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Riassunto

Lo scopo di questa tesi di dottorato e studiare il funzionale dell’area per sottovarieta
immerse in varieta graduate equiregolari. Queste strutture, che generalizzano le varieta
subrimanniane non richiedendo nessuna ipotesi di Hormander, sono definite su una
varieta liscia N ed ammettono una filtrazione H! C ... C H® crescente di sottofibrati
del fibrato tangente compatibile con 'operazione di commutazione. Quando fissiamo
un punto p in N questa filtrazione diventa una bandiera di sottospazi ed il grado di un
vettore nello spazio tangente ¢ uguale a ¢ se tale vettore appartiene allo sottospazio Hf)
ma non appartiene a Hfjl. Un sottovarieta immersa M in una struttura graduata N e
ancora un varieta graduata: la sua filtrazione si ottiene intersecando ogni sottofibrato
di quella originale H! C ... C H?* con il fibrato tangente T'M. Il grado puntuale & dato
dalla dimensione omogenea di questa nuova bandiera H' N T,M C ... C H*NT,M.
Il grado di M é il massimo tra i gradi puntuali di tutti i punti p € M. Risulta
che il funzionale dell’area dipende dal grado della sottovarieta. Quindi per calcolare
la variazione prima dobbiamo prendere in considerazione solo variazioni ammissibili,
che non aumentano il grado durante la variazione. Si verifica che ad ogni variazione
ammissibile si puo associare un campo vettoriale variazionale che verifica un sistema
lineare di equazioni alle derivate parziali del primo ordine. Un campo vettore a supporto
compatto che verifica questo sistema si dice ammissibile, la domanda naturale che ci
poniamo ¢ se ¢ integrabile da una variazione ammissibile.

Il caso piu semplice di immersione ¢ dato da una curva v : I — R immersa in una
varieta graduata. In questo caso L. Hsu in [56] introdusse la mappa di olonomia e scopri
che quando la sua restrizione all'intervallo [a, b] C I & suriettiva, allora i campi vettoriali
ammissibili supportati in (a, b) sono integrabili. Questa & una condizione differenziale
molto difficile da verificare, mentre noi introduciamo un’ipotesi di forte regolarita,
che e una condizione puntuale sul rango di una matrice, piu facile da verificare ed
che implica ovviamente il teorema di deformabilita precedentemente enunciato. Le
curve non regolari vengono chiamate singolari e sono le geodetiche anormali introdotte

da Montgomery nell’articolo [73, 74]. Tra queste curve singolari ve ne sono alcune
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particolarmente interessanti che sono le curve isolate nella topologia C!, perché non
ammettono variazioni ammissibili a supporto compatto.

La condizione di forte regolarita si generalizza facilmente al caso delle sottovarieta
di dimensione generica e ci permette di dedurre un teorema di deformabilita locale.
Sotto questa ipotesi siamo inoltre in grado di calcolare la variazione prima e dedurre
I’equazione di curvatura media che in certi casi puo essere anche del terzo ordine.
Ancora piu interessante ¢ il fatto che riusciamo ad esibire un esempio di sottovarieta
isolata nella topologia C*. La sottovarieta in questione ¢ un piano di grado tre immerso
nel gruppo di Engel, la cui unica variazione ammissibile trasversale coincide con
I'immersione stessa.

Solo quando la sottovarieta e rigata da curve di grado ¢, il sistema di equazioni
alle derivate parziali si riduce ad un sistema di equazioni differenziali ordinarie lungo
le curve caratteristiche di grado ¢y. Di conseguenza in questo caso siamo in grado di

generalizzare la nozione di mappa di olonomia a dimensione piu alta.



Resumen

El objetivo de esta tesis doctoral es estudiar el funcional drea de subvariedades inmersas
en variedades graduadas equiregulares. Estas estructuras, que generalizan las variedades
subriemannianas sin asumir a priori la hipotesis de Hormander, estan definidas sobre
una variedad diferenciable N y admiten una filtraciéon H' C ... C H?® ascendente de
sub-fibrados del espacio tangente compatible con el corchete de Lie. Cuando fijamos
un punto p en N, esta filtracién es una cadena de subespacios y el grado de un vector
en el espacio tangente es igual a ¢ si dicho vector pertenece al subespacio ’Hf; pero
no pertenece al subespacio Hf;’l. Una subvariedad M inmersa en una estructura
graduada es también una variedad graduada porque hereda su filtracion cortando cada
sub-fibrado de la primera con el fibrado tangente 7'M . El grado puntual se define como
la dimensién homogénea de esta nueva cadena H' NT,M C ... C H*NT,M. El grado
de M es el maximo del grado puntual sobre todos los puntos en M. La nocién de area
que consideraremos, que se obtiene como limite de areas riemannianas, depende del
grado de la subvariedad. Para calcular la primera variacién, tenemos que considerar
solo las variaciones admisibles, que no aumentan el grado durante la variacion. Resulta
que el campo variacional asociado a una variaciéon admisible cumple un sistema lineal
de ecuaciones en derivadas parciales de primer orden. Diremos que un campo vectorial
con soporte compacto es admisible cuando cumpla dicho sistema de ecuaciones en
derivadas parciales de primer orden. Entonces, la pregunta natural que surge es si un
campo vectorial admisible es integrable por medio de una variacién admisible.

El caso mas simple de inmersiéon viene dado por una curva v : I — R en un
variedad graduada. L. Hsu en [56] descubrié que, cuando la aplicaciéon de holonomia es
sobreyectiva restringida al intervalo [a, b] C I, se pueden integrar los campos vectoriales
admisibles con soporte en (a, b). Esta hip6tesis de regularidad es muy dificil de verificar.
Sin embargo, la hipétesis de regularidad fuerte, que es una condicién puntual sobre el
rango de la matriz de control, es mas facil de verificar e implica claramente el teorema de
deformacion anteriormente enunciado. Las curvas no regulares son llamadas singulares

y son las geodésicas anormales introducidas por Montgomery en los articulos [73, 74].
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Entre estas curvas singulares hay algunas particularmente més interesantes, que son
las curvas aisladas en la topologia C*, porque no admiten variaciones admisibles con
soporte compacto.

La condiciéon de regularidad fuerte se puede generalizar al caso de las subvariedades
de dimension arbitraria y nos permite deducir un teorema de deformacion local. Bajo
esta hipotesis podemos calcular la primera variacién y deducir la ecuacion de curvatura
media, que en algunos casos puede ser un operador de tercer orden. Atn mas interesante
es que exhibimos por primera vez un ejemplo de subvariedad aislada en la topologia C*.
La subvariedad en cuestion es un plano de grado tres inmerso en el grupo de Engel,
cuya Unica variacién admisible transversal coincide con la misma inmersion.

Solamente cuando la subvariedad es reglada por curvas de grado g, el sistema de
ecuaciones en derivadas parciales se reduce a un sistema de ecuaciones diferenciales
ordinarias a lo largo de las curvas caracteristicas de grado tg. Por tanto, en este caso,

podemos generalizar la nociéon de aplicacion de holonomia a dimensiones superiores.



Introduction

The aim of this PhD thesis is to study the area functional for submanifolds immersed
in an equiregular graded manifold. This setting extends the sub-Riemannian one, re-
moving the bracket generating condition. However, even in the sub-Riemannian setting
only submanifolds of dimension or codimension one have been extensively studied. We
will study the general case and observe that in higher codimension new phenomena
arise, which do not show up in the Riemannian case. In particular, we will prove the
existence of isolated surfaces, which do not admit degree preserving variations: a phe-

nomena observed up to now only for curves, related to the notion of abnormal geodesics.

Graded manifolds are smooth manifolds N endowed with a increasing filtration of
sub-bundles H! C ... C H® of the tangent bundle T'N. This filtration is compatible
with the Lie bracket since given X € H' and Y € H’ the commutator [X, Y] belongs
to #'*7. Given a point p € N we have a flag of subspaces H, C ... C Hj = T,N. The
degree of a vector v € T,N is equal to £ if v € H} and v ¢ H] .

The concept of pointwise degree for a submanifold M immersed in a graded manifold
(N, H', ..., H?*) was first introduced by Gromov in [50] as the homogeneous dimension

of the tangent flag given by
T,MNH, C--- CT,MNH,, (0.0.1)

The degree of a submanifold deg(M) is the maximum of the pointwise degree among
all points in M. An alternative way of defining the degree is the following: on an
open neighborhood of a point p € N we can always consider a local basis (X7, ..., X,)
adapted to the filtration (H");—;
[69] the degree of a simple m-vector X; A ... A X is the sum of the degree of the

_____ s, 50 that each X; has a well defined degree. Following
vector fields of the adapted basis appearing in the wedge product. Since we can write
a m-vector tangent to M with respect to the simple m-vectors of the adapted basis,

the pointwise degree is given by the maximum of the degrees of these simple m-vectors.
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Examples of graded manifolds are Carnot manifolds (N, ), where H is a constant
rank distribution satisfying Hérmander’s rank condition: in this case H! coincides
with H and for every i, H* is obtained from H via ¢ commutations. Another example
are Hormander structures of type II introduced by Rothschild and Stein [93]. These
structures are naturally associated to a heat subelliptic equation: H! is a purely spatial
Hormander distribution, 9, € H? and all the elements of the flag of higher degree
are obtained via commutation. In this case it is clear that regularity properties of
the solution depend not only on integral curves of vector fields of degree one, but
also on integral curves of the vector field 0;, of degree 2. Finally we can consider a
sub-Riemannian manifold (N, H, h), which is a Carnot manifold (N, H) endowed with
a metric h on the distribution H and its submanifolds M. In [50, page 151] Gromov
points out that, while the distance of a sub-Riemannian manifold (N,?H,h) can be
expressed in term of integral curves of vector fields of degree 1 by Chow’s Theorem,
the same thing is no more true for a submanifold M immersed in N, with the induced
distance. Only if the new distribution H N'T'N verifies a Hormander type condition on
M, there exists a horizontal path tangent to M connecting any two points in M. This
condition for the distribution HN7T' M is not satisfied even in simple cases. Nevertheless
the submanifold M inherits a filtration H! NTM C ... C H* N TM of its tangent
bundle T'M by means of the flag of sub-bundles H! C ... C H* in the ambient space
N induced by the distribution H. Therefore M endowed with this induced flag is a
graded manifold and the induced anisotropic distance on the submanifold M can be
defined as in Definition 1.1 in the paper by Nagel, Stein and Wainger [80]. As all these
examples show, the category of graded manifolds seems to be the natural one to study
the immersed submanifolds, since they certainly inherit the graded structure from the
ambient space.

We consider a Riemannian metric ¢ = (-,-) on N. For any p € N, we get an
orthogonal decomposition 7, N = IC; @©...®K,. Then we apply to g a dilation induced
by the grading, which means that, for any r > 0, we take the Riemannian metric g,

making the subspaces IC; orthogonal and such that

1

ri—1

gr\/ci = 9!1@' .

Whenever H! is a bracket generating distribution the structure (N, g,) converges
uniformly to the sub-Riemannian structure (N, H', gz2) as 7 — 0. Therefore an

immersed submanifold M C N of degree d has Riemannian area measure A(M, g,)
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with respect to the metric g,. We define area measure A, of degree d by

Ay(M) = lrii(rjl p(dee(M)=dim(MD)/2 AN g) (0.0.2)
when this limit exists and it is finite. In (3.1.5) we stress that the area measure A, of
degree d is given by integral of the norm the g-orthogonal projection onto the subspace
of m-forms of degree equal to d of the orthonormal m-vector tangent to M. This area
formula was provided in [69, 68] for C' submanifolds immersed in Carnot groups and
in [38] for intrinsic regular submanifolds in the Heisenberg groups.

Given an immersion ® : M — N of degree d into a graded manifold (N, (H),),
we wish to compute the Euler-Lagrange equations for the area functional A;. The
problem has been intensively studied for hypersurfaces, and results appeared in
(43, 28, 17, 18, 29, 6, 53, 54, 57, 89, 90, 72, 22]. For submanifolds of codimension
greater than one in a sub-Riemannian structure only in the case of curves has been
studied. In sub-Riemannian geometry, the existence of minimizing curves for the
length functional that are not solutions of the geodesic equation was discovered by
Montgomery in [73, 74]. These curves are known as abnormal extremals. The prob-
lem of their regularity has been widely considered in the literature, see for instance
[75, 3, 2, 63, 61, 77, 1, 88]. The usual approach to face this problem is by means of the
study of the endpoint map. However, in this work we follow an alternative approach
based on the Griffiths formalism as suggested by Bryant and Hsu [11, 56], since it can
be generalized to higher dimensional submanifolds showing the existence of isolated

submanifolds.

In Chapter 2 we consider a curve v : I — N. Its degree d = deg(7) is the maximum
of the pointwise degree of its points, that is exactly the degree of the tangent vector
7'(t) at each t € I. Then the area functional in this case coincides with the length

functional

La(y, J) = /J Oa(t)dt

for each J C I, where 6,(t) is the density given by the projection of 7/(¢) onto the
space generated by adapted vector fields X,,, ,+1,...,X,, of degree d along the curve.
If we wish to compute the Euler-Lagrange equations we need to consider admissible

variations (see 2.2.1 for the definition): the ones that preserve the degree of the initial
EIN0)

0s  |s—0
associated to an admissible variation has to verify the first order condition (2.2.3) along

curve 7. Then it turns out that the associated variational vector field V' (t) =

~v. We say that a vector field along ~ is admissible when it verifies the system of ODEs
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(2.2.3). In [56, Theorem 3] Hsu pointed out that under a surjectivity condition of a
map associated to v each admissible vector field along ~ is integrable by an admissible
variation.

Roughly speaking a curve 7 is regular if it admits enough compactly supported
variations preserving its degree. Indeed, to integrate the vector field V (t) we follow
the exponential map generating the non-admissible compactly supported variation
['y(t) = exp, ) (sV(t)) of the initial curve 7. Let supp(V') C [a,b]. By the Implicit
Function Theorem there exists a vector field Y'(s,t) along v vanishing at a such that
the perturbations T'y(t) = exp,py(sV(t) + Y (s, t)) of T are curves of the same degree
of v for each s small enough. In general I' fixes the endpoint at (a) but moves the
endpoint at y(b). Finally the surjectivity condition allows us to produce the admissible
variation that moves the endpoint v(b) to 0, and produces the compactly supported
vector field V.

This concept of surjectivity of a map associated to ~ will be called regularity
of 7 and it deals with the controllability (see [10, Chapter 13]) of the system of
ODEs (2.2.3). Indeed after splitting the admissible vector V' along v in its horizontal
Vi, = Zle g; X; and vertical V,, = Z;‘:k +1 /jX; part the admissibility system of ODEs
(2.2.3) is equivalent to

F'(t) + B)F(t) + A(t)G(t) = 0, (0.0.3)

where A(t), B(t) are defined in (2.3.3) and (X;) is a global orthonormal adapted basis
along . We control this linear system with initial condition F'(a) = 0 on a compact
interval [a,b] C I when for each value yo € R"~* there exists a control horizontal vector
field G(t) € C5~'((a,b),R¥) such that F(t) solves (0.0.3) and F(b) = yo. In other

words if the holonomy map
HY :Hy ™ ((a,0) = Vg,  HYY(G) == F(b)

is surjective the system (0.0.3) is controllable. Therefore a curve « is said to be regular
restricted to [a,b] when the holonomy map is surjective. It turns out that there exists
a regular matrix D(t) along 7 solving the differential equation D' = DB such that the

image of the holonomy map is given by

HY(G) = —D(b)"! / D(t)A()G(#)dt.



Table of contents 9

In Corollary 5 in [56] (Proposition 2.4.6) Hsu proved that the regularity condition on
v is equivalent to maximal rank condition on the matrix A(t) = D(t)A(t) along 7.
Furthermore all singular curves are characterized by the existence of a non-vanishing

row vector A(t) along ~y solving

N(t) = A()B(t)

(0.0.4)
A(HA(L) = 0.

Moreover, we check that the surjectivity of the holonomy map is independent of the
choice of Riemannian metric g = (-,-) on the tangent bundle T'N, thus the regularity
of a curve v is an invariant of the graded structure (N, H!,... H®). Furthermore in
Section 2.4.3 we proved that when we replace the space of continuous horizontal vector
fields with the space of square integrable horizontal vector fields, the surjectivity of
the holonomy map coincides with the surjectivity of the differential of the endpoint
map, that defines the regularity in the classical setting, see [75, 3, 2.

An analysis of Hsu’s regularity condition led us to introduce, in the article [23], a
weaker pointwise sufficient condition named strong regularity to ensure the integrability
of all admissible vector fields along 7 (see Theorem 2.6.4) . This pointwise full rank
condition does not require solving a differential equation but still ensures the regularity
of the curve. Consequently the nature of Theorem 2.6.4 is purely local in the sense

that guarantees variations only in neighborhoods of the point ¢ € I where the matrix

A(t) has full rank.

Even though the regularity of a curve is an invariant of the graded structure, the
minimizing paths for the length functional Ly of fixed degree clearly strongly depends
on the Riemannian metric g. Regarding only regular curves of fixed degree we deduce
the Euler-Lagrange equation for the critical points of Ly in Theroem 2.7.2, providing
some interesting application for curves of degree 2 belonging to a surfaces immersed
the Heisenberg group. However there are singular curves that are not solution of the
geodesic equation but they are minima for L;. When this singular horizontal curves

are minima of the sub-Riemannian length L, they are known as abnormal extremals.

In Chapter 3, we consider a C* m-dimensional immersion ® : M — N, with m > 1,

into a graded structure (N, H!,... H*), ®(M) = M. The problem of producing
admissible variations that preserves the degree is analogous to the one dimensional

problem previously treated. Consequently we focus on admissible variations, which

'y

preserve it. The associated admissible vector fields, V = <, o

satisfies the system
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of partial differential equations of first order (3.3.3) on M. So we are led to the
central question of characterizing the admissible vector fields which are associated
to an admissible variation. In this setting, in general, there does not seem to be an
acceptable generalization of such an holonomy map. Indeed, the system of ODEs along
the curve becomes a complicated first order system of PDEs on the submanifold. Since
an existence result for compactly supported solutions of (3.3.3) is not available in
general, the theory previously exhibited for curves is not simple to develop. However,
in [24] we realized that the notion of strong regularity, introduced in [23] for curves, can
be easily generalized to submanifolds of given degree. In this setting the admissibility

system (3.3.3) in coordinates is given by

2. GV E;(F)(P) + BE)E(R) + AP)G() =0, (0.0.5)
j=

where C;, B, A are matrices, I are the vertical components of the admissible vector
field and G are the horizontal control components. Since the strong regularity tells
us that the matrix A(p) has full rank we can locally write explicitly a part of the
controls in terms of the vertical components and the other part of the controls, then
applying the Implicit Function Theorem we produce admissible variations. This way
in Theorem 3.5.2 we obtain that the strong regularity is a sufficient condition for the
local integrability of admissible vector fields on M. In Remark 3.6.4 we recognize that
our definition of strongly regular immersion generalizes the notion introduced by [50]
of regular horizontal immersions, that are submanifolds immersed in the horizontal
distribution such that the degree coincides with the topological dimension m. In
[49], see also [83], the author shows a deformability theorem for regular horizontal
immersions by means of the Nash’s Implicit Function Theorem [81]. Our result is in
the same spirit but for immersions of general degree.

We establish that this strongly regular condition holds in the case of surfaces of
degree 4 and codimension 2 immersed in a four dimensional Engel structure. On the
other hand we are able to show that there are isolated surfaces which does not admit
degree preserving variations. Indeed, in Example 3.5.7 we exhibit an isolated plane,
immersed in the Engel group, whose only admissible normal vector field is the trivial
one. Moreover, Proposition 3.5.8 shows that this isolated plane is rigid in the C!
topology, thus this plane is a local minimum for the area functional. Therefore we
recognized that a similar phenomenon to the one of existence of abnormal curves can

arise in higher dimension. Finally we conjecture that a bounded open set €2 contained
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in this isolated plane is a global minimum among all possible immersed surfaces sharing
the same boundary 0f).

Moreover, in [47] we notice that there exist special coordinates adjusted to the
admissibility system. Indeed Proposition 3.4.4 guarantees that this admissibility system
is independent on the choice of metric g on T'N and Proposition 3.3.5 shows that only
the transversal part V+ of the vector field V = VT 4+ V1 affects the admissibility
system. Therefore, we consider an adapted tangent basis Ey, ..., E,, for the flag (0.0.1)
and then we add transversal vector fields V,,,11,...,V, of increasing degrees so that a
sorting of {E1, ..., En, Vins1, ..., Vi } is a local adapted basis for N. Then we consider
the metric g that makes Ey,..., Ep, Vina, ..., V, an orthonormal basis. Hence we

obtain that the admissibility system is equivalent to

n m+k
E](fz) = - Z bijr fr— Z Qi5h Ghs (0-0-6)
r=m+k+1 h=m+1
fori =m+k+1,...,n and deg(V;) > deg(E;). In equation (0.0.6) the integer k,
defined after (3.4.5), separates the horizontal control of the systems V}, = Zf;ﬂcﬂ Vi
from the vertical component V,, =377, | f.V;.

As we stressed before a generalization of the holonomy map for general submanifolds
of dimension grater than one is not easy to find but we realized that it is possible when
we consider ruled m-dimensional submanifolds whose (m — 1) tangent vector fields
Es, ..., E,, have degree s and fill up the last layer of the graded manifold (N, H?, ... H?)
and the first vector field E; has degree equal to tg, where 1 < 19 < s — 1. The resulting
degree is deg(M) = (m — 1)s + 9. Therefore the ruled submanifold is foliated by
curves of degree 1y out of the characteristic set My, whose points have degree strictly
less than deg(M). Then, under a logarithmic change of coordinates x = (1, %), the

admissibility system (0.0.6) becomes

OF (x)
0x1

= —B(2)F(z) — A(z)G(x), (0.0.7)

where 0,, is the partial derivative in the direction E;, G are the horizontal coordinates
Vi, = S0k L giVi, F are the vertical components given by V, = S . f,.V, and
A, B are matrices defined at the end of Section 3.7. Therefore, this system of ODEs
is easy to solve in the direction 0,, perpendicular to the (m — 1) foliation generated
by Es,..., E,. We consider a bounded open set ¥q C {x; = 0} in the foliation, then
we build the e-cylinder Q. = {(z1,2) : & € ¥0,0 < 21 < €} over 3. We consider the

horizontal controls G in the space of continuous functions compactly supported in €2..
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For each fixed G , F'is the solution of (0.0.7) vanishing on ¥y. Then the image of the
higher dimensional holonomy map Hj, is the solution F', evaluated on the top of the
cylinder €2.. We say that a ruled submanifold is reqular when the holonomy map is
surjective, namely we are able to generate all possible compactly supported continuous
vertical functions on ¥. C {z; = €} by letting vary the control G in the space of
compactly supported continuous horizontal functions inside the cylinder {2.. The main
difference with the one dimensional case is that the target space of the holonomy map
is now the Banach space of compactly supported continuous vertical vector fields on
the foliation instead of the finite dimensional vertical space of vectors at the final point
v(b) of the curve. In Theorem 3.8.7 we provide a nice characterization of singular ruled
submanifolds in analogy with (0.0.4), first established in the case of curves by Hsu
[56, Theorem 6]. Moreover, if s —3 < 19 < s — 1 the space of m-vector fields of degree
grater than deg(M) is reasonably simple, thus in Theorem 3.9.5 we show that each
admissible vector field on a regular immersed ruled submanifold is integrable in the
spirit of [56, Theorem 3] (Theorem 2.5.4).

For strong regular submanifolds it is possible to compute the Euler-Lagrange
equations to obtain a sufficient condition for stationary points of the area A, of degree
d. This naturally leads to a notion of mean curvature, which is not in general a second
order differential operator, but can be of order three.

In the present thesis we want to show the results investigated in [23, 24, 47], develop
them further and give also a general presentation of the problem by trying to make

this manuscript as much self-contained as we can.



Chapter 1

Background and Preliminaries

1.1 Background

1.1.1 Carnot manifolds

Let N be an n-dimensional smooth manifold. Given two smooth vector fields X,Y on

N, their commutator or Lie bracket is defined by
(X,Y]:=XY -YX. (1.1.1)

An [-dimensional distribution H on N assigns smoothly to every p € N an [-dimensional
vector subspace H, of T,N. We say that a distribution H complies Hormander’s

condition if any local frame {X1, ..., X;} spanning H satisfies
dim(L(Xy,...,X)))(p) =n, forallpe N, (1.1.2)

where £( X, ..., X)) is the linear span of the vector fields X, ..., X; and their com-
mutators of any order.

A Carnot manifold (N, H) is a smooth manifold N endowed with an [-dimensional
distribution H satisfying Hormander’s condition. We refer to H as the horizontal
distribution. We say that a vector field on N is horizontal if it is tangent to the
horizontal distribution at every point. A C! path is horizontal if the tangent vector
is everywhere tangent to the horizontal distribution. A sub-Riemannian manifold
(N,H,h) is a Carnot manifold (N, #H) endowed with a positive-definite inner product
h on H. Such an inner product can always be extended to a Riemannian metric on
N. Alternatively, any Riemannian metric on N restricted to H provides a structure of
sub-Riemannian manifold. The Chow—Rashevskii Theorem, proved by L.W. Chow [21]
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in 1939 and independently by P.K. Rashevskii [87] in 1938, assures that in a Carnot
manifold (N, ?H) the set of points that can be connected to a given point p € N by
a horizontal path is the connected component of N containing p, see [75]. Given a
Carnot manifold (N, H), we have a flag of subbundles

H' =HCH*C---CH C---CTN, (1.1.3)

defined by
H = H 4 [H,HY, i>1,

where

[H,H] = {[X,Y]: X e H,Y € H'}.

The smallest integer s satisfying H; = T, N is called the step of the distribution H at

the point p. Therefore, we have
H, CH, C - CH;=T,N.

The integer list (n1(p),- -+ ,ns(p)) is called the growth vector of H at p. The homoge-
neous dimension Q(p) of the Carnot manifold (N, H) at p € N is given by

M@Zii%®' (1.1.4)

When the growth vector is constant in a neighborhood of a point p € N we say that p
is a regular point for the distribution. We say that a distribution A on a manifold N
is equiregqular if the growth vector is constant in V.

Given a connected sub-Riemannian manifold (N, H, ), and a C' horizontal path

7 : |a,b] — N, we define the length of v by

b
L) = [ VRG,5(0) d. (1.15)
By means of the equality
d.(p,q) := inf{L(y) : v is a C" horizontal path joining p,q € N}, (1.1.6)

this length defines a distance function (see [12, § 2.1.1,§ 2.1.2]) usually called the
Carnot-Carathéodory distance, or CC-distance for short. See [75, Chapter 1.4] for
further details.
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1.1.2 Lie groups and Carnot groups

A Lie group (G,-) is a differentiable manifold which is also endowed with a group
structure such that the map G x G — G defined by (g,h) — g - h™! is C™ (see [99,
Definition 3.1]) and let g be its Lie algebra.

Definition 1.1.1. A Lie algebra g over R is a real vector space g together with a
bilinear operator |, | : g x g — g (called the bracket) such that for all XY, Z € g,

1. [X,Y] = -]V, X]. (anti-commutativity)
2. [X,Y],Z]+[Y, Z], X] + [[Z, X],Y] = 0. (Jacobi identity)

Definition 1.1.2. Let ¢ : N — Ny be a smooth function. The vector fields X on N;
and Y on N, are called p-related if dp(X) =Y o .

There is a finite dimensional Lie algebra intimately associated with each finite
dimensional Lie group. Moreover all the connected, simply connected Lie groups are
completely determined (up to isomorphism) by their Lie algebras, for further details
see [99]. Each Lie algebra can be seen as the space of all left invariant vector fields, i.e.
l,-related to themselves where the left translation by g in G is given by [,(h) =g - h.

Let V' C g be a linear subspace of the Lie algebra. This way, V is a left invariant
distribution and Hoérmander’s rank condition corresponds to the fact that V Lie-
generates g. In particular (G, V) is a Carnot manifold. If we set an inner product h on

V' we obtain a sub-Riemannian metric and (G, V, h) is a sub-Riemannian structure.

Definition 1.1.3. We say that G is a graded nilpotent Lie group if the Lie algebra g
has the form
g=V'eV'a . -0V*

where [V, VI =V and V" = 0 if r > s. Therefore, all iterated brackets of length

r > s are zero. Since V! =V Lie-generates g, we obtain a Carnot group.

Carnot groups enjoy the property of admitting dilations d;, for t > 0 such that
d.(0:(x),0:(y)) =t d.(x,y) for each z,y € G. These are first defined on the Lie algebra
by the map &; : g — g, where §;(X) := t'X when X € V' fori=1,...,s. Since G
is a simply connected Lie group we define the map ¢; : G — G extending the map
previously defined on the Lie algebra g by the exponential map exp : g — G, defined
in Section 1.1.3 and [99, Definition 3.30] .



16 Background and Preliminaries

1.1.3 Exponential map

Let 2 C N be an open set of N and X be a smooth vector field on 2. Fixed p € €,
the vector field X induces a local one parameter group of transformations on {2,

{ox(t,p) = o(t,p)}+ which is the unique solution of the Cauchy problem

do(t,p)
o o) (1.1.7)
a(0,p) = p.

This unique solution always exists for |t| sufficiently small. Moreover, if X =
X(uy,--- ,u,) depends in smooth way on parameters (up,---,u,) in an open set
U C R" and we consider compact sets L C U and K C (2, there exists a constant ¢
such that

0 Lx] —e€g, e[ xK — Q (1.1.8)

is a smooth function. When it is clear that the parameters v = (uq, ..., u,) and also
the vector field X are fixed, we denote ox(u,t,p) by o(t,p). For all ¢ sufficiently small,
ox(t,z) = oyx(1,2) = exp(tX)(x) is always well-defined. By the uniqueness of (1.1.7),
there holds

o(s,o(t,p)) =o(s+t,p) it pe K, |s+t| < e, (1.1.9)
oxx(t,p) = ox (A, p) when p € K, |M| < e. (1.1.10)

Now, by equation (1.1.9) the function x — o(—t,z) is a C* inverse of © — o(t, ).
Therefore, x — o(t, z) is a diffeomorphism on a compact set of 2, for |¢| sufficiently

small. In this sense we construct a parameter group of diffeomorphisms.

Definition 1.1.4. We define the exponential map by

exp(X)(p) = ox(1,p)
whenever the right hand side is defined.

Let X1,--+, X; be an orthonormal frame w.r.t. A on © and (uy,--- , ;) be parame-

ters in R'. Then, if
l
lul = | > u? (1.1.11)
=1
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is sufficiently small, |u| < €y, we have that the function
!
(ug, - ,u;,p) — exp (Zuz Xi> (p) (1.1.12)
i=1
is well-defined and smooth, see [80, Appendix].

Remark 1.1.5. Notice that

1. the curve v(t) = exp (tX) (p) = ox(t, p) is horizontal, when X a vector field in
Hon N.

2. the exponential map exp : g — G is a global diffeomorphism to a simply connected

Lie group G from its Lie algebra g.

1.1.4 Sub-Riemannian differential operators

A sub-Riemannian manifold (N, #, h) is the underlying structure to study the degen-
erate subellitic operator. Let (Xi,...,X;) be a local frame for the distribution H
orthonormal with respect to the horizontal metric h and €2 C N be an open set, the

horizontal gradient of a function u : {2 — R is given by

=1

where we denote by X;(u)(p) at p € Q the Lie derivative

t—0 t

We say that f belongs to C3,(2, R) if X;(f) are continuous functions with respect to
the Carnot-Carathéodory distance d. defined in (1.1.6) for every i = 1,--- ,[. Then we
define the class C},(€2, R) by iteration. We will call these spaces the spaces of intrinsic
function of class k£ w.r.t. the distribution #.

For each 7 =1,...,l we denote by X/ the adjoint of X; with respect to a volume

form wol given by

/N wX,(f) dvol = /N X7 (u) f dvol.
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Since in local coordinates dvol = wd/L, where w is a smooth density and £ is the

_ n
Lebesgue measure, and X; =327, a;;0; we have

n

X (u) = —w ' X;(wu) = > 9;(ai;)u.

j=1
Therefore the sub-Laplacian defined by
l
Ag(u) == divy (Vg (u) =Y X7 Xi(u) (1.1.14)
i=1

is a degenerate elliptic second order operator since the matrix (a;;(a;;)") is positive

semi-definite.

Definition 1.1.6. Let P be a linear differential operator with C°° coefficients in an
open set Q of N. Given a relative compact open set ' CC €2, we say that P is
hypoellitic if for each f € C°°(€') the solution u of the equation Pu = f belongs to
C> ().

L. Hormander in his celebrated paper [55] showed that whenever the distribution
H = span{Xy,..., X} satisfies Hormander’s rank condition (1.1.2) the degenerate
second order Ay is hypoelliptic. This result opened up the regularity theory and
the study of the fundamental solution for degenerate second order equations mostly
developed by [33, 48, 79, 59, 60]. In 1975 L. Rothschild and E. Stein [93] proved their
lifting approximation theorem. After a lifting at not regular point to a free up algebra to
a fixed level s (where all points are regular), they provided an homogeneous nilpotent
approximation (Xl, . ,X;) of the system of vector fields (Xi,...,X;). Then they
obtain the fundamental solution of the sub-Laplacian Ay using the parametrix method
where the approximate operator is >, XZ* X.. Similarly the Carnot-Carathéodory
distance d. can be approximated by a nilpotent distance CZ, then, using the Hausdorff-
Gromov convergence, J. Mitchell [71] proved that Carnot groups are the tangent cones
for the sub-Riemannian manifolds at regular points. This result was later revisited by
A. Bellaiche in [7]. Thus, we understand the importance of Carnot groups, that play
the role of tangent spaces for the sub-Riemannian geometry as the Euclidean spaces

R™ are the tangent spaces for the Riemannian manifolds.

1.1.5 Hypersurfaces immersed in sub-Riemannian manifolds

Let (N, H,h) be a sub-Riemannian manifold. Consider an open set 2 C N and an
orthonormal frame (X7, ..., X;) of the distribution H. Given a function u € L ()

loc
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the horizontal variation of u with respect to €2 is defined as

Vary (u, Q) = sup {/Qudivﬂ(qﬁ) dvol : ¢ € C’&(Q,’H)} , (1.1.15)

where in local coordinates ¢ = 3-'_, ¢; X; for ¢ € C}(Q), divy(¢) = X', X/ (¢;) and
dvol is the Riemannian volume form. A function u is said to have bounded H-variation
in Q if Vary(u, ) < oo, and the collection of all such functions is denoted by BV ().
Following the celebrated paper by E. De Giorgi [30], N. Garofalo and D.M. Nhieu [43]

defined the notion of perimeter in the sub-Riemannian setting.

Definition 1.1.7. Given E C (2 a measurable set, the H-perimeter of F relative to €2
is defined by
PH<E, Q) = Val‘q.[(XE, Q),

where g is the characteristic function of E. When Py (F, ) < oo for each open set
Q) C N we say that F is a H-Caccioppoli set.

Inspired by the classical Plateau problem, that consists on finding hypersurfaces of
least area among those that share a fix boundary, and the isoperimetric problem, that
searches for the least area enclosing a fixed volume, several authors in the last twenty
years have developed a rich theory in these sub-Riemannian setting. In [43, Theorem
1.24 ] the authors established an existence theorem for minimal surfaces under suitable
assumptions on the ambient manifold N as the Poincaré inequality and the doubling
property.

Fix a smooth Riemannian metric g on N such that g3 = h and assume that
E C N has C* boundary ¥, it follows from the Divergence Theorem in the Riemannian
manifold (N, g) that the perimeter Py (E) coincides with the sub-Riemannian area of
) defined by

A(R) = /Z p]dE, (1.1.16)

where v is a unit vector field normal to ¥ with respect to g, v, the orthogonal projection
of v to the horizontal distribution, and d¥ is the Riemannian measure of 3.

Keeping in mind the definition of intrinsic function in section 1.1.4, the natural
definition of intrinsic hypersurface in Carnot groups was provided by B. Franchi, R.

Serapioni and F. Serra Cassano in [36].

Definition 1.1.8. Let (G, ) be a Carnot group. We say that ¥ C G is a G-intrinsic
hypersurface if for any p € 3 there is an open set U of p and f € C3,(U) such that

SNU={qeU : flqg) =0, Vuf(q) # 0}
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This definition allows to avoid the presence of singular (or characteristic) points,
where the projection of the normal v, is equal to zero. However these intrinsic
hypersurfaces can even be fractals. This notion of G-intrinsic hypersurface is the right
one to study the retificability of the H-perimeter in Carnot groups, that was first
proved by B. Franchi, R. Serapioni and F. Serra Cassano in [35] and then and then
widely studied by [65, 29, 4, 25].

On the other hand, assuming that the hypersuface is a C'' immersion, we allow the

possibility of singular points.

Sub-Riemannian mean curvature equation for hypersurfaces

Let ¥ be a C? immersed hypersurface in a sub-Riemannian manifold (N, H, h), X =
{p € ¥ : v, =0} be the set of characteristic points and 2}, = ﬁ outside from .
Let g be a Riemannian metric on T'N such that g restricted to H concides with h.
First of all we provide a variation I'; of ¥ compactly supported in ¥ \ 3. Therefore,

computing the first variational formula

d
—| A2
)
for a C? immersed hypersurface, we obtain that the sub-Riemannian mean curvature
is given by
divi(2n) — - ([n, X1, X;) (1.1.17)
j=l+1

out of the characteristic set. In the previous formula the horizontal divergence

-1
divi(vy) = > (Ve Dn, )
i=1
is the trace of the horizontal second fundamental form 14 (e;, e;) = (Ve,p, €;) for each
1,7 =1,...,l =1, where ey,...,¢e_ is an orthonormal basis of 7,2 N H, such that
€1y, 11, Up = |Z—Z| is an orthonormal basis of 7T, and V is a connection adapted to
the sub-Riemannian structure, see [53, Definition 3.3]. The operator defined in [53] is
not self-adjoint, but the one defined in [91] in the Heisenberg group is self-adjoint and
provides a notion of principal curvatures and of mean curvature.

In the last years several papers from different fields have studied this horizontal
mean curvature equation to solve Plateau’s problem, Bernstein’s problem and the
isoperimetric problem in this new setting, only to mention a few [43, 28, 17, 18, 29, 6,
53, b4, 57, 89, 90, 72, 22].
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1.1.6 Submanifolds immersed in Carnot groups

The natural question that arises is what is the natural replacement of the H-perimeter
for submanifolds of higher codimension immersed in a sub-Riemannian geometry.
Since the spherical Hausdorff measure is not manageable, because it is not lower
semicontinuous with respect to the Hausdorff convergence of sets, V. Magnani and D.
Vittone in [69] introduced an new measure for C'' submanifolds immersed in Carnot
group G, with Lie algebra g = V! ® V2@ --- @ V*. Fix a left invariant metric ¢ that
makes the layers V* orthogonal and an open set Q C R™. Let ® : Q — G be an C*
immersion, then the area measure for each Borel subset ' C ) is given by

A(SY) (B, (2) Ao A Dy, (2))al, dL(2), (1.1.18)

= Q/|
where £ is the Lebesgue measure in R™, | - |, denotes the norm induced by g on
the m-vectors and (-)4 is the projection of the m-tangent vector onto the degree
d = deg(®(€2)). The degree of a submanifold, first introduced by Gromov [50], is the

maximum over all points of p € M of the homogeneous dimension

degy;(p) = jdim(T,M NV7).

J=1

For a formal definition of the degree the reader can refer to Section 1.2.3. For C!
immersions the authors in [69, Theorem 1.1] proved the equivalence between the area
measure (1.1.18) and the Hausdorff measure under the key assumption that points of
degree less than d are negligible with respect to the Hausdorff measure. Moreover it
is worth mentioning the intrinsic approach for submanifolds in the Heisenberg group
developed by [37, 38] and their replaced in [39] of the spherical Hausdorff measure
by the centered m-dimensional Hausdorff measure in more general setting of metric

spaces.

1.1.7 The endpoint map and Pontryagin’s principle

Let (N,H) be a Carnot manifold where A is a [-dimensional distribution and I =
la,b] € R. Given a point py € N we consider the space Q4(1,py) of all possible
absolutely continuous curves starting at py whose derivatives are square integrable on

I, for any metric h on the distribution. The endpoint map

E: Oy, po) > N
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is defined by £(y) = ~v(b). Given Xj,...,X; a local frame for H, the Qy(I,po) is
a Banach manifold based on L*(I,R') with local coordinates (uy,...,u;) € L*(I,R!)
given by

In [75, Appendix EJ it is shown that that for the Cauchy problem

V(1) = Timy wi(t)X;

1.1.19)
v(a) = po (

has a unique solution v = y(u, pg) so that in local coordinates € (uq, ..., u;) = vy(b).

Definition 1.1.9. A regular curve is a regular point of the endpoint map £ and a

singular curve is a critical point of the endpoint map £.

Remark 1.1.10. We notice that a curve 7 : [a,b] — N given by (1.1.19) is singular if
and only if there exists a co-vector A € I5pN such that

MdE(u)v) =0,

for each v € L?(I,RY), where d€(u) is the differential of £ at u € L?(I,R').

Let Ht* C T*N be the space of one-forms of rank n — [ that annihilate the
distribution H. Fix a local frame of H1* given by ("1 ... ") in a local neighborhood
Uof N. Let X;41,...,X, be the dual frame of (6*!,...,0"), X1,..., X, be the frame
of H and (771, ...,m) be the dual co-frame with respect to X3, ..., X;. The structure

functions c for each 7,7 = 1,...,n are given by
(X, X)) Z kX (1.1.20)

Let w be the restriction of symplectic form to H**. Following the method of character-
istics developed by L. Hsu in [56], R. Montgomery [75, Theorem 5.2.2] recognized that
a horizontal curve ~ is singular if and only if v is the projection of a characteristic for
H+*, that is a never vanishing absolutely continuous curve A(t) € H1* such that the
interior product ¢y pw = 0 on TyH** whenever X (f) exists. An absolutely continuous
curve \ : [a,b] — T*N that belongs to H1* is given by

= f: M.(1) ay Zuz )X, + Z u;(t (1.1.21)

r=I+1 j=l+1
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The restriction to H** of the tautological one-form is >y Y. Since w is the

differential of this restricted form we have

W= Z dy" N 0" + Z y;d6’ .
r=Il+1 Jj=l+1
Then the equation ¢y yw = 0 is equivalent to
1 & n .
0=3 SN —udy"+ D Nde (N (1), ). (1.1.22)

r=[+1 j=l+1

Putting the Maurer-Cartan equation (see [58]) given by

l l n n
Ao’ — — Zczhni/\nh—z Z Czrni/\ﬁr—; Z C{Tﬁt/\er,
sh=

1 i=1r=I+1 t,r=l+1

N | —

forr=141,...,n, into (1.1.22) we gain u, =0 for r =1+ 1,...,n and

1 1 n l ) )
0=7 > Ao~ 3 Yo > o N(Eun + ).

r=Il+1 j=l+1r=l4+11i=1

Therefore we obtain that absolutely continuous curve A(t) with square-integrable

derivative (1.1.21) is a characteristic if and only if \(¢) satisfies the following equations

uj(t)=0 j=101+1,...,n,

n l

N= 3 S Ndoui=0, r=1+1,...,n,

Pt (1.1.23)

l n

Nchu=0 h=1,..,1
) “ih

i=1 j=1+1

In control theory singular curves are the projection of abnormal extremals that are
defined by means of the Pontryagin Maximum Principle [86] that provides necessary
conditions for a horizontal curve to be a minimizer. When ~ with controls u is length

minimizing we call the pair (7,u) an optimal pair.

Theorem 1.1.11 (PMP). Let (v, u) be an optimal pair. Then there exist Ny € {0, 1}
and Lipschitz curve A(t) € T, N such that

1. (Mo, A(2)) # (0,0);
2. Ao + A0, (X)) =0 i=1,....1;
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3. the coordinates A, forr =1...,n satisfy
n 1 )
A =D A da (1.1.24)
j=1i=1

As R. Monti described in [77] the proof of Theorem 1.1.11 (see [3]) is based on the
extended endpoint map
F :Qu(I,po) > Rx N

given by b
7= ([ hilar, £0),

that in local coordinates is
b
= ([ o, £w).

If (v, u) is an optimal pair for .#, then its differential d.% (u) is not surjective. Therefore

there exists a co-vector (0,0) # (Ao, A) € R x T, N at y(b) such that

(Ao, A), dF (u)v) = 0,

for each v € L?(I,R!). When )y = 0 we obtain the case of the abnormal extremals
that are exactly the critical point of d€(u), thus by Definition 1.1.9 they are singular
curves. The Lipschitz curve A(t) of Theorem 1.1.11 is obtain by

where (P_;)* is the pull-back of the optimal flow P;(p) = ~(t), that at each point p € N
associates the solution 7(t) at the time ¢ € [a, b] of the Cauchy problem

In control theory the necessary conditions 1,2,3 for the optimality of Theorem 1.1.11 are
used to define the notion of extremal. We say that an horizontal curve v : [a,b] - N
is an exztremal if there exist Ao € {0,1} and a Lipschitz curve A(¢) € T7,) N such that
1,2,3 hold. When Ay # 0 we say that v is a normal extremal and when \y = 0 we say



1.1 Background 25

that v is an abnormal extremal. A strictly abnormal extremal is an abnormal extremal
but not a normal one.

Notice that condition 2 for an abnormal extremal (A\g = 0) is equivalent to
(A(t), (Xi)yy) =0, (1.1.25)

fori =1,...,1. Therefore we have A\(t) € H**, that implies that the index j in (1.1.24)
goes from [ + 1 to n. Differentiating (1.1.25) we obtain

l n
> Ajcu, =0, (1.1.26)
h=1j=I+1

fori =1,...,l. Putting together (1.1.25), (1.1.26) and (1.1.24) we gain, as we expected,

that an abnormal extremal satisfies the characteristic equation (1.1.23).



26 Background and Preliminaries

1.2 Preliminaries

1.2.1 Graded Structure

Let N be an n-dimensional smooth manifold. Given two smooth vector fields X,Y on
N, their commutator or Lie bracket [X,Y] is defined by (1.1.1). An increasing filtration
(H");en of the tangent bundle T'N is a flag of sub-bundles

H' CcH>*C---CcH C---CTN, (1.2.1)

such that
(ii) [H', HI] C H™, for 4,5 > 1,

where [H',H/] := {[X,Y]: X € H',)Y € H’}. Moreover, we say that an increasing
filtration is locally finite when

(iii) for each p € N there exists an integer s = s(p), the step at p, satisfying H, ="T,N.
Then we have the following flag of subspaces

H, CHC---CH=T,N. (1.2.2)

A graded manifold (N, (H')) is a smooth manifold N endowed with a locally finite
increasing filtration, namely a flag of sub-bundles (1.2.1) satisfying (i),(ii) and (iii). For
the sake of brevity a locally finite increasing filtration will be simply called a filtration.
Despite it may seem repetitive, for completeness reasons we will recall some concepts we
previously introduced in Section 1.1.1 for Carnot manifolds. Setting n;(p) := dim H,
the integer list (nq(p), - - ,ns(p)) is called the growth vector of the filtration (1.2.1) at
p. When the growth vector is constant in a neighborhood of a point p € N we say that
p is a regular point for the filtration. We say that a filtration (H‘) on a manifold N is
equireqular if the growth vector is constant in N. From now on we suppose that NN is
an equiregular graded manifold.

Given a vector v in T, N we say that the degree of v is equal to ¢ if v € Hf, and
v ¢ Mot In this case we write deg(v) = £. The degree of a vector field is defined
pointwise and can take different values at different points.

Let (N, (H!,...,H?*)) be an equiregular graded manifold. Take p € N and consider
an open neighborhood U of p where a local frame {Xi,---, X,,} generating H' is
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defined. Clearly the degree of Xj, for j = 1,...,n4, is equal to one since the vector
fields X1,..., X, belong to H!. Moreover the vector fields X1, ..., X,,, also lie in H?,
we add some vector fields X,,, 41, -+, X,,, € H*\H' so that (X1),,. .., (X,,), generate
7-[;2). Reducing U if necessary we have that Xi,..., X, generate H? in U. Iterating
this procedure we obtain a basis of T'M in a neighborhood of p

(X1, X, Xogats o Xags oo, Xne a1y -+ 5 X)) (1.2.3)

such that the vector fields X,,, ,+1,...,X,, have degree equal to i, where ny := 0. The
basis obtained in (1.2.3) is called an adapted basis to the filtration (H',... H*).

Remark 1.2.1 (Carnot manifolds are graded structure). The flag of sub-bundles
(1.1.3) associated to a Carnot manifold (N,H) gives rise to the graded structure
(N, (H")). Clearly an equiregular Carnot manifold (N, H) of step s is a equiregular
graded manifold (N, H!, ... H?®).

Submanifolds immersed in Carnot manifolds

Let M be a submanifold immersed in an equiregular Carnot manifold (N, H) of step s.
The intersection subspace ﬁp = H,NT,M at each point p € M generates a distribution
# on M. Since a priori the distribution # does not satisfy Hérmander’s condition,
the structure (M, H) is not a Carnot manifold. Nevertheless, setting H’ := TM N H’,
the submanifold M inherits a locally finite increasing filtration H' C ... C H* = T'M,
that at each point in M is given by

H,CH.C---CH,=T,M, (1.2.4)

where 7:[% = T,M NHJ and 7;(p) = dim(?—li). Evidently, (i) in Definition 1.2.1 is
satisfied. On the other hand, if X € H’ and Y € HJ, we can extend both vector fields
in a neighborhood of M so that the extensions X, Y; lie in H' and H/, respectively.
Then [X, Y] is a tangent vector to M that coincides on M with [X;,Y;] € H*™/. Hence
[X,Y] € H**J. This implies condition (ii) in Definition 1.2.1. Therefore (M, H',... H*)

is a graded manifold.
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1.2.2 Degree of m-vectors

Given an adapted basis (X;)1<i<n, the degree of the simple m-vector field X;, A...AX;
is defined by

deg(Xh VAN ij) = Zdeg(Xh)
=1

Any m-vector X can be expressed as a sum
Xp - Z /\J(p)(XJ)pa
J

where J = (j1,...,Jm), 1 < j1 < -+ < Jm < n, is an ordered multi-index, and
Xy = X5, N...NXj,. The degree of X at p with respect to the adapted basis
(Xi)1<i<n is defined by

max{deg((X,),) : \s(p) # 0},

It can be easily checked that the degree of X is independent of the choice of the adapted
basis and it is denoted by deg(X).
If X =3 ;M\X; is an m-vector expressed as a linear combination of simple

m-vectors X, its projection onto the subset of m-vectors of degree d is given by

X)a= S AXy, (1.2.5)

deg(Xj)=d

and its projection over the subset of m-vectors of degree larger than d by

Wd(X) = Z )\JXJ.

deg(Xy)>d+1

In an equiregular graded manifold with a local adapted basis (Xi,..., X)), defined
as in (1.2.3), the maximal degree that can be achieved by an m-vector, m < n, is the
integer d7.  defined by

max

dr = deg(Xy—mar1) + -+ - + deg(X,). (1.2.6)

max

1.2.3 Degree of a submanifold

Let M be a submanifold of class C' immersed in an equiregular graded manifold
(N, (H',...,H?)) such that dim(M) = m < n = dim(N). Then, following [62, 69], we
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define the degree of M at a point p € M by
degy(p) :==deg(vy A ... Avp), (1.2.7)

where vy, ..., vy, is a basis of T, M. Obviously, the degree is independent of the choice
of the basis of T,M. Indeed, if we consider another basis B’ = (v{,--- ,v),) of T,M,
we get

Vi A Ay, = det(Mpg) vp A+ A,

Since det(Mp ) # 0, we conclude that deg,,(p) is well-defined. The degree deg(M) of

a submanifold M is the integer

deg(M) := max deg,,(p). (1.2.8)

peEM

We define the singular set of a submanifold M by
My ={p e M :deg,,(p) < deg(M)}. (1.2.9)

Singular points can have different degrees between m and deg(M) — 1.
In [50, 0.6.B] Gromov considers the flag

H,CHC---CH=T,M, (1.2.10)

where 7—2{, =T,M N'H} and 1m; = dim(’}:[g). Then he defines the degree at p by
Dy(p) =Y j(i; — i),
j=1

setting mg = 0. It is easy to check that our definition of degree is equivalent to
Gromov’s one, see [46, Chapter 2.2]. As we already pointed out, (M, (;Clj)jeN) is a
graded manifold.

Let us check now that the degree of a vector field and the degree of points in a

submanifold are lower semicontinuous functions.

Lemma 1.2.2. Let (N, (H',...,H?)) be a graded manifold reqular at p € N. Let V
be a vector field defined on a open neighborhood Uy of p. Then we have

lim inf deg(V,) > deg(V},).

q—p
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Proof. As p € N is regular, there exists a local adapted basis (X1, ..., X,) in an open
neighborhood U, C U; of p. We express the smooth vector field V' in U, as

=Y Y ), (12.11)

i=1j=n,_1+1
on U, with respect to an adapted basis (X7,-- -, X)), where ¢;; € C*°(Us). Suppose
that the degree deg(V,) of V at p is equal to d € N. Then, there exists an integer
ke {ng_1+1,--- ,ng} such that cqe(p) # 0 and ¢;;(p) =0 foralli =d+1,--- ,s and
j=mn;_1+1,---,n;. By continuity, there exists an open neighborhood U’ C U, such

that cqx(q) # 0 for each ¢ in U’. Therefore for each ¢ in U’ the degree of V, is greater
than or equal to the degree of V (p),

deg(Vy) = deg(V},) = d.

Taking limits we get
lim inf deg(Vy) = deg(V}). O

Remark 1.2.3. In the proof of Lemma 1.2.2, deg(V) could be strictly greater than d

in case there were a coefficient ¢;; with ¢ > d + 1 satistying ¢;;(¢) # 0.

Proposition 1.2.4. Let M be a C* immersed submanifold in a graded manifold
(N, (HY, ..., H?)). Assume that N is reqular at p € M. Then we have

. . > .
qlgﬁ qlélj\g degy,(q) = degy,(p)

Proof. The proof imitates the one of Lemma 1.2.2 and it is based on the fact that the
degree is defined by an open condition. Let 73y = > ;7;X; be a tangent m-vector in
an open neighborhood U of p, where a local adapted basis is defined. The functions 7,
are continuous on U. Suppose that the degree deg,,(p) at p in M is equal to d. This
means that there exists a multi-index .J such that 75(p) # 0 and deg((X7),) = d. Since
the function 77 is continuous there exists a neighborhood U’ C U such that 75(q) # 0
in U'. Therefore, deg(7ar(¢q)) > d and taking limits we have

lim inf deg,,(q) > deg,,(p). O

q—p

Corollary 1.2.5. Let M be a C* submanifold immersed in an equireqular graded
manifold. Then

1. deg,,; is a lower semicontinuous function on M.
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2. The singular set My defined in (1.2.9) is closed in M.

Proof. The first assertion follows from Proposition 1.2.4 since every point in an equireg-
ular graded manifold is regular. To prove 2, we take p € M ~ M,. By 1, there exists a
open neighborhood U of p in M such that each point ¢ in U has degree deg,,(q) equal
to deg(M). Therefore we have U C M ~ M, and hence M ~ M, is an open set. [

Remark 1.2.6. By Corollary 1.2.5 the set M ~ M, is open and the growth vector
(1M, ..., 1) is constant in M ~ M. Therefore we obtain that (M ~ My, H', ..., H*)

is an equiregular graded manifold.






Chapter 2

Curves of fixed degree immersed in

graded manifolds

In this chapter we study the deformability properties of the simplest case of immersion,
that are curves immersed in a graded manifold. First of all we recall the degree of an
immersed curve and the length functional L, for curves of degree less than or equal to d.
In Section 2.2 we deal with admissible variations for curves of degree d and we deduce
the system of ODEs for admissible vector fields. In Section 2.3 the invariances of this
system are studied. Section 2.4 is completely devoted to description of the holonomy
map and characterization of regular and singular curves. Here explicit examples of
singular curve of degree greater that one are showed and we exhibit the equivalence
between these singular curves and the ones defined by means of the endpoint map
in Subsection 1.1.7. In Section 2.5 we provide a different proof of Theorem 3 by [56]
using the Implicit Function Theorem in Banach spaces. In Section 2.6 we give in
Definition 2.6.1 a weaker pointwise sufficient condition to ensure the regularity of a
curve of degree d. This condition does not require solving a differential equation but
still ensures the regularity of the curve, see Theorem 2.6.4. This condition will be easily
generalized to submanifolds of given degree in Chapter 3. Section 2.7 is dedicated
to the first variation formula for the length functional L;. Some applications to the
computation of geodesics in graded manifolds are provided. A substantial part of the

content of this chapter comes from the article [23], that has already been submitted.

2.1 Length of a generic curve

In this section we shall consider an equiregular graded manifold (N, H!,... H®) en-

dowed with a Riemannian metric g. We recall the following construction from [50, 1.4.D]:
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given p € N, we recursively define the subspaces K} := H}, Kit' == (H])" N, for
1 <i<(s—1). Here L means perpendicular with respect to the Riemannian metric g.

Therefore we have the decomposition of T, N into orthogonal subspaces
T,N=K,0K o ok (2.1.1)

Given r > 0, a unique Riemannian metric g, is defined under the conditions: (i) the

subspaces KC; are orthogonal, and (ii)

1
Ki — Ti_lg

9r K, i=1..,s. (2.1.2)

It is well-known that when (N, ) is a Carnot manifold the Riemannian distances of
(N, g,) uniformly converge to the Carnot-Carathéodory distance of (N, H, h), where
h = gj (see [50, p. 144]).

Working on a neighborhood U of p we construct an orthonormal adapted basis
(X1,...,X,) for the Riemannian metric g by choosing orthonormal bases in the
orthogonal subspaces IC;, 1 <i < sforeach p € U. Let I be a non-trivial interval,
and v : I — N a curve of class C'! immersed in an equiregular graded manifold
(N,H', ..., H*). By definition (1.2.7) the degree of v at a point ¢ € I is given by

deg, (t) := deg(y'(1)).
The degree deg(7y) of a curve y is the positive integer
deg(7) := maxdeg, (?)
and the singular set vy = v(Iy) of v is given by
Iy ={t €1 :deg,(t) < deg(v)}. (2.1.3)
By the length formula we get

L. .90 = [ 1), (2:1.4)
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where J C I is a bounded measurable set on I and L(v, J, g.) is the length of v(J)

with respect to the Riemannian metric g,.. If we set d = deg(y) then we have

S ML

where u;(t) = (7' (t), (X;)y@), setting g(-,-) = (-,-). Then it follows

(0l = (Zr @) 1)

By Lebesgue’s dominated convergence theorem we obtain

1 nq 3
lim (Mdl)L(% J, gr)) -/ ( 3 uj(t)Q) dt. (2.1.5)
0 J Jj=ndg—1+1

Definition 2.1.1. If v : I — N is an immersed curve of degree d in a graded manifold
(N, H) endowed with a Riemannian metric g, the length L, of degree d is defined by

(a1
La(, ) = lim (2 L(3, 0, 9,)).

for any bounded measurable set J C I.

Equation (2.1.5) provides the integral formula Ly(v, J) = [; 04(t)dt, where

ng 3

) =30 000002 2.16)
Jj=ng_1+1

Remark 2.1.2. Clearly if deg(y) = 1 and (NNV,#) is a Carnot manifold, the sub-

Riemannian metric is given by h = g|y then the length functional L, coincides with

the length L defined in (1.1.5).

2.2 Admissible variations for the length functional

Since the degree is defined by an open condition, the degree can not decrease along a
variation I'(¢, s) of y(t) in a tubular neighborhood of a curve. If it increases strictly,
the length functional L4, where d is the degree of the original curve, takes value +oo

and we cannot compute the first variation of the functional.
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Let us consider a curve v : I — N into an equiregular graded manifold endowed

with a Riemannian metric g = (-,-). In this setting we have the following definition

Definition 2.2.1. A smooth map I' : I x (—¢,&) — N is said to be an admissible
variation of v if Ty : I — N, defined by T's(¢) := I'(¢, s), satisfies the following properties

(1) Lo =1,
(ii) T's(1) is an curve of the same degree as 7 for small enough s,

(iii) T's(t) = ~(t) for t outside a given compact subset of I.

Definition 2.2.2. Given an admissible variation I', the associated variational vector

field is defined by

V(t) = gl;(t,o). (2.2.1)

The vector field V' is compactly supported in /. We shall denote by X,(Z, V) the
set of smooth vector fields along I. Hence V' € Xo(I, N) if and only if V' is a smooth
map V' : I — TN such that V(t) € T, )N for all t € I, and is equal to 0 outside a
compact subset of I.

Let us see now that the variational vector field V' associated to an admissible
variation I' satisfies a differential equation of first order. Let (Xi,---,X,) be an
adapted frame in a neighbourhood for consistence U of ~(t) for some t € I. We denote
by d = deg(~y) the degree of 7. As I's(I) is a curve of the same degree as y(I) for small

s, there follows

(5o

for all r = ng + 1,...,n. Taking derivative with respect to s in equality (2.2.2) and

;(XT)FS(t)> =0, (2.2.2)

evaluating at s = 0 we obtain the condition

(VywV (1), (Xo)yy) + (V' (1), Vv Xr) =0

for all r = ng+1,...,n. In the above formula, (-,-) indicates the scalar product in
N. The symbol V denotes, in the left summand, the covariant derivative of vectors in
X(I, N) induced by g and, in the right summand, the Levi-Civita connection associated
to g . Thus, if a variation preserves the degree then the associated variational vector

field satisfies the above condition and we are led to the following definition.

Definition 2.2.3. Given an curve v : I — N, a vector field V' € Xo(I, N) along 7 is
said to be admissible if it satisfies the system of first order ODEs

(Vo V (1), (X)) + (V' (), Vv Xe) =0 (2.2.3)
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where r =ng+1,...,nand t € I. We denote by A, (I, N) the set of admissible vector
fields.

Thus we are led naturally to a problem of integrability: given a vector field V
along v such that the first order condition (2.2.3) holds, we wish to find an admissible

variation whose associated variational vector field is V.

Definition 2.2.4. We say that an admissible vector field V' € Xo(I, N) is integrable if
there exists an admissible variation such that the associated variational vector field is
V.

2.3 The structure of the admissibility system of
ODEs

Let (N, (H')) be an equiregular graded manifold endowed with a Riemannian metric
g={,"). Weset H :=H? where 1 < d < s. For sake of simplicity the distribution
‘H will be called horizontal as well as a curve of degree d and we set k := ny. Let
~v: 1 — N be a horizontal curve defined in an open interval I C R. Take a < b so that
[a,b] C R.

Given an open set U where an orthonormal adapted basis (X;) is defined, the
admissibility condition (2.2.3) for a vector field V' is

(V V. X)+ (7, VyX,) =0, r=k+1,...,n. (2.3.1)

Expressing V' in terms of (X;)

k n
V=> X+ Y X
i=1 j=k+1
we get that (2.3.1) is equivalent to the system of (n — k) first order ordinary differential
equations

n k
f;—i- Z brjfj—i—ZaMgi:O, r:k—l—l,...,n, (232)

j=kt1 i=1

where

ari(t) = (Vyr Xiy (X0 )y) + (VX X, 7'),

(2.3.3)
brj(t) = (Vo Xj, (X;)4) + <VX]-X7"7’7/>'
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Remark 2.3.1. Assume that we can extend the tangent vector along ~y

= ; () (X))

to a vector field on a tubular neighborhood of 7, then we have
Arj = <v'y’Xia Xr> + <inXT>’7/>
= (VyXi, Xo) = (Vx,7', Xo)
(v, X (7), (X))

k k k
Z UEXb 7 Z XZ) ) (XT)’Y> = Z U C;z(’y)
—1 =1

/=1

and
k
_ T
byj = Z U Cp;
=1

where ¢j; and ¢j; for i, =1,...,k and j,r = k+1,...,n are the structure functions
defined in (1.1.20), for further details see for instance [75].

In the special case when H is a distribution of a Carnot manifold (N, H) the matrix
A(t) = (a;) represents the H.-curvature and B(t) = (b;,) the H'-curvature restricted
to 7/ in the first term with respect to metric g, where H® = ny(t) / ’H%l) fori=2,...,s,
see for instance [75, 51, 72].

The system (2.3.2) can be written in matrix form as
F'= —BF — AG, (2.3.4)

where B(t) = (brj(t))ijﬁ:::ﬁ is a square matrix of order (n — k) and A(t) =

(a,i(1):Zyy3" ., is a matrix of order (n — k) x k, and

.....

fk:+1 g1
: , G = I (2.3.5)

fn 9k

F =

The system (2.3.4) has sense for any adapted orthonormal basis (Y;) defined on the
curve 7, locally extended in a tubular neighborhood of the curve. Indeed, if (X;) and
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(Y;) are two of such adapted bases, we may write
Y=Y my;X;,
=1
for some square matrix M = (m;;) of order n. Since (X;) and (Y;) are adapted basis,

M
M=|"" O,
0 M,

where M), and M, are square matrices of orders k£ and (n — k), respectively. Let us

M is a block diagonal matrix

express V' as a linear combination of Y;
k n
V= Z 9:Yi + Z J'Yj>
i=1

and let A, B the associated matrices

_ r=k+1,..., n
A= <<VV’Y;>Y;”> - <VYZ'Y”’7/>>1':1 ok
- B : ’ T:k+1 ..... n
B = ((v’y’Yw Vo) +(Vy Yoy >)j:k+1 ,,,,, n
Letting
Jen1 9
F — ) é = )
I 7

it is immediate to obtain the following equalities

F = M,F,

G = M,G,

o (2.3.6)
A= M,AM!,

B

M, (M.)* + M,BM:.

Remark 2.3.2. We observe that the equations in (2.3.6) imply that F' 4+ BEF + AG = 0.
To prove this formula it is necessary to take into account that M and M, are orthogonal

matrices. We also observe that the ranks of A(t) and A(t) coincide for any ¢ € 1.
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Remark 2.3.3. Given a smooth vector field X and a horizontal vector field Y on NV,

we define a covariant derivative on the bundle of horizontal vector fields by
VLAY = (VxY),

where (+);, denotes the orthogonal projection over the horizontal distribution. This
covariant derivative defines a parallel transport on any curve in N that preserves the
Riemannian product of horizontal vector fields. This way we can extend any horizontal
orthonormal basis at a given point of v(I) to a horizontal orthonormal basis in (7).
A similar connection can be defined on the vertical bundle using the projection over
the vertical bundle that allows us to build an orthonormal basis on (1) of the vertical
bundle. This way we are able to produce an adapted global basis on v(I) (see for
instance [98, 15]).

2.4 The holonomy map

In this section we first recall Hsu’s construction of the holonomy map [56] and we adapt
it to curves in graded manifolds. Let (N, (#H')) be an equiregular graded manifold
endowed with a Riemannian metric g = {-,-). We set H := H?, where 1 < d < s. For
sake of simplicity the distribution H will be called horizontal as well as a curve of
degree d and we set k := ny. Given a horizontal curve v : I — N, with a € I, we

consider the following spaces
1. XI(a), r > 0, is the set of C" vector fields along « that vanish at a.
2. Hl(a), 7 > 0, is the set of horizontal C" vector fields along v vanishing at a.

3. VI(a), r > 0, is the set of vertical vector fields of class C" along y vanishing at a.

By a vertical vector we mean a vector in H->.

We fix an adapted orthonormal basis (X;) along 7 extended in a neighborhood of ~.
The admissibility condition (2.3.1) can be expressed globally on v using these global
vector fields. We define the admissibility operator Ad : X(y) — V(v) by

Ad(Y) = > (VoY Xi) + (7, Vv X)) X (2.4.1)
i=k+1
Observe that Ad(Y') = 0 implies that Y is an admissible vector field on ~.

The following result is essential for the construction
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Lemma 2.4.1. Let v : I — N be a horizontal curve in a graded manifold (N, H)
endowed with a Riemannian metric. Given Z € %Q_l(a), there exist a unique vertical
vector field Y, € VI(a) such that Ad(Z, +Y,) = Z,.

Proof. We choose a global orthonormal adapted basis (X;) on v and write

k n
Z = Zngz + Z ZrXra
i=1 r=k+1
The vertical vector field Y, would be determined by their coordinates (f,.) in the vertical
basis (X,), where r =k +1,...,n L.
Condition Ad(Z, +Y,) = Z, is then equivalent to the system of (n — k) ordinary

differential equations

k n
i+ angi+ Y. byfi=2z, r=k+1,....n, (2.4.2)

i=1 j=k+1

where
Ap; = (VV/XZ-,XJ -+ <VXZ.X,«,’}//>, brj = <V7/Xj, Xr> + (VX].XT,V’).

Given (g;), the system (2.4.2) admits a unique solution defined in the whole interval
I with prescribed initial conditions f,.(a) = 0, for r = k+ 1,...,n. This concludes the
proof. ]

Given a horizontal curve v : I — N and [a,b] C I, Lemma 2.4.1 allows us to define

a holonomy type map
HY" Hy ™ ((a,b) = Vo)

like in Hsu’s paper [56]. Here H{ '((a,b)) is the space of horizontal vector fields of
class (r — 1) with compact support in (a,b). In order to define H%" we consider a
horizontal vector Vi, € Hp~'(a, b) with compact support in (a,b) and we take the only
vector field V,, € V(a) such that Ad(V}, + V) = 0 provided by Lemma 2.4.1. Then we
define

H¥ (Vi) = V,(b). (2.4.3)

Definition 2.4.2 ([56]). In the above conditions, we say that 7 restricted to [a, b] is

reqular if the holonomy map ny"b is surjective.

!Notice that the integer number 7 is an index and it is not the same r we use for the space C"
functions
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Given a horizontal curve v : I — N, we choose an orthonormal adapted basis
(X;) along 7. A horizontal vector field V}, can be expressed in terms of this basis
as Vj, = Zle 9:X;. The unique vertical vector field V, such that Ad(V}, +V,) =0
can be expressed as V, = >i', | fiX;. Defining F' and G as in (2.3.5), condition
Ad(V,, +V,) = 0 is equivalent to F' = —BF — AG, where A, B are the matrices defined
in (2.3.3). In these conditions, the coordinates of H%*(V}) = V,(b) in the basis (X;)
are given by F(b).

The following result allows the integration of the differential equation (2.3.4) to
explicitly compute the holonomy map. As usual we first solve the homogeneous linear
system (Lemma 2.4.4), then we find a solution to the associated non-homogeneous one
(Proposition 2.4.3).

Proposition 2.4.3. In the above conditions, there exists a square reqular matriz D(t)
of order (n — k) such that

F(b) = —D(b)! / (DAY dt. (2.4.4)

Proof. Lemma 2.4.4 below allows us to find a regular matrix D(¢) such that D' = DB.
Then equation F' = —BF — AG is equivalent to (DF)" = —DAG. Integrating between
a and b, taking into account that F'(a) = 0, and multiplying by D(b)~!, we obtain
(2.4.4). 0

Lemma 2.4.4. Let B(t) be a continuous family of square matrices on the interval
[a,b]. Let D(t) be the solution of the Cauchy problem

D'(t) = D(t)B(t) on [a,b], D(a)= Iy

Then det D(t) # 0 for each t € [a,b].

Proof. By the Jacobi formula we have

d(det D(t)) _ dD(t)
—x = Tr (adJ D(t) dt) ,

where adjD is the classical adjoint (the transpose of the cofactor matrix) of D and Tr

is the trace operator. Therefore

ddet(D(t))

5% = T ((adj D)) D(HB(L)) = det D(t) Tr(B(1)). (2.4.5)
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Since det D(a) = 1, the solution for (2.4.19) is given by

det D(t) = eda TE@) AT g

Y

for all t € [a,b]. Thus, the matrix D(¢) is invertible for each t € [a, b]. O

Definition 2.4.5. We say that the matrix A(t) := (DA)(t) on +y defined in Proposition
2.4.3 is linearly full in R"~* if and only if

dim (span {fll(t), AR Yt e a, b]}) =n—k,

where A’ for i = 1,..., k are the columns of zzl(t)

Proposition 2.4.6. The horizontal curve 7y restricted to |a,b] is regular if and only if
A(t) is linearly full in R" .

Proof. Assume that the holonomy map is not surjective. Then the image of H;"b is

contained in a hyperplane of V, ) expressed in the coordinates associated to the basis

-----

of Proposition 2.4.3 we have

0= AF(b) = —AD(b)"! /b

a

AWGH)dt = — / LA,

where I' = AD(b)~' # 0. As this formula holds for any G(t), we have TA(t) = 0 for all
t € [a,b]. Hence A is not linearly full as its columns are contained in the hyperplane of
R"* determined by T.

Conversely, assume that A is not linearly full. Then there exists a row vector with
(n — k) coordinates T' # 0 such that TA(t) = 0 for all ¢ € [a,b]. Then

b
(CD(b))F(b) =T / A()G(t)dt = 0.
Hence the image of the holonomy map is contained in a hyperplane if V) and v is

not regular. O

The following result provides a technical criterion of non-regularity

Theorem 2.4.7. The horizontal curve v is non-reqular restricted to [a, b] if and only if
there exists a row vector field A(t) # 0 for all t € [a,b] that solves the following system

N(t) = A(t)B(t)

ADA(t) =0. (245)
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Proof. Assume that 7 is nonregular in [a, b], then by Proposition 2.4.6 there exists a
row vector I' # 0 such that
I'D(t)A(t) =0

for all ¢ € [a,b], where D(t) solves

{D(t)’ = D(t)B(t) (2.4.7)

D(CL) = In—f-

Since I is a constant vector and D(t) is a regular matrix by Lemma 2.4.4 | A(t) := 'D(t)
solves the system (2.4.6) and A(t) # 0 for all ¢ € [a, b].
Conversely, any solution of the system (2.4.6) is given by

A(t) = TD(t),

where I' = A(0) # 0 and D(t) solves the equation (2.4.7). Indeed, let us consider a
general solution A(t) of (2.4.6). If we set

O(t) = A(t) — TD(t),

where I' = A(0) # 0 and D(t) solves the equation (2.4.7), then we deduce

Clearly the unique solution of this system is ®(¢) = 0. Hence we conclude that
T'A(t) = 0. Thus A(t) is not fully linear and by Proposition 2.4.6 we are done. O

Remark 2.4.8. Notice that if we write A(t) = (Ak+1(2),..., \n(t)) by Remark 2.3.1
the equation (2.4.6) is equivalent to

n n k )
@)= >0 Nbir= D0 D N

j=k+1 j=k+1i=1

Z )\ja]’h: Z )\]CZhul

(2.4.8)

When (N, ?H) is a Carnot manifold where # is a distribution of rank [, then we have
that k = [ and (2.4.8) is equivalent to the characteristic system (1.1.23) where the

first equations u; = 0 for j =+ 1,...,n are taken for granted since in Theorem 2.4.7
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we assume 7 horizontal. In the characteristic system (1.1.23) we assume v absolutely
continuous curves with square integrable derivative while in our construction v is at

least C!, so that the coefficients of A and B are at least continuous.

2.4.1 Independence on the metric

Let g and g be two Riemannian metrics on N and (X;) be orthonormal adapted basis

with respect to g and (Y;) with respect to g. Clearly we have
Y, = Z m;; X,
j=1

for some square invertible matrix M = (m;;)'—y""" of order n. Since (X;) and (Y;) are

.....

adapted basis, M is a block matrix

M, M,
M= h hv 7
0 M,
where M), and M, are square matrices of orders k and (n — k), respectively, and My,

is a k x (n — k) matrix.

Remark 2.4.9. One can easily check that the inverse of M is given by the block

matrix

At (M =My My M
L0 M '

Setting G = (§(Xi, X;))ij=1...n we have

-----

Thus it follows

G, = (M, ) M+ (MY My (M My My, M,
Gro = —(M; V) M, My, MY,
Gy = (MY M
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Let A be the associated matrix

Then it follows

dm:g(Y P)/aY; = (str 577 ijz ):

that it is equivalent to

i = szsrg o [V X5 myi + mi 9( X, X5) A (mys)
s=1j5=1
For each j =1,...,k we have
[7/7X Zwt]Xt + Z aKjX€7

l=k+1

where wi; = g(X¢, [7, Xj]) and ay; defined in (2.3.3). Then we obtain

k k n
ar; = Z Z (Z M §(Xs, Xo)wrj my; + Z Mg §( X, Xo)ag; mjz‘)
=1 \t=1 t=k+1

s=1j =
E k
+ Z My §<X87Xj)7/(mji)
s=1j=1
n k k
+ Z Z st’/‘g XsaXt>wtj My + Z msrg XS7X€)a€] mji
s=k+1j=1 l=k+1

£ G X))

Setting Qp, = (wy;)I=1% we gain

-----

A =(My,)" (G, My, + Gy A My, + Gy, M)
+ (Mv)t <(Ghv)t Qu My, 4+ Gy A M, + (Ghv)thl;> )
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and, by Remark 2.4.9, we obtain
A = (My,)! ((M,;l)t]\/[h’1 (Q My, + M) — (M, My My, M AMh)
— (M} (M) M (Q My, + M
(Mf, (M) (M, + M) (2.4.9)

+ (M, + My, (M, ) My My, M) A M,
= M, AM,.

Now let B be the associated matrix

Then it follows
ETj = g(Y;, [7/7 YJ]) =g (Z Mg X, [7,7 thth]> )
s=1 t=1

that it is equivalent to

ZZ srg ER) P)/ Xt])mt] +msrg(X87X )7/<mtj)
s=1t=1
Setting w;; = g(X;, [, Xy]) for i =1,...,kand t = 1,...,n we have
[V, X = sztX + Z ap X,
(=k+1
when t = 1,...,k and a as in definition (2.3.3) and

Y, Xi] = sztX + Z bet X,
l=k+1
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when t =k +1,...,n and by as in definition (2.3.3).

13

o
3.
I

Il By

msrg(Xs’Xi)Witmtj'i_ Z msrg(X&XZ)aétmtj)
l=k+1

]~

»
—
~
Il
—
o
I
—

msr§<Xsti)witmtj+ Z msrg(XsaXK)betmtj)
l=k+1

VY
Il
—
~+
Il
ol
+
—_

L o
e S:
Dg:

M-

sr g(Xsa Xt) Wl(mtj)

—

~
Il

—

k n
str g(XsaXi)wit my; + Z Mgy g(XsaXﬁ)aZt mtj)
=1 {=k+1

[
Il
=
+
—_
&
Il
—

_|_
M=«
Mw

i=1 {=k+1

n k k n
+ Z Z (strg(stXi)witmtj+ Z msrg(X&XE)bZtmtj)

B = My, (éthth + GhoAMyy + G Qo M,
+ G BM, + G, Mj, + GMM;)
+ M, ((le)tQthv + GuAMyy + (Gro) Qo M,
+ GuBM, + (G M, + G M),
By Remark 2.4.9 we obtain
B = M;* AMy, + M, *BM, + M, M. (2.4.10)

Proposition 2.4.10. Let v : I — N be a curve immersed in a graded manifold
(N,H', ..., H®). Let g and § be two Riemannian metrics on TN. Then vy is reqular in
[a, b] with respect to g if and only if v is reqular in [a, b] with respect to .

Proof. Let (Y;) be an orthonormal adapted basis along v with respect to g. Without
loss of generality we assume that the system (2.3.4) with respect to metric g is given
by

F'(t) = —A(t)G(1)
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and B = 0. This is not restrictive since starting by a generic metric gy, by Proposition
2.4.3, there exists a matrix D(t) that transforms the metric gy in the metric g. Let

(X;) be an orthonormal adapted basis along v with respect to g. Then there exists an
M, M,
M= h hv 7
0 M,

Y; = Z mjin.
j=1

invertible block matrix

such that

Then, by Theorem 2.4.7 a curve v is non-regular with respect to ¢ if and only if
A(t) = A # 0 is a constant row vector such that AA(t) = 0 for each t € [a,b]. By
equation (2.4.9) we obtain

0= AA(t) = AM; ' (t) A(t) My(t).

Since M), is invertible, setting A(t) := AM;1(t) # 0 we deduce A(t)A(t) = 0. Moreover
by (2.4.10) we have

0=DB=M;"AMy,+M;*BM,+ M, M.
Multiplying both sides by A we deduce
0=AM;*B M, + AM; M. (2.4.11)
Differentiating the identity M, M, it follows
M, M, = —(M, 1) M,
Putting this identity in (2.4.11) we have
AM;YBM, = A(M;YY M,.

Since A is constant and M, is invertible we conclude A'(t) = A(t)B(t). By Theo-

rem 2.4.7, this means that v is non-regular with respect to g. O

Proposition 2.4.10 shows that the definition of regularity for a curve ~ is independent

of the choice of Riemannian metric g = (-, -) on the tangent bundle T'N.
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2.4.2 Some low-dimensional examples and isolated curves

Remark 2.4.11. Let A be the matrix defined in (2.3.3) with respect to an adapted
basis (X;) along . Notice that if there exists a point ¢ € (a,b) such that

rank A(t) =n — k, (2.4.12)

for some adapted basis (X;), then the curve v is regular in [a, b]. In particular, if we
assume that (2.4.12) holds for any ¢ € (a, b), then the curve v is regular in [a, b]. Notice
that this condition implies n — k < k, that is § < k.

Example 2.4.12. Any horizontal curve v : I — M?"*! in a contact sub-Riemannian
manifold (M?" ™', H = ker(w)), is regular. Let T be the Reeb vector field. We extend
the vector field 7/ along « to a vector field on M. Given a contact manifold M, one
can assure the existence of a Riemannian metric g = (-,-) and an (1, 1)-tensor field .J
so that

(T,X) =w(X), 2X,J(Y)) =do(X,Y), JX)=-X+wX)T. (24.13)

The structure given by (M,w, g, J) is called a contact Riemannian manifold, see [§]
and [42]. In particular the structure (M, H, g) is a Carnot manifold. Then, we fix an
orthonormal adapted basis (Xi, ..., Xo,,T) along v, where X; € H fori=1,...,2n.
Then the admissibility equation for V = 322", f; X; + fons1T is given by

fi(t)
Joni1(t) = =b fona(t) — A : ,
fon(t)

where b = ([7/,T],T) and A = (a4, ..., as,) with
a; = <V7’Xia T> + <VXZ‘T7 7/>
]

= (7, X, T) = w([v, Xi]) (2.4.14)
= —dw(y, Xi) = =2(y, J(X3)) = 2(J (7), Xi).

Since J(¥'(t)) € Hu) and J(7/(t)) # 0 for all ¢ € I we have rank A(¢) = 1 for all t € 1.

Hence 7 is regular in every subinterval of I.

Definition 2.4.13. We say that a curve v : I — N is isolated when its only non-

tangential admissible variation is the the trivial one.



2.4 The holonomy map 51

Here we recall some basic definition given in [11]. Given two point p,q € (N, H! C
... CH®) for each 1 < d < s we set that Qy,4(p, ¢) is the space of curves of degree less

or equal to d that connect p, q.

Definition 2.4.14 ( [11]). A curve 7 : [a,b] — N of degree d = deg(y) is H?-rigid
if there is a C'-neighborhood U of v in Qya(y(a),v(b)) so that every o € §l is a
reparametrization of . We say that ~ is locally rigid if every point of [a, b] lies in a

subinterval J C [ so that v restricted to J is rigid.
Remark 2.4.15. We notice that

1. whenever (N, H?) is a Carnot manifold 1.1.1, namely when H? verifies Hérman-

der’s rank condition, Q,4(p, ¢) is not empty by Chow’s Theorem,
2. if we consider C'! variations then an isolated curve on I = [a, b] is rigid.

Here we show a well-known example of horizontal singular curve that is also rigid,

first discovered by Engel.

Example 2.4.16. An Engel structure (F,H) is 4-dimensional Carnot manifold where
‘H is a two dimensional distribution of step 3. A representation of the Engel group E ,
which is the tangent cone to each Engel structure, is given by R* endowed with the
distribution ‘H generated by

2

X
X1 = 8931 and X2 = 8r2 + 51318333 -+ ?13334.

The second layer is generated by
X3 - [Xh X2] - a:cg + xlamq

and the third layer by X, = [X;, X3] = 9,,. Let v : R — R?* be the horizontal curve
parametrized by v(t) = (0,¢,0,0) whose tangent vector ~/(¢) is given by 0., along
the curve. We consider the Riemannian metric g = (-, -) that makes (X,...,X,) an
orthonormal basis. An extension of 7/(¢) to the all space is clearly 0., . By Remark
2.3.1 we have b,; = ([0,,, X;],X;) =0 for r,j = 3,4 and a,; = ([O,, Xi], X,) = 0 for
r=3,4,i=1,2, since d,, does not commute with any vector. Let [a,b] C R, a < b.

Then, by Proposition 2.4.3 the holonomy map is given by

Ho*(G) = F(b) = ( ; ) ,
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for all g1, g2 € C5°([a, b]). Therefore we deduce the holonomy map is not surjective,

thus « is non-regular restricted at each interval [a,b]. Clearly we observe that the

-(32)

Bryant and Hsu [11, Proposition 3.2] proved that () = (0,¢,0,0) is rigid in the

C' topology, here we propose an easy readjustment of their proof. In [97] Sussmann

constant matrix

is not linearly full.

proved that this curve is a minimizer for the C-C distance between two point on this

straight line.

Proposition 2.4.17. Let (E*,H) be the Engel group with coordinates (1,2, T3, T4)

where the distribution H is generated by

2
1

X1 = 8951 and Xz = 6@ + x18x3 + 5

Oy

then the horizontal curve v : R — E*, ~(¢) = (0,¢,0,0) is isolated.

Proof. Let I's(t) be a compactly supported variation on R and K its support. Then,
there exist @ > 0 such that K C [—a,a]. Fix s small enough, we set I'y(t) =
(x1(t), z2(t), x3(t), 24(t)). Since I's(—a) = (0,—a,0,0), I's(a) = (0,a,0,0) we have
r1(—a) = x3(—a) = z4(—a) = 0 and z1(a) = z3(a) = z4(a) = 0. Moreover the
ZTo-component of v is an increasing smooth function of ¢ with non-vanishing derivative
which maps [—a,a] diffeomorphically onto itself, therefore the curve I'y(t) can be
reparametrized by (z1(t), ¢, z5(t), x4(t)). Since the distribution H is given by the kernel

of the one forms )

w=2x1dry —drs and A= %dasz — dxy,

we have
t3(t) = [B;(t)[tg(t) = ;E12(t)
l’4(t> — xl(t) .I'Q(t) — .le(t)
Therefore

toxi(t)

xg(t):/t e and i) = [

—a

dt.

Since x4(a) = 0 we obtain that
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0. [l

Hence we deduce z;(t) = 0 and consequently x4(t) = x3(t)

Slightly changing the distribution of Example 2.4.16 we show an example singular

curve of degree 2.

Example 2.4.18. Let us consider R® endowed with the distribution H generated by
T x3
Xl = 8951 and Xg = 8355 + 1 8x2 + 38% —+ g@u .

The second layer is generated by

2
1

X3 = [X1, X)) = 0py + 2104, + 5

83,’47

the third layer by X, = [X1, X;3] = 0., +210,, and the fourth layer by X5 = [X;, X4] =
Oz,- Now the curve v : R — R® parametrized by v(t) = (0,¢,0,0,0) is a curve of degree
2, its tangent vector 7/(¢) is given by 0,,. Therefore we have ny = 3. We consider the
Riemannian metric g = (-,-) that makes (X7, ..., X5) an orthonormal basis. Since the

extension 0,, to the all space of 7/(t) does not commute with an vector field of the
basis (X1, ..., X5), by Remark 2.3.1 we deduce that

A:OOO B:OO,
000 00

Since A is not linearly full we conclude that ~ is a non-regular curve of degree 2.

However + is not isolated since it is possible to deform the initial curve in the direction

O

Example 2.4.19. Let H be 3-dimensional distribution on R® generated by

2
X
Xl = 8951, X2 = 8@ + $18x3 + ?18964 and X3 = 85.

The second layer is generated by X, = [X1, X5] and the third layer by X5 = [X;, X4].
Let v : R — R® be the horizontal curve parametrized by v(t) = (0,0,0,0,¢) whose
tangent vector 7/(t) is given by X3 = 0,,. We consider the Riemannian metric g = (-, -)
that makes (X7, ..., X5) an orthonormal basis. Since X3 does not commute with any
vector fields of the basis we deduce that A = 0 and B = 0. Then the admissibility
equation (2.3.4) is given F' = 0 with initial condition F(a) = 0. Clearly the holonomy

map is not surjective since F'(b) = 0. Therefore the curve 7 is non-regular on each
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subinterval [a,b] C R. However the curve v can be deformed in the horizontal non-
tangential directions X; and X, unlike the rigid curve in Engel showed in Example
2.4.16.

Example 2.4.20 (Kolmogorov). Let us consider in R* the Kolmogorov operator

72

Lzaﬁxaﬁ?az—aiz,
where (z,y, z,t) is a point in R*. Notice that L is homogeneous of degree two under the
dilation 6x((z,y, z,t)) = (Az, A3y, A2, A?t). Therefore the graded structure adapted to
L is given by R* endowed with the filtration

H' = span{X; = 0,}

H? = span{ Xy, Xo = O, + 0, + % 9.}

H? = span{ X, Xy, X3 = [X1, Xo] = 0y + x0,}
H* = span{ Xy, Xy, X3, X,y = [ X1, X3] = 0.}

Setting H := H?2, we allow only curve of degree less than or equal to two. Due to the
computations developed in Example 2.4.16, we obtain that v(s) = (0,0, 0, s) is singular
of degree two. Moreover the same argument exhibited in Proposition 2.4.17 prove that

this curve is isolated.

Example 2.4.21. The 3-dimensional Heisenberg group H! is a Lie group defined by a
Lie algebra b generated {X,Y, T}, where the only non-trivial relation is 7' = [ X Y].
Setting H = span{X, Y}, (H!, H) is the simplest example of Carnot group, that clearly
is a Carnot manifold. A possible presentation of the Heisenberg group is provided by
R3 where the vector field {X,Y, T} are given by

o yo 0 x0 0
=— 2= Y=—+4+—-—= T )
or 20, 8y+20t Oy

As we point out in Section 1.2.1 each C* surface ¥ immersed in the H! inherits a
structure of graded manifold (X, H, 7—22), where H! = HNTY and H? = TX. Moreover
Y\ X, where Xy denotes the characteristic set, is an equiregular graded manifold. The
foliation properties by horizontal integral curves of H! have been deeply studied by
[84, 43, 18]. We notice that each integral curve v : I — X of H' is singular restricted

to each [a,b] C I. Since the dim(H!') = 1 the one dimensional matrix A(t) = 0 and
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the admissibility system (2.3.4) is given by
F' = BF.

Fixing the initial condition F'(a) = 0 the unique solution of the homogeneous system

is F'(t) = 0, thus the holonomy map is not surjective.

Remark 2.4.22. Let 0,,,...,0;, be the Euclidean basis in R", n > 2. Let 1 < k < n.
Assume that we set H' = span{0,,,...,0,,} and H> = TR™. Let v: R — R" be a
curve in H' such that v/(t) = S5, hy 0,,. Let (-,-) be the standard Euclidean metric
in R™. Setting # = H' we obtain that matrices defined in (2.3.3) is given by

k
Ap; = Zh2<[axg7axi]aa:pr> =0

(=1

and

k
by = 3~ hell0hy 0 ), 82) =0,
/=1

forallt=1,...,kand r,j =k+1,...,n. Since A =0 and B = 0 we deduce that
F'(t) =0 and F(a) = 0. Therefore F'(b) = 0 and the holonomy map is not surjective.
Hence in this setting each horizontal curve is singular but clearly is not rigid since we

can deform the curve in horizontal directions.

2.4.3 The holonomy map on the space of square integrable

functions

In [75, Section 3.8] R. Montgomery stressed the fact the C! topology is not the correct
one for calculus of variations. Indeed, a rigid curve in the C! topology is always a local
minimum (see [97]) for each functional, in particular for the length functional, since
its minimality does not depend on the functional but only on its domain. Therefore
R. Montgomery suggested to consider the W12 topology for curves instead of the C*
topology, introducing the endpoint map described in Section 1.1.7. Here we show how
we can take into account this weakening of the regularity for the holonomy map.

Let I C R be an open interval. Let v: I — N be an absolutely continuous curve of

degree d = deg(~) with square integrable derivative

V() =D uet)(Xo)yo),

(=1
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where u, € L7 (I,R) for each ¢ = 1,...,k letting H = H% k = ng, ((X1)50),
.. (Xk)~y)) is an horizontal frame along v for H and ((Xi41)@)s---» (Xn)y@) is a
vertical frame for V = (H)1 along ~, both of them provided by Remark 2.3.3. Let
[a,b] C I. A square integrable vector field V' € L*([a, b], TN) can be projected into its

horizontal part V, € L?([a,b],H) given by

k
Vi = > gi(t)(Xi)yw where g; € L*([a,b])
i=1
and its vertical part V, € L*([a,b],V) given by

Vo= 3 LX) where f, € L3(a.b]).
r=k+1

Thus, the admissibility system (2.4.2) is now equivalent to

k n
P angi+ D bef; =0, r=k+1,....,n, (2.4.15)
i=1 j=k+1

where we consider distributional derivatives and the coefficients

k k
arg = Y ue(t)ey (), by = ue(t)ey;(v) (2.4.16)
=1 =1
belong to L*([a, b]), since by assumption u, € L*([a, b]). Hence [70, Theorem 1.1] allows
us to define a holonomy type map

f{g’b : L*([a, 0], H) — Vi)

where V, ) is the vector space of vertical vectors at the point y(b). In order to define
F[ﬁj’b we consider a horizontal vector V;, € L?*([a,b],H) and we take the only vector
field V,, € Wt2([a, b], V) solution of (2.4.15) with initial condition V,(a) = 0, thanks
to [70, Theorem 1.1]. By the Sobolev Embedding Theorem [45, Corollary 7.11] the
space W12([a, b], V) is continuously embedded in C'z([a, b], V). Thus, we consider the :-
Holder function, denoting it always as V,, in the class of functions of V, € W'?([a, ], V)
so that we define
HY (Vi) = Vi (D).

Definition 2.4.23. In the above conditions, we say that v restricted to [a, b] is regular

if the holonomy map I—ifgvb is surjective.
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Defining F' and G as in (2.3.5), the system (2.4.15) is equivalent to I/ = —BF — AG,
where A, B are the L? matrices defined in (2.4.16) and the time derivative shall
be understood in the distributional sense. In these conditions, the coordinates of
I:I;l’b(Vh) = V,(b) in the basis (X;) are given by F'(b).

The following result allows the integration of the differential equation (2.4.15) to

explicitly compute the holonomy map.

Proposition 2.4.24. In the above conditions, there exists a square reqular matriz D(t)
of order (n — k) with coefficient in C([a,b]) such that

F(b) = —D(b)"! / (DAY dt. (2.4.17)

Proof. Lemma 2.4.25 below allows us to find a regular matrix D(t) with coefficient
in Cz([a,b]) such that D' = DB. Then equation F = —BF — AG is equivalent to
(DF) = —DAG. Since DF belongs to W'?([a,b],V) and the fundamental theorem of

calculus still holds in W2 we have
b
D)F(b) — D(a)F(a) = — / (DAY)G(t) dt

Taking into account that F'(a) = 0, and multiplying by D(b)~!, we obtain (2.4.17). O

Lemma 2.4.25. Let B(t) be a L* family of square matrices on the interval [a,b]. Let
D(t) be the Oz solution of the Cauchy problem

D'(t) = D(t)B(t) on [a,b], D(a) = L. (2.4.18)

Then det D(t) # 0 for each t € [a,b].

Proof. Thanks to [70, Theorem 6.4] the Cauchy problem (2.4.18) has a unique solution
D € W*2([a,b], M%), that belongs to C'2([a, b], M®*4) by the Sobolev Embedding
Theorem. Since the determinant is a polynomial function, therefore C1, we apply the

chain rule in Sobolev spaces to gain the Jacobi formula

d(det D(t)) _ dD(t)
— = Tr (adj D(t) dt)

in the distributional sense, where adjD is the classical adjoint (the transpose of the

cofactor matrix) of D and Tr is the trace operator. Therefore

d det(D(t))

S = T ((adj D) D(1)B(t)) = det D(t) Tr(B(1)). (2.4.19)
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Since det D(a) = 1, the solution for (2.4.19) is given by
det D(t) = eo THBEN AT o 0,

for all t € [a,b]. Thus, the matrix D(¢) is invertible for each t € [a, b]. O

Theorem 2.4.26. The absolutely continuous curve y of degree d = deg(~y), with square
integrable derivative, is non-reqular restricted to [a,b] if and only if there ezists a C 2
row vector field A(t) # 0 for all t € [a,b] that solves the following system

(2.4.20)

for a.e. t € |a,bl.

Proof. Assume that + is nonregular in [a, b], then the image of the holonomy map is
contained in a proper subspace of V). Therefore there exists a row vector I' # 0 such
that ,

TE(b) = — / ID(b) " LD(t)A(t)G(t) = 0 (2.4.21)

for all G € L*([a,b], "), where D(t) solves

{D(t)’ = D(t)B(t) (2.4.22)

D(CL) = Ip—k-

In the previous computation we used the integral formula provided by Proposition 2.4.24.
Setting A(t) := I'D(b)"'D(t) by equation (2.4.21) we obtain A(¢)A(t) = 0 for a.e.
t € [a,b]. Since I is a constant vector and D(t) is a regular C2([a, b)) N W2([a, b])
matrix by Lemma 2.4.25, we obtain A'(t) = A(t)B(t) a.e. in [a, b] and A(t) # 0 for all
t € la,bl.

Conversely, any solution of the system (2.4.20) is given by

A(t) = TD(t),

where I' = A(0) # 0 and D(t) solves the equation (2.4.22). Indeed, let us consider a
general solution A(t) of (2.4.20). If we set
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where I' = A(0) # 0 and D(t) solves the equation (2.4.22), then we deduce

Clearly the unique solution of this system is ®(¢) = 0. Hence we conclude that
I'D(t)A(t) = 0 for a.e. t in [a,b]. Furthermore by Proposition 2.4.24 we have that the

image of the holonomy map is given by
b
F(b) = —D(b)! / (DA)(H)G(t) dt
for each G € L?([a,b], H). Setting I := I'D(b) we obtain
. b
TF(b) = —/ TD(H)A)G(t)dt = 0.

Therefore the image of the holonomy map is contained in a proper subspace of V, ),

thus the curve 7 is non-regular restricted to [a, b]. O
Remark 2.4.27. We notice that

« as we pointed out in Remark 2.4.8 when (N, H) is a Carnot manifold the system
(2.4.20) coincides with the characteristic system (1.1.23), but now for absolutely

continuous curves with square integrable derivatives and not only for C! curves;

o we have the following inclusions for the holonomy map

HY - Lz([a, b],H) — V,y(b)

2l
)
Hy o Co((a,0),H) = Yy
U
H;L’b . C&((CL, b)7 H) — V’Y(b)
)

HY - Cg((a, b),H) — V,y(b)
U

HY - 080(((1,5),7'[) — V’y(b);
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where the suitable control space depends on the regularity (L?,C', ... C™) of
the immersed curve we consider. When the curve is W2 the control space is

L*(Ja,b],H) and when the curve is C” the control space for the holonomy map is
Co Y(a,b),H) for r > 1.

2.5 Integrability of admissible vector fields on a

regular curve

In this Section, we provide an alternative proof of the fundamental Theorem 3 in Hsu’s
paper [56], that implies that, when ~ is a regular curve in (a,b), then any admissible
vector field along v with compact support in (a, b) is integrable. We recall that H := H¢,
where 1 < d < s is the degree of . For sake of simplicity the distribution H will be
called horizontal as well as a curve of degree d and we set k := ng. We need first some
preliminary results.

We consider the following spaces
1. XI(a), r > 0, is the set of C" vector fields along 7 that vanish at a.
2. Hl(a), r >0, is the set of horizontal C" vector fields along v vanishing at a.

3. VI(a), r > 0, is the set of vertical vector fields of class C" along v vanishing at a.

By a vertical vector we mean a vector in H*.

We shall denote by II, the orthogonal projection over the vertical subspace.

For r > 1, we consider the map
G:H, a) x Vi(a) = H Ha) x VI a), (2.5.1)

defined by
G(Y1,Ys) = (Y1, F(Y1 + Y2)),

where F(Y) = I (I'(Y)'), and I'(Y)(t) = exp,;) (Y (¢)). Observe that F(Y') = 0 if and
only if the curve I'(Y) is horizontal.

We consider on each space the corresponding || - ||, or || - ||,-1 norm, and the
corresponding product norm (it does not matter whether it is Euclidean, the sup or
the 1 norm).

Then

DG(0,0)(Y1,Y2) = (Y1, DF(0)(Y1 + Y2)),
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where DF(0)Y is given by

1=k+1

Observe that DF(0)Y = 0 if and only if Y is an admissible vector field.
Our objective now is to prove that the map DG(0,0) is an isomorphism of Banach

spaces. To show this, we shall need the following result.
Proposition 2.5.1. The differential DG(0,0) is an isomorphism of Banach spaces.

Proof. We first observe that DG(0, 0) is injective, since DG (0, 0)(Y1,Y2) = (0,0) implies
that Y7 = 0 and that the vertical vector field Y; satisfies the compatibility equations
with initial condition Y3(a) = 0. Hence Y5 = 0. The map DG(0,0) is continuous.

Indeed, if for instance we consider the 1-norm on the product space we have

1DG(0,0)(Y1, Yo)[| = [ (Y1, DF(0) (Y1 + Y2))]|
< Yillr—y + [IDFO) (Y2 + Y2)) [l
< (@ + aip) - lYallr—1 4+ @+ [0 -1 Y2l

To show that DG(0,0) is surjective, we take (Y,Y3) in the image, and we find
a vector field Y along 7 such that Y(a) = 0, ¥, = Y} and DF(0)(Y) = Y2 by
Lemma 2.4.1. The map DG(0,0) is open because of the estimate (2.5.2) given in
Lemma 2.5.2 below. [l

Lemma 2.5.2. In the above conditions, assume that DF(0)(Y) = Y2 and Y, =Y and
Y(a) = 0. Then there exists a constant K such that

1Yollr < K(IY2llr—1 + [[Yal[r-1). (2.5.2)

Proof. Reasoning as in Lemma 2.4.1 we choose a global orthonormal adapted basis
(X;) on v and write
k n n
Vi=> ¢X;, Yo= > zX, and Y,= ) fX,.
=1 r=k+1 r=k+1

Then Y, is a solution of the ODE (2.4.2) given by

F'= —B(t)F + Z(t) — A(W)G(t) (2.5.3)
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where B(t), A(t) are defined in (2.3.3), F', G are defined in (2.3.5) and we set

Zk+1
7 = :

Zn

Since Y, (a) = 0 an Y,, solves (2.5.3) in (a,b), by Lemma 2.5.3 there exists a constant
K such that

1Yollerqamy = 1Fllerqam < KZ(t) — A(t) G()lor—1(jap) (2.5.4)
< K'(IYaller-1qqa + 1Yiller-1 ()
where K" = K max{1,sup, ; [[A(t)|--1} O

Lemma 2.5.3. Let r > 1 be a natural number. Let u : [a,b] — R be the solution of

the inhomogeneous problem

u' = A(t)u + c(t), (2.5.5)

u(a) = wug

where A(t) is a d x d matriz in C™' and c(t) a C"! vector field. Then, there exists a
constant K such that
[ullr < K(llellr—r + |uol)- (2.5.6)

Proof. The proof is by induction. We start from the case r = 1. By [52, Lemma 4.1] it

follows

u(t) < (Juol + [ le(s)lds ) el L1,

where the norm of A is given by sup,_; |[A x|. Therefore we have

sup |u(t)] < Cy(sup |e(t)] + |uol), (2.5.7)

t€la,b] te(a,b]

where we set
C=(b— a)e(bfa) supyefa,p) A

Since u is a solution of (2.5.5) it follows

sup [u'(t)| < sup [[A(Z)|| sup |u(t)] + sup [c(t)]
te(a,b)] te(a,b)] tela,b] tela,b]

< (Cy+ 1) sup |e(t)].
tela,b]

(2.5.8)
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Hence by (2.5.7) and (2.5.8) we obtain
[ully < K([leflo + luol)-

Assume that (2.5.6) holds for 1 < k < r, then by (2.5.5) we have

T

() = 3T AR @) ul () 4+ ().

By the inductive assumption we deduce

T

sup [ V(1)) < Y7 sup [AD@)] sup [u"P (@) + sup [ (1)
tela,b]

t€la,b] k=0 t€[ab] t€fa,b] (2.5.9)
< (Cy+1)(sup [ ()] + Juol)-
tela,b]
Hence the inequality (2.5.6) for r + 1 simply follows by (2.5.9). O

Finally, we use the previous constructions to give a criterion for the integrability of

admissible vector fields along a horizontal curve.

Theorem 2.5.4. Givenr > 1, letv: I — N be a C" curve of degree d = deg(y) in
an equireqular graded manifold (N, H', ..., H*) endowed with a Riemannian metric.
Assume that v is reqular in the interval [a,b] C I. Then every admissible C"~1 vector

field with compact support in (a,b) is integrable.

Proof. Let us take V, V', ... V"* vector fields in X! (a) along ~ vanishing at a. We

consider the map

G:|(—e8) x (—&,0)"*] x [H7 (@) x Vi(a)] = H M (a) x VM (a),

given by
n—k

G((s,(50), Y1,Y2)) = (Y1, F(sV + 3 siV' + Y1+ Y2)).

The map G is continuous with respect to the product norms (on each factor we put the
natural norm, the Euclidean one on the intervals and || - ||, and || - ||,—1 in the spaces

of vectors along ). Moreover

G(0,0,0,0) = (0,0),
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since the curve 7 has degree less or equal to d = deg(vy). By Proposition 2.5.1 we have
that
D2g~(07 07 07 0)(}/17 YQ) = Dg(OJ 0) (}/17 Y2)

is a linear isomorphism. We can apply the Implicit Function Theorem to obtain maps
Vi (—e,e)" T 5 HI T a), Yo (—e,e)" M = V. (a),

such that G(s, (s;), (Y1)(s,5:), (Y2)(s, si)) = (0,0). This implies that (Y1)(s, (s;)) =0
and that
F(sV + > sV' +Ya(s,s;)) = 0.

Hence the curves
F(SV + Z Sivi + Y&(S, Sz))

are horizontal.
Now we assume that V' is an admissible vector field with V(a) = V(b) = 0, and
that V', ..., V"% are admissible vector fields vanishing at a. Then the vector field
Y, Y,
—(0,0), =—(0,0
88(’ )’832-(’ )
along ~ are vertical and admissible. Since they vanish at a, they are identically 0.
If, in addition, V,!(b),..., V" *(b) generate the space H*(b). We consider the map

II: (—,e)" " - N

given by |
(s,(s:)) — T(sV + Z siV"'+ Ya(s, s:)) (D).

For s, (s;) small, the image of this map is an (n — k)-dimensional submanifold S of
N with tangent space at 7(b) given by Hiy, (as V(b) = 0 and V'(b) = V;/(b) generate
H: ) Notice that
o11(0, 0)
332-

— ViB) = Vi),

v

which is invertible and
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Hence we can apply the Implicit Function Theorem to conclude that there exists a

family of smooth functions s;(s) so that

F(sV—l—Zsi(s)Vi + Ys(s, si(s))) (2.5.10)

are horizontal and take the value ~(b) at b. Clearly, we have

Differentiating with respect to s at s = 0 we obtain

o11(0, 0) o1(,o0) , .
s —l—g: 05, s;(0) = 0.

Therefore s(0) = 0 for each i = 1,...,n — k. Thus, the variational vector field to I' is

Faf) :v+Zs;(0)V"+(98?(0,0)+Zay2(0,0) =V (25.11)
0 i ‘

(9si

S=

Finally the variation T'(t, s) = exp,(sV + X; 5:(s)V" + Ya(s, 5:(s))), given by (2.5.10),
is C™~1, since all the vector fields V, V* Y, are at least C"~! (the horizontal components
of V and V* are C""! and the vertical components are C") and the Riemannian

exponential map follows the geodesics that are smooth. O

2.6 A new integrability criterion for admissible vec-
tor fields

In this subsection we give a sufficient condition for a curve v : I — N of degree d
to be regular in [a,b] C I. The condition is that the matrix A(t) associated to the
admissibility system of differential equations (2.3.4), defined in (2.3.3), has rank (n —k)
for any t € I. By Proposition 2.4.6, this condition implies that the curve ~ is regular
in [a,b]. The aim of this section is to give a direct proof of this fact, that generalizes to
higher dimensions.

We recall that H := H?, where 1 < d < s is the degree of . For sake of simplicity
the distribution H will be called horizontal as well as a curve of degree d and we set

k := ng. We consider the following spaces:

1. X"(I,N), r > 0: the set of C" vector fields along ~.
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2. H'(I,N), r > 0: the set of C" horizontal vector fields along ~.
3. VI N):={Y € X'(I, N): (Y, X) =0 VX € H"(I,N)} = H"(I, N)".

We shall denote by II, the orthogonal projection over the vertical subspace.

As in the previous subsections we consider an orthonormal adapted basis (X;) along
~ and the associated admissibility system in matrix form F' = BF + AG, where the
matrices A, B, F' and G are defined in (2.3.3) and (2.3.5).

Definition 2.6.1. We say that a horizontal curve v : I — N is strongly reqular at
t € I if rank A(t) =n — k. We say that v is strongly reqular in J C I if it is strongly
regular at every t € J.

Remark 2.6.2.

1. Given ty € I such that 7 is strongly regular at ¢y, there exists a small neighborhood
J of tg in I where the rank of A(t) is given by a fixed subset of columns of A(t)
for all t € J. This neighborhood J can be extended to a maximal one where this

property holds.
2. Notice that a curve v can be strongly regular at ¢ € I only when £ > 3.

The third equation in (3.4.18) implies that this definition is independent of the

chosen adapted orthonormal basis along v. With this definition, we are able to prove

Lemma 2.6.3. Let k > 5. Let A(t) be the C" (n — k) x k matriz defined in (2.3.3)
with respect to (X1,...,X,). Assume that rank A(t) =n — k fort € [a,b]. Then there
exists a horizontal orthonormal global basis X, ..., X on [a,b] such that the matrix
A(t) with respect to the orthonormal global basis (X1, ..., X, Xpt1, ..., Xn) is given
by

A(t) = (Aut) 0),

where Ay (t) is an invertible square (n — k) matriz.

Proof. The proof is by induction on the dimension of the kernel of A that is equal to
2k — n.

When dim(ker A(¢)) = 1 locally there exist two unitary vector fields X (¢) and
—X(t) in the kernel of A(t). We define a global vector field X, (t) locally choosing
one of the two unit vectors X (¢) or —X(¢) in the kernel and adjusting them in the
overlapping intervals. Then we extend the unitary vector field X to an orthonormal
horizontal basis (Xl, e ,Xk) Therefore with respect to (Xl, e X Xt - , Xn)

the last column of the matrix A is equal to zero.



2.6 A new integrability criterion for admissible vector fields 67

If dim(ker A(t)) > 1, fix ¢ €]a, b, then by a continuation argument for the deter-
minant there exists an open neighborhood U; =]t — §,¢ + §[ and a non vanishing C"
vector field V/(¢) on U such that A(t)V(t) = 0. Then {U;}scjap is an open cover of the
compact set [a, b] then there exists a finite sub-cover Uy, ..., Ug such that U, N Uz # 0
fora, e {l,...,Q},a<Bifandonly if 8 =a+ 1. Let {¢), : a € {1,...,Q}} bea
partition of unity subordinate to the cover {U, : a € {1,...,Q}} for further details
see [99, Definition 1.8]. For each a there exists a non vanishing C" vector fields V(t)
on U, in ker A(t). When U, N Us # () we consider V() on U, and V#(t) on Ug in
ker A(t) such that they are linear independent on U, N Upg, since the dim(ker A(t)) > 1.

Then, we set
Q
X)) => vat)V(2).
a=1

Therefore X (¢) is a global non vanishing vector field that belongs to ker(A(t)) for all

t € [a,b]. Thus we can extend the global unitary vector

X
X0 = 0]

to an orthonormal basis of the horizontal distribution. The matrix associated to this
basis has a vanishing last column. We remove this column and start again until we
have dimension 1. Hence in this new global horizontal basis (Xi,...,X}) the last
2k — n columns of the matrix A(t) vanish and the rank is concentrated in the square

matrix A;(t) given by the first n — k columns. ]

Theorem 2.6.4. Let v : I — N be a curve of degree d = deg(y) in a graded manifold
(N, H, ..., H*) endowed with a Riemannian metric. Assume that vy is strongly reqular
in [a,b] C I. Then every admissible vector field with compact support in (a,b) is

integrable.

Proof. Let J = [a,b]. The admissibility system is given by
F'(t)+ B(t)F(t) + A(t)G(t) = 0, (2.6.1)

with respect to (X;). By hypothesis, the rank of A(t) € C" is maximal for all ¢ € J.

By Lemma 2.6.3 there exists a global basis (X;) such that

A(t) = (Au(t) 0),
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where A; () is an invertible square (n—k) matrix. Then setting ', G the new coordinates
with respect to (X;) and B as in (3.4.18), by Remark 2.3.2 we have

F' 4+ BF + AG =0 (2.6.2)
Calling
gl gn—k—i—l
él = : 5 é2 = )
In—k Jk

the admissibility system (2.6.2) can be written as
ﬁ/+BF+A1é1 = 0,

and so
Gi=—A{'(F + BF). (2.6.3)

Now let H7(J) be the set of horizontal vector fields of class C" in J that are
linear combination of the first (n — k) vectors X, ..., X,_x, and H5(J) the set of

horizontal vector fields of class C™ in J that are linear combination of the vector fields

X kats oy Xge

We consider the map
G:V'(J)x HHT) = V'(J) x V")) (2.6.4)

defined by
G(Y1,Ys) = (Y1, F(Y1 + Y2)).

We recall that, given a vector field Y along a portion of v, we define the curve T'(Y)(¢)
by exp, (Y (t)) and we define F(Y') as the vertical projection of the tangent vector
['(Y). We consider on each of the spaces appearing in (2.6.4) the corresponding || - ||,
or || - ||;—1 norm, and in the product one of the classical product norms.
Then
DG(0,0)(Y1,Y2) = (Y1, DF(0)(Y1 + Y2)),

where DF(0)Y is given by

n
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Observe that DF(0)Y = 0 if and only if Y is an admissible vector field, namely Y
solves (2.6.1).

Our objective now is to prove that the map DG(0,0) is an isomorphism of Banach
spaces. Indeed suppose that DG(0,0)(Y7,Y5) = (0,0). This implies that Y] is equal
to zero. In the coordinates previously described, Y; to F, and Y5 to G;. By the
admissibility equation (2.6.3) we have that also Y5 is equal to zero. This proves that
DG(0,0) is injective. Let us prove now that DG(0,0) is surjective. Take (Z1, Zs), where
Zy € V'(J), and Z, € V'1(J) we seek Y7, Y, such that DG(0,0)(Y1,Ys) = (Z1, Zs).
Then Y} = Z; and Y5 is obtained by solving the system

Gy = A (F'+ BF + Z),

since Y7 and Zy = >, %X, is already given. This proves that DG (0, 0) is surjective.

Keeping the above notation for Y;, Z;, i = 1,2, we notice that DG(0,0) is a
continuous map since the identity map is continuous and there exists a constant K
such that

|Zallr < (||dt )]+ il il )
r—1

Kl + [[Y2llr—)-

Moreover, DG(0,0) is an open map since we have

||}/2||7"—1 X (H Zl

+ | Z1llr—1 + ||ZQ||7"—1>

K[| 2]l + HzaHr 1)-

This concludes the proof that DG(0,0) is an isomorphism of Banach spaces.

Let us finally consider an admissible vector field V' compactly supported on (a,b).

We consider the map

G:(—e,e) xV'(J)xHHT) = V'(J) x V1)),

defined by
G(s,Y1,Ys) = (Y1, F(sV + Y1 + Y2)).

The map G is continuous with respect to the product norms (on each factor we put the

natural norm, the FEuclidean one on the intervals and || - ||, and || - ||,_1 in the spaces
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of vectors along 7). Moreover

G(0,0,0) = (0,0),
since v is horizontal. Now we have that

is a linear isomorphism. We can apply the Implicit Function Theorem to obtain € > 0

and unique maps
Yi:(—¢g,e) = V'(J), Yo:(—e,e)—=HJ)
such that G(s,Yi(s),Ya(s)) = (0,0,0). This implies that Y;(s) = 0, ¥5(0) = 0 and that
F(sV +Ya(s)) =0.

Hence the curve I : J — N defined by I'y(t) = exp, ) (sV () + Ya(s)(t)) is horizontal

for s € (—¢,¢). Differentiating the above formula at s = 0 we obtain

DF(0) (V + 623(0)) — 0.

As V is admissible we deduce that

Y, B
DF(0) ((95(0)> =0
Since .
0 o
a};é(()): Zfz 2 fzecr_l(‘])v
h=1

we get from by equation (2.6.3) that f; = 0 for each h = 1,...,n — k. Therefore it
follows that %(O) = 0. This way we obtain that the variational vector field of the

variation Iy is
ol B Y, B
B =V+ g(0) =V

s=0
The uniqueness property of the Implicit Function Theorem provides Y;(s) = 0 for
s € (—e,e) when V = 0. O
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2.7 The first variation formula

Let v: I — N be a curve of degree d in a graded manifold (N, H!, ..., H?*) endowed
with a Riemannian metric. We fix an orthonormal adapted basis (X7, ..., X,,) along
the curve. Recall that the length of degree d was computed in (2.1.5) as Ly(vy,J) =
[; 04(t)dt, where the length density 64 of degree d is given by

0a(t) = ( f: (1), (Xj)w(t)>2>%-

Jj=nd-1+1

Assume that 6,4(t) # 0 for all t € I. Fixing ¢ € I it turns out that

o(t) = /t 9u(r)dr

is a diffeomorphism, then 5(s) = y(¢~!(s)) is a reparametrization of v so that the new
length density is identically 1. If not, by Corollary 1.2.5 we know that I \ [ is open
and we can reparametrize v such the new length density is identically 1 on every open
connected component (interval) of I \ 1.

Let I'(¢, s) be an admissible variation of 7 whose variational vector field is given by
V(t) = 95(¢,0). Calling 6 = 6, the derivative of the length functional L, is given by

d d nq s 2\ 3
Z| LT D) = o 5:0/1 ( ;Z <F(§,t ),(Xj)p<t,s)> ) dt
B ZH/ 92 js:o<r((g;fS)’(Xj)F(tvs)> dt
= 5 [ e 0.+ 0. T X

Integrating by parts we obtain that

/I W<wv(t),xj>dt: /I —(V(t),Vy (MXj>>dt'

Since V = Y1 | (V, X;) X; we get

(1), Vv X) = (V, 3 (0, Vi X)) X)),
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and so we can write

dCiSZOLd(FS,]) :/I<v, H) dt, (2.7.1)
where
n- 8 (o) B e ). era

Expressing 7' = >4, (v, X¢) Xy, we can rewrite H as

£ (3T SR )
where

i = —(Vx, X, Xo) + (Xo, Vi, Xj) = (X, [X0, X)) (2.7.4)

With this preparation, we can compute the first variation formula for the length L, of
degree d for regular curves.

Remark 2.7.1. Let m be a positive integer. We remind that when x is a vector
field in R™ with coordinates x; for ¢ = 1,...,m, its transpose is the row vector

2l = (z1,...,%m).

Theorem 2.7.2. Let v: 1 — N be a curve of degree d = deg(7y) such that 04(t) =

for each t € I\ Iy. Assume that the curve «y is reqular restricted to [a,b] C I ~\ Iy.
Then ~ is a critical point of the length of degree d for any admissible variation if and
only if there is a constant vector kT € R"~"¢ such that v satisfies along 7 the following

differential equation

—at @)+ 5Ew = (k- ([ oD@ ar)) DwAn, @19

where w; = (7', X;) fori=1,...,nq, A(t) defined in (2.3.3), D(t) solving (2.4.7) and

we set

0 Io

0 5}1, Bnd
— = = 2.7.6
(0% Un, 41 ) 6 (ﬁv> 5nd+1 ) ( )

und Bn
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with

ng ng )
=2 2w

l=1j=ng_1+1

Proof. Fix an adapted basis (X;) along ~y, and consider the admissible vector field

V= ZngJr Z fiX

Jj=ngq+1

solving the admissibility equation (2.3.4). Then we have

(DF) = —DAG.

(2.7.7)

Since 7 is regular by hypothesis, Theorem 2.5.4 implies that V' is integrable, and so
there exists an admissible variation I'(t, s) such that V(¢) = 2-(¢,0). With the notation
introduced in (2.7.6) the first variational formula with respect to (X;) is given by

d

ds

LT D) = [ =67 (OG(0) + BL(OG() + BT (OF (1) .

s=0

Since (2.7.7) holds and F' is compactly supported in [a, b] we have
/53(15)F(t) dt = /5T (t) DY (t)D(t)F(t) dt
I

(/ﬁT 7)dr ) (DFY () d

/ (/ | dT) D(t)A(t)G(t) dt.

Therefore (2.7.8) is equivalent to

[ (~amw =+ ([ srep

for each G(t) that verifies

dr) DIOA() + 5L (1)) Ge)dt,
b

F(b) = —D(b)~! / D($)A(t)G(t)dt = 0.
Hence a critical point of the functional L, is given by

[ (~amw =+ ([ srep

dr) DOA() + 51 (1)) G(t)de

0,

(2.7.8)

(2.7.9)
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for each GG satisfying

b
a,b _ -1 _
HY(G) = D(b) / D(t)A(H)G(t)dt = 0.
Since the holonomy map is surjective by the du Bois-Reymond Lemma [56, Lemma
C.1] there exists a constant vector kT € R" " such that the Euler-Lagrange equation

is given by
—aT(t) + (/t BE(rYD(7) dT) D()A(t) + BE(t) =k D(b) ' D) A(t). (2.7.10)

Since D(b)~! is a constant matrix we have that k = kD(b)™! is a constant row vector.
Hence 7 satisfies equation (2.7.5).

Conversely, assume that equation (2.7.5) holds so than also (2.7.17) holds. Putting
equation (2.7.17) into (2.7.9) we obtain

d

ds

La(Ty, 1) = /I k D(OAMDG()dt = k /1 D) A()G(t)dt.

s=0
Since (2.7.7) holds and F' is compactly supported in [a, b] we conclude
t=b

=0.

t=a

d

S L n =k 0oF®)

s=0

Hence we proved that v is a critical point of the length functional of degree d for any

admissible variation. O]

Example 2.7.3 (The Heisenberg group H"). A well-known example of contact sub-
Riemannian manifold (see Example 2.4.12) is the Heisenberg group H", defined as

R?**+1 endowed with the contact form

i=1

Moreover H" is a Lie group (R?"*! %) where the product is defined, for any pair of
points (z,t) = (z1,...,2n,t), (Z/,') = (21,...,2,,t') in R**1 = C* x R, by

Y no

i=1

(z,t) % (2/,t) = (z + 2+t + ZIm(zJ/)) :
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A basis of left invariant vector fields is given by {Xi,---, X,,, Y1, -+, Yy, T}, where

A R
T on 20, T oy T2g T oo™ )

The only non-trivial relation is [X;, Y;] = T. Here the horizontal metric h is the one
that makes {X;,Y; : ¢ = 1,--- ,n} an orthonormal basis of H = ker(wp). On the
tangent bundle we consider the metric g = (-,-) so that (2.4.13) holds. Clearly, we
have (X;,T) = (Y;,T) =0 for all i = 1,...,n. Let V be the Levi-Civita connection

associated to g. From Koszul formula and the Lie bracket relations we get
VXin — VYZY] - VTT == O, VXZY} = _6ijTa leXJ == duT (2711)

For any vector field X on H" we have J(X) = VxT. Following the previous notation
we set X,y; = Y; forall i = 1,...,n and Xs5,,; := T, then the only non-trivial
structure constants are

cinti = —eaihi = ([Xi, Xivnls Xongr) = 1, (2.7.12)
foralli=1,...,n.

Let v : I — H" be an horizontal curve parameterized by arc length, i.e. 6(t) =1
By equation (2.7.11) and the linearity of V on the first term we have (7', V., X;) =0
thus it holds

;= (Voy', X;5) + (7, Vo X;) = (Vo X5),
where « is defined in Theorem 2.7.2. Since (V7. T) = —(v/, J(7')) =0, then V.~ is
horizontal. By equation (2.7.12) we have ¢j; = 0 for all j = 1,...,2n, thus we deduce

that
2n 2n

Bi=>3(. X)), X¢) )y =0

(=1 j=1

foralli =1,...,2n + 1. In this setting we have
B:<[7,7T]>T>:O’ A:(a1a~->a2n)a

where a; = 2(J(v'), X;), as we computed in (2.4.14). Since the solution of following
Cauchy problem

D'(t)=D()B(t) =0

D(a) =1
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is given by D(t) = 1 for all ¢ € [a, b], the right side term of (2.7.5) is given by 2kJ (7).
Then we conclude that v is a critical point of the horizontal length functional for any

admissible variation if and only if there exists a constant k& € R such that
— V. =2kJ(¥). (2.7.13)

Explicit solutions to this geodesic equation can be find in [89, p. 10 ], [76, p. 160] and
in [7, p. 28].

Let now v : I — H™ be a curve such that deg(vy) = 2. We parametrize the curve ~
so that the length density 65(¢) = (v, T) = 1 for all t € I \ Ij. Since deg(y) = 2 is the
maximal degree for a curve in Heisenberg the vertical set V, ) = {0} for all t € I \ I.

Then 7 is regular restricted to each interval [a,b] C I \ I;. Therefore we have that
k=D=A=0and

0
: 2n+1
a=| |, Bi=> usmpruccy
0 =1
1

Thus we have 5; = —(7,Y;) fori=1,...,n, 5; = (¢, X;) fori =n+1,...,2n and
Bont1 = 0. We deduce 8 = J(v'). Hence the geodesic equation (2.7.5) is given by
J(v') =0, then v/ = T. We conclude that the geodesics of degree 2 are straight lines

in direction 0.

2.7.1 Some properties of the length functional of degree two

for surfaces immersed in the Heisenberg group

Let X be a surface immersed in the Heisenberg group H!, where a basis of left-invariant

vector fields is given by
X:@t—l—%@t, Y:ay—gat, T =9,

We consider the ambient metric g = (-, -) that makes (X,Y,7T) an orthonormal basis,
see Example 2.4.21, and H = span{X, Y'}. ¥ inherits the Riemannian metric g induced
by g. Hence (X, H', H?) is a graded manifold endowed with the Riemannian metric g,
where 7:111, =T,XNHy, 7—22 = T,¥ if p belongs to ¥ ~\ ¥y and 7—2713 = 7:[]% =H, =T,%
for p € ¥y. Let N be a unit vector normal to ¥ w.r.t. g and N, = N — (N, T)T its

orthogonal projection onto H. In the regular part ¥ \ g, the horizontal Gauss map
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v, and the characteristic vector field Z are defined by

Ny,
vy =—, 4 =Jp), 2.7.14
h |Nh| ( h) ( )

where J(X) =Y, J(Y) = —X and J(T) = 0. Clearly Z is horizontal and orthogonal

to v, then it is tangent to 2. If we define
S =(N,T)v, — |N,|T, (2.7.15)

then (Z,,S,) = (e1, e2) is an orthogonal basis of 7,¥ and it is adapted to the filtration
H, NT,% C H2NT,% for each p in X\ Y.
In the regular part ¥\ X the length functional L is well-defined. Since all variation

['y are admissible and the first variation formula is given by

‘ Lo(Ty, I) = /I<v, H) dt, (2.7.16)

where V' is a vector field in 7' and H is given by equation (2.7.3). Then the Euler-
Lagrange equation for L, is given by H = 0. Following equation (2.7.3), H = 0 is
equivalent to

A ) e . 2 (1), e2) (V' (1), e0) 5 .
dt <|<’7,(t>762>|> 2+i:1421< <7/(t)7€2> Cél) t 0. (2717)

Then a straightforward computation shows that (2.7.17) is equivalent to

((V(1),e1)c) er + (7 (1), ex)cdy) 2 =0
This means that the geodesic equation for L, is given by
(' (1), Z)([S, 2], S) = 0. (2.7.18)

Whenever ([S, Z],S) # 0 the unique geodesic for Ly starting from p is the integral curve
of the vector field S passing through p, namely the unique solution of the following
Cauchy problem
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The projection of the integral curve of S onto the zy-plane are called seed curves in

the literature, see for instance [14, page 159].

Example 2.7.4. A vertical plane P, in H! is given by
Py={(z,y,t) eH' : ax+by=c, a®+b° =1, c€R}.

It is easy to see that the Z = bX —aY and S = T. Thus on a vertical plane we always
have ([T, Z],T) = 0, since the Lie algebra of the Heisenberg group is nilpotent. More
generally each surface obtained by the product of a planar curve in the ry-plane with R
in the t direction (see [16, Example 3.4]) verifies ([S, Z], S) = 0. Therefore all curves in
P, satisfy the geodesic equation (2.7.18). Now for seek of simplicity in the computation
we consider the vertical plane {y = 0}. This is not restrictive since a generic vertical
plane P, can be obtained by a rotation and a left-translation of {y = 0}. The length

functional of degree 2 is given by

L) = [ 1/(5). T)lds,

where (s) = (x(s), t(s)) is a piecewise C'! curve in P, = {y = 0}. Let p = (z0,) and
q = (z1,t1) be two point in P,. We consider the piecewise curve a(s) : [0,2] — P,
defined by

als) = ai(s) = (zo, s t1 + (1 — s)to) if se€]0,1]
ag(s) = ((s — D)y + (2 — s)xg, 1) if se€[l,2].

We claim that «(t) is a minimizing curve for the length functional of degree 2, that
means Lo(a) < Lo(y) for each curve 7 : [a,b] — P,, 7(s) = (z(s),t(s)) such that
v(a) = (zo,to) and v(b) = (z1,t1). Indeed, defining the following function

f:]a,b] = R, f(s) = (t(s) — to, t1 — to),

we have f(a) =0 and f(b) = |[t; — to|*. Then, it holds

£(8) = 1)~ fla) = [ f'(s)ds. (2.7.19)



2.7 The first variation formula 79

By Cauchy-Schwarz inequality and (2.7.19) we obtain

ity — fof? = ‘ [ sys| < [ 1) ds < [168 ().t~ ta)lds

b
<l —tol [ 1(s)lds.

Then, it follows

[t — to] g/ab|t’(s)|ds:/abq/(fy’(s),TPds:Lg(fy). (2.7.20)

Since Lo(ag) = 0 we have Lo(a)) = Lo(ay) = |t; —to|. By equation (2.7.20) we conclude
Ly(a) < Lo(y). However Ly has several minimum among all curves that fix that
end-points p and ¢, because each curve of degree 2 that has increasing ¢ coordinate is
a minimum for the length functional L. Indeed, when we reach the horizontal leaf of

coordinates t; we can connect each point on the leaf leaving unchanged the value of L.

Example 2.7.5 (Characteristic plane). Let P. be the characteristic (or horizontal)
plane in H' defined by
P.={(z,y,t) e H' : t=0}.

In cylindrical coordinates © = pcos(f), y = psin(f) and t = ¢, where p > 0 and
6 € [0,27], we consider the orthonormal adapted basis (X', Y, T) in H', where

X' =cos(0)X +sin(0)Y = 2,
dp
10 50 (2.7.21)
Y/ = — SID(Q)X + COS(Q)Y = ;% + 5&
Furthermore, since the tangent vector to P, are 8% and
0 0>
— =pY' - =T
a0 ~ "t T2
we deduce . 5
Z=— and S= =90
P py 1+ 5

Since ([Z, 5], S) = 3% ((1 + %)_%) # 0 for all p > 0 the geodesics for Ly are integral

curves of S. Let v(t) : [0,¢] — R?\ {0} be the integral closed curve of S such that

7(0) = (po, Bo) and Y(t) = (po,bo), po > 0, Oy € [0,27] and | - | the Euclidean metric.
When py tends to 0 the circle described by v collapses to the characteristic point 0 and
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we have 5
lim / I (#)|dt = lim —2% — o,
I

po—0 po—0 / 7
Lo 1 + 4

Example 2.7.6 (Pansu’s spheres). In cylindrical coordinates the Pansu sphere S; is

the union of the graphs of the functions f and — f defined on the plane ¢t = 0, where

for 0 <p<1
1 B
f@ﬁ)=2<mﬂ—w”+wSWm>-

Then, for 0 < p < 1 we have

2
3f_ p and g—O.

ap JI=p2 o0
Therefore the unit normal N to the upper (lower) hemisphere, described by the graph
f (respectively —f ), is

VI=p?

Thus, we have v, = +X', Z = +Y’, (N, T) = (1 — p*)"2 and

1 2
N = (Ti 4 Xj.

2 1 2
p 2X' and S = 2X’i p 5
—p 1—p L—p

Nh:jzl

A straightforward computation shows that for 0 < p < 1 there holds

1
V1—p?

L1 P 2.7.22)
7}// T X/ T ( o
_p2<p + ) + 1_p2 >

1
_3
=p*(1—p*)72 £0.

(2,5],5) =

(Y, X7,5)

On the equator of Sy, parametrized by 6 — (1,6,0), we have ([Z,S],S) = 0 since
T is tangent to S;. Fix a point py = (po, 0o, =f(po,00)) € S; with 0 < py < 1. By
(2.7.22) out from the equator ([Z, S], S) # 0, then the geodesic v(s) = (p(s),0(s), t(s) =



2.7 The first variation formula 81

f(p(s),0(s))) at po for the Ly functional is the solution of the following Cauchy problem

[)(S): \/11W
6(s) =0

i(s) = 7125
7(0) = (po, o, £ (o, 0o))-

(2.7.23)

Then we have 0(s) = 0y and p(s) verifies

; [y\/ 1—y?+ sin_l(y)]Z(S) =s. (2.7.24)
0
Moreover, we notice that the sign of (s) is opposite to the sign of f. This means
that the ¢ coordinate of a geodesic y(s) decreases in the upper hemisphere and
increases in lower hemisphere until v reaches the equator. Then for each p, > 0
and 6y € [0,27] we consider 7, : [0,5] — S; the solution of (2.7.23) such that
Y(0) = (p, 0, f(p)), vu(5) = (1,60,0) and ~, : [0, 5] — S; the solution of (2.7.23) such
that 7,(0) = (p, 0, —f(p)), 7e(5) = (1,600,0). Letting I = [0,25] we set

Yu(8) s €0, s

7(25 —s) s € [s,28§]

afs) =

When p, tends to 0 the end-points of a go to the poles that are characteristic points
and we have

lim /|a )|dt = llm 25 = 5,

po—0 po—0

since by (2.7.24) it follows






Chapter 3

Submanifolds of fixed degree

immersed in graded manifolds

This chapter is devoted to the study of m-dimensional submanifolds of fixed degree
immersed in an equiregular graded manifold (N, H!,..., H?) endowed with a Rieman-
nian metric, in particular we will show how to extend the notions of deformability
and regularity introduced for curves in Chapter 2 to immersed submanifolds. First
of all in Section 3.1 we define the area of degree d for these submanifolds. This is
done as a limit of Riemannian areas. In addition, an integral formula for this area
in terms of a density is given in formula (3.1.4). Section 3.2 is devoted to provide
examples of submanifolds of certain degrees and the associated area functionals. In
Sections 3.3 and 3.4 we introduce the notions of admissible variations, admissible
vector fields and integrable vector fields and we study the system of first order partial
differential equations defining the admissibility of a vector field. In particular, we show
the independence of the admissibility condition for vector fields of the Riemannian
metric in § 3.4.2. In Section 3.5 we give the notion of a strongly regular submanifold
of degree d, see Definition 3.5.1. Then we prove in Theorem 3.5.2 that the strong
regularity condition implies that any admissible vector vector is integrable. In addition,
we exhibit in Example 3.5.7 an isolated plane whose only admissible normal vector
field is the trivial one. In Section 3.6 we introduce suitable intrinsic coordinates to
rewrite in convincing way the admissibility system. In Section 3.7 we provide the
definition of ruled submanifolds. Section 3.8 is completely devoted to description of the
higher-dimensional holonomy map and characterization of regular and singular ruled
submanifolds. Finally, in Section 3.9 we give the proof of Theorem 3.9.5, that is a
generalization of Theorem 2.5.4. Finally in Section 3.10 we compute the Euler-Lagrange

equations of a strongly regular submanifold and give some examples. A substantial
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part of the content of this chapter comes form the articles [24] and [47], that have

already been submitted.

3.1 Area for submanifolds of given degree

In this section we shall consider a graded manifold (N, H!,... , H?*) endowed with a
Riemannian metric g, and an immersed submanifold M of dimension m.

We recall the construction introduced in Section 2.1 : given p € N, we recursively
define the subspaces K} := H,, Kot := (ML) NH, for 1 < i < (s—1). Here L
means perpendicular with respect to the Riemannian metric g. Therefore we have
the decomposition (2.1.1) of T,N into orthogonal subspaces. Given r > 0, the unique
Riemannian metric g, is the one that makes the subspaces K; orthogonal and verifies
(2.1.2).

Working on a neighborhood U of p where a local frame (X7, ..., X}) generating the
distribution H is defined, we construct an orthonormal adapted basis (X7, ..., X,,) for
the Riemannian metric g by choosing orthonormal bases in the orthogonal subspaces
K! 1 < i< s. Thus, the m-vector fields

X = (r%(deg(Xn)—l)le) ALA (r%(deg(xjm)—l)ij) 7 (3.1.1)

where J = (j1,Jo, .., jm) for 1 < j; < -+ < j, < n, are orthonormal with respect to
the extension of the metric g, to the space of m-vectors. We recall that the metric g,

is extended to the space of m-vectors simply defining

Gr(VL Ao AUy, U] AL A L) = det (gT(Ui, U;)) (3.1.2)

1<i,g<m’

for vy,..., vy and vy, ..., v, in T,N. Observe that the extension is denoted the same

way.

3.1.1 Area for submanifolds of given degree

Assume now that M is an immersed C' submanifold of dimension m in a equiregular
graded manifold (N, H!, ..., H*) equipped with the Riemannian metric g. We take a
Riemannian metric 4 on M. For any p € M we pick a p-orthonormal basis ey, ..., e,

in T, M. By the area formula we get

AM',g,) = /M, 1 Ao A eml,,, du(p). (3.1.3)
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where M’ C M is a bounded measurable set on M and A(M’, g,) is the m-dimensional
area of M’ with respect to the Riemannian metric g,.

Now we express

WA AY ;TJ(p)(X'])p = ;%;(p)(f(})p, r > 0.

From (3.1.1) we get X7 = r2(desX0)-m) x| and so 7, = r~3(des(X0-m)r  Moreover,

as {X7} is an orthonormal basis for g,, we have

e A Aely = DT ()P = Yo X (),
J J

Therefore, we have

1/2
lgfglr%(deg(M)—m) ler AL A €m|gr = 17% (Zr(deg(M)—deg(XJ))Tg(p)>
J

(v 2w

deg(X j)=deg(M)
By Lebesgue’s dominated convergence theorem we obtain
] ;
tim (20 a0 g)) = [ (S Be) dup) 314
e M’ N deg(x ;) =deg(1)

Definition 3.1.1. If M is an immersed submanifold of degree d in an equiregular
graded manifold (N, H!, ..., H?) endowed with a Riemannian metric g, the degree d
area A, is defined by

i
Ag(M') = lim <’I“2( _m)A(M/,gT)>7

rl0
for any bounded measurable set M’ C M.

Equation (3.1.4) provides an integral formula for the area A;. An immediate

consequence of the definition is the following

Remark 3.1.2. Setting d := deg(M) we have by equation (3.1.4) and the notation
introduced in (1.2.5) that the degree d area A, is given by

Ag(M') = /M, [(er A Aem)yly du(p). (3.1.5)
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for any bounded measurable set M’ C M. When the ambient manifold is a Carnot
group this area formula was obtained by [69]. Notice that the d area Ay, is given by

the integral of the m-form

(e1 Ao Nem)a
[(e1 Ao Aem)alg

wa(v1, - U) (D) = (V1 A oo A Uy, ) (3.1.6)
where v1, ..., v, is a basis of T, M.

In a more general setting, an m-dimensional submanifold in a Riemannian manifold
is an m-current (i.e., an element of the dual of the space of m-forms), and the area is
the mass of this current (for more details see [31]). Similarly, a natural generalization
of an m-dimensional submanifold of degree d immersed in a graded manifold is an
m-~current of degree d whose mass should be given by A,;. In [38] the authors studied
the theory of H-currents in the Heisenberg group. Their mass coincides with our
area (3.1.5) on intrinsic C' submanifolds. However in (3.1.6) we consider all possible

m-~forms and not only the intrinsic m-forms in the Rumin’s complex [94, 82, 5].

Corollary 3.1.3. Let M be an m-dimensional immersed submanifold of degree d in a
graded manifold (N, H', ..., H?) endowed with a Riemannian metric g. Let My C M
be the closed set of singular points of M. Then Ayz(My) = 0.

Proof. Since M is measurable, from (3.1.4) we obtain

(% #0) ).

deg(X j)=d

Aa(My) = /

Mo

but 7;(p) = 0 when deg(X ;) = d and p € M, since deg,,;(p) < d. O

Remark 3.1.4. Another easy consequence of the definition is the following: if M
is an immersed submanifold of degree d in graded manifold (N, H!,... H*) with a
Riemannian metric, then Ay (M') = oo for any open set M’ C M when d’ < d. This

follows easily since in the expression
1 /
s(d'—m)
r2 ’61/\.../\€m’gr

we would have summands with negative exponent for r.

In the following example, we exhibit a Carnot manifold with two different Rieman-
nian metrics that coincide when restricted to the horizontal distribution, but yield

different area functionals of a given degree
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Example 3.1.5. We consider the Carnot group H! ® H', which is the direct product of
two Heisenberg groups. Namely, let R? x R? be the 6-dimensional Euclidean space with

coordinates (z,y, z,2',y’, z’). We consider the 4-dimensional distribution H generated
by

Yy T
X =0, — =0, Y =0,+=-0,,
2 v 2
' /
X' =0y — %az/ Y = 8y/ + %azl

The vector fields Z = [X,Y] = 0, and Z' = [X',Y’] = 0., are the only non trivial
commutators that generate, together with X, Y, X', Y”, the subspace H? = T'(H' @ H').
Let © be a bounded open set of R? and u a smooth function on  such that w(s,t) = 0.

We consider the immersed surface

o0 —H @H,
(s,t) — (s,0,u(s,t),0,t,u(s,t)),

whose tangent vectors are

O, =(1,0,u,,0,0,us) = X +us Z +us Z,
®, =(0,0,0,0,1,0) = Y.

Thus, the 2-vector tangent to M is given by
PN, =XANY +u (ZANY' +Z'NY').

When u(s,t) is different from zero the degree is equal to 3, since both Z A'Y” and
Z' NY' have degree equal to 3. Points of degree 2 corresponds to the zeroes of u,. We
define a 2-parameter family gy, of Riemannian metrics on H! @ H', for (A, u) € R?, by
the conditions (i) (X, Y, X', Y”) is an orthonormal basis of H, (ii) Z, Z" are orthogonal
to H, and (iii) ¢(Z,2) = X\, g(Z',Z') = p and g(Z', Z) = 0. Therefore, the degree 3

area of €) with respect to the metric g,, is given by
As(Q) = / ws(A + v) dsdt.
Q

As we shall see later, these different functionals will not have the same critical points,

that would depend on the election of Riemannian metric.
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However, in some cases, we can give conditions ensuring that two different extensions
of a sub-Riemannian metric on a Carnot manifold provide the same area functional of

a given degree up to scaling. These functionals would have the same critical points.

Remark 3.1.6. Let M be an m-dimensional submanifold immersed in an equiregular
Carnot manifold (N, H) and we set d := deg(M). Assume that for all p in M

(i) there exist ey, ..., e,—1 vectors tangent to 7,M that belong to H,,
(ii) there exists e,, € T,M such that deg(e,,) =d —m +1,
(111) Ng—m+1 — Nd—m = 1.

Let h be a sub-Riemannian metric defined on ‘H and g, g be two different metrics
extending / to the whole tangent space TN and such that H& ™\ HI~™ is orthogonal
to H, with respect to the both metric g, g at each p in M. Then there exists a real
number A > 0 such that

Ag(M,g) =X Ag(M, g). (3.1.7)

Indeed, fix an adapted basis (Xi,...,X,) orthonormal in H. Then, the degree d

component of the tangent m-vector is given by

(el VAN em)d = Z aJle ARERWA ij—1 A Xnd—erl’
1<ji<<jm-1<k

where J = (J1, .., Jm-1,Nd—m+1) and a; € R. Therefore there exists A > 0 such that

|(61 ARERWA em)d|g = Z a?] g(Xndme?Xndme)

1<j1<"'<jm71<k

= Z a% )\§<Xnd,m+17 Xnd—m+1)

1<t <+ <gm—1<k
=A(er Ao Aem)dlg
Hence, by the integral formula (3.1.5) we obtain (3.1.7).

3.1.2 Strongly regular submanifolds for the growth vector

Let M be a submanifold in an equiregular graded manifold (N, H!,...,H?®). Then we
consider the flag (1.2.10)

HLCHEC - CHE=T,M, (3.1.8)
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where 7 = T,M N'HJ and 1 (p) = dim(7#) — dim(#H2 ). In [44] Ghezzi and Jean say
that M is strongly equiregular if m;(p) is constant for each pin M and each j =1,...,s.
In analogy with the definition of a regular point, we say that M is strongly reqular for
the growth vector at p in M if there exists a neighborhood U, C M such that m;(q) is

constant for each ¢ in U, and each j =1, -+ ,s.

Proposition 3.1.7. Let M be a smooth submanifold of degree deg(M) in an equireqular
graded manifold (N, H*, ..., H*). Suppose that p is a point of mazimal degree deg,;.
Then M is strongly reqular for the growth vector at p.

Proof. Let p be a point of maximal degree. By Proposition 1.2.4 there exists an open
neighborhood U, C N such that deg,,(¢q) > deg,,(p) for all ¢ in U, N M. Since deg,,;(p)
achieves the maximum value d(M) at p we have deg,,(¢) = deg,,(p) for all ¢ in U,N M.

Let us consider a basis of the tangent space

Bp = (61, ey Cmgtly -9 Crgy - ey Emg 11y - - - ,6,,;13) (319)
adapted to the flag (3.1.8) at p in M such that

7—211, =span{ey,...,emn },

.
H,, =span{er, ..., €my; €41y - - Cring |

s __
H, =span{er, ..., €m,_y;Cmoy 155 Cm, )

We can consider smooth vector fields {£}},-;
U, C U, such that

. defined on an open neighborhood

.....

Dq - (E1|q, ey Em1|q, Em1+1’q, ce ,EmQ‘q, ey Em571+1|q, cee ’Efns

a)

span all the tangent space T, M for each ¢ in U, N M and D, is equal to the basis
B, at p. By Lemma 1.2.2 we have that there exists an open set U C U, such that
deg(E;|,) > deg(e;) for all j =1,...,m,. Moreover, we claim that deg(E;|,) = deg(e;)
for alli =1,...,m = m,. Otherwise there exists an index k such that deg(Exl|,) >

deg(ey) and we have

degg) = 3 deg(Fil) > 3 deg(er) = degy (),
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which is impossible since we know that deg,,(p) = deg,,(¢) for all ¢ in U]. Hence
we have m;(q) = m;(p) for all i = 1,..., s, what implies that the submanifold M is

strongly regular for the growth vector at p. O]

Remark 3.1.8. In [44, Theorem 1] it is proved that the degree deg(M) of a strongly
equiregular submanifold M immersed in an equiregular Carnot manifold is equal to
the spherical Hausdorff dimension, induced by the C-C distance d,. defined in (1.1.6).
In addition, the Radon-Nikodym derivative of the d-spherical Hausdorff measure with
respect to a generic measure on M was computed.

Since the spherical Hausdorff dimension is a local property, a straightforward
consequence of Proposition 3.1.7 is that the spherical Hausdorff dimension of M ~ M,
is equal to d = deg(M). Moreover in [69, Theorem 1.2] the authors computed the
Radon-Nikodym derivative of the Riemannian area of M induced by a graded metric
in a Carnot group with respect to the d-spherical Hausdorff measure at points of
maximum degree d. This quantity is equal to the ratio between a metric factor and
the norm of the projection of the unit m-vector 7);(p) tangent to M onto the degree
d. The behavior of this metric factor has been deeply investigated by V. Magnani in
[67, 66].

Hence, we speculate that at points of maximum degree d = deg(M) the Radon-
Nikodym derivative of m-dimensional area measure on (M, ), induced by the ambient
metric g on the Carnot manifold, with respect to the d-dimensional spherical Hausdorff
measure should be equal to the ratio between a metric factor and the norm of the
projection of the unit m-vector 75/(p) tangent to M onto the degree d. This should
imply that our d-area measure given in (3.1.5) is absolutely continuous with respect to

the spherical Hausdorff measure whenever S%(M;) = 0.

3.2 Examples

3.2.1 Degree of a hypersurface in a Carnot manifold

Let M be a C' hypersurface immersed in an equiregular Carnot manifold (N, H),
where H is a bracket generating [-dimensional distribution. Let ) be the homogeneous
dimension of N and p € M.

Let us check that deg(M) = @ — 1. The pointwise degree of M is given by

degy (p) =D j(m; — 1),
j=1
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where 7iv; = dim(H2) with HJ = T,M NHI. Recall that n; = dim(H}). As T,M is a
hyperplane of T, N we have that either 7:[; = 7—[; and m; = n,;, or 72;, is a hyperplane
of H} and m; = n; — 1. On the other hand,

My — My—1 < Ny — Ni—1.
Writing
Ny — Ni—1 = My — M1 + 2,

for non-negative integers z; and adding up on ¢ from 1 to s we get

s
Z Z; = 1,
i=1

since ms =n — 1 and ny = n. We conclude that there exists ig € {1,..., s} such that

zi, = 1 and z; = 0 for all j # 4. This implies

m; = ng, 1 < g,

If ig > 1 for all p € M, then H C T M, a contradiction since H is a bracket-

generating distribution. We conclude that ¢y = 1 and so
deg(M) => i (m; —mi—1) =1-mq+Y_ i (M — 1)

i=1 =2

1=2

3.2.2 Ay,,i-area of a hypersurface in a (2n + 1)-dimensional

contact manifold

A contact manifold is a smooth manifold M?"*! of odd dimension endowed with a one

form w such that dw is non-degenerate when restricted to H = ker(w). Since it holds
dw(X,Y) = X(w(Y)) = YV(w(X)) = w([X,Y]),

for X, Y € H, the distribution H is non-integrable and satisfies Hormander rank condi-
tion by Frobenius theorem. When we define a horizontal metric ~ on the distribution

H then (M, H,h) is a sub-Riemannian structure. It is easy to prove that there exists
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an unique vector field 7" on M so that
W(T) = 1, ET(X) = 0,

where L is the Lie derivative and X is any vector field on M. This vector field T
is called the Reeb vector field. We can always extend the horizontal metric h to the
Riemannian metric ¢ making 7" a unit vector orthogonal to H.
Let 3 be a C! hypersurface immersed in M. In this setting the singular set of X is
given by
Yo={peX:T,X =H,},

and corresponds to the points in X of degree 2n. Observe that the non-integrability of
‘H implies that the set ¥ ~\ ¥j is not empty in any hypersurface 3.

Let N be the unit vector field normal to 3 at each point, then on the regular set
3\ Yo the g-orthogonal projection Nj, of N onto the distribution H is different from
zero. Therefore out of the singular set >y we define the horizontal unit normal by

Ny,
Vh = 777>
| Nl
and the vector field
S = <N, T>I/h - ’Nh’T,

which is tangent to ¥ and belongs to H?. Moreover, 7,5 N (7—[?, N 7-[;) has dimension
equal to one and 7, N 7-[119 equal to 2n — 1, thus the degree of the hypersurface ¥ out
of the singular set is equal to 2n 4+ 1. Let eq,..., e, 1 be an orthonormal basis in

7,2 N ’H[l). Then ey, ..., es,-1,S5p is an orthonormal basis of 7,% and we have
61/\.../\€2n_1/\S: <N,T>€1/\.../\€2n_1/\l/h— |Nh|€1/\.../\€2n_1/\T.

Hence we obtain
Aomi1 (%) :/E|Nh|d2. (3.2.1)

This formula was first obtained by [43] in the general setting of hypersurfaces immersed
in sub-Riemannian manifold, as we mention in Section 1.1.5 equation (1.1.16). In
the case of 3-dimensional pseudo-hermitian manifolds it was deduced by [18, 84] and

generalized to any dimension by [40, 95].

Example 3.2.1 (The Heisenberg group H"). A well-known example of contact manifold
is the Heisenberg group H", described in Example 2.7.3, defined as R?"*! endowed
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with the contact form .

i=1
Moreover H" is a Lie group (R?*"*! %) where the product is defined, for any pair of
points (z,t) = (z1,...,2n,t), (Z/,t') = (21,...,2,,t') in R**1 = C* x R, by

Y no

(z,t) = (2, t) = (z +2 4+ Im(zj/)) :

i=1

A basis of left invariant vector fields is given by {Xy,---, X,,, Y1, -+, Yy, T}, where

0 0 0 0 0
Xzzi AR }/;:7_ i .:17"‘7 ) T=—_.
o, "o, 9, o " " o
The only non-trivial relation is [X;,Y;] = —2T. Here the horizontal metric h is the one

that makes {X;,Y; :i=1,--- ,n} an orthonormal basis of H = ker(wy).
Let Q be an open set of R?® and u : Q — R be a function of class C'. When we
consider a graph ¥ = Graph(u) given by the zero set level of the C* function

f(xlvyla"wxn?yn?t) :u('rhylw"?xn?yn)_tzoa

the unit tangent N normal to X is

N = Zic (U = y) Xi 4 (uy, +2)Yi T
L+ 0 (e, — )% + (g, + )’

Therefore the projection of N onto the horizontal distribution is given by

i (e = 4) Xi 4 (uy, +24)Yi
VI S (e, — i) + (uy, + )

N,

Then, setting the horizontal metric so that X;, Y; are orthonormal we have the expression

1
2

(zn:(ux —y)? + (uy, + xl)Q) L, (3.2.2)

=1

Appr (N To, \) = /Q

where L is the Lebesgue measure in R?". This is exactly the area formula independently
established in recent years, see for instance [28, 18, 19, 92, 53|. This formula is valid
for any set 0 C X since Ay,11(3g) = 0.
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Remark 3.2.2. In general when we fix a metric g we can always consider an orthonor-
mal basis (eq,...,en) of T,M, which is also adapted to the flag (1.2.10). However,
it is not always possible to extend this basis (e, - ,e,,) to an orthonormal adapted
basis of T,,INV, unless T, M is contained in 7—[; with ¢ < s. For instance, if we consider a
surface ¥ immersed in the Heisenberg group (H!, g) where a basis of orthonormal left

invariant vector fields is given by
X:&c—%@, Y:aﬁ%at, T=09,

Let N be unit normal vector to ¥ for g and N, = N — (N, T)T its projection onto

‘H. In the regular part > ~\ Xy the horizontal Gauss map v}, and the characteristic
vector field Z are defined by

Ny,

=— Z=J 3.2.3

O TAT (vn), (3.2.3)

where J(X) =Y, J(Y) = —X and J(T) = 0. Clearly Z is horizontal and orthogonal
to v, then it is tangent to .

If we define
S = <N, T>Vh - ’Nh|T, (324)

then (Z,,S,) is an orthogonal basis of T, and it is adapted to the flag H) N T, C
H2NT,% for each p in 3\ Xo. The only way to extend (Z,, S,) to an orthogonal basis
of T,H! is to add N,,. Obviously (Z,, S,, N,) is orthonormal basis of H' but it is not
adapted to the flag H, C H?. Notice that an adapted basis that is also an extension of

(Z,8) is for instance given by (v, Z, S), which is not an orthogonal basis.

Example 3.2.3 (The roto-translational group). Take coordinates (z,y, ) in the 3-

dimensional manifold R? x S'. We consider the contact form
w = sin(f)dx — cos(6)dy,
the horizontal distribution H = ker(w), is spanned by the vector fields
X =cos(6)0, +sin(6)0,, Y = 0y,

and the horizontal metric A that makes X and Y orthonormal.
Therefore R? x S' endowed with this one form w is a contact manifold. Moreover
(R? x S', H, h) has a sub-Riemannian structure which is also a Lie group known as the

roto-translational group. A mathematical model of simple cells of the visual cortex V1
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using the sub-Riemannian geometry of the roto-translational Lie group was proposed
by Citti and Sarti (see [26], [27]).
Here the Reeb vector field is given by

T =[X,Y] =sin(0)0, — cos()0,.

Let © be an open set of R? and v : 2 — R be a function of class C'. When we consider
a graph ¥ = Graph(u) given by the zero set level of the C* function

f(l',y,e) = U(ffay) —0= 0,
the unit normal N to X is given by

Xu)X =Y +T(u)T
N = :
1+ X (w)? + T(u)?

Therefore the projection of NV onto the horizontal distribution is given by

XX -Y
C T+ X+ Ty

Hence the 3-area functional is given by
1
Az(X\ X, \) = / (1 + X(u)2> * dzdy.
Q

3.2.3 Aj-area of a ruled surface immersed in an Engel struc-
ture

Let £ = R? x S! x R be a smooth manifold with coordinates p = (x,y,0, k). We set
H = span{ Xy, X5}, where

X = cos(6)0, +sin(0)0, + k0y and Xy = 0. (3.2.5)

Therefore (E,H) is a Carnot manifold, indeed H satisfy Hérmander’s rank condition

since

X3 = [X1, Xo] = —0p

(3.2.6)
X, =Xy, [ X3, Xo]] = —sin(0)0, + cos(0)0,.
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and, setting X; = >>7_, Al(p)d;, we have det(A(p)) # 0 where

cos(f) sin(f) k O
0 0 0 1
Alp) = ,
®) 0 0 -1 0
—sin(f) cos(d) 0 O
and
(ax> aya 895 ak) = (617 827 837 a4)
The sub-bundle H? is generated by H and the vector field X3 = [X;, X5] = —0,.

Finally, the sub-bundle H?® = TN is generated by H? and the vector field X, =
(X1, X3] = —sin(0)0, + cos(#)0,. Therefore, (Xi,...,X,) is an adapted basis to the
flag H CH>*CH?=TE.

To define a sub-Riemannian structure we need an inner product on the distribution

‘H. In the present work we will use two different metrics on the distribution H:

10
(1) aa

the one which makes X; and X5 orthonormal and

14+k% 0
ho = 3.2.8
2 ( 0 1) (3:28)

the one induced by the Euclidean metric. Therefore, (E,H, h,) and (E,H, hs) are

sub-Riemannian manifolds. We can write the canonical basis respect to Xi,---, X4
4 .
0 =Y (Alp) ™)X, (3.2.9)
j=1
where
cos(f) 0 kcos(f) —sin(f)
B sin(d) 0 ksin(0 cos(60
A(p) 1 _ ( ) ( ) ( )
0 0 -1 0
0 1 0 0

Here we provide a similar computation to the one developed by Le Donne and Magnani
in [62] in the Engel group. Since the Engel group is the tangent space to F these

computations are morally equivalent. Let €2 be an open set of R? endowed with the
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Lebesgue measure. We denote by (uy, us) a point in 2. Then we consider an embedding
P : Q — F, where we set ® = (&', 0?2 3 &) and X = ®(12). The tangent vector to X
are ®,, = 33j_; ®J e;, i = 1,2. By equation (3.2.9) we obtain

4 4
=>_ @) Z )Xk
j:l =1
@, (cos(0) Xy + k cos(#) X3 — sin(#) Xy)
+ @2 (sin(0) X, + ksin(0) X3 + cos(6) X4)
— 0 X5+ Py, X,
= (cos(®?)®, + sin(P*)P2 ) X1 + Dy Xo + (@*(cos(D?) D, + sin(P?)P? )
— @3 ) X5 + (—sin(®°)P) + cos(P*)P2 ) Xy

Computing the wedge product, it follows

®, A D, = (cos(®*) D + sin(P*) P2 X; A X,
— (cos(®?) DL + sin(P*)PH) X; A X3
+®2 X A Xy
+ (@3 — d*(cos(P) DL + sin (D)D) Xy A X3
+ (sin(®*) DL — cos(P?) D) X, A X,y
+ (1®? — sin(P?) DL + cos(P?) D) X3 A Xy,

O = det ( v ) .
o O

(3.2.10)

where we set

T

According to the notion of pointwise degree, we have that

5 if ezq(u) #0
4 if |era(u)] + |e2a(u)| >0 and  ezq(u) =0

BB = i )] Jems(@)] > 0 and esa(w) = () e2a(u) = 0

2 if ezq(u) = cra(u) = cog(u) = c13(u) = co3(u) =

where we set



98 Submanifolds of fixed degree immersed in graded manifolds

Notice that the degree of ¥ can never be equal to 2. Indeed, if deg(X) was equal to
2 the submanifold ¥ would be a integrable manifold for the distribution H, then H
would be involutive by Frobenius Theorem. However, the distribution H is bracket-
generating and not involutive. Since we are particularly interested in applications
to the visual cortex (see [46],[85, 1.5.1.4] to understand the reasons) we consider the

surface ¥ = ®(Q) given by & = (z,y,0(z,y), k(z,y)). The tangent vectors to X are
O, = (1,000, k),  ®,=(0,1,0,,r,). (3.2.12)

In order to know the dimension of 7, N H,, it is necessary to take in account the

rank of the matrix

1 0 0, kg
)
p=| ° vl (3.2.13)
cos(f) sin(f) k 0
0 0 0 1

Obviously rank(B) > 3, indeed we have

1 0 ky
det| 0 1 x, | #0.

Moreover, it holds

cos(f) sin(f) &k
rank(B) =3 < det 1 0 6, |=0
0 Lo, (3.2.14)
& Kk —0,cos(f) —0,sin(f) =0
& k=X100(x,y)).
Since we are inspired by the foliation property of hypersurface in roto-translational

group and the lifting of a retinal 2D image to the cortex Engel space E enjoys (3.2.14),

in the present work we consider only surface ¥ = {(z,y, 0(z,y), x(x,y))} verifying the
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foliation condition k = X;(0(z,y)). Thus, thanks to (3.2.10), we have

O, NP, =(cos(#)k, —sin(f)r,) X1 A Xo — (cos(0)0, —sin(0)0,) X1 A X
+ Xi AN Xy + (0p6y — Oyky — K(cos(0)ky — sin(8)r,)) Xo A X
+ (sin(f)ky + cos(0) k) Xa A Xy
+ (k —sin(0)0, — cos(0)0,) X3 A X4.

(3.2.15)

By the foliation condition (3.2.14) we have that the coefficient of X3 A X4 is always
equal to zero, then we deduce that deg(X) < 4. Moreover, the coefficient of X; A X,
never vanishes, therefore deg(X) = 4 and there are not singular points in ¥. When
k = X;(0) a tangent basis of T,¥ adapted to 1.2.10 is given by

e; = cos(0)®, + sin(0)®, = X; + X (k) Xa,

(3.2.16)
ey = —sin(0) P, + cos(0)P, = Xy — X4(0) X5 + Xy(r)Xo.

When we fix the Riemannian metric g; that makes (Xi,..., X4) we have that the
Ay-area of X is given by

1

A4(3, g) :/Q(1+X1(/4)2>§ dgmzy:/ﬂ(1+X§(9)2)é drdy. (3.2.17)

When we fix the Euclidean metric gy that makes (01, 0o, 0, Ok ) we have that the A4-area
of ¥ is given by

Ay, g0) = /Q (1 + K%+ Xl(fﬁ)z)% dxdy. (3.2.18)

Notice that g; restricted to the distribution is equal to hy and goly is equal to hs.

3.3 Admissible variations for submanifolds

Let us consider an m-dimensional manifold A and an immersion ® : M — N into an
equiregular graded manifold endowed with a Riemannian metric g = (-,-). We shall

denote the image ®(M) by M and d := deg(M). In this setting we have the following

definition

Definition 3.3.1. A smooth map I : M x (—&,¢) — N is said to be an admissible
variation of ® if Ty : M — N, defined by T'y(p) := I'(p,t), satisfies the following

properties

(i) To = @,
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(ii) I't(M) is an immersion of the same degree as (M) for small enough ¢, and
(iii) Ty(p) = ®(p) for p outside a given compact subset of M.

Definition 3.3.2. Given an admissible variation I', the associated variational vector

field is defined by

or

V() = S(5.0) (3.3.1)

The vector field V is an element of Xo(M, N): i.e., a smooth map V : M — TN
such that V(p) € To) N for all p € M. Tt is equal to 0 outside a compact subset of M.
Let us see now that the variational vector field V' associated to an admissible
variation T satisfies a differential equation of first order. Let p = ®(p) for some p € M,
and (X7, -+, X,) an adapted frame in a neighborhood U of p. Take a basis (€1, ..., €y)
of T;M and let e; = d®,(¢;) for 1 < j < m. As I';,(M) is a submanifold of the same

degree as ®(M) for small ¢, there follows

((dL)p(er) A - A (dTe)p(em), (X0)r ) = 0, (3.3.2)

forall X; = X; A AX;,, with 1 < ji < -+ < jpn <, such that deg(X ;) > deg(M).
Taking derivative with respect to ¢ in equality (3.3.2) and evaluating at ¢ = 0 we obtain

the condition

O=(er A...Nem, VX)) + D (et Ao . AV VAL Aem, X)
k=1
for all X; such that deg(X;) > deg(M). In the above formula, (-,-) indicates the
scalar product in the space of m-vectors induced by the Riemannian metric g. The
symbol V denotes, in the left summand, the Levi-Civita connection associated to g
and, in the right summand, the covariant derivative of vectors in X(M, N) induced by
g. Thus, if a variation preserves the degree then the associated variational vector field

satisfies the above condition and we are led to the following definition.

Definition 3.3.3. Given an immersion ® : M — N, a vector field V € Xo(M, N) is
said to be admissible if it satisfies the system of first order PDEs

m

O=(er A...Nem, VX)) + D> (et Ao . AV VAL Aem, X) (3.3.3)
k=1

where X; = X;, A... A X, , deg(X;) > d and p € M. We denote by As(M, N) the
set of admissible vector fields.
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It is not difficult to check that the conditions given by (3.3.3) are independent of
the choice of the adapted basis.

Thus we are led naturally to a problem of integrability: given V € Xo(M, N) such
that the first order condition (3.3.3) holds, we ask whether an admissible variation

whose associated variational vector field is V' exists.

Definition 3.3.4. We say that an admissible vector field V' € Xo(M, N) is integrable
if there exists an admissible variation such that the associated variational vector field
isV.

Proposition 3.3.5. Let ® : M — N be an immersion into a graded manifold. Then
a vector field V € Xo(M, N) is admissible if and only if its normal component V* is
admissible.

Proof. Since the Levi-Civita connection and the covariant derivative are additive
we deduce that the admissibility condition (3.3.3) is additive in V. We decompose
V = VT +V<tin its tangent V' and normal V+ components and observe that V'
is always admissible since the flow of VT is an admissible variation leaving ®(M)
invariant with variational vector field V'T. Hence, V* satisfies (3.3.3) if and only if V/

verifies (3.3.3). O

3.4 The structure of the admissibility system of
first order PDEs

Let us consider an open set U C N where a local adapted basis (X, ..., X,) is defined.
We know that the simple m-vectors X; := X;, A... A X, generate the space A,,(U)

of m-vectors. At a given point p € U, its dimension is given by the formula

. n
dim(A,,(U),) = <m>
Given two m-vectors v,w € A,,(U),, it is easy to check that deg(v + w) <
max{degv,degw}, and that degAv = degv when A # 0 and 0 otherwise. This
implies that the set
AL (U), = {v e A, (U), : degv < d}
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is a vector subspace of A,,(U),. To compute its dimension we let v; := (X;), and we
check that a basis of A4, (U), is composed of the vectors
vy A ... Av;, such that > deg(v;) < d.

Jj=t1

To get an m-vector in such a basis we pick any of the k; vectors in "H; N{v1,..., 0.}
and, for j = 2,...,s, we pick any of the k; vectors on (HJ ~ HJ ') N {v1,...,v.}, so
that

e ki +---+ks=m, and
e 1-ki+--+s-ks<d.

So we conclude, taking ng = 0, that

dim(AL,(U),) = X (E(n_kn H))’

kit ks=m,
Lkytts-ke<d
When we consider two simple m-vectors v;, A ... Awv;, and v; A ... Awv;,, their
scalar product is 0 or 41, the latter case when, after reordering if necessary, we have
v;, = v;, for k = 1,...,m. This implies that the orthogonal subspace Afn(U)If of
Al (U), in A,,(U), is generated by the m-vectors

vy, A ... Av;, such that > deg(v;) > d.

J=i1
Hence we have

o = 2 ("), (.41)

kit-ths=m, \i=1 i

1okydotsks>d
with ng = 0. Since (N, H',...,H?) is equiregular, ¢ = dim(A{ (U);) is constant on
N. Then we can choose an orthonormal basis (X,,...,X,,) in AL (U), at each point
pelU.
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3.4.1 The admissibility system with respect to an adapted

local basis

In the same conditions as in the previous subsection, let ¢ = dim(A% (U),) and
(X, ..., X,,) an orthonormal basis of A% (U)}. Any vector field V € X(M, N) can

be expressed in the form
n

Z JnXn,

where f1,..., fn € C®°(®1(U),R). We take py € ®(U) and, reducing U if necessary,
a local adapted basis (E;); of TM in ®*(U). Hence the admissibility system (3.3.3)

is equivalent to

ZZ cim Ei(fa) + 3 Bin fn =0, i=1,....1 (3.4.2)
j=1h=1 h=1
where 5
J
ciin(P) = (er Ao o AN XR)p A e o A e, (X)) p),s (3.4.3)
and

ﬁzh(ﬁ) = <61 JARANVAN Em, V(Xh)pXJ¢>+

+Z<61/\.../\Verh/\.../\em,(XJi)p> (344)

61/\ Xh](p>/\/\€m,(X]1)p>
J=1
In the above equation we have extended the vector fields F; in a neighborhood of

po = ®(pp) in N, denoting them in the same way.

Definition 3.4.1. Let 71,(p) be the dimension of 7:[“ T,MNHy, ae{l,... s}
where we consider the flag defined in (1.2.10). Then we set

w(U) = max 112;218{@ ma(p) # 0} (3.4.5)
and
p = n,, = dim(H"°) > dim(H') = n,. (3.4.6)

The integer number ¢o(U) is the ambient degree of the first sub-bundle the induced
filtration (H)az1
Ho.

s and p is the dimension of the corresponding ambient sub-bundle

,,,,,
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Remark 3.4.2. In the differential system (3.4.2), derivatives of the function f;, appear
only when some coefficient ¢;;;,(p) is different from 0. For fixed h, notice that ¢;;,(p) = 0,
foralli=1,....¢,7=1,...,mand p in ®}(U) if and only if

()
deg(el/\u-/\(Xh)p/\H-/\em) <d, foralll<y gm,pE@il(U).

This property is equivalent to
deg((Xp),) < deg(e;), for all 1 < j < m,p € @ (V).
So we have ¢;j, =0 in @1(U) for all 4,5 if and only if deg(X},) < to(U).
We write

V= ZghXh+ Z fr T

r=p+1

so that the local system (3.4.2) can be written as

i _i CUT fT + Z bzrfr+zazhgh (347)

r=p+1

where ¢;;, is defined in (3.4.3) and, for 1 <i </,

ain, = Biny,  bip = Bir, 1< h<p, p+1<r<n, (3.4.8)

where f3;; is defined in (3.4.4). We denote by B the ¢ x (n — p) matrix whose entries

are b;,, by A the £ x p whose entries are a;, and for j = 1,...,m we denote by Cj the
¢ x (n — p) matrix C; = (cijn)ie p+1en Setting
fp+1 g1
F=| 1], G=|: (3.4.9)
Jn Yo

the admissibility system (3.4.7) is given by

Z )+ BF + AG = 0. (3.4.10)
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3.4.2 Independence on the metric

Let g and ¢ be two Riemannian metrics on N and (X;) be orthonormal adapted basis

with respect to g and (Y;) with respect to g. Clearly we have

Dyy Dy Dz ... Dig
0 DQQ D23 ce DQS
D=1 0 0 Ds3 ... Dsg|,
0 0 0 .o
0 0 0 0 Dy
where D;; fori = 1,..., s are square matrices of orders n;. Let p be the integer defined in
(3.4.1), then we define Dy, = (dji)ij=1,..pr Do = (dji)ijmpr1,..n and Dpy = (dji) ;505"

h=1 r=p+1
then we set R
fp+1 gl
F = : . G =
3 i,
and F' and G as in (3.7.5).
Given I = (iy,...,4,) with i; < ... <',,, we have

Y=Y, A---NY, = Z Z djiy - i Xy Ao A X,
J1=1 Jm=1
= > NIIX A AXG, =D A X
J

J1<.<Jm



106 Submanifolds of fixed degree immersed in graded manifolds

Since the adapted change of basis preserves the degree of the m-vectors, the square

matrix A = (\;;) of order (:1) acting on the m-vector is given by

Ay A
A= (" (3.4.11)
0 A,

where Aj, and A, are square matrices of order (:,1) — ¢ and / respectively and Ay, is a
matrix of order ((:L) — 6) x (. Moreover the matrix A is invertible since both {X}

and {Y7} are basis of the vector space of m-vectors.

Remark 3.4.3. One can easily check that the inverse of A is given by the block matrix

Al (A A AA
Lo At '

Setting G = (§(X, X)) we have

G o Gh Ghv
(Ghv)t GU

) = (ATHHAT).
Thus it follows

Gy = (A AT+ (AT AL (AL AL AR ALY,
Gro = —(AH AT AR AL
G, = (A)'AL

Let A be the associated matrix
=1

Setting
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and Q = (Qh QU) = (w JT)Sjgl(’jj’gd, a straightforward computation shows

A=(Ap)* (Gh Q, Dy + Gy ADy + Gy, Y OjEj(Dh))

=1

+ (A,)" ((Ghv)t Dy, + Gy ADy, + (G’ i C]-Ej(Dh))

=1

By Remark 3.4.3 we obtain
A=(80) (A7) A7 @ D+ 3 CE(D1)
=
(A A AACT A Dh>
— (AL @Dy + 30,0y N

j=1
+ (A + AL (ALY A AL ) AD,
=A;'AD,.

First we notice that if h =1,..., p we have

(3.4.13)

Therefore, setting

. (5) h=L,.p
cff = (g(YJ, EYN.OANYRA LA Em))
deg(J)<d
and
o i () h=1,...p
Oj=<g(YJ“E1/\ S AYRA /\Em)> L g’
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by (3.4.13) we gain
CY = (A}, Gn + AL(Gr)")(CJ Dy) = 0.
Let C; be the associated matrix

~ ) h=p+1,...,n
Cj:<g(YJi,E1/\.../\YhA...AEm)> :

Setting
- ) h=p+1,...n
CjV:(g(YJ,El/\.../\Yh/\.../\Em)> ,
it is immediate to obtain the following equality
C; =(Aw)' (Gu(CJ Dhy + CJ1V D) + G C;D,)
+ (M) ((Gu)'(CY' Dhy + €'V D,) + G C; D) (3.4.14)
=A,'C;D,.

Let B be the associated matrix
B = <g(YJi,ZE1/\.../\ (E;, Y3 /\.../\Em>).
j=1
A straightforward computation shows

B =(An)' (C‘.h(Qh Dy + D, + 3 CHE,(Dy) + CHV E;(Dy))

Jj=1

+ Gu(ADy, + BD, + 3 CiE(D,) )

Jj=1

+ (8 (Ghul @ Da + 2D, + Y- CHE;(Dr) + CIVE;(Dy)
j=1

+Gy(ADy, + BD, + Y CjEj(DU)))
J=1
By Remark 3.4.3 we obtain
B=A,"ADy, +A;'BD, + > A;'C,E;(D,). (3.4.15)

=1

Finally, we have G = D,G + D, F and F = D, F.
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Proposition 3.4.4. Let g and § be two different metrics, then a vector fields V is

admissible w.r.t. g if and only if V' is admissible w.r.t. §.

Proof. We remind that an admissible vector field

V= ZngJr Z fiX

i=p+1
w.r.t. g satisfies
Z )+ BF + AG = 0. (3.4.16)
By (3.4.12), (3.4.15) and (3.4.14) we have
ZCE )+ BE+ AG = A> (Zc (DJE(F) + E;(D,)F)
N (3.4.17)
+ ADy,F + AD,G + BDUF) Z )+ BF + AG)

In the previous equation we used that G = D,G + Dy, F , F = D,F and
E;(D,)D;' + DyE;(D, ") =0,

for all j = 1,...,m, that follows by D,D, ' = I,,_,. Then the admissibility system
(3.4.16) w.r.t. g is equal to zero if and only if the admissibility system (3.4.17) w.r.t.
7 O

Remark 3.4.5. When the metric g is fixed and (X;) and (Y;) are orthonormal adapted
basis w.r.t g, the matrix D is a block diagonal matrix given by

D
p= (P ),
0 D,

where Dj, and D, are square orthogonal matrices of orders p and (n — p), respectively.
From equations (3.4.12), (3.4.15), (3.4.14) it is immediate to obtain the following
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equalities

13

D;'F,
D;'G,
LA

R

!

A

D, (3.4.18)

B=A;'BD, + ZA;lchj(Dv),

Jj=1

éj — AJICJ'DU.

3.4.3 The admissibility system with respect to the intrinsic

basis of the normal space

Let ¢ be the dimension of A% (U), and (X,,...,X,,) an orthonormal basis of simple
m-vector fields of degree grater that d. Let py be a point in M and ®(py) = po.
Let e, ..., ey, be an adapted basis of T),) M that we extend to adapted vector fields
Ey,...,E, tangent to M on U. Let vy1,...,v, be a basis of (T, M)+ that we
extend to vector fields V,,.1,...,V, normal to M on U, where we possibly reduced the
neighborhood U of py in N. Then any vector field in X(®~'(U), N) is given by

=Y VB + Y UV,
=1 h=m+1
where ¢, ..., 1, € C"(®~1(U),R). By Proposition 3.3.5 we deduce that V is admissible
if and only if V+ =371 . ¥V} is admissible. Hence we obtain that the system (3.3.3)

is equivalent to

Z > Gans(n) + S Buin =0, i=1,....1 (3.4.19)
j=1h=m+ h=m-+1
where
_ ()
Ein(B) = (1 A AR A o A ey (X)) (3.4.20)
and

Bin(P) = (€1 A A e, Vi, X))+

A AVO VLA Aem (X
+j;<el i'h ems (Xs)p) (3.4.21)

=S e A AELVAI®) A A e (X)),

Jj=1
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Definition 3.4.6. Let ¢o(U) be the integer defined in 3.4.1. Then we set k := n,, —m,,.

Assume that k > 1, and write

m—+k
= > Wt Z Y Vo,
h=m+1 r=m+k+1

and the local system (3.4.19) is equivalent to

m n m+k
SN E B+ Y Batht S amdn=0, (3.4.22)
J=1r=pt+1 r=p+1 h=m-+1
where &;;, is defined in (3.4.20) and, for 1 <i < ¢,
i =B, B =B, m+1<h<m+k m+k+1<r<n (3.4.23)

We denote by B+ the ¢ x (n — m — k) matrix whose entries are f3;,, by At the £ x k
whose entries are a;, and for every j = 1,---m by C5- the £ x (n —m — k) matrix with

entries (&in )it n Setting

-----

Utk Om+1
= : . Gt=| (3.4.24)

wn ¢m+k

the admissibility system (3.4.2) is given
Z CiEj(F") 4+ B*F" + AGH = (3.4.25)

Remark 3.4.7. We can define the matrices AT, BT, C'T with respect to the tangent
projection VT in a similar way to the matrices A+, B+, C*. First of all we notice that
the entries

() =(er A NELA A, (X2),)

ijv

fori=1,...,0and j,v = 1,...,m are all equal to zero. Therefore the matrices C'T
and BT are equal to zero. On the other hand, A" is the (¢ x m)-matrix whose entries
are given by

m

el/\ E7E](p)/\"'/\emv(XJi)p>

Jj=1



112 Submanifolds of fixed degree immersed in graded manifolds

fore=1,...,f and v = 1,..., m. Frobenius Theorem implies that the Lie brackets
|[E;, E,] are all tangent to M for j,v =1,...,m, and so all the entries of AT are equal
to zero.

3.5 Integrability of admissible vector fields

In general, given an admissible vector field V', the existence of an admissible variation
with associated variational vector field V' is not guaranteed. The next definition is a

sufficient condition to ensure the integrability of admissible vector fields.

Definition 3.5.1. Let ® : M — N be an immersion of degree d of an m-dimensional
manifold into a graded manifold endowed with a Riemannian metric g. Let ¢ =
dim(AZ (U)y) for all ¢ € N and p = n,, set in (3.4.1). When p > ¢ we say that @ is
strongly regqular at p € M if

rank(A(p)) = (.

where A is the matrix appearing in the admissibility system (3.4.10).

The rank of A is independent of the local adapted basis chosen to compute the
admissibility system (3.4.10) because of equations (3.4.18). Next we prove that strong
regularity is a sufficient condition to ensure local integrability of admissible vector
fields.

Theorem 3.5.2. Let & : M — N be a smooth immersion of an m-dimensional
manifold into an equireqular graded manifold N endowed with a Riemannian metric g.
Assume that the immersion ® of degree d is strongly reqular at p. Then there exists an
open neighborhood W; of p such every admissible vector field V with compact support

on Wp is integrable.

Proof. Let p = ®(p). First of all we consider an open neighborhood U, C N of p such
that an adapted orthonormal frame (X7, ..., X,,) is well defined. Since ® is strongly
regular at p there exist indexes hq,...,h, in {1,..., p} such that the submatrix

aip, (p) -+ ain, (D)
A(p) = : ' :
eny (D) -+ aen, (D)

is invertible. By a continuity argument there exists an open neighborhood W; C ®~*(U,,)

A

such that det(A(q)) # 0 for each ¢ € Wj.
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We can rewrite the system (3.4.10) in the form

Ihy m 9i
=AY CE(F)+BF +A| , (3.5.1)
=1
ghg ’ gip_g
where iy, ...,7,_¢ are the indexes of the columns of A that do not appear in Aand A
is the ¢ x (p — ¢) matrix given by the columns iy, ...,i,_, of A. The vectors (E;); form

an orthonormal basis of TM near p.

On the neighborhood W we define the following spaces

1. X{(Wp, N), r > 0 is the set of C” vector fields compactly supported on W taking
values in T'N.

2. AS(W177 N) = {Y € %6(Wﬁ> N) Y = Zgzl ngs}'
3. AL (Wp, N) ={Y € Ay(Wp, N) : Y = 320, gn, Xn, }-
4 A5 (W, N) = [ € A5(Wp, N) : (Y, X) = 0 X € AT (W, N}

5. Vi (W, N) = {Y € X(Wy, N) : (Y, X) = 0 VX € A5(Wy, N)}
= AS(W;E? Af)L

6. Af(Wy, N) = {>t_, [iXs 1 [ € CH(Wp)}.
Given r > 1, we set
B = Ay (W, N) x Vi (W, N),
and consider the map
G:Ex A (W, N) — E x Aj~ (W, N), (3.5.2)

defined by
G(Y1,Ys,Y3) = (Y1, Yy, F(Y1 + Yo + V3)),

where 11, is the projection in the space of m-forms with compact support in W} onto
A"(W5, N), and
FY) =1L, (dL(Y)(er) A ... AdT(Y)(em))



114 Submanifolds of fixed degree immersed in graded manifolds

where I'(Y')(p) = expg,)(Y). Observe that F(Y') = 0 if and only if the submanifold
['(Y) has degree less or equal to d. We consider on each space the corresponding || - |,

or || - ||;—1 norm, and a product norm.
Then
DG(0,0,0)(Y1, Ys,Y3) = (Y1, Y2, DF(0)(Y1 + Y2 + Y3)),

where we write in coordinates

p—L / n
}/i :Zglt X’iﬁ? }/2 :Zghz Xhla and }/3 == Z err‘
t=1 i=1 r=p+1
Following the same argument we used in Section 3.3, taking the derivative at t = 0 of
(3.3.2), we deduce that the differential DF(0)Y is given by

VA m n n P
DF(0)Y =) (Z ST o Ei(fy)+ > bufr+ > aith) X,
i=1 \ j=1r=p+1 r=p+1 h=1
Observe that DF(0)Y = 0 if and only if Y is an admissible vector field, namely Y
solves (3.5.1).

Our objective now is to prove that the map DG(0,0,0) is an isomorphism of Banach
spaces.

Indeed suppose that DG(0,0,0)(Y7,Ys,Y3) = (0,0,0). This implies that ¥; and Y5
are equal zero. By the admissible equation (3.5.1) we have that also Y3 is equal to zero,
then DG(0,0,0) is injective. Then fix (Z1, Zo, Z3), where Z; € A5 (W, N), Zy €
Vi(Wp, N), Zsy € Ay ' (W5, N) we seek Y7, Y, Ys such that DG(0,0,0)(Y7, Ys, Y3) =
(Z1, Zy, Z3). We notice that DF(0)(Y; + Yz + Y3) = Z3 is equivalent to

21 iy 9h,

A

=Y. CE{(F)+BF +A| +A| ,
=1
<0 ’ Gip—e Ghy

where with an abuse of notation we identify Zs = >, 2; X and Y'_, z; X,,. Since

A is invertible we have the following system

Ih m Jiy 1
=AY CGE(F)+BF+A| |+ : (3.5.3)
j=1

ghe gip,e Zy
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Clearly Y, = Z, fixes g;,,...,¢i,_, in (3.5.3), and Y = Z; fixes the first and second
term of the right hand side in (3.5.3). Since the right side terms are given we have
determined Y3, i.e. gn,, ..., gn,, such that Y; solves (3.5.3). Therefore DG(0,0,0) is
surjective. Thus we have proved that DG(0,0,0) is a bijection.

Let us prove now that DG(0, 0, 0) is a continuous and open map. Letting DG(0,0,0)(Y7, Y, Y3) =
(Z1, Zy, Z3), we first notice DG(0,0,0) is a continuous map since identity maps are

continuous and, by (3.5.3), there exists a constant K such that

j=1

1251 < K(Z IV Yallr—1 + [[Yallr—1 + [[Y2]lr—1 + ||Y3||r_1)
< K(IYallr + [Yillr2 + [1Y3]lr-1)-

Moreover, DG(0,0,0) is an open map since we have

Ys[lr1 < K(Z IV Za|lr1 + | Zallr—1 + | Z1][r-1 + IIZsllr—l)

j=1

< K([[Zellr + 1 20llr—1 + 11 Z5]r-1)-

This implies that DG(0,0,0) is an isomorphism of Banach spaces.

Let now us consider an admissible vector field V' with compact support on W,. We

consider the map

G:(—¢,6) x Ex SEI(W,;, N) — E x A" (W, N),

defined by

G(s,Y1,Y3,Y3) = (Y1, F(sV + Y1 + Y3 + Y2)).
The map G is continuous with respect to the product norms (on each factor we put the
natural norm, the Euclidean one on the intervals and || - ||, and || - ||,—1 in the spaces

of vectors on ®(M)). Moreover

G(0,0,0,0) = (0,0),

since ® has degree d. Denoting by Dy the differential with respect to the last three

variables of G we have that

DyG(0,0,0,0)(Y1,Ys,Y3) = DG(0,0,0)(Y1, Yz, Y3)
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is a linear isomorphism. We can apply the Implicit Function Theorem to obtain unique

maps

Yii(—ee) = Ap, (W N,
Yo: (<€) = Vi(Wp. ). (3.54)
Vs (—e,e) = Ajy (Wp, N),

such that G(s,Yi(s),Ya(s),Ys(s)) = (0,0). This implies that Yi(s) = 0, Ya(s) = 0,
Y53(0) = 0 and that
F(sV +Ys(s)) = 0.

Differentiating this formula at s = 0 we obtain
Y-
DF(0) (V + (‘933(0)> = 0.

Since V is admissible we deduce

Y3
DF(0)—=—(0) =0.
%20
Since 9%(0) = Y°i_y gn, X, where gj,, € Cj~'(W;), equation (3.5.1) implies g, = 0 for
each i = 1,..., (. Therefore it follows %(0) =0.

Hence the variation I's(p) = I'(sV + Y5(s))(p) coincides with ®(g) for s = 0 and
q € Wj, it has degree d and its variational vector fields is given by
ol 0Y;

s |~V 0=V

s=0

Moreover, supp(Y3) C supp(V'). Indeed, if ¢ ¢ supp(V), the unique vector field Y3(s),
such F(Y3(s)) = 0, is equal to 0 at q. O

Remark 3.5.3. In Proposition 3.3.5 we stressed the fact that a vector field V =
VT +V+is admissible if and only if V* is admissible. This follows from the additivity
in V of the admissibility system (3.3.3) and the admissibility of V' T. Instead of writing V'
with respect to the adapted basis (X;); we consider the basis Ey, ..., En, Vi, ..., Vi
described in Section 3.4.3.

Let At, B+, C* be the matrices defined in (3.4.23), AT be the one described in
Remark 3.4.7 and A be the matrix with respect to the basis (X;); defined in (3.4.8).
When we change only the basis for the vector field V' by (3.4.12) we obtain A = AD,.
Since AT is the null matrix and A = (AT| A1) we conclude that rank(A(p)) =
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rank(A*(p)). Furthermore ® is strongly regular at p if and only if rank(A*(p)) = ¢ < k,
where k is the integer defined in 3.4.6.

3.5.1 Some examples of strongly regular submanifolds

Example 3.5.4. Consider a hypersurface ¥ immersed in an equiregular Carnot mani-
fold (N,H), then we have that ¥ always has degree d := deg(X2) equal to d"} = Q —1,

max

see 3.2.1. Therefore the dimension ¢, defined in Section 3.4, of A% (U), is equal to
zero. Thus any compactly supported vector field V' is admissible and integrable. When
the Carnot manifold N is a contact structure (M***1 H = ker(w)), see 3.2.2, the
hypersurface ¥ has always degree equal to d2* = 2n + 1.

max

Example 3.5.5. Let (E,H) be the Carnot manifold described in Section 3.2.3 where
(r,9,0,k) € R? x S! x R = E and the distribution H is generated by

Xy = cos(6)0, +sin(0)0, + k0p, Xa = 0.

Clearly (X, ...,X4) is an adapted basis for H. Moreover the others no-trivial commu-

tators are given by

(X1, Xy] = kX, — k*X3
(X3, X4] = X1 + kX

Let 2 C R? be an open set. We consider the surface ¥ = ®(Q) where

O(z,y) = (2,y,0(x,y), k(z,y))

and such that X;(0(x,y)) = k(x,y). Therefore the deg(X) = 4 and its tangent vectors

are given by

El :Xl + Xl(/ﬁ))XQ,
EQ :X4 — X4(0)X3 + X4(/€)X2.

Let g = (-,-) be the metric that makes orthonormal the adapted basis (Xi, ..., Xy).
Since (A3(N))+ = span{X3 A X,} the only no-trivial coefficient cy,, for r = 3,4 are
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given by
<X3/\EQ,X3/\X4> == 1, and <X4/\E2,X3/\X4> :X4((9)

On the other hand cjq, = (El A Xp, X3 A Xy) =0 for each h =1,...,4, since we can
not reach the degree 5 if one of the two vector fields in the wedge has degree one.

Therefore the only equation in (3.4.2) is given by

Ey(f3)+Xa(0) Ev(fa) +i ((Xs A Xa, By A [Ea, X3] + [y, Xu] A Eo)) fr = 0. (3.5.5)

Since deg(Ey A [Fa, X3]) < 4 we have (X3 A Xy, By A[Ey, Xp]) =0 foreach h =1,...,4.
Since [uX,Y] =u[X,Y] =Y (u)X for each X, Y € X(N) and u € C*°(N) we have

[ElaXh] = [ X1, Xp] + X1(r)[ X2, Xp] — Xn(X1(K)) X2
—Xl(li)Xg —Xl(X1</€))X2 h=1
o X3 - Xg(Xl(/ﬁ)))XQ h=2
X4—X3(X1(I€))X2 h=3
—HXl - KJ2X3 — X4(X1(/€))X2 h = 4.
Thus, we deduce
—Xl(/i) h=1
. . 1 h=2
<X3 /\ X4, [ElaXh] /\ E2> -
— K2 h = 4.
Hence the equation (3.5.5) is equivalent to
Ei(fs) + Xa(0)Er(fa) = Xa (k) 1+ fa = Xa(0) fs — 57 f2 =0 (3.5.6)

Since 19(§2) = 1, we have p = ny = 2, where p is the natural number defined in (3.4.1).

In this setting the matrix C' is given by

C=(10 X40) 0),
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Then the matrices A and B are given by
A=(-Xir) 1),

B=(-Xi0) —r*).

Since rank(A(z,y)) = 1 and the matrix A(z,y), defined in the proof of Theorem 3.5.2,
is equal to 1 for each (x,y) € 2 we have that ® is strongly regular at each point (z,y)
in 2 and the open set W, ,y = €. Hence by Theorem 3.5.2 each admissible vector field
on {2 is integrable.

On the other hand we notice that k = ny — m; = 1. By the Gram-Schmidt process

an orthonormal basis with respect to the metric g is given by

1
E1 = 7(X1 + Xl(/ﬁ})X2>,

B=- (X4 — X4(0) X + ng*‘) (Xs — X1() X1)> |
Vo= (X 4 Xu(0)Xa),
Va= OZ; <(_X1(H)X1 +Xo) + X;(;)(X4(9)X3 - X4)> ;

where we set

011:\/1+X1(Ii)2, 013:\/1+X4(0)2

X, (k)2 a?ad + X, (k)2
0 = \|1+ X, (0)2 + ) _ Volad + Xiln) ,
(1+ X1(k)?) o
Since it holds
(Va A By, X5 A Xg) = =2,
Qg

<‘/4/\E2aX3 /\X4> = Oa

([B1, V3] A By, X5 A X4) = w)

(05K DIO R}

X 2
(B, Vi) A By, Xs A Xy) = =2 (1 L Kalw) ) )

[6) Oé%Oé% (0%
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then a vector field V4 = 13(z, y) Vs + ¥4(z, y) V4 normal to X is admissible if and only
if 13,94 € CF(Q) verify

a3

Bi(vs) + Xa(O)(1 = £7)

%)
Y3+ — by = 0.
Q2 103 as

That is equivalent to
X1 (1) + b hs 4 at by = 0, (3.5.7)

where X, = cos(0(z,y))0, + sin(f(z,y))d, and

L X0 - Xi(0)?)
1+ X002

X 2
CLJ_ = (]. + 42(142 ) .

ayas;

In particular, since a*(z,y) > 0 we have that rank(a’(z,y)) = 1 for all (x,y) € Q.
Along the integral curve 7/(t) = X; on § the equation (3.5.7) reads

Py(t) + b (t)s(t) + at(t)a(t) = 0,

where we set f(t) = f(y(t)) for each function f: Q — R.

3.5.2 An isolated plane in the Engel group

Definition 3.5.6. We say that an immersion ® : M — N in an equiregular graded

manifold (N, H! C ... C H*) is isolated if the only admissible variation normal to

M = ®(M) is the trivial one.
Here we provide an example of isolated surface immersed in the Engel group.

Example 3.5.7. Let N = R* and H = span{ X, X}, where
Xl = a’m; X2 = 812 + 3718333 + I3am4

and X3 = 0,, and X, = 0,,. We denote by E* the Engel group given by (R* H). Let
T : Q C R? — E* be the immersion given by

T(v,w) = (v,0,w,0).
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Since T, A T,, = X7 A X3 the degree deg(X) = 3, where ¥ = T(Q) is a plane. An
admissible vector field V = S"{_, fu X verifies the system (3.4.2) that is given by

Ofn
)+ SR XA X, X))+
) T gy KA K X) (3.5.8)

+ fr ([ X1, Xa] A X5, X)) + (X0 A [X3, X3, X)) =0,

for Xj, = X3 A Xy, Xy, = Xo A Xy and X, = X3 A Xy, Therefore (3.5.8) is equivalent
to of
4
/4 —0
s + fo
0=0
df4

 Oxy

Let K = supp(V). First of all we have g—ﬁ = 0. Since fy € C*(Q) there follows

=0.

oh __ Ph
3961 81’36951 ’

Then let (z1,x2) € K we consider the curve
YIS (1’1 +S,[L’3)

along which f, and f5 are constant. Since f; and fy are compactly supported at the
end point, (21 + s, x3) € 0K we have fy(x1 + so,z3) = fo(z1 + S0, x3) = 0. Therefore
we gain fy; = fo = 0. Therefore the admissible only vector fields f1.X; + f3X3 are
tangent to . Assume that there exists an admissible variation I'y for T, then its
associated variational vector field is admissible. However we proved that the only
admissible vector fields are tangent to X, therefore the admissible variation I'y has to
be tangent to Y and the only normal one a trivial variation, hence we conclude that
the plane X is isolated.
Moreover, we have that k& = 1 and the matrix At defined in 3.5.1 is given by

Alu,w)=1| 0
0

Since rank(A) = 1 < 3 we deduce that T is not strongly regular at any point in €.

Here we prove that X is isolated without using the admissibility system.
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Proposition 3.5.8. Let E* be the Engel group given by (R*, H), where the distribution
H is generated by
X1 = 811, XQ = (9,,:2 + xlamg + $3ax4.

Let Q C R? be a bounded open set. Then the immersion Y : Q — E* of degree 3 given

by
T(v,w) = (v,0,w,0)

1s 1solated.

Proof. An admissible normal variation I'y of T has to have the same degree of T and
has to share the same boundary YT (0Q) = 0%, where clearly ¥ = T(Q). For a fix s, we

can parametrize ['y by
d:Q—=EH @(v,w) = (v,0(v,w),w,Y(v,w)),
where ¢, 9 € C3(Q,R). Since deg(®(2)) = 3 we gain

(Dy A Dy, X1 AXy) =0
(Dy A Dy, Xo A Xy) =0 (3.5.9)
(B, A Dy, X1 A Xy) =0,

where
q)v = a1 + ¢v82 + wvall = Xl + (bv(XQ - UX3 + ’U)X4) + wv

and
D, = PO + 031,04 = Py (Xo — v X3+ wXy) + X3+ 1y

Denoting by 74 the projection over the 2-vectors of degree larger than 3, we have
7T4(q)v A q)w) :(¢w + w¢w>X1 A X4 + ¢v(¢w + w¢w)X2 A X4

— 0y + Why) X3 A Xy + (Y, + why) Xy A Xy
+ (1 — v) (P + W) Xy A X.

Therefore (3.5.9) is equivalent to

Yy + Wy =0
¢v¢w - wvgbw =0 (3510)
U(@)ww - quﬁw) - (1% + UJ%) =0.
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The second equation implies that (3.5.10) is equivalent to

ww + w¢w =0
va%ﬁw - ¢U¢’w =0 (3511)
1/}1) + w¢v = 0.

Then we notice that the first and the third equations implies the second one as it

follows

O — Yy = — QWP + WPy, = 0.

Therefore the immersion ® has degree three if and only if

ww = _wqbw

(3.5.12)
wv = _w¢v'

Only when the compatibility condition for linear system of first order is given we have

a solution of this system. However the compatibility condition is given by

O:wwv_wvw:(bv

Since ¢ € C}(Q) we obtain ¢ = 0. Therefore also 1, = 0, then 1y = 0. Hence
o="7. ]

Here we provide the generic equations for a immersed surface of degree three in the
Engel group.

Proposition 3.5.9. Let E* be the Engel group given by (R*, H), where the distribution
H is generated by
X1 = &m, X2 = 0,,:2 + Ilaxs + 1338334.

Given 0 C R? an open set, a general C' immersion ® : Q — E* has degree three if and
only if
Gu(Dy — 50°) = (¢, — D20°)
02y — 020°) = 03¢y — 92d’) (3.5.13)
¢y — 020" ) (8, — 920°) = (85, — 930" ) (8, — 029°),
where ®(u,v) = (¢ (u,v), d*(u,v), $*(u,v), ¢*(u,v)), ¢ = %ij and ¢! = %%i for each
i=1,... .4
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Proof. We recall that X3 = [X;, X5] = 0,, has degree two and Xy = [X3, Xs| = 0y,

has degree there. Therefore we have

= 0, X1 + ¢, X + (0 — $,0") X5 + (6, — $,6°) Xs

and

(I)v = ¢11;ax1 + ¢12;8:c2 + ¢33x3 + ¢36x4
= Oy X1 + 0o X + (¢ — 920" ) X5 + (¢, — 920") X

Then the 2 tangent vector to ®(2) = X is given by

@y A Py =(¢uPy — ¢>2¢1) Xi A X2+ (04(¢ — $30") — &, (85, — 9u9')) X1 A X

+(O0(0) — dh0") — OL(dy, — did")) Xa A X
+(¢(0) ¢2¢3) (0, — D2d”)) X1 A Xy
+(0n(dy — 010°) — dL(d, — $10°)) Xo A Xy
+ (05 — 600" ) (&, — 30°) — (6] — 970") (D, — 9,9°)) X3 A Xa.

When the degree of ¥ is less or equal the coefficients in front of the 2 simple vectors of
degree 4 and 5 have to be equal to zero, that is verified if and only if the system of
PDEs (3.5.13) holds. O

Here we provide some examples of surfaces of degree three that are not rigid in the

C' topology.

Example 3.5.10. Given Q C R? an open set, let ® : O — R? be the immersion
parametrized by

®(u,v) = (6" (u,v), 0*(u,v), $*(u, v), ¢*(u,v)) , (3.5.14)
¢'(u+v)
where ¢%(u, v) = Y(u+v), ¢ (u,v) = Plato) and ¢*(u,v) = ¢(u+v) for ¢, p € C*(Q)
with ¢'(u,v) # 0 for each (u,v) € Q. ® is an immersion whenever ¢! # ¢1. We notice
that
0Y(u + v)

= (u+v) = o0 o2 (u,v).

0Y(u +v)

qbi(uv U) = ou
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Then it follows

W =¢'(u+wv) = (u+ U)m = ¢2(u,v)¢*(u,v)
and
W =¢'(u+v) =1 (u+ U)m = ¢2(u,v)¢*(u,v).

Therefore the immersion solves the system (3.5.13), thus by Proposition 3.5.9. Since

the compactly supported variations
Ly(u,v) = ®(u,v) + t(g(u,v),0,0,0)

for every g € C§°(€) are all admissible, because the first component ¢! + tg is not
involved in the system (3.5.13), we have that all the immersions ® of the type (3.5.14)

are not isolated.

3.6 Intrinsic coordinates for the admissibility sys-
tem of PDEs

Let ® : M — N be a C*! immersion in a graded manifold, M = ®(M) and d = deg(M).
By Proposition 3.4.4 we realize that the admissibility of a vector field V' is independent
of the metric. Therefore we can use any metric in order to study the system. Let
p be a point in M \ My, that is an open set thanks to Corollary 1.2.5. We consider
€1, ..., ey a basis of T,M adapted to the flag (1.2.10). Then we complete this basis to

a basis of the ambient space T, N adding vy,11, ..., v, of increasing degree such that
a sorting of {ey,...,€m, Umi1,...,0,} is an adapted basis of T,N. Thus we extend
€1y Cm,Umil,---,U, to vector fields Fy, ..., En, Vinet, ..., Vi, so that their sorting

is still adapted in a neighborhood of p. Since the immersion is C*!, the vector fields
Ei, ..., E,, are Lipschitz, thus the vector fields V,,1,...,V,, are also Lipschitz. Then
we consider the metric g = (-,-) that makes Ey, ..., Ey,, Vips1, - .., V, an orthonormal
basis in a neighborhood U of p.

Letting ¢y be the integer defined in (3.4.5) given by

to(U) = max min {a : m.(p) # 0},

pelU 1<a<s
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and k := n,, — m,, the integer defined in 3.4.6. Given a generic vector field W
transversal to T'M , the only simple m-vectors of degree strictly greater than d whose
scalar product with
(4)
ExN---ANWAN---ANE,, (3.6.1)

are candidate to be different from zero are
ExAN---ANV,A---NE,

fori =m+1,...,n and deg(V;) > deg(£};). Since (V;); and (E;); have increasing
degree, we obtain deg(V;) > deg(E;) = g if and only if i = m+k+1,...,n, where k is
defined in (3.4.6). Therefore we deduce that the candidates simple m-vectors of degree

strictly greater than d whose scalar product against (3.6.1) is different from zero are

ExN---ANV,A---ANE,

fori=m+k+1,...,n and deg(V;) > deg(E;). Furthermore by Proposition 3.3.5 we
know that V' is admissible if and only if

m-+k n
VJ' = Z gth + Z frvr (362)

is admissible. Therefore putting V* in (3.3.3) we obtain

m n m-+k

Z< Yo By () DD CnaEi(gn)
=1 “r=m+k+1 h=m+1
o o (3.6.3)
+ Z bijrozfr‘ + Z dijhagh> =0,
r=m-+k+1 h=m+1

where
3 () (@)
Cijta = (EAN- - ANVEAN---NEp,Ey N--- ANV, Ao NEp)

() (@)

() (@)

bijroa = (Ex A AN[Ej ViAo o ANEp, Ex A=+~ AVi A A By,
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fort=m+1,....n,r=m+k+1,....n, h=m+1,... m+k a=1...,m,
i=m+k+1,...,nand deg(V;) > deg(E,). Then we have that ¢, is equal to 1 for
i=t>m+k, a=7jand deg(V;) > deg(E;) or equal to zero otherwise. Moreover, we
notice that a;;n, and l;ijm are different from zero only when o = j and in particular

we have
agjn = dijng = (Vi, [Ej, Va]), (3.6.4)

forh=m+1,... m+k, i=m+k+1,...,n, deg(Vi) > deg(E;) and
bijr = bijry = (Vi, [E}, Vi), (3.6.5)

fori,r=m+k+1,...,n and deg(V;) > deg(£;). Therefore V' is admissible if and

only if
n m—+k
Ei(fi) =— Z bijr fr — Z Qijh Ghs (3.6.6)
r=m-+k+1 h=m+1

fori=m-+k+1,...,n and deg(V;) > deg(E}).

Remark 3.6.1. Notice that the coefficients a;;, and b;;, defined in (3.6.4) and (3.6.5)
are defined almost everywhere. Indeed the vector fields Ey, ..., E,, Vi1, ..., V, are
Lipschitz, then thanks to [32] the Lie brackets [E;, V;] and [E},V;] for j =1,...,m,
h=m+1,....m+kandr=m+k+1,...,n are defined almost everywhere.

Example 3.6.2 (Lagrangian submanifolds). Given n > 1 we consider the Heisenberg
group H", previously described in Example 2.7.3, with its distribution H generated by
0 Y; 0 0 Z; 0 .
Xi=—+ ==, Yiza—yi—ga 1=1,...,n.

The Reeb vector fields is provided by T' = 0, = [X;,Y;] for i = 1,...,n. Let
g = (-,-) be the Riemannian metric that make (Xi,...,X,,Y1,...,Y,,T) an or-
thonormal basis. We rename the horizontal vector fields Xy,..., X,,,Y7,....,Y, with
Liyeeiy Ly Znsty -y Zop. Let £ be an open set of R™, with m < n. Here we consider
a C! immersion @ : Q — H" such M = ®(Q) is a Lagrangian submanifold. Let
Ey, ..., E, be an orthonormal local frame of T'M, then there exist Z;,, ..., Z; such
that [Z;,, Z;,] = 0 for each a, = 1,...,n and

Ej =3 a}(p)Z, for j=1,...,m, (3.6.7)

a=1
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where the matrix A = (a$ (p))5=" has full rank equal to m, for each p € Q. Therefore
a vector field V =371, ¢; Xi + gi+n Yi + f T is admissible if and only if it satisfies the

system

that is equivalent to
n
Ej(f) = - Z G?Qia-
a=1

Since rank(A(p)) = m for each p € 2 we have that M is strongly regular at each point
p € M. Thus, by Theorem 3.5.2 for each point p € () there exists a neighborhood
W5 C € such that each admissible vector field compactly support in W is integrable.
Notice that in this case in order to write the system we only need that the coefficients

aj are continuous and not Lipschitz.

Here we exhibit an example of 2D plane immersed in 6D space that admits compactly

supported admissible vector fields only in one direction.

Example 3.6.3. Let N = RS and H! = span{ X, X, X3}, where

2
X1 =0,, Xo=0,, Xs=0p +x10, + 220, + %86

and Xy = [X1, X3] = 0y, X5 = [Xo, X3] = Op, + 220, that with X, Xy, X3 generate
H2. Finally the last sub-bundle H? is obtained adding Xg = [X», X5] = 0,,. Notice
that (R®,H!) is a Carnot group whose growth vector is (3,5,6). Let  C R? be a
bounded open set. Let ® : Q € R? — RS be the immersion given by

®(v,w) = (0,u,0,v,0,0).

Since ¢, A &, = X5 A X, the degree deg(X) = 3. Let g = (-,-) be the metric that
makes Xi,...,Xs an orthonormal basis. An admissible vector field V4 = ¢, X, +
93 X3+ f5 X5+ f6X¢ normal to T'Y has to satisfies (3.6.6). In this case a straightforward

computation, based on the commutator relations, shows that (3.6.6) is equivalent to

Xo(fs) =—gs
Xo(fs) =—fs (3.6.8)
X4(f6) =0.
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Notice that we have d®(9,) = X, and d®(0,) = X4, therefore on surface we have

Afs

5 ,0) = ~gs(u,v)

%J;(S(u, v) = — f5(u,v) (3.6.9)
%{f(u, )=0

Following [52] a sufficient and necessary condition for the existence and unicity of a

solution for (3.6.9) si given by

0

a];‘r’(u, v) = 0.
If we seek for a compactly supported admissible vector fields V+, following the same
argument of Example 3.5.7, we deduce that fs = f5 = g3 = 0 on ). Hence the only
compactly supported vector field is given by V+ = g, X for each g; € C3(Q).

Remark 3.6.4. Let (N, #H) be a Carnot manifold such that H = ker(f) where 6 is a
R"~* one form. Following [50, 83] we say that an immersion ® : M — N is horizontal
when the pull-back ®*# = 0 and, given a point p € ®(M), the subspace T,M C H,is
regular if the map

V — (Lvde)‘TpM (3610)

is onto for each horizontal vector V on M. Let X be an horizontal extension of V on
N and Y be another horizontal vector field on N, then

do(X,Y) = X(0(Y)) = Y(6(X)) — 0([X,Y]) = =0([X,Y])

Assume that the local frame Ei, ..., E,, generate T,M at p then the map (3.6.10)
is given by 6([X, E;](p)), for each j = 1,...,m. In our notation the surjectivity of
this map coincides with the pointwise condition of maximal rank of the matrix (a;;p)
introduced in equation (3.6.4). Since by equation (3.4.18) the rank of A is independent
of the metric g we deduce that this regularity notion introduced by [50, 49] is equivalent

to strongly regularity at p (Definition 3.5.1) for the class of horizontal immersions.

3.7 Ruled submanifolds in graded manifolds

In this section we consider a particular type of submanifolds for which the admissibility

system reduces to a system of ODEs along the characteristic curves, that rule these
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submanifolds by determining their degree since the other adapted tangent vectors
tangent to M have highest degree equal to s.
Let (N, H',...,H?) be an equiregular graded manifold. We consider an immersion
® : M — N such that
deg(M) = (m — 1)s + 1o, (3.7.1)

where M := ®(M) and m = dim(M). Furthermore we assume ng —ng 1 = m — 1,
where n, = dim(H*) and n,_; = dim(H*!). Let p be a point of maximum degree
in M. Let ey,...,e, be a basis of T,M adapted to the flag (1.2.10). Therefore
deg(e1) = 1o and deg(e;) = s for j = 2,...,m and k = n,, — 1. Then we follow the
construction described in Section 3.6 to provide the metric g and the orthonormal basis
Ei,...,En,Vinga, ..., Vi, whose sorting is an adapted basis. Since deg(E;) > deg(V;)
foreach j =2,....mand i = m+ k + 1,...,n, the only derivative that appears in
(3.6.6) is E;. Therefore we deduce that a vector field V1, given by equation (3.6.2), is

admissible if and only if it satisfies

n m—+k
E\(fi)+ > barfr+ D aangn =0, (3.7.2)
r=m+k+1 h=m+1

fori=m+k+1,...,n and

ain(p) = (vi, [E1, Vil (0)),
and
birr(p) = (vi, [E1, V;](p))-

Given p in M each point ¢ in a local neighborhood U of p in M can be reached

using the exponential map as follows
1= oo (5)
=2

On this open neighborhood U we consider the local coordinates = = (x1, za, ..., %)
given by logarithmic map =. We set & := (x9,...,x,,). Given a relative compact open
subset 2 CC Z(U) we consider

ZOZ{$1:0}QQ
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be the (m — 1)-dimensional leaf normal to £;. Then there exists € > 0 so that the

closure of the cylinder
Qz—: = {(le'l,i') s 0<x <e, T e Eo} (373)

is contained in Z(U). Then ¥, = {(e,2) : Z € Xy} is the top of the cylinder. Since
d=(FE1) = 0., in this logarithmic coordinates the admissibility system (3.7.2) is given
by

= —B(x)F(x) — A(x)G(x), (3.7.4)
0y
where we set
Smtk+1 Im+1
F= : , G = : (3.7.5)
fn Im+k

and we denote by B the (n —m — k) square matrix whose entries are b;;,,, by A the

(n —m — k) X k matrix whose entries are a;,.

3.8 The high dimensional holonomy map for ruled

submanifolds

For general submanifolds we are not able to provide a satisfactory generalization of
the holonomy map described for curves in Section 2.4. The main difficulty is that we
do not know how to verify a priori the compatibility conditions [52, Eq. (1.4), Chapter
VI, that are necessary and sufficient conditions for the uniqueness and the existence
of a solution of the admissibility system (3.6.6) (see [52, Theorem 3.2, Chapter VIJ).
However, for ruled submanifolds the system (3.6.6) reduces to the system of ODEs
(3.7.2) along the characteristic curves. Therefore, a uniqueness and existence result
for the solution is given by the classical Cauchy-Peano Theorem, as in the case of
curves in Section 2.4. We thought it reasonable to organize this section following the
same structure of Section 2.4. The main difference is that the target space of the high
dimensional holonomy map is the Banach space of continuous functions on the foliation
perpendicular to the characteristic curves.

Let Q. be the open cylinder defined in (3.7.3) and 7%, (f) = f(0,-) and T5_(f) =
f(g,+) be the operators that evaluate functions at 1 = 0 and at z; = ¢, respectively.

Then we consider the following spaces:
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m—+k

1. 7—[0(98):{ > Vi giEC()(QE)}'

1=m+1

2. V(L) :{ znj fiVi + Ou fi € C(), fi € C(N), Te, (f:) :o}.

i=m+k

3. V(X.) is the set of compactly supported vertical vector fields in Cy(3., R*~™F)
normal to M.

Therefore the Cauchy problem allows us to define the holonomy type map
H5yp s Ho(Q2) — V(EL), (3.8.1)

in the following way: we consider a horizontal compactly supported continuous vector
m-+k
Y, = Z gVi € Ho(Sd)

l=m+1

we fix the initial condition Y,,(0,2) = 0. Then there exists a unique solution

Yo=Y [V, eVi()
r=m-+k+1

of the admissibility system (3.7.4) with initial condition Y, (0, %) = 0. Letting

Ty, : V() = V()
be the evaluating operator for vertical vectors fields at 1 = ¢ defined by Ty_(V) =
V(e,-), we define H5,(Y,) = Tx.(Y.).

Definition 3.8.1. We say that ® restricted to . is regular if the holonomy map H U

is surjective.

The following result allows the integration of the differential system (3.7.4) to

explicitly compute the holonomy map.

Proposition 3.8.2. In the above conditions, there exists a square reqular matrix
D(z1,%) of order (n — k —m) such that

Fle,#) = —D(e,3)"! /0 (DA)(r,#)G(r, #) dr, (3.8.2)

for each T € %.
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Proof. Lemma 3.8.3 below allows us to find a regular matrix D(x,2) such that
Oz, D = DB. Then equation 0,, F' = —BF — AG is equivalent to 0,,(DF) = —DAG.
Integrating between 0 and ¢, taking into account that F'(0, %) = 0 for each & € ¥, and
multiplying by D(e,2)!, we obtain (3.8.2). O

Lemma 3.8.3. Let E be an open set of R™™1. Let B(t,\) be a continuous family of
square matrices on [0,e] x E. Let D(t,\) be the solution of the Cauchy problem

0:D(t,\) = D(t, \)B(t,\) on [0,¢] x E, D(0,\) = I,

for each A € E. Then det D(t,\) # 0 for each (t,\) € [0,¢] x E.

Definition 3.8.4. We say that the matrix A(zy,2) := (DA)(z1, %) on €. defined in
Proposition 3.8.2 is linearly full R"~* if and only if for each & € %,

dim (span {Al(xl,i),...,flk(a:l,;%) V€ [0,5]}) =n—m-—k,

where A’ for i =m +1,...,m + k are the columns of A(z, #).

Lemma 3.8.5. Let L : X — Y be a linear closed operator of Banach spaces. Then L
is not surjective if and only if there exists € Y*, u # 0 such that p(y) = 0 for each
y € Range(L).

Proof. Assume that £ is not surjective, namely the subspace Range(£) = Range(L) C
Y, then by [9, Corollary 1.8] we obtain the result. Conversely by contradiction assume
that Range(£) =Y, but by assumption there exists a a dual function p # 0 such that
w(y) = 0 for each y € Y, which is absurd. m

Proposition 3.8.6. The immersion ® restricted to Q. is reqular if and only if fl(a:l, 7)

is linearly full in R"—m=F,

Proof. Assume that the holonomy map is not surjective. The representation formula
(3.8.2) allows us to deduce that the linear map H is closed, since the limit of integrals
of an uniform sequence of continuos functions converges to the integral of the uniform
limit of the sequence. Since the dual of the space of compactly supported continuous
functions is the space of Radon measures (see [34, Chapter 7]), by Lemma 3.8.5 there

exists a Radon measure p # 0 and a continuous row vector I'(Z) such that

0=Tu(F,-) = —u (F(:%)D(s,:i")‘l /0 (DA)(r, #)G(r, ) dT)

_ _/08 /Eof‘(j')(DA)(T,i)G(T,:f) du(2)dr
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where ' = ['(2)D(g,2)™" # 0. As this formula holds for any G(t,2), we have

I'(2)A(t,2) = 0 for all ¢ € [a,b] and p-a.e. in &. Since the supp(p) # 0 there

exists Ty € supp(u) such that I'(29)A(t, Z9) = 0, then their columns are contained
in the hyperplane of R*~™~* determined by I'(Z;). Hence we deduce that A is not
linearly full.

Conversely, assume that A is not linearly full. Then there exist a point £, € X
and a row vector with (n —m — k) coordinates I # 0 such that TA(x, &) = 0 for all

xy € [0,¢]. Then, denoting by dz,(¢) = ©(Zg) the delta distribution, we have
o5, (D(e, ) F(e, ) = —/ D(DA)(r, 20)G(r, &) dr = 0
0

Since the Radon measure d;, annihilates the image of the holonomy map by Lemma

3.8.5 we conclude that the holonomy map is not surjective. O
The following result provides a useful characterization of non-regularity

Theorem 3.8.7. The immersion ® restricted to Q. is non-reqular if and only if there
exist a point Ty € Xy and a row vector field A(x1, %) # 0 for all x; € [0,¢] that solves
the following system

3:);1/\(1101@0) = A(l’h fo)B(Ila fo)

(3.8.3)
A(a:l, i’o)A(.Tl, i’o) = 0.

Proof. Assume that ® restricted to €. is non-regular, then by Proposition 3.8.6 there

exist a point Ty € ¥y and a row vector I' # 0 such that
FD([Eh i’o)A(I‘l, JAIQ) = O
for all z, € [0,¢], where D(z1, &) solves

8, D = DB

(3.8.4)
D(OajO) = In—m—k-

Since I' is a constant vector and D(z1,Z) is a regular matrix by Lemma 3.8.3 |
A(z1,29) := T'D(x1, &) solves the system (3.8.3) and A(z1, o) # 0 for all z; € [0, ].
Conversely, any solution of the system (3.8.3) is given by

A(zy, &0) = T'D(xy, Zy),
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where I' = A(0,20) # 0 and D(z1,%o) solves the equation (3.8.4). Indeed, let us

consider a general solution A(t,Zg) of (3.8.3). If we set
U; (1) = A(t, o) — T'D(t, %),
where I' = A(0, Zg) # 0 and D(t, &) solves the equation (3.8.4), then we deduce

B4, (1) = Wu () B(L, o)
U;,(0) = 0.

Clearly the unique solution of this system is W; (t) = 0. Hence we conclude that
TA(2y, %) = 0. Thus A(z, %) is not fully linear and by Proposition 3.8.6 we are
done. O

3.9 Integrability of admissible vector fields for a

ruled regular submanifold

Since for ruled submanifolds we have the notion of regularity given by high dimensional
holonomy map, in this section we deduce a deformability global result (Theorem 3.9.5)
for immersed submanifolds in analogy with Theorem 2.5.4. Indeed the regularity
assumption, that comes from a solution of a system of ODEs, allows us to produce
admissible variations of the original immersion compactly supported in an arbitrary set.
This result is sharper than the one obtained for general submanifolds (Theorem 3.5.2),
where we provide only variations of the original immersion compactly supported in an
open neighborhood of the strongly regular point.

Let (N, H', ..., H?*) be an equiregular graded manifold. We consider a m-dimensional
immersion ® : M — N such that ny — n,_; = m — 1. Furthermore we assume that
deg(M) = (m —1)s + ¢p and

s—3<p<s—1 (3.9.1)

Remark 3.9.1. Since ny — ns_1 = m — 1 and the condition (3.9.1) holds we have that
the only simple m-vectors of degree strictly grater than deg(M) are

ViNEsN---NE,

fore =m+k+1,...,n. When (y = s — 1 the submanifold has maximum degree

therefore all vector fields are admissible, thus there are no singular submanifold.
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Keeping the previous notation we now consider the following spaces

m+k B
1. H(Z) = {YH = Y gVi: g €C(), T () :0} where the norm is
i=m+1
given by
[Yalloo := _ max  sup |g;]
1=m-+1,..., m zeQe

2. VI(EO) = {Yv = Z fiVi @ Oufi € C(Qe)afi € C(Qa)7TZO(fi) = 0} , where
i=m+k
the norm is given by

1Yol = i max (sup |fi| + sup |0y, fil)

""" n €N, €N,

3. A(Xp) is the set of elements given by

n

Z Zl'(ill'l,...,l'm>v;/\E2/\"'/\Em
i=m+k+1

where z; € C(€.) vanishing on X.

We denote by I1; the orthogonal projection over the space A(Xg), that is the bundle
over the vector space of simple m-vectors of degree strictly grater than d, thanks to
Remark 3.9.1. Then we set

G H(Z0) x V) — H(Z0) x A(X), (3.9.2)

defined by
G(Y1,Y2) = (Y1, F(Y1 + Y2)),

where

FY) =TI, (dU(Y)(e1) A... ANdT(Y)(em)),

and I'(Y)(p) = expg,)(Yp). Observe that now F(Y') = 0 implies that the degree of the
variation I'(Y) is less than or equal to d. Then

DG(0,0)(Y1,Y2) = (Y1, DF(0)(Y1 + Y2)),
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where DF(0)Y is given by

n af1<$) n m-+k
DF)Y = > ( 5+ > binfr+ Y aﬂhgh)mAEQA---AEm.
i=m-+k+1 1 r=m-k h=m++1

Observe that DF(0)Y = 0 if and only if ¥ is an admissible vector field, namely Y
solves (3.7.4).
Our objective now is to prove that the map DG(0,0) is an isomorphism of Banach

spaces. To show this, we shall need the following result.
Proposition 3.9.2. The differential DG(0,0) is an isomorphism of Banach spaces.

Proof. We first observe that DG (0, 0) is injective, since DG(0,0)(Y7, Y2) = (0,0) implies
that Y7 = 0 and that the vertical vector field Y; satisfies the compatibility equations
with initial condition Y3(0, %) = 0 for each & € ¥y. Hence Y5 = 0. The map DG(0,0)
is continuous. Indeed, if for instance we consider the 1-norm on the product space we

have

IDG(0,0)(Y, Yo)[| = [|(Ye, DF(0)(Y1 + Y2))|
< [Willoo + [IDF(0) (Y1 + Y2)) [l
< (14 [[(anij)llse) Y1 lloo + (1 + [ (brij) oo ) [[Ya]1-

To show that DG(0,0) is surjective, we take (Y7, Y5) in the image, and we find a
vector field Y on Q. such that Yy =Y, DF(0)(Y) = Y5 and Y,(0,2) = 0. The map
DG(0,0) is open because of the estimate (3.9.3) given in Lemma 3.9.3 below. O

Lemma 3.9.3. In the above conditions, assume that DF(0)(Y) = Y2 and Y, =Y and
Y (a) = 0. Then there exists a constant K such that

1Yoll1 < K([[Yalloo + [[Yilloo) (3.9.3)
Proof. We write
m-+k n n
Vi= Y Vb, Ya= > zViNEsA---AE, and Y,= > [V,
h=m+1 i=k+1 r=k+1

Then Y, is a solution of the ODE (3.7.4) given by

Op  F(21,2) = =B(x)F(21,2) + Z(21,2) — A(x)G(x1,2) (3.9.4)
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where B(x), A(x) are defined after (3.7.5), ', G are defined in (3.7.5) and we set

Zm4k+1
7z = :

Zn

Since Y,(0,2) = 0 an Y, solves (3.9.4) in (0,¢), by Lemma 3.9.4 there exists a constant
K such that

i (3.9.5)

IYolli = [[Fll < K[ Z(2) — Az) G(2)]|
< K([[Ya]loo + Y1 ]loo)-

where K = K max{1, || A(z)||o}. O

Lemma 3.9.4. Let E be an open set of R™™1. Let u: [0,¢] x E — R? be the solution

of the inhomogeneous problem

W) = At Au(t, A) + et, V), (3.9.6)

where A(t,\) is a d x d continuous matriz on [0,e] x E and c(t, \) a continuous vector
field on [0,¢] x E. We denote by u' the partial derivative Oyu . Then, there ezists a
constant K such that

lully = el + 1o < K (el + o)) (3.9.7)
Proof. We start from the case r = 1. By [52, Lemma 4.1] it follows
u(t,\) < (\UO(A)| + /Ot (s, )\)|ds> el Jo 1A= lasl

for each A € E and where the norm of A is given by sup|,_; |A z|. Therefore we have

sup sup |u(t, A)| < Ci(sup sup |c(t, N)| + sup |ug(A)]), (3.9.8)
te[0,e] \eE te0,e] \eE AeE

where we set
O = £¢°S"Prel0,c] SUPreE AEMI
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Since u is a solution of (3.9.6) it follows

sup sup |[u'(t, \)| < sup sup ||A(t, \)]| sup sup |u(t, \)| + sup sup |e(t, )

te[0,e] AeE te[0,e] AeE tel0,e] AeE tel0,e] AeE (3‘9‘9)
< (Cy+ 1) sup sup\ (t, M-
te(0,e]
Hence by (3.9.8) and (3.9.9) we obtain
lully < K(llelloe + [[uollso)- O

Finally, we use the previous constructions to give a criterion for the integrability of

admissible vector fields along a horizontal curve.

Theorem 3.9.5. Let & : M — N be an immersion into an equireqular graded manifold
(N,H', ..., H?) such as condition such that deg(M) = (m—1)s+1y, where m = dim (M)
and s —3 <19 <s—1. Let Q. = {(21,2) : 0<xy <e, T €Xg}. Assume that @ is
regular on the compact Q.. Then every admissible vector field with compact support in

Q. is integrable.

Proof. 1f 1o = s—1 all vector fields are admissible, then all immersions are automatically
regular. Each vector field is integrable for instance by the exponential map.

Let now s — 3 < 19 < s — 2. Let us take V vector field on Q. and {V?}2, vector
fields equi-bounded in the supremum norm on Q.. Let I'(R) the space of summable

sequences. We consider the map
G: [(—e,8) x I'(R)] x H(3) x V(o) = H(To) x A(),

given by
G((s,(5:), Y1 o)) = (Yo, F(sV + 3 s,V + Vi + Ya)).

i=1
The map G is continuous with respect to the product norms (on each factor we put

the natural norm, the Euclidean one on the interval, the [* norm and || - ||o and || - ||1

in the spaces of vectors on 2). Moreover

G(0,0,0,0) = (0,0),
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since the curve 7 is horizontal. Denoting by Dy the differential with respect to the

last two variables of G we have that
Dy§G(0,0,0,0)(Y3,Y2) = DG(0,0) (Y1, Y2)
is a linear isomorphism. We can apply the Implicit Function Theorem to obtain maps
Yy (—g,8) x IMe) = H(Zg), Ya:(—¢g,8)x1'(e) = V'(Z0),

such that G(s, (s;), (Y1) (s, 5i), (Y2)(s,5:)) = (0,0). We denote by I'(¢) the ball of radio
e in Banach space [*(R). This implies that (Y;)(s, (s;)) = 0 and that

F(sV +> sV +Ya(s,s;)) = 0.

i=1

Hence the submanifolds
L(sV + Z s; Vi Ya(s, 8;))

have degree equal to or less than d.
Now we assume that V' is an admissible vector field compactly supported on €2,
and that V* are admissible vector fields such that V' vanishing on 3. Then the vector

field aY: oY
2 2

on €. are vertical and admissible. Since they vanish at (0, ), they are identically 0.
Since the holonomy map is surjective we choose {V*}22, on €. such that {Ts_(V})}ien

is a normalized Schauder basis for V(X.). Then we consider the map
P (—e,e) x I*e) = Co(Xe, N)

given by
(s,(s:)) — T(sV 4+ Z s; V4 Ya(s, 8:)) s,
i=1

where Cy(X., N) is the Banach manifold based on Cy(X., R™). Notice that

aP(0,0)

832' EE(V ) e (‘/'U>7
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which is invertible since the holonomy map is surjective and

9P(0,0)

s =Ts (V) =0,

since V' is compactly supported in €2.. Hence we can apply the Implicit Function
Theorem to conclude that there exist ¢’ < ¢ and a family of smooth functions s;(s),
with 32, [si(s)| < e for all s € (—¢’,€’), so that

3V+Zsl W4 Ya(s, 5i(s)))

take the value ®(p) for almost each p € X.. Since the vector fields {V*}5°, are equi-
bounded in the supremum norm on ., the series 3, s;(s)V" is absolutely convergent
on Q..

Clearly, we have

P(s, (si(5)))(p) = ©(p),

for almost each p € ¥.. Differentiating with respect to s at s = 0 we obtain

0P(0,0) 0P(0,0) ,
0s + Z 0s; 5i(0) =0.

Therefore s;(0) = 0 for each i € N. Thus, the variational vector field to I is

Fés) =V +> s(0)V + @ (0,0) ay? =V (3.9.10)
S

s=0 1 D

3.10 First variation formula for submanifolds

In this section we shall compute a first variation formula for the area A4 of a submanifold
of degree d. We shall give some definitions first. Assume that ® : M — N is an
immersion of a smooth m-dimensional manifold into an n-dimensional equiregular
graded manifold endowed with a Riemannian metric g. Let p = ®*¢. Fix p € M and
let p = ®(p). Take a p-orthonormal basis (€1, ...,&y,) in T,M and define ¢; := d®;(¢;)
for i =1,...,m. Then the degree d area density O is defined by

1/2
Op):=|le1 AN... New)d| = ( Y (et A Nem, (Xj>p>2> : (3.10.1)

(X5)=d
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where (X1,...,X,) is an orthonormal adapted basis of TN. Then we have
Ay(M) = [ Op)dn(p).
Letting My be the singular set defined in (1.2.9) we set
My := & (Mp). (3.10.2)

Assume now that V € X(M, N), then we set

m

(divE V)B) = (et A AVGV A A em, (61 Ao Aew)a). (3.10.3)

i=1
Finally, define the linear function f by

FV) = S (et A Aem, Vi, X0 et Ao A em, (X)) (3.10.4)

deg(Xs)=d
Then we have the following result

Theorem 3.10.1. Let ® : M — N be an immersion of degree d of a smooth m-
dimensional manifold into an equireqular graded manifold equipped with a Riemannian
metric g. Assume that there exists an admissible variation T : M x (—¢,&) — N with

associated variational field V. compactly supported on M ~. My. Then

d

dt

ML) = [ (V)0 + 1) du). (3105)

t=0

Proof. Fix a point p € M. Clearly, &(t,p) = dlga(€:), i =1,...,m, are vector fields
along the curve t — I'(p, t). Therefore, the first variation is given by

il ACO = [ G &0 A A S0, liup)
d 3

( 2 <51(t)/\.../\5m(t)7XJ>2> 4u(p)

WMo At o \ geg(x7)=d
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The derivative of the last integrand is given by

1
<€1/\.../\€m,(XJ) > X
[CR deg(%):d P
X ((el/\.../\em,vaXJ>+Z<el/\.../\VeiV/\.../\em,(XJ)p>).
i=1
Using (3.10.3) and (3.10.4) we obtain (3.10.5). O

Remark 3.10.2. Let us denote by (F1, ..., E,,) a local frame for the tangent space
d®(T M) such that E;(p) = e; for i = 1,...,m. Notice that

f(Vp)

(El/\.../\Em)d>
— =(e1 ... Nep, Vy, . 3.10.6
o) ~ o (Er v e (3100
Indeed, since we have
(BN o AEn)a= > (EiA...ANE,, X)Xy,
deg(Xj)=d

we get

V( 1 )_ > (ex Ao A, X)Vo((BL A A B, X))

PA\IBLA ... NEy)d dep(X)=d l(er Ao Aem)al? ’

and so we have that Vy, (

is equal to

1
5 (deg(xz;):dvp(wl Ao A B X)) (X)y +{er Ao A, <XJ>p>vvaJ)

1
V. N...Nen)d-
N p<|(E1/\.../\Em)d|> (€1 ém)a

Multiplying by e; A ... A e, and taking into account the above computations we get
(3.10.6).

Definition 3.10.3. Let ® : M — N be an immersion of degree d of a smooth m-
dimensional manifold into an equiregular graded manifold equipped with a Riemannian
metric g. We say that ® is Ag-stationary, or simply stationary, if it is a critical point

of the area A, for any admissible variation.
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Proposition 3.10.4. Let ® : M — N be an immersion of degree d of a smooth m-
dimensional manifold into an equireqular graded manifold equipped with a Riemannian
metric g. Let T'y be admissible variation whose variational field V = VT is compactly

supported and tangent to M = ®(M). Then we have

d _
o t:OAd(Ft(M)) — 0.

Proof. We consider the d area m-form wy defined in (3.1.6). Therefore, we have
vad = Zvde + dvad,

where 1y, is the interior product in M, Ly is the Lie derivative in M and d denotes the
exterior derivative in M. Since wy is a top-dimensional form in M we have dwy, = 0.
Thus, it follows

Ev Wq = d (szd)
=3 (=)W, (szd(wl, W Wm)) +
=1
+

S (=) apwa (Wi, Wi, Wiy oo, Wiy Wy o, W)
1<j
(i)

Wi (wd(Wl, Voo Wm)> (3.10.7)

I
3 1[M]3

(E1 A ... ANEp)d
[(Ex Ao A Ep)dl

(EyAN...NEp)g
\(El/\.../\Em)d\>>’

(Wi A AV VA AW,

7

Il
—

+<W1/\.../\Wm,V1/<

where W1, ..., W, are vector fields that at each point ¢ € M provide a basis of T,,M
and (Fi,...,E,) is an orthonormal basis of vector field such that E;(p) = e; for
1 =1,...,m. Choosing V; equal to E; for i = 1,...,m and evaluating the pullback of
(3.10.7) at p and by Remark 3.10.2 we obtain

b

d ((I)*(vad))(p) = @(}5)

(v V)(@) + f(V5))-
By the Stokes Theorem we have

1, i ) *
/M 80 ((divi, V)(B) + £(V;))dpu(p) = /8 @ (aywa) =0,
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since V is compactly supported in M. O

Remark 3.10.5. An alternative proof of Proposition 3.10.4 is the following: since
I'\(M) C ®(M) for all ¢, the vector field V,, = d®,"(V}) is tangent to M and we have

d
dt|,_,

Ag(M) = /M<x7(@> + Odivy, V) du = /M div (OV) dp = 0.

Lemma 3.10.6. Let f,g € C°(M) and X be a tangential vector field in C°(M,TM).
Then there holds,

(i) fdivar(X) + X(f) = diva(fX),
(i) gX(f) = divar(fgX) — gf divar (X) = fX(g).

Proof. By the definition of divergence we obtain (i) as follows

m

diva(fX) =D (Ve (fX),€5) iel X e) + f(Ve, (X)), €).

i=1

To deduce (ii) we apply twice (i) as follows

divar (9 X) — [X(g) = gdivas(fX) = gX(f) + gf divas(X). =

Theorem 3.10.7. Let ® : M — N be an immersion of degree d of a smooth m-
dimensional manifold into an equiregular graded manifold equipped with a Riemannian
metric g. Assume that there exists an admissible variation ' : M x (—¢,¢) — N with

associated variational field V compactly supported on M ~. My. Then

d _
S Adm () = [ (V. Had, (3.10.8)
=0 M~ My
where Hy is the vector field
j=m+1i=1
LR (EYN...NEp)a
ExN...ANVEgN:N...\NE,, N; .10.
+j%:+1z’ 1< ' B ’(El/\ '-/\Em)d|> ! (3109)
(

+ 2
j=m+1
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In this formula, (E;); is a local orthonormal basis of TM and (N;); a local orthonormal

basis of TM*. The functions &; are given by

(G

=

). (3.10.10)

Proof. Since our computations are local and immersions are local embeddings, we shall
identify locally M and M to simplify the notation.

We decompose V = VT + V4 in its tangential VT and perpendicular V+ parts.
Since divﬁ\lyf and the functional f defined in (3.10.4) are additive, we use the first
variation formula (3.10.5) and Proposition 3.10.4 to obtain

d
dt|,_,

AdTD) = [ o (A VI P) + A7) du(p).

it O(p)

To compute this integrand we consider a local orthonormal basis (E;); in TM
around p and a local orthonormal basis (N;); of TM+ with (N;);. We have

n

Vi= 3" (V,N;)N;.

j=m+1
We compute first
dlvMVl o 1 (Ex A A En)a
AV V-NAN...NE,,

g P [(Ey A ../\Em)d|>

as (B E,)
m n VANRVANY e P
By Ao A (VE(V,NIN AL A By —— :
;]:Z ! ( 5 (Vs ) J> I(Ey A ../\Em)d\>

that it is equal to

£ & (s e, 2B
o A (3.10.11)
(EyN ... NEp)a

(B Ao A Ep)dl

()
+(V,N;)(EAN...AVEN; Ao AN Ey, >>.

The group of summands in the second line of (3.10.11) is equal to (V, Hy), where

m. n (i)
Z Z (Ey AN ...AVg,N;N...N\Ep,
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To treat the group of summands in the first line of (3.10.11) we use (ii) in Lemma 3.10.6.
recalling (3.10.10) we have

E((V. ;))& = divar (V. N;)&G Ei) — (Vidivay (65F:) V),

so that applying the Divergence Theorem we have that the integral in M of the first

group of summands in (3.10.11) is equal to

o (ViHdn,

M~ Moy

where

H1 = —f: zn: leM (fl]EON]

i=1 j=m+1

We treat finally the summand

% " N;
f(@ ) - Z <V7Nj>f( j) = <V7H3>7
i=m+1
where RN
H3 — Z @J N]
j=m+1
This implies the result since Hy; = H; + Hy + Hs. O

In the following result we obtain a slightly different expression for the mean
curvature Hy in terms of Lie brackets. This expression is sometimes more suitable for

computations.

Corollary 3.10.8. Let ® : M — N be an immersion of degree d of a smooth m-
dimensional manifold into an equireqular graded manifold equipped with a Riemannian
metric g, M = ®(M). We consider an extension (F;); of a local orthonormal basis of
TM and respectively an extension (N;); of a local orthonormal basis of TM* to an

open neighborhood of N. Then the vector field Hy defined in (3.10.9) is equal to

n

j=m-+1 i=1

= (3.10.12)
+N;(O)+> D, fik([Ean]’Nﬁ)Nj’

i=1 k=m+1

where &; is defined in (3.10.10).
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Proof. Keeping the notation used in the proof of Theorem 3.10.7 we consider

ANV N;AN...NE,, N;.
;:%: Bt |(E1/\.../\173,,1)d|> ’
Writing
v=1 k=m+1
we gain
Pl i=1 k=m-+1

Let us consider

f: > ((El/\...AEm,ijXJ><E1/\"'/\Em’Xﬁ)

N, (3.10.14)
j=mt1 deg(X y)=d (ExA...NEn)al )

Since the Levi-Civita connection preserves the metric, we have

(BAN. . NEy, Vi, Xg) = Nj((EAA. . AEn, X5))—(Vn, (E1A- - AEy), X ). (3.10.15)

Putting the first term of the right hand side of (3.10.15) in (3.10.14) we obtain

EiA...ANE,, X
3> Nj(<E1/\.../\Em,XJ>)< ! /) — N;(©).
deg(X,)=d [(Ex Ao A Bl

On the other hand writing

VN,Ei =Y (VNELE)E, + > (Vn,Ei, Np) Ny
v=1 k=m+1
we deduce
m (4) EiN...NE,,, X
3 <E1A.../\VN]E¢/\.../\Em,XJ>< L 7
=1 deg(Xy)=d

(B Ao A Ep)dl
:i zn: (Vn, Eiy Ni)ig-
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Therefore we obtain

n

Hy= ) (Nj(@)_i Zn: Vi, Ei, N 5@’4)

j=m+1 i=1 k=m+1

Since the Levi-Civita connection is torsion-free we have

HyrHy= 3 (diva(N) 0+ N©)+ Y Y &llFNi) M),
j=m+1 i=1 k=m-+1
Since divy (N;) © = divy (O N;) we conclude that Hy = Hy + Hy + Hj is equal to
(3.10.12). O

3.10.1 First variation formula for strongly regular submani-
folds

Definition 3.10.9. Let ® : M — N be a strongly regular immersion (see § 3.5) at
Dy Uma1, - --,Up be an orthonormal adapted basis of the normal bundle and & be the
integer defined in 3.4.6. Let N,,.1,..., N, be a local adapted frame of the normal
bundle so that (N;), = v;. By Remark 3.5.3 the immersion @ is strongly regular at p
if and only if rank(A*) = ¢. Then there exists a partition of {m + 1,...,m + k} into
sub-indices hy < ... < hy and i1 < ... < ;4 k_¢ such that the matrix

a1, (p) -+ oan, (D)
At(p) = : : (3.10.16)

af}u(ﬁ) O‘Ule(p)

is invertible. The mean curvature vector of degree d out of the singular set M, defined

in Theorem 3.10.7 is given by

S HIN;.

j=m+1
Then we decompose H, into the following three components

t t . t

H) HY
HY = : , Hi=| : |, and HY= ; (3.10.17)
Hg Hcfllz H;erkfe

m~+k+1
Hd

with respect to Nyi1,..., Np.
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Theorem 3.10.10. Let & : M — N be a strongly reqular immersion at p in a graded
manifold. Then ® is a critical point of the Ay area functional if and only if the

immersion ® verifies

HY, — Hi(AH) 1AL =0, (3.10.18)

and .
Hj — Hj(AY) "Bt =Y By (H) (AM) !¢ ) =0, (3.10.19)

j=1

on the open set Wy C M ~. My introduced in Theorem 3.5.2 and where E% is the adjoint
operator of E; for j =1,...,m and HY, HY and HY, are defined in (3.10.17), B+, C’jl
in 3.4.5, At in (3.10.16) and A* is the £ x (m + k — £) matriz given by the columns

; €
Uy eoo s tmtk—t OfA :

Proof. Since ® : M — N is a normal strongly regular immersion then by Theorem 3.5.2

each normal admissible vector field

m—+k n
V= Z ¢i N; + Z Yy N;.
i=m-+1 r=m-+k+1

is integrable. Keeping in mind the sub-indices in Definition 3.10.9, we set

wm+k+1 ¢h1 ¢i1
U = : , I=| : and YT = : i (3.10.20)

wn ¢hg ¢’im+k_e

Since the immersion ® : M — N is strongly regular, the admissibility condition (3.4.25)

for V+ is equivalent to

I = —(AL)1<ZOJ+ E; (D) +BW+[HT>. (3.10.21)
j=1
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By Theorem 3.10.7 the first variational formula is given by

d
dt|,_,

AdTu(3) = [ (V- H)

:/_ HY W+ H, T + HAD

_/ HY 0 + HY Y — HY (A (ZCL +Bi\1/+[1¢r>
= / (Hg-HZ(fH)*ZH)TJr
M
+ /M (Hg _HIAYH) B - > 5 <Hg (AL)lcj»qf
]:

for every U € C5°(Wp, R"™7%), T € C5°(W;, R¥Y). By the arbitrariness of ¥ and 7,
the immersion ® is a critical point of the area A, if and only if it satisfies equations

(3.10.18) and (3.10.19) on Wj. 0

Example 3.10.11 (First variation for a hypersurface in a contact manifold). Let
(M?* 1 w) be a contact manifold such that H = ker(w), see § 3.2.2. Let T be the
Reeb vector associated to this contact geometry and g the Riemannian metric on M
that extends a given metric on ‘H and makes 7' orthonormal to H. Let V be the
Riemannian connection associated to g.

Let us consider a C? hypersurface ¥ immersed in M. As we showed in § 3.2.2, the
degree of ¥ is maximum and equal to 2n + 1, thus each compactly supported vector
field V on ¥ is admissible. Following § 3.2.2, we consider the unit normal N to ¥ and

its horizontal projection N, namely
N = N, + (N, T)T.

As in § 3.2.2, we consider the vector fields

N
vh=o, S =(N.T)v, — [N,|T.
| N
Let ey, ..., e2,—1 be an orthonormal basis of 7~ N H,. Letting es, = S,, we have that
ei,. .., e, is an orthonormal basis of T),. Since

(61 VAP e2n)2n+1 = —|Nh| €1 VAP €Coan—1 A Tp,



152 Submanifolds of fixed degree immersed in graded manifolds
we have (1 A Aew)
a o [ Con)ont ] =—e1 N...Neayp_1 N\ Tp.
|<€1 VANPRAY egn)2n+1|

Since ¥ has codimension one, N is the only normal vector. Therefore, by the definition

of mean curvature Hy provided in (3.10.12), there follows

2n
H,; = —divy (!Nh|N — Zfi,QnHEi)

i=1
where, for7 =1, ...,

(@)

—(e1 AN...ANA L.

Notice that NNV is orthogonal to T,%, thus we have §; 9,11 =0 foralli =1,...
—(N,T). Thus

Moreover, we have £, 9,41 =

2n

|Np|N — Zfi,anEz’ =

i=1

A€2n,61/\..

2n

— N(’NhD -+ Zfz‘,2n+1<[N7 Ei]7N>7

i=1

2n, the function &; 2,41 is given by

AN €Coan—1 A T>

,2n — 1.

Now given X, Y vector fields on M, we define the tensor

o(X,Y) =

Therefore, we have

Z vE th

-
Z Eljha

= <inVh7

leE Vh

)
3
—

@
Il
—

Since S =
|Nnlo (S, vn) =

Therefore we deduce

2n—1
divg(v,) =
i=1

INo "' ((N, TN — T) and (V1T, ) =

(N, T)o(N,vp) +

Z (Vgvn, E;) + (N, TYo(N,vy) + (T, [T, vs]).

(VxT,Y).

+ (Vg 1, S)

— [Nu|(Vs v, T)

E;) + |Nplo (S, vn).

(T, [T, vy)) we get

(T, [T, vp)).

(3.10.22)
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On the other hand, we have

—N([Nu)={N, T){[N, 5], N) =
—N(|Na|
—N ([Nl
=N ([N
—N(|Na|

) — (N, T)(VxS — VsN, N)

) = (N, T){(VNS,N) (3.10.23)
) + (N, T)(S, VN N)

)+ (1= [Nul*){vh, VaN) — (N, T)|N, (T, VxN).

It can be easily proved, adapting the proof given by Ritoré and Rosales in [89, Lemma
4.2] to this more general setting, that the following relation holds

(U, VNN) = N(|Nn|) + (N, T)(VNT, vn). (3.10.24)

Using (3.10.24) we deduce

(3.10.23) = (N, T)(VNT, vn) = [Na|*(vn, VaN) = (N, T) [N, (T, VN N)
= <N’ T><VNT7 Vh> - |Nh| (<|Nh|yhavNN> - <N7 T>|Nh|<T’ VNN>)
= (N, T)(VNT,vp) — [Np| ((N,VNN))
= (N, T)o(N,vy)
Hence, we obtain
H,=— ; (Ve E;) — (N, T)o(N,vy) — (T, [T,v]) + (N, T)o (N, vp) (3.10.25)

= — dng(Vh) + <[Vh7T]7T>7

out from the singular set My. When ([vy,, T],T) = 0 we obtain well known horizontal
divergence of the horizontal normal. This definition of mean curvature for an immersed
hypersurface was first given by S.Pauls [84] for graphs over the z, y-plane in H', later
extended by J.-H. Cheng, J.-F. Hwang, A. Malchiodi and P. Yang in [18] in a 3-
dimensional pseudo-hermitian manifold. In a more general setting this formula was
deduced in [53, 28]. For more details see also [41, 13, 95, 40, 92, 89].

Example 3.10.12 (First variation for ruled surfaces in an Engel Structure). Here we

compute the mean curvature equation for the surface ¥ C E of degree 4 introduced in
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Section 3.2.3. In (3.2.16) we determined the tangent adapted basis

By = cos(0)®, +sin(0)®, = X + X, (k) Xy,
Ey = —sin(0)®, + cos(0)®, = X4 — X4(0) X3 + X4(r) X,

A basis for the space (T'M)* is given by

N3 = X4(0) X4 + X3
N4 = Xl(li)Xl - X2 + X4(I£)X4

By the Gram—Schmidt process we obtain an orthonormal basis with respect to the

metric g as follows

&ﬂgzidﬁMW&%

E, = ; <X4 — X4(0) X3 + )%gi)(Xz - Xl(/‘é)Xl)>

Ny = (X5 + Xa(0)X0)

Ny = aa; ((—Xl(’i)Xl + Xy) + X;(;@ (Xa(0) X5 — X4)>

where we set

o = \/1+X1(f€)2, Q3 — \/1+X4(8)2

Xy(k)2  \JoRod+ Xu(k)?
= |14+ X4(0)* + =
" \l @ (1+ Xi(x)?) a
and )
Nh = —Xl(H)Xl + XQ, Vp = ;(—X1(5>X1 + XQ)
1

Since the degree of X is equal to 4 we deduce that

(E1 N E2)4 =

(Xl N X4 + Xl(lf)X2 A X4)a
Q10

then it follows |(Ey A Ey)4| = a5 and

EyANE 1
|Mﬁ£ﬁ:mmMm+xm&A&>
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A straightforward computation shows that &;3 for i = 1,2 defined in (3.10.12) are given
by

(E1 A Es)y
= (N3 A FEs, 0,
(Ey A Es)a X4(0)
= (K /\N, = )
§23 ( 1 3 |(E1 E2)4]> s
(El A\ E2)4
= (N, AN FE =0
514 < 4 2 |(E1 /\E2)4|> 9
(El A E2)4 X4(/'i)
=(FE{ AN, = —
624 < ! b |(E1 A\ E2)4| 10o(X3
Since we have
1 X, (0 X4(0)X
L 10) _ My 4(0) 4(H)Vh
&%) asg (&%) (65ReDIe%]
and
1 X4k 1 [« X4k
— N, + a() Ey = 2<3 (Nh + 4<2 )(X4(9)X3 - X4)>
Qv leRYe DY T Qs \ g a3
X X
LX) ( — X4(0) X3 + X4 — 4(2"“) Nh>>
o103 a7
1 X4(k)? 1
= (a3Nh + 4< 3 Nh) = Nh
as30n %107} Q103
1
g —Vh
(%]

it follows that the third component of H, is equal to

Hg — — leM (O'/?)XEI _ WVh) _ Ng(OéZ_I)
(%) Q10203
X, (0 Xi(k
+ 23O v m) gy - 228 N By
a3 Q3002001

and the fourth component of Hy is equal to

Hj = —divy, (Vh> — Ny(oy') + Xa(0) ([Na, Es], N3) — Xalr) ([Ny, Bz, Ny).

a3 (6% Q300

Then first variation formula is given by

AdTUQ) = [ (V2 HG) = [ 10+ HY v (3.10.26)
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for each 13,14 € CF° satistying (3.5.7). Following Theorem 3.5.2 for each ¢35 € C§° we

deduce

s = —Xl(w?’z: b v (3.10.27)

since a*+ > 0.

Lemma 3.10.13. Keeping the previous notation. Let f,g : 2 — R be functions in
C; () and

X, = cos(6(z,9))0, + sin(0(x,y))d,,
Xy = —sin(0(z,y))0, + cos(6(z,y))0,

Then there holds
[a%in+ [ faXuo) =~ [ rXi(o)

By Lemma 3.10.13 and the admissibility equation (3.10.27) we deduce that (3.10.26)

is equivalent to
4

bt - (H Hi
[, (- g () + xo 2)

for each 13 € C§°(2). Therefore a straightforward computation shows that minimal

(0, k)-graphs for the area functional A, verify the following third order PDE

X4(9)

X, (HJ) +atHE + ( (X1, X4)(6) — alxl (a*) )Hj = 0. (3.10.28)

3.11 Calibration for minimal hypersurfaces in the

Heisenberg group

In this Section we show a calibration argument for C? minimal ¢-graphs in the Heisen-
berg group. We prove in Proposition 3.11.3 that a C? t-graph solution of the minimal
hypersurface equation, deduced by the first variation of the area functional, is a
minimum for the area among all possible C? t-graphs over the same open set € .

Let H® = (R?>"*! %) be the Heisenberg group, described in Example 2.7.3, we

consider the left invariant vector fields

Xi:6$i+yiat7 Y;:ayi_miat i=1-n
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and the only non-trivial commutator
2T = [X,,Y;] = —20;.

Let © be an open set of R*® and p = (21,1, " ,%n, ¥n) be a point in Q. Then, we
consider the C? function
u: 2 —>R

and the associated hypersuface
¥ := Graph(u) = {(p,t) e H" : u(p) =t, p € Q}.

Since the Heisenberg group is a nilpotent contact manifold we have that the mean

curvature equation (3.10.25) for minimal hypersurfaces is

div(vy,) = 0, (3.11.1)

where v, = % and N}, is projection of the unit normal to ¥ onto the distribution

H = span{X;,Y;}. Computing directly the first variation formula of (3.2.2) we realize
that for t-graphs

: . Vu — J(p)

divi (1) = divgen [ =———2] =0 3.11.2

) = diven (=) o, (3119
where J(p) = (y1, —%1," s Yn, —Tn), VU = (Ugy, Uy, , - - - Ug,, Uy, ) and divge. is the

standard divergence in R*", for further details see [19]. Let S = Graph(u) be a minimal
hypersurface satisfying equation (3.11.2). Since S; = S + (0,t) obtained by a vertical
translation of S is still a minimal hypersurface we have that {S;};cr is a foliation by

minimal hypersurfaces of €2 x R.. Therefore, the horizontal normal vector field

_ Vu—J(p)
[Vu — J(p)|

Vh (3.11.3)
is defined on the whole cylinder and it is invariant in the 7" direction. Notice that there

exists also the ambient horizontal divergence on the Heisenberg group given by

n

divgn (V) = — ZXi(¢i) + Yi(¢is1)

(2



158 Submanifolds of fixed degree immersed in graded manifolds

where Vj, = 3" | 0, X; + ¢;+1Y; is a vector field in the horizontal distribution. When

vector field V), do not depend on the ¢ variable we have
diVHn(Vh) = diVRQn (Vh) (3114)

Since the unit horizontal normal vector field v, in (3.11.3) verifies the minimal surface
equation (3.11.2) at each (p,u(p) + to) € Sy, and we can extend it to the all cylinder
2 x R. Moreover, by equation (3.11.4) we have

divgen (v,) = 0.
In this case the singular set Sy is given by
So=A{(p,t) €S : Vu—J(p) =0}

Clearly, the tangent vector 1, is not defined on the singular set S, and the area
functional has a different formula and a different Hausdorff dimension. In [20, Theorem
D] they proved that singular set Sy of a hypersurface is contained in a submanifold of

dimension less than n, here we report the proof of [20, Theorem D].

Theorem 3.11.1. Let Q be a open set of R*™. Suppose u in C*(Q) and S = Graph(u).
Then for each p in Q) there exists a neighborhood U of p in £ such that Sy NU is a

submanifold of U satisfying
dlmE(So N V) < n,

where dimpg is the Euclidean dimension.
Proof. First at all we define a function
G:Q—R™ G(p)=Vulp) — J(p)
The differential of G is given by
dG(p) = (O5u; — 9;J(p)i)ij=1,- 2n

where J(p); is the i-th component of J(p) and u; = O;u. Notice that if A, B are matrices

of dimension m, by elementary linear algebra we know

rank(A) + rank(B) > rank(A + B) (3.11.5)
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and
rank(A) = rank(—A) = rank(—A"). (3.11.6)

Setting A = dG(p) and B = —dG(p)?, if follows by equations (3.11.5) and (3.11.6)

that

2 rank(dG(p)) dG(p )) + rank(—dG(p)")
8 U ( )z) + rank(—@iuj + 81J(p)j)
Oju; — 0;J(p)i — Ou; + 0;J (p);)

()~—8J( )i) = 2n.

= rank

WV

rank

nk(
(
(
nk(0;

Indeed, setting h;; = 0;J(p); where i,j =1,--- ,2n, we have

0 1
-1 0 0

0 1

-1 0
0 0 1
-1 0

and rank(0;J(p); — 0;J(p);) = rank(2 h;;) = 2n. Therefore, we have
dimg(Ker(dG(p))) = 2n — rank(dG(p)) < n.

Then by the Implicit Function Theorem there exists an open neighborhood U of p in
Q such that G™1(0) N U = Sy N U is a submanifold of U, having a dimension less that
n. [

Lemma 3.11.2. Let Sy be the set of singular point of an hypersurface S in H",
n > 2. Then for any € > 0 there exist open sets U cC U C S with Sy C U’ and

1
U C {x: dist(x,Sy) < €} and a smooth function ¢, : S — [0,1] such that |Vi).| < =

v.=0 in U,

(3.11.7)
v.=1 in (S\U)

and

/5\ng| =% 0. (3.11.8)
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Proof. Here we provide a proof where the singular set Sy is a compact (paracompact)
set following [96, Lemma 2.4]. However, we only know that the singular set Sy is
closed in S, then for a right proof see [78]. By Theorem 3.11.1 we know that the
Euclidean dimension of the singular set Sy is less than or equal to n, thus, if n > 1,
we have H*"71(Sy) = 0. Hence we can cover Sy with (a finite number of) balls
Bi(r;) = B(pi,r;) NS where p; is a point in S and r; < £/2 such that

Z it <
i
Now, for each i we consider a function 1; in C*°(.S), 0 < 1»; < 1 such that

0 for x € B;(r;)
1 for =€ S~ B;(2r;)

and )
|Vipi(z)] < — forall z.
r

(2

Then setting @g(x) = min; ¥;(x), we have that 0 < Y. <1 and
Y. =0 on U = Bi(r)
Y.=1 on S~U,

where we set

U =] Bi(2r;) C {z: dist(z, Sp) < }.
i
Since we consider a minimum the function 1. is piecewise smooth and we have

J VIR dHE @) < [V diE @)
1

<
Z/ L (2ri)—Bi(rs) T2
Z H2n+1 QTZ) Bz(rz))

:C’Zr?” < Ce.

dHg"" (x)

Finally, in order to obtain ¢, in C* we mollify .. O]
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Proposition 3.11.3. Let E be the subgraph of the minimal surface S = Graph(u)
and E be the subgraph of S = Graph(i), where u, @ € C?(Q) and u satisfies equation
(3.11.2). Assume that K = E A E is compact, then we have

A2n+1 (S) < A2n+1 (S)a

where As, i1 denotes the sub-Riemannian area.

Proof. Both E and E have locally finite perimeter, therefore by [64, Lemma 12.22]
K = E A F has locally finite perimeter. By assumption K is compact. By Lemma
3.11.2 there exist functions v, : S — [0,1] and t). : S — [0, 1] verifying (3.11.7) and
(3.11.7). Since both S and S are graphs over ) we can think that the functions v, ¥,
are both defined on  where 2y and Qg are the projection onto € of the singular set
Sy and respectively Sp. Setting ¢, : Q@ x R — [0, 1] equal to v, - . and constant in
the new variable, we have that there exist open sets U’ cC U C Q with Qo U Qo C U’
and U C {p : dist(p, Qo U Q) < ¢} such that

p=(p,t) =0 for p e U,

(3.11.9)
we(p,t) =1 for p € (QANU)

for each t € R, V.| < 1 and

/ V| =20,
K

Therefore we have

</ V| =% 0. (3.11.10)
K

= | [ (T + [ _ecdivtin)

Therefore, by the divergence theorem we have

0< ‘/ div(pevp)
K

/K div(p.vy) = /S (@evm, vn) Na| do + /S (porm, Y IND| do

. (3.11.11)
> [ oo |Nal do = [ oo da,

where N ;Lg is the projection of the unit normal N S to S onto the distribution and

. Ni
"INE
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We set ®(p) = (p,u(p)) and ®(p) = (p,a(p)) such that S = ®(Q) and S = (Q).
Letting ¢ tend to zero, we have that the left hand side of (3.11.11) goes to zero by
(3.11.10) and form the right hand side we obtain

A2n+1(S AN (I)(QO U Qo)) < A2n+1(5 N é(QO U Qo))
Since the singular sets do not affect the area functional, we conclude that
Agpi1(S) < A2n+1(5)' [

Remark 3.11.4. Let (p,t) be a point in the Heisenberg group and 7y be a real number
such that B((p,t),79) N 0S = 0. Then there exist r{, < ro and C' positive constant such
that for each r < r{ it holds

A2n+1 (S N B((p7 t)a T)) < CT2”+1-
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Here is a brief list of notations frequently used in this thesis.

smooth manifold of dimension n (page 13).

distribution of dimension [ (page 13).

Lie group (page 15).

an increasing filtration (page 26).

equiregular graded manifold (page 26).

growth vector (page 26).

smooth submanifold of dimension m (page 28).

pointwise degree of a submanifold (page 29).

degree of a submanifold (page 29).

singular set (page 29).

curve immersed (page 34).

Riemannian metric (page 33)

length functional of degree d (page 35).

density of the length functional of degree d (page 35).

the covariant derivative or the Levi-Civita connection(page 36).
holonomy map along «y restricted to [a, b] (page 41).

Engel group (page 51).

Heisenberg group (page 74).

area measure of degree d (page 85).

an admissible variation (page 99).

dimension of the space of m-vector of degree greater than deg(M)
(page 102).

ambient degree of the first sub-bundle of the induced filtration
tangent to M (page 103).
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dimension of the ambient sub-bundle corresponding to ¢o(U) (page 103).

¢ x p matrix (page 104).

¢ x (n — p) matrix (page 104).

¢ x (n — p) matrix for each j =1,...,m (page 104)

difference between the dimension of the ambient sub-bundle and the dimension
of the tangent induced sub-bundle both of them corresponding to ¢o(U) (page
110).

holonomy map for ruled submanifolds (page 132).

vector field associated to the first variation (page 147).
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