-1934).

10
See note 8

11
The present article presents one of the 
¾IW\�WZR� ¾OHV� FUHDWHG� E\� WKH� DXWKRU� IRU�
research work on the unpublished thesis 
entitled Memoria de la construcción 
de la Gran Vía de Colón de Granada. 
Reconocimiento y caracterización de sus 
HGL¾FLRV (2015).

Image 8 |
6WUXFWXUDO�YLHZ�RI�D�FDQWLOHYHU�ZLWK�QDUURZ�¿DQJH�
metal beams and wire-reinforced cement. 
Back façade of Gran Vía No. 27. Photo: Roser 
Martínez Ramos

http://www.iaph.es/phinvestigacion/index.php/phinvestigacion/article/view/139
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Image 9 |
7\SHV�RI�IUDPHZRUNV�LGHQWL¾HG�RQ�WKH�*UDQ�9tD��7KH�XVH�RI�WZR�W\SHV�RI�IUDPHZRUNV�ZDV�GHWHFWHG��ZRRG�VFDQWOLQJV�DQG�QDUURZ�¿DQJH�PHWDO�EHDPV��7ZR�
RWKHU�VXEW\SHV�DUH�UHFRJQLVHG�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�VHFRQG�FODVVL¾FDWLRQ��WKRVH�FRQVWUXFWHG�ZLWK�ZLUH�UHLQIRUFHG�FHPHQW��ZLUH�PHVK�RU�LQWHUWZLQHG�URGV��DQG�WKRVH�
FRQVWUXFWHG�ZLWK�FHUDPLF�EORFNV�DQG�PRUWDU��'UDZLQJV�FUHDWHG�E\�WKH�DXWKRU�GXULQJ�WKH�¾HOG�LQVSHFWLRQV�������

http://www.iaph.es/phinvestigacion/index.php/phinvestigacion/article/view/139
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Image 11 |
0RGHO�RI�D�¾OH�RI�WKH�&RQVWUXFWLYH�5HSHUWRLUH�RI�WKH�*UDQ�9tD�GH�&ROyQ��0RGHO�DSSOLHG�WR�EXLOGLQJ�*UDQ�9tD�1R�����*UDSKLF�GRFXPHQW�FUHDWHG�E\�WKH�
author. Advance of the document Catalogue of the Constructive Repertoire of the Gran Vía de Colón

Image 10 |
'LDJUDP� RI� QDUURZ� ¿DQJH� VWUXFWXUDO� VWHHO�
beam framework with cement reinforced with 
expanded metal or mesh. Source: Applications 
of Expanded Steel Manual (Aplicaciones del 
acero extendido) by the Fábricas Rivière de 
%DUFHORQD� �FLUFD� ������� 6RXUFH�� *LPpQH]�
Yanguas Archive

http://www.iaph.es/phinvestigacion/index.php/phinvestigacion/article/view/139
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Image 12 |
Timeline of the construction process of the Gran Vía. The material utilised by the author in the elaboration of the table forms part of the material generated 
during her research study�0HPRULD�GH�OD�&RQVWUXFFLyQ�GH�OD�*UDQ�9tD�GH�&ROyQ��5HSHUWRULR�\�FDUDFWHUL]DFLyQ�GH�VXV�HGL¾FLRV
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CONCLUSIONS

Implementation of the regulations on the protection of architectural 
heritage does not guarantee an accurate intervention nor prevents 
inappropriate actions from being carried out on real estate. Addressing 
the challenges presented by the effective maintenance management, 
preservation and restoration of the buildings of the inherited heritage of 
the Gran Vía de Colón must not be considered an optional matter. The 
critical and descriptive stance on this historical urban area represents 
a response to the widely accepted assumption of knowledge prior to 
action. The processing and organisation of the scattered and unknown 
information on this avenue gave the following results, among others: 
WKH�¾JXUDWLYH�UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�*UDQ�9tD�GH�&ROyQ�LQ�������JHR�
referenced in the updated land registration plans of Granada (image 
6); elaboration of a timeline of the construction process of the Gran Vía 
de Colón; supply of a catalogue model of the constructive repertoire, 
generated for both the preserved buildings as well as for the buildings 
that have since disappeared.

The exploratory knowledge formula utilised from the perspective 
of architectural discipline could be extrapolated to other cases of 
historical cities that, just as the Gran Vía of Granada, are characterised 
E\� GH¾QHG� FKURQRORJLFDO� DQG� XUEDQ� ERXQGDULHV� DQG� DOORZ� FRPPRQ�
constructive and architectural types to be distinguished. The creation of 
databases regarding historical urban areas –similar to Granada for the 
study on the Gran Vía de Colón– could contribute to the development 
of information management and integration systems in local and/or 
regional administrations.

In addition to the above we must add a reason for opportunity given 
that, according to the regulatory Ordinances established regarding the 
duty to preserve buildings in the city of Granada (ORDENANZA, 2011: 
37-77), the review period for historical buildings (which have not been 
subjected to comprehensive restoration) closes in 2016. 

For this reason, the information collected represents material of great 
interest for future preservation and restoration interventions on the 
buildings within the scope of the study.

http://www.iaph.es/phinvestigacion/index.php/phinvestigacion/article/view/139
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