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The authoritarian regimes in interwar Europe wesetraditional dictatorships, merely
imposed from above on an immobile and passive sodian the contrary: their emergence,
installation and consolidation came about due ®rttobilisation of different social groups
who, through their actions and perceptions, cantstit and gave life to the new states. That is
why, in order to understand their true nature dmel teasons behind their creation and
consolidation, we need to analyse the interactemveen those regimes and the societies in
which they took root.

In our view, as regards internal factors, the $tdiion and later consolidation of
Franco’s regime can be explained by the interpatietr of society and the institutions of the
“New State” in three overlapping areas. Firstly,tihe sphere of the shared and unifying
culture of the community of Civil War victors, fagd by means of the construction of a
sublimated imaginary. This imaginary was foundedvem great myths: that of victory, which
conferred a regenerative and sacred nature on thigaryn struggle, and that of the
Refundacién Naciona{National Refoundation), which granted the diataloregime that
arose from the Civil War a new stage of glory aptesdour, built on the ruins of the
“ignominious” Republican experience. Secondly, agards repression, which had the
decisive collaboration of those supporting Franoosnd that would destroy any possible
opposition on the part of their potential enemigsncoism would proclaim itself to be the
new political order that would return the natios libst greatness and would bring relentless
justice to enemies of the “FatherlandPé@tria”). The dehumanised image of the vanquished
that the dictatorship managed to impose came tegetith the heralding of a new era in
which there would only be space for the religioGatholic and spiritualised values of the

Eternal Fatherland. We think that this set of igeions supported the creation of a new

" Francisco Cobo Romerdcobo@ugr.es Teresa Maria Ortegdnfortega@ugr.8s Miguel Angel del Arco
(maarco@ugr.gsDepartment of Contemporary History, Faculty bfl®sophy and Arts. University of Granada.
Campus de Cartuja s/n, 18071, Granada (Spain).

The Spanish Ministerio de Innovacion y Ciencia Hfiasded the research drawn on for this artigkef:(
HAR2009-07487).



COBO ROMERO, Francisco, DEL ARCO BLANCO, Miguel A#iy ORTEGA LOPEZ,
Teresa, “The Stability and Consolidation of therfe@st Regime. The case of Eastern
Andalusia, 1936-50"Contemporary European Histor20, 1, 2011, pp. 37-59.

emotional climate of identification with the newgmme’s essential aims, while it probably
contributed to the adoption by many Spaniards oéttitude of adhesion to, and even loyal
cooperation with, the “New State” and its repressorgans. Thirdly and finally, in the
socioeconomic sphere, where those making up thepgrsupporting the “New State” would
see their personal interests fulfilled, while tledechited would be enclosed in a maze of misery
and silence, abandoning any political concernscamgentrating on survival.

It is commonly accepted nowadays that, as witlkemihterwar authoritarian regimes,
Francoism enjoyed a broad consensus among thegtimmfl However, as in other European
cases, the population’s attitudes were not divisled Manichean or bipolar way between
consensus and dissénthere was a broad range of behaviour, from untiomgil agreement
to support with some moral or political disagreetegrio acceptance, to passiveness, to
demobilisation, to accommodation, to dissent shanvithe private sphere and even direct
opposition to the regim&éHowever, as we propose in this work, Francoisnalicies would
manage to achieve stability for the regime, engusapport among a heterogeneous set of
social groups, as well as eliminating any signsopposition from the dissidents’ side.
Furthermore, we maintain that the consent whichrélgame enjoyed among a large section of
the population existed alongside the depoliticcsaind repression of possible opponents, and
their forced withdrawal to the interior sphere ofidty in search of support that would allow
them to survive the terrible economic conditionstloé post-war period. Therefore, it is
impossible to understand Francoism without the $efoonsent” and “repression”, which
were not opposites, but a consequence of each:obmth would be present in the
interconnection between the regime’s institutiond society, in the active participation of the
victors in the work of repression, as well as thaiphment meted out by these to the
vanquished.

It is in the local sphere, in viewpoints “from bel’, where we can most vividly see
the interaction between the regime and societyntakiace. With this perspective, we focus
our study on the south of Spain: we assess thegemes of a “culture of victory” in different

! See Peter Andersofihe Francoist Military Trials. Terror and Compligit1939-1945New York and London:
Routledge, 2010).

2 Manuel Ortiz Heras, ‘Historia social en la dictealfranquista: apoyos sociales y actitudes de $psfles’,
Spagna Contemporang28 (2005), 169-85.
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(2002), 312; Ismael SaEascismo y Franquism@/alencia: Prensas Universitarias de Valenciad20074-7.
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Andalusian cities of the Francoist rearguard duthregCivil War. Then, already focussing on
different locations and provinces in eastern Ansiali{see Map 1), we attempt to show that
this culture was a key element in creating a “maticcommunity”. This is to be done firstly
through the analysis of Francoist repression aedptuticipation in this of the victors and,
secondly, through the application of an autarchyalitical economy that punished the
defeated and acted in the interests of the vicB®ysmeans of this approach to the local, the
links existing between local realities and the oegi and national political reality can be
brought into relief. It is in the interaction bewvethese spheres that the Francoist regime got

underway, both culturally and socially speaking.

[MAP 1]

The “cultural community” of the victors

The Imaginary centred on the Civil War and the ¢autdion of an ultra-nationalist Francoist
identity.

From the very beginning of the 1936-1939 war, réftgels built up a great arsenal of
mytholigised stories and imaginaries. The imagesmmwere created to justify the “uprising”
and were intended to grant meaning to their ownciased, anti-Republican and anti-
democratic political project. The sublimated idsatfion of the Civil War by the rebel group
was wrapped in a collection of cultural, mythicaldasymbolic components, imported from
the most refined traditions of the anti-liberal aadti-parliamentarian right During the
conflict, all these discoursgsnyths and symbols would end up becoming corneestof the
legitimising ideology of the Francoist “New State”.

The importance of the historical construction loé tascistised and anti-democratic
right’s political languages and the propaganda agss over the course of the Civil War can
be understood much better by using a “culturaleggiproach. We view as unavoidable the

dissection of the discursive components and therpnétative agencies that modelled the

® |smael SazEspafia contra Espafia. Los nacionalismos franqui@téasdrid: Marcial Pons, 2003), 77-99 and
105-55. Also: Pedro Carlos Gonzalez Cuevasion espafiola. Teologia politica y nacionalisnutogitario en
Espafia, 1913-193@Madrid: Tecnos, 1998) and by the same autH@toria de las derechas espafiolas. De la
llustracién a nuestros dig®ladrid: Biblioteca Nueva, 2000).
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individual and collective behaviour of those supimgr the dictatorial regime installed after
the defeat of democracy during the Civil War. Thlegorical and sublimated recreation of
the war created by the rebels was manifested thr@ugense sedimentation of discursive
recreations and metanarratives with a strongly popgimic capacity. Almost all these
elements, with their idealised and symbolic natyp@yerfully contributed to building the
perceptions by which the individual or group actamerpreted the conflict's nature or
justified the unavoidable use of extreme violengaiast an enemy designated as perverse and
inhuman. It is clear that subjectivity and percepsi condition individual decisions and
actions. Furthermore, social imaginaries define artter the way in which actors perceive,
codify and interpret the reality that surroundsntheyiving meaning to their perception of
experiences and allowing them to have a persoualiselerstanding of “their world” All
this, then, acquires a special meaning if we actteppremise that the individual and group
actors carry out their own decisions profoundiyluehced by a dense network of highly
idealised mental recreations and cultural percaptiavhich, in each case, takes a specific
linguistic and conceptual formulatitin

The dehumanising images of the leftist enemy dad discourses discrediting the
Republic came together in the midst of the clinwdteerror, death and revenge that took over
in the rebel rearguard, in an exalted interpretatibthe 1936-1939 conflict. Once the “New
State” was in place throughout the national temyitdhe complex mixture of symbols,
imaginaries, languages and cults that extolled vilag¢'s regenerative nature allowed the
creation of the myth of the Nation’s sacred samitand the salvation and purification granted
by death. The sum of all these imaginaries, givetrang emotive and mythogenic charge,
managed to invest the Francoist regime with a gattand regenerative halo. The idealised
vision that identified Francoism as the startingnpof a glorious stage in the resurgence of
the Fatherland became a powerful instrument usedhbydictatorship to instil trust and

support among an extensive and mixed range of ishas and social groups. It was this

® See Miguel Angel Cabrer&ostsocial History. An IntroductioiLanham, Maryland, Oxford: Lexington
Books, 2004), 22-4.

" Jordi Font, “Nosotros no nos cuidabamos de ldtipal. Fuentes orales y actitudes politicas efirahquismo.
El ejemplo de una zona rural, 1939-1949storia Socia) 49 (2004), 49-66; see patrticularly pp. 52-4.

8 Miguel Angel CabreraHistoria, lenguaje y teoria de la sociedédadrid: Catedra-Universitat de Valencia,
2001), 47-51; Gabrielle M. Spiegel, ‘La historia t&e practica: nuevas tendencias en historia tragirel
linguistico’, Ayer, 62 (2006), 19-50, see 24-7; Andreas Reckwitzwdmm a Theory of Social Practices. A
development in culturalist theorizing’, in GabreelM. Spiegel, ed.Practicing History. New Directions in
Historical Writing after the Linguistic TurrfLondon & New York, Routledge, 2005), 249-52; Wdith H.
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large part of the population that played a decisoale both in the aid given when it came to
repressive violence against the vanquished anttanmtaintenance of the dictatorial “New
State”.

In short, Francoism was built on an idealised retoigtion of the war and the victory
that achieved a very probable capacity to sedudepansuade the upper classes, of course,
but also intermediate and even popular social gdligt were most harmed by the strikes and
social upheaval of the Republican years, by thetoxe of traditional and religious values, or
by the excesses of the revolution carried out & Republican rearguard during the Civil
War. This mythified reconstruction was based oregenerative image of the war; on the
myth of victory against the Fatherland’'s enemiespresented by the “abominable”
democratic regime of the Second Republic; and &neile programme of re-Catholicisation
and re-establishment of the traditional Spain. Tiglothe construction of the myths of victory
(over the enemies of Eternal Spain) and of the &efong of the Nation (carried out after the
war), Francoism favoured the modelling of a cultoiredentity among the victors, carving out
a stereotyped and accusatory image of the “pewmstioRepublican experience and

contributing to forging a specific anti-democratiemory.

The anti-left Imaginary and the gestation of angpeblican memory.

The key ideas that acted as founding elementdivictors’ ideological cohesion
underwent an accelerated process of bias and attglisover the course of the war. The
military confrontation was conceived as the supresne definitive attack necessary to
exterminate that monstrous enemy —the anti-Spdmat threatened the Fatherland. The
military victory over the enemies of the nativedamould put an end, once and for all, to a
prolonged decadence of the national spirit whicth been underway since, at least, the first
construction of the liberal State at the beginnifighe 19" century. This process of moral
degeneration was seen as having intensified tontoderable pace with the arrival of the
Republican regime and its insidious permissiversss$ unacceptable collusion with the
growth and spread of the Republican, Marxist arat@nist lefts. From this perspective, those
responsible for such a reprehensible phenomenaratidnal neglect should be definitively

Sewell, ‘The Concept(s) of Culture’, in Victoria Bweell and Lynn Hunt, ed8eyond the cultural turn. New
directions in the study of society and cult(@B=rkeley: University of California Press, 1999%-61.
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exterminated by applying extreme and “purifying'bk@nce, such as that triggered by the
1936 “glorious uprising’.

The anti-leftist and dehumanising discourse reiggrthe enemy that was conceived
in the rebel rearguard centred on the constantretigong of the labour movement,
Republican and even liberal ideologies. This disseubestowed on all these ideologies
disproportionate and debasing labels, attributm¢ghem powerful and imaginary forces that
conspired in a contemptible way against the Hispanhiessentialism firmly rooted in the
traditions of Catholicism, patriotism, hierarchydadefence of the race. According to this
viewpoint, the left-wing movements and democragublicanism were the incarnation of the
anti-Spain®.

The revolution that broke out in the Republicaargaard during the early months of
the conflict was worthy of close attention in thelteral construction of the discourse
dehumanising and discrediting the left-wing. Thepydar revolution was presented as a
horrendous phenomenon of moral degradation anésdlate loss of the values most purely
cultivated by the spirit of Catholicism and Spanrstionalism. The Civil War became the
inevitable historical event that was to returnhe Bpanish nation its ancestral greatness and
spiritual purity, violently usurped by the most mxhe manifestations of left-wing
revolutiort®. The anti-leftist discourse conceived by the relmeintained at least some of the
following elements.

Firstly, in almost all the literature linked toetrevents taking place in parts of the
Republican rearguard, there is a distorted desonipif the socioeconomic transformations
that were disturbing those areas. On many occasgiovess concluded that the totality of those
revolutionary changes meant, above all, an aborfereid caricature-like imitation of Soviet
communist forms of social organisation and expressbf centralised economic plannihg

Secondly, the left-wing’s domination of “loyal’rt&ories in the Republican rearguard
meant a painful aggravation of the acceleratecbhestl process of moral degradation and
national ruin. The “red domination” of those tesries which had not been quickly

“liberated” exacerbated a whole series of pervevides and a range of anti-patriotic forms

° See ‘La patridtica alocucién del general Francinialar el Movimiento (Tetuan, 21 de julio de 1936h ABC
de Sevilla23-7-1936; and Juan Ignacio Luca de Tena: ‘CdaaNueva Espafia’, iABCde Sevilla9-9-1936.

10 Seeldeal, “Contra quiénes luchamos”, 5-8-1936. See also:ctuatrarrevolucién”, by Alvaro Alcala Galiano,
in ABC de Sevilla.

! See: “La patriética alocucién del general Fraridaiaiar el movimiento”, inABC de Sevilla23-7-1936.
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of behaviour in the heart of local government bediad municipal institutions. Such values

and types of behaviour were found to be tinged witghmeanness, avarice and materialism of
their perpetrators, who were seen as responsiblinéomost profound degradations possible
in social, spiritual and cultural lif&

Thirdly and lastly, the “frenzied anti-clericalisrthat took place in practically all the
population centres in the “loyal” rearguard, wassidered to be one of the most prominent
features of the degenerate and degraded chardicteuted to the left-wing and the “enemies
of Spain”. For the political languages and disceutsat were being structured in “nationalist”
Spain, the left-wing as a whole was exclusivelpossible for the most varied enactments of
iconoclasm, sacrophobia and immense and colletiate for the sacred, which spread like
wildfire in the summer of 1936. The anti-clericablence must be understood as the sudden
and spontaneous expression of a profound desimuttdo the roots the old, unjust and
hierarchical order that had traditionally been s by the Catholic Church and its
representatives. For that very reason, on manysamtsithis expression occurred by means of
a destructive and cathartic action, inspired byrttystical belief in the virtues of purifying
fire and the salvation of death as necessary toolsuilding a new socio-moral ordér It
had a greater effect as propaganda to blame theavileg for the “atrocities” of “frenzied”
anti-clericalism triggered in the towns in the “&¥yrearguard. In this way, these actions were
presented as an unrestrained storm of anti-Catlwie, which jeopardised the purest
ancestral values upon which was constructed thaiSipassentialism found among a very

large proportion of the populatibh
Civil War myths and the spiritualised exaltatiortioé Nation
In the feverish and suffocating climate of dediarg terror and death that suddenly

overtook the mass confrontation that began in 198ére was also room for discursive
constructions favourable to the deified exaltatdrviolence, the dehumanising satanisation

12 ABC de Sevilla*Viviendo cuarenta dias de comunismo rojo en Pali@aRio”, 16-9-1936; Cfldeal “El

destino de Espafa”, 9-8-1936.

31deal, “En Montefrio se establecio el régimen soviéticil;VI1-1936; Cf.Odiel, 5-8-1936.

4 Mary Vincent, “The Keys of the Kingdom”: ReligisWiolence in the Spanish Civil War, July-AugusB889
in Chris Ealham and Michael Richards, ed$ie Splintering of Spain. Cultural History and t8panish Civil
War, 1936-39Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005)888see especially 76-80.
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of the enemy and the sacralisation of the regeinerpbtential of wars, following in the wake
of the mythogenous and visionary politics of Fa®ifs Once the war was over, that
sublimated interpretation of the missionary chamattestowed on the conflict allowed the
victors to see themselves as belonging to a kinchgthical community, forged in ties of
blood and the glorious and sacred fight for thed®egation of the Fatherlatd

The symbolic foundations of the discourse credtgdnationalist Spain” converted
the combatants fighting the Second Republic regime true champions of an epic with
profound ethical dimensions, focussed on the com@metermination of Spain’s enemies and
on the establishment of the cultural, mystical gaditical bases on which the definitive
“regeneration of the Hispanic race” would be erg@&eWhat we shall call a “legitimising
discourse” in terms of the conflict was based om rbuse of a vast amalgam of linguistic-
cultural elements, which were somehow present tradition of integrated, Catholic and
reactionary nationalism with deep historical, edhiand political roots. In this regard, the
stated discourse acted as a storehouse of thehthaung intellectual tradition with anti-
modernist, reactionary, traditionalist, author@ari and anti-liberal roots that had been
evolving since the end of the".@nd the beginning of the ®@enturie&’. This discourse was
finally invaded by the intellectual and culturalrents of Fascism, radical nationalism,
Catholic traditionalism and anti-parliamentarianisirhe Fatherland was reclaimed once
again by the divine will, letting it playhe sacrosanct role of spiritual and universal
disseminator of Catholicism which it had been pigysince time immemori® The war was
designated as a landmark of colossal dimensiongrangformatory prospects, through which

the purest roots of Hispanic essentiafiSthad been called once again to a titanic task of

!> SeeldealJaen Edition, ‘Los vecinos de Arjona recuerdan esm horror los crimenes cometidos durante el
dominio rojo’, 6-5-1939. CfABC de SevillajLa columna del comandante Buiza toma Cazalla. dib @ la
religién”, 15-8-1936.

16 George L. Mosserallen Soldiers. Reshaping the Memory of the Wavlts (New York: Oxford University
Press, 1990), 159-81 and ‘Toward a General Thebrifascism’, in George L. Mossdjasses and Man.
Nationalist and Fascist Perceptions of Rea{idew York: Howard Fertig, 1980), 159-96, 170-4.

7 See Sergio Luzzatto, ‘The Political Culture of @ssltaly’, Contemporary European Histar, 2, 1999, 317-
34, 322-4; James A. GregoMussolini's Intellectuals. Fascist Social and Pigéil Thought (Princeton,
Princeton University Press, 2006), 78-84.

18 Seeldeal, ‘Luces y resplandores de la Guerra’, 4-10-198BC de SevillaDiscurso del Generalisimo Franco
ante el micréfono de Radio Nacional’, 20-7-1937d afintonio Gallego y BurinSeis discursos y una
conferenciaGranada: Talleres Tipograficos A. Marquez, 1923}37.

9 pedro Cerezo Galag) mal del siglo. El conflicto entre llustraciGnRomanticismo en la crisis finisecular del
siglo XIX(Madrid: Biblioteca Nueva and Universidad de Gdma2003), 633-42.

% Eduardo Gonzélez Calleja and Fredes Limén Nevaddiispanidad como instrumento de combate. Raza e
imperio en la prensa franquista durante la Guerrnailespafiola(Madrid: CSIC, 1988), 31-45.

%1 See ‘El Frente Nacional’, by Francisco de Cos&RC de Sevillal1l September 1936.
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ethical, mental and mystical regeneratfoifo this must be added the vast process of creatin
a discourse full of symbolic components, confinedat powerful imaginary exalting the
Eternal Nation, and installed on a mythified antkgdrical paraphrasis. This paraphrasis,
incorporating numerous Fascist compongnend which had millenarian and messianic
feature&* —some of them taken from traditional Catholic dioef>—, perceived the timeless
existence of a Fatherland immersed in a permangele dhat reproduced the stages of
Paradise, Fall and RedemptiinWhat the propagandists and ideologists of thecewds
Francoist Spain did was nothing other than rectkerdiscourses, philosophical traditions
and political cultures of neo-Hegelian idealismsesgialist nationalisf, Fascism and anti-
parliamentarian authoritarianism. Many of those ponents were found to be available in
the European anti-liberal intellectual storehdtise

One contribution to the discourse was reasonipgcdy of populist ultra-nationalism
and Fascism. The call was for the regenerativevegjation of the Nation and its erection on a
new political order that would overcome liberalf€nit is worth highlighting the symbolism
used when unravelling the historical roots that leadto the outbreak of the Civil War. It was
stated that the Spanish Nation had, in recent @scaoeen immersed in an irreversible
process of decline. What was being evoked, thers tha simile of the infirm Nation,
threatened (or assaulted) by an (internal or eatemnemy, or by a multifarious range of

2 See in this regard: ‘Cara a la Nueva Espafia’,uayr Jgnacio Luca de Tena, ABC de Sevilla9 September
1936; andABC de Sevilla;Discurso pronunciado por Pedro Sainz Rodriguezdpiesidente), en el transcurso
del acto de Constitucién del Instituto de EspaB&lrado en el Paraninfo de la Universidad de Satam el 6
de enero de 1938’, 7 January 1938.

3 Cf. Aristotle A. Kallis, ‘To Expand or Not to Expd? Territory, Generic Fascism and the Quest fofidemal
Fatherland” Journal of Contemporary Histong8, 2 (2003), 244-6.

4 See: Emilio GentilePolitics as Religior(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2006),-24Box, ‘La tesis
de la religién politica’, 223-4; Richard SteigmaB@a#l, EI Reich sagrado. Concepciones nazis sobre el
cristianismo, 1919-194%Madrid: Akal, 2007), 27-70; and, by the same authApostasy or religiosity? The
cultural meanings of the Protestant vote for Hitl&ocial History 25, 3 (2000), 279-84; see also John F.
Pollard, “Clerical Fascism” Context, Overview ar@onclusion’, Totalitarian Movements and Political
Religions 8, 2 (2007), 434-7.

% Isidro Goméa y Tomas, ‘Carta Pastoral sobre eligentristiano-espafiol de la Guerra’, Pastorales de la
Guerra de EspafifMadrid: Rialp, Rivadeneyra, 1955).

% See Box, ‘Secularizando el Apocalipsis’, 151-2 $Stanuel Garcia Morentéjea de la HispanidadMadrid:
Espasa-Calpe, 1961), 15-22; and by the same atitheas para una Filosofia de la Historia de Espafiddea
de la Hispanidad 179-209 and ‘Raices histéricas del movimientoiaradista’, in Obras Completasvol. I,
1937-1942, (Barcelona: Anthropos, 1996), 377-82.

" See Manuel Garcia Morente, ‘Espafia como estildjéa de la Hispanidad34-45.

% See Pedro Carlos Gonzalez Cuevas, ‘La inflexidioraaria del liberalismo espafiol’, in Manuel Sugre
Cortina, ed.Las mascaras de la libertad. El liberalismo espafi@08-195QMadrid: Marcial Pons, 2003), 434-
9 and 446-9. Consult Ismael S&gpafia contra Espafi82-6.
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invasive and harmful agents that would besiegeuitdy and strength. To confront this
process of debilitation, there was a call to era#i¢he infiltrating agents (Marxism, atheism,
Judaism, freemasonry, anti-clericalism, separattbm regions’ nationalist or “anti-Spanish”
feeling and even Soviet communism), and elemerggedieg the racial essences on which
the Nation’s spiritual purity was basédFor all these reasons, both the military uprising
against the Republic and the Civil War itself beegohenomena interpreted as a memorable
immolation in a group sacrifice imposed by God amstalled upon an eschatological and
sanctifying shedding of blood and de#th

The war, then, was presented as the collectivierital endeavour to return to the
Fatherland its damaged Catholic and traditionads$entialism. Victory over the enemy,
achieved by means of the sacrifice provided by dland death, was interpreted as an event
saturated with mystical, millenarian and regeneeaginergie¥. The conflict was the crucible
from which a New Spain would emerge, born from #mlition of the decrepit liberal-
parliamentarian construction, and refounded ands@tated thanks to the fusion of energies
arising from its most noble and ancestral id&€al§he liberation movement and the violent
response to the enemy became an enterprise thad waeessarily be sustained by a
heterogeneous set of social and professional grauped in the defence of their common
anti-leftist, anti-democratic feeling and their egor national regeneratidh

2 Roger Griffin, ‘Il nucleo palingenetico dell'idemgia del “fascismo generico™, in Alessandro Cangu,,Che
cos’é il fascismoPRome: Ideazione Editrice, 2003), 97-122. See Risger Griffin, ed.]nternational fascism:
theories, causes and the new consefflsosdon & New York: Arnold, Oxford University Pres1998).

% |sidro Goma y Tomag£l Caso de Espafia. Instruccién a sus diocesan@sguestas a unas preguntas sobre
la guerra actuallPamplona: Diputacion Foral de Navarra, 1936)120-

% |sidro Goma y Tomas, “La Cuaresma de Espafia. GRasioral sobre el sentido cristiano-espafiol de la
guerra”, en Goma y Tomas, Isidf@or Dios y por Espafia(Barcelona, Rafael Casulleras, Librero, 1940), pp
87-127 .

%2 Seeldeal, ‘Luces y resplandores de la Guerra’, 4 October 183 alsoABC de Sevilla:Discurso del
Generalisimo Franco ante el microfono de Radio dvedi, 20 July 1937tdeal, ‘Granada celebra con esplendor
el Dia del Alzamiento. Discurso del Sr. GallegoiByrl9 July 1938, antieal, ‘La Bandera de la Victoria’, 15
August 1936. Regarding the ‘mythic core’ of ‘gendiascism’, as well as the mythified idealisatidrirational
decadence’ and the mythogenous and regenerativparant of its revolutionary and anti-democraticdigse,
consult Roger Griffin,The Nature of FascisnfLondon & New York, Routledge, 1993), 26-43, andren
recently Roger Griffin, ‘The Primacy of Culture:etfCurrent Growth (or Manufacture) of Consensus iwith
Fascist StudiesJournal of Contemporary Histoyg7, 1 (2002), 37-43.

#deal, ‘Luces y resplandores de la GuersaOctober 1936, and ‘La bandera de la victoria’ AL§ust 1936.

% |deal, ‘Santiago y jViva Espafia!’, 26 July 1936 and ‘Garuiénes luchamos’, 5 August 1936.
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The “culture of victory”

The Civil War changed everything. As we have palnteit, it would be seen as a
providential, mythical and regenerative event. T@eusade” was understood as the decisive
moment when Spain would be reborn from its ashespining once again what it had been,
purified by the blood of true Spaniards. After 1rih@939, the war would not be forgotten,
but would become a focus for the propaganda anitigsobf Francoist memory, legitimising
the regime’s existence and its decisidhi this way, a “culture of war” would spread that
considered the fight to be unfinished, at leastliertfy, and that Spain should complete its
resurgence by purging its weakened body by mearss@ifice and isolation. Furthermore,
this is where the adoption of an autarchical ecanpaultural and political programme would
fit in. An interventionist policy was implementeg twhich the country renounced all imports
and any international contact, it closed the doorpernicious external economic and cultural
influences and looked inwards; after all, its besdeontained not only all the economic and
natural resources that would allow the nation toobee great, but also all the “spiritual
resources” that had once made it an emiire.

Spain had to return to its roots, to the “eterrsglemce” that had once made it great. It
had to close in on itself, looking to the countdgsi “Spain’s eternal breeding grournid”.
Responding to its agrarian social origins, the “N&itate” filled its discourses and
proclamations with extensive references to the Spatountryside, praising its virtues and
the peasants who lived théfeThe countryside and especially the lands of Gastiére
identified as all that was truly Spanish, with therity, Christian faith and courage that
characterised the Hispanic race. This was the safvevhen confronted with the cities, those
sites of Republican evil, dens of Marxism, libesali atheism and anarchy. As a result, an
agrarian policy was imposed in order to guarante¢ the urban evils would be cleansed,
nourishing “the Spanish resurgence with sap”. Twosild be the explanation for the extreme
protection of and intervention in prices and prddurcin the forties: it was nothing more than

% paloma AguilarMemoria y olvido de la Guerra Civil espafidisladrid: Alianza, 1996), 57.

% Michael RichardsA Time of Silence. Civil War and the Culture of Repion in Franco's Spain, 1936-1945
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998); MahRichards, ‘From War Culture to Civil Society.
Francoism, Social Change and Memories of the ShaBial War’, History and Memory22 (2002), 93-120.

3" point 17 of the Unificacién de Partidos (Unificatiof Parties) Decree, 19 April 193Bpletin Oficial del
Estado,20 April 1937.
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a way of halting the city’s profit-making and segfia limit on the hidden interests of private
capital®

In everyday life after the war, the “New State” webkeep alive the spirit of the Civil
War, bringing about a true “culture of victory”. iever, this would not be a culture merely
imposed “from above.” After all, it is in the locaphere that it was received, and indeed
formed, allowing Francoism’s followers to participan its constitution and feel part of that
“community of victors.”

The symbols and rites that would constitute Frasmaés official culture had already
appeared during the conflict; over the course ef fibrties, they would come to dominate
everyday life’® These highlighted the existence of an exclusivéonal community,
emotionally linked to the postulates of nationabenreeration, the rejection of the past
democratic-Republican experience and the exaltadibiraditional Catholic values. This
became evident, for example, in the ritualised lw@ligons and commemorations of the rebel
military victories during the Civil War, where tipolitical combined with the religious. For
example, the recollections of the military uprisiagainst the Second Republic regime, held
in 1937, 1938 and 1939 throughout the Andalusidlrecarguard, turned into episodes of
fervent communion, exalting a new era and a newe$tarhe Falangist militias’ street
parades were attended by crowds of people who sgefetheir religious faith and nationalist
ardour. At all of them, the sacralised forms of @egholic cult united with the symbols of a
new secular religion that joyfully worshipped thabérated Nation and blessed the
providential return of the One Fatherland’s impesiad Catholic splendodf. At many of
these expressions of unconditional adhesion tarnipient Francoist state’s principles, the
populace participated in a sort of celebration émhavith aesthetic, liturgical, mystical and

almost sacred components.

3 Example: Federico de Urrutia, ‘jArriba el campati Poemas de la Falange Eter(&ditora Nacional, 1938),
46-9. Also: Eduardo Sevilla Guzmalna evolucién del campesinado en EspgBarcelona: Peninsula, 1979),
143-53.

%9 Evidence for this can be found in some of FramcE@nco’s statements in those years: ‘Vivir cdreampo’,
27 May 1950; and ‘Castilla, vivero de Espafia’, 2réhal950, inTextos de doctrina politica. Palabras y escritos
de 1945 a 195QMadrid: Publicaciones Espafiolas, 1951), 507 &% 1

“’ Rafael Cruz, ‘Old symbols, new meanings: mobitisine rebellion in the summer of 1936’, Chris Eathand
Michael RichardsThe Splintering159-76.

1 Cf. Julian Casanovaa Iglesia de FrancoBarcelona, Critica, 2005, 72-4. See also Giuldingéebo Ritos de
guerra y de victoria en la Espafia franquisBilbao, Desclée de Brouwer, 200254-5.

42.0n 18 July 1937, well-attended civic-military-gibus events were held in the largest towns aridscitf
Nationalist Andalusia; almost all of them were #wene for a common pattern of commemorative ewtbats
attracted crowds of people. GXBC de Sevilla“Toda la Espafa Liberada por el heroico esfueloEjército
celebra con brillantes actos la fecha 18 de julk®-8-1937.
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From this point of view, it is easier to understdhe vigorous drama of the so-called
“campaign mass.” These masses were set in opeic@mgaces, dominated by monumental
stages showing insignias and emblems alluding ¢oftision between “the cross and the
sword” and given a moving sensory and emotive tledity. This is, at least, what can be
gathered from the many bombastic celebrations @f#{ Triumphal Year” held on 18 July
1938 both in the city of Seviffdand in the main population centres and provinmgitals of
“nationalist” Andalusi&'* The culmination was the ostentatious commemoratfoie rebel
army’s victory in the Civil War that took place 8eville on 17 April 1939 in the presence of
Generalisimo Franco and General Queipo de Llanthy arnound 60,000 uniformed men and
more than 300,000 people attendffg.

The symbols that made up the “culture of victoryéres also forged at these events.

These would provide a communication channel by lvitie population would express their
adhesion to the “New State”, while participating ita symbolic construction. Thus, the
monarchical flag was adopted as the national flad) r@ised over official buildings after a
place was conquered. On 15 August 1936, in thedfitgranada, the population participated
in a ceremony at the Cathedral: the ‘fervent crowdnt there to salute the flag solemnly to
the sound of applause and shouts Wiva Espafia®® The flag was also used in other
important ceremonies. In the village of Cogollosg@ada), the bereaved used it to cover the
coffins of their “martyrs” during the Civil War, vile the villagers saluted with the Roman
salute during the funeraf.In later years, the flag presided over officiapplar and religious
festivals, adorning the streets and squares ofgama cities. Many of their inhabitants would
hang it from their balconies and windows, bearintness to their support —or perhaps fear—
of the Francoist regime and making it part of tag-tb-day scenery in those years.

The war meant the return of the national anth®tar¢ha de Granadergsas well as
the use of other, secondary anthems (the Falafgisa al So] the CarlistOriamend) the
Spanish Legion’s anthem, ef€) These were insistently present at official cereims,
processions and religious events, showing that‘itue Spain” was inseparable from the

43 Cf. Concha Langa Nufi&ducacion y propaganda en la Sevilla de la GuerigilCSeville, Biblioteca de
Temas Sevillanos, 2001, 51-2.

44 Cf. ABC de Sevilla“Espafia, redimida por Franco, vibré ayer de fezsatriéticos al conmemorar el 18 de
julio”, 19-71938.Ideal, “Granada celebra con gran esplendor el Dia dehrdlentd, 19-7-1938 and Candido
Ortiz de VillanosCronica de Granada en 1938; II-Ill Afio Triunfdbranada, Imprenta Urania, 1938, 145-6.

5 Cf. Ideal, “Unas trescientas mil aimas en plena exaltaciéndgpat’ , 18-4-1939.

“® Claudio Hernandez Burgosa construccién de la Cultura de la Victoria en Geala, 1936-195IMemoria de
Licenciatura Inédita, (Granada: Universidad de @dan 2009), 104.

“"|deal, “Numeroso publico asistié al entierro de los figistas muertos heroicamente en Cogollos”, 26-177193
8 A good example of this variety and of its meanfagone of the regime’s ideologists in: Ernesto @imaz
CaballeroLa infanteria espafiol@Madrid: Ediciones de la Vicesecretaria de EdumaBlopular, 1941), 67-79.
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Catholic religion. In Granada, for instance, a lazawspaper stated “the populace stand and
sing [all the anthems] together, with the same @sidsm, because all sing to the great, noble,
just and strong Fatherland, to which they have ecmaged their effort and their live& The

use of war anthems was extended into the “yeapeate”, paying homage to the martyrs of
the “Crusade” in their lyrics and indicating thabse who remained alive and in charge of the
institutions were continuing to combat the enenmying up with their fallen companions,
who stood tjuardia sobre los lucerdg“guard over the stars™’

It was necessary to recover Catholicism and itso@#e and counter-Reformation
spirit, the traces of the true Hispanic traditiowl &lements that could purify the “Fatherland’s
sins”>* Already during the war, acts afesagravio(amends or reparation) took place and
masses were held at the front and in the reargpaodessions and pilgrimages occurred and,
of course, crucifixes were returned to schools aolic buildings. Religion and God,
identified with Nationalist Spain, were returned tteeir place, making them present in
everyday life during the post-war period. Not exndemned Republicans could escape
these symbols: in January 1937, an event was beleplace the crucifix in Granada Prison,
with a number of political prisoners lined up iretbourtyard to listen to the head of the
institution’s triumphalist speec.In towns and cities, masses set the rhythms dy tie:
attending Sunday mass became an act of suppothdéoregime and, for some, a way of
avoiding reprisals or being marked politically. Barpriests and clergymen became judges of
the moral, religious and political conduct of thariphioners? With the notion that Spain’s
“purification” was only possible through peniteneegreat many religious celebrations were
held during the war and postwar period at whichpbktical and the religious went hand in
hand. These became acts in which the populatioticipated, showing their Christian faith
and patriotism. All these manifestations fitted with the desire expressed by both the
Catholic Church and the Francoist “New State” tmoge the deep roots of secularism and
atheist materialism fostered by the Second Republi¢his way, Spanish society was re-
Catholicised, occupying public spaces in towns @itids, while Francoism’s supporters were
offered an opportunity to participate and showrthehesion and belonging to this “culture of
victory”. These supporters used gestures to comthieereligious and the political in ways

*]deal, 17-9-1936.

*0‘Cara al Sol’, Anthem of the Falange Espafiola iadalista y de las JONS.

*1 Giuliana Di FeboRitos de guerra y de victoria en la Espafia frangu{8ilbao: DDB, 2002), 27-38.
*2|deal, 19 January 1937.

3 Conxita Mir, Vivir es sobrevivir. Justicia, orden y marginacién la Catalufia rural de posguerr@.leida,
Milenio, 2000), 189-237; Ramdn Garcia Pifieiro, iBmibonete y tricornio. Instrumentos de control pasmo
en la Asturias franquista (1937-197 Historia del Presente3 (2004), 45-64.
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that reflected the identification between the twing at the very heart of the crusade.
Particularly noteworthy are the missionary campsigarried out in remote rural areas, the
dramatised mass missions in large population centred the group celebrations of
christenings or Catholic weddings held to make aisefor the damage suffered by the
Church due to the application of the Republicanqaés secular and anti-religious legislation.
Most of these ritualised representations intendestage the return of the values and beliefs
of that traditional, essentialist and anti-modeetigrosity upon which large parts of the
middle classes and the oligarchies had been bgilthaeir particular status. Of this frenzied
anxiousness to re-Catholicise, an important elem@stthe consecration of many towns and
cities to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, with a cleaxfyiatory aim. Some of these consecrations
became tremendous manifestations of the crowd’sdllatfervour, as shown by the fact that,
in June 1945, the town of Guadix (Granada provingek in an impressive throng of 50,000
people who crowded around the cathedral, which wrasvned by a majestic image of
Christ>®

However, the most intense public liturgies wengadely the ones that formed a glorious
climax to the re-Catholicisation of the 1940s, tlve Great Popular Missions held in the cities
of Jaen and Granada. The Holy Mission in Jaen pdaée between 18 February and 9 March
1947. This involved the participation of a total& Redemptorist missionaries and members of
the order of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, presideer by Bishop Garcia y Garcia de Castro.
During the event, the priests, distributed in nuwuer places of worship, preached to the
different guilds, trades and corporations of thegy,do representatives of the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry and to workers in generatillayers, carpenters, railway workers,
peasants, mechanics, etc.). The Holy Mission endidld two grand, crowded events: the
Stations of the Cross on 26 February that caménaiie Plaza de Santa Maria, in front of the
cathedral, ending with a huge gathering of morea #@000 of the faithful; and the concluding
masses held on Sunday 2 March, at which more t5@9Q communions were givéh.

The Holy Mission in Granada took place from thed.80 October 1949, and during the

event 103 missionaries from all over Spain took.g@oth daytime and night-time religious
events were held in all of the city’s churches androvised spaces, and conferences intended
for all sections of society were run. So that th@ssionary’s voice would reach to the last
house and the most remote and secluded cornerfhéjerity of the churches and religious

buildings were installed with exterior loudspeakensd even the busiest streets and squares of

** Mary Vincent, ‘Expiation as Performative RhetdridNational-Catholicism: The Politics of GestureFinst-
Civil War Spain’,Past and Presen203 (2009), 240.

%5 Cf. Claudio Hernandez Burgdsa construccion de la Culturd49-50 andPatria, 6 June 1945.

%6 Cf. Boletin Oficial Eclesiastico del Obispado de Jaktarzo de 1947tdeal, Edicién Jaén, 12-2-1947 and 4-
3-1947.
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the city centre (Puerta Real, el Embovedado, Rii@taCampillo, Plaza de la Mariana, Plaza
Bib-Rambla, Calle San Matias and Calle Navas) wemvided with giant loudspeakers,
broadcasting the speeches that Archbishop BalbamioS y Olivera was giving on Radio
Granada. At the end of each day, a general gathefinmissionaries and parishioners took
place in el Embovedado, an iconic location wheraltar with a foliage cross, five metres high
and two metres wide, was erected. After two wedlseotic liturgical activity, the triumphant
balance sheet drawn up by the Granadan church dwoting the scope of the “Great Mission”
was the following: attendance of children: 2,00Ggeradance of adults: 40,000 to 50,000;
average attendance at each of the general gatheritiy000 to 80,000 of the faithful;
communions given during the mission: 120,000; divexamber of people participating in the
mission: 85,000; illicit matrimonial unions cancets 544>’

These devotional and patriotic ceremonies werectiyreelated to memories of the
Civil War. For this reason, the regime took car@ecupy the spaces with symbols and rites
closely linked to memory of the conflict. The CiWar occupied the streets and squares: the
changing of names began very early on, erasingtaoe of the Republican period and
putting in place new myths and heroes of the “&p&in’s” defeat. For example, in February
1937, shortly after taking the city of Malaga, fhencoist authorities announced that names
would be substituted, removing indications of thtteen who were revolting because of the
poison of their ideas; because of the cruelty amddity of their instincts; because of the ruin
they brought upon our Fatherland”, in this way nkag any trace, even the names, of this
“false Spain™®

Remembrance of the war’s martyrs and heroes beeacaatral element of the post-
war liturgy. These men would be the ideal models tfee new regime: an example of
masculinity, courage, heroism, purity, faith andréece. They had fertilised the future of the
“New Spain” with their blood® They should not be forgotten and they were to fesemt in
the victors’ imaginary. A good example of this eir presence in the public sphere, with
their names being given to the new streets andsrofthe resurgent Fatherland. Now, victors
and vanquished would live in and travel througleetls with the names of the victors. This

was not merely the case for exalted and far-off esfike José Antonio Primo de Rivera or

" Cf. Crénica de la Santa Misién General de Granadoletin Oficial Eclesiastico del Arzobispado de
Granada, Numero Extraordinario, January 1950, 111-2

%8 Archivo General de la Administracién (AGA), Mingsto del Interior. Box 3910, 20-2-1937.

% Mary Vincent, ‘The Martyrs and the Saints: maguityi and the construction of the Francoist Crusade’
History Workshop Journali4 (1999), 68-98.
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Francisco Franco, but also provincial and evenllbesoes. In the town of Santa Fe (Granada
province), next to a street bearing the name of &sgonio we find others with the names of
the two soldiers who led the coup in the nearbyipmal capital, and two more streets
dedicated to inhabitants of the town it€8IfThe Civil War and its memory “made equal”
those who fought and gave their blood for Spaimpgtiating their memory and binding the
community of the victorious.

Crosses were erected in honour of the fallen imyetavn and city. They occupied the
most important places, bearing the names of thdse lvad “fallen for God and Spain”. The
crosses linked past, present and future: they @ldle living and the dead on the same
temporal plane; like other European nations duthmeginterwar period, the nation was not
only made up of those alive at that time, but gisevious generations, those who had died,
and future generations, those who were yet to camdewvho were to ensure the eternity of the
“Fatherland”®* On many occasions, their construction was prombgethose who identified
themselves with the victorious group and by tho$e @pontaneously undertook popular
subscriptions to honour the memory of their reksf The crosses to the fallen dominated
local life, occupying the main streets or squaése example is that of Montefrio (Granada
province), whose council agreed in 1943 to raisershon the hill overlooking the place, so
that it could be “visible from everywhere in thevw’.®® The reminder of the Civil War cast
its shadow over the lives of all the residents.

On a great many occasions, their inauguration becam act ofdesagravioand
support. For example, the inauguration of the Cfosghe Fallen in Alcala la Real (Jaen
province) in 1941 was preceded by a mass-funerghenimportant abbey church of Santa
Maria la Mayor. This was attended by the town’sitlg forces”, relatives of martyrs, ex-
combatants, those persecuted or imprisoned by tmulitican authorities and all fervent
supporters of Francoism: the “community of victorgfter the service, carried out by the

vicar-general of the diocese, all those preseat fdut and met before the monument; here

% Archivo Histérico Municipal de Santa Fe (AHMSFY.2Libro de Actas of the Comisién Gestora, 17-471,93
14 April 1937 and 31 March 1937.

%l George L. Mossdsallen Soldiers49.

62 José Luis Ledesma Vera and Javier Rodrigo, ‘Cajums Espafia, martires de la libertad: victimas y
conmemoracion de la Guerra Civil en la Espafia ptisth(1936-2006)'Ayer, 63 (2006), 244.

63 Example: Archivo Histérico Municipal de MontefriddHMM), Libro de Actas of the Ayuntamiento of
Montefrio (1941-1945), Comision Gestora 10 Aprit39
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there were speeches, flags were raised, anthenessweg and the spirit of the “Crusade” was
revived once agaiff,

Like other interwar Fascist regimes, Francoism demed time to legitimise and
perpetuate itsef® Even here, the long shadow of the Civil War waseeaed, with the
reorganisation of the calendar to perpetuate atebkae remembrance of the conflict. It
would be impossible to escape reminders of theomyctthose meanings that distilled the
victors’ shared culture in each discourse, cerenam newspaper item. Popular and secular
festivals were abolished. Religious festivals amg&solinked to the Francoist regime were
imposed: National Catholicism was established enghblic sphere, creating a space for and
transmitting its ideology ... but it also penetratatb the private sphere, into families and
into individuals’ faith, beliefs and moraf8.

Political and religious commemorations suffocatdek tlives of Spaniards: the
anniversary of the Glorious National Uprising, “Yocy” day, the death oEl Ausente(the
Absent One), the Caudillo’s saint’'s day, commemonabf St Theresa ... In parallel to this,
local religious festivals were spectacularly relisteed. All these involved the remembrance of
those who had died in the conflict as well as ttiacks on ecclesiastical images during the
Republican period and the Civil War. As in Christiradition, it had been necessary to
sacrifice some of their sons to save Spain andrersuew order. In Malaga, for example,
these religious manifestations were presentedvesyaof purifying the streets, the bodies and
the minds of Spaniards. In this way, the myths #mel spirit of the Civil War were
perpetuated, making them part of the language, meuad symbology of post-war Spain,
perpetuating the division into victors and vangaisf

The nineteen-forties were marked by this “cultufeviatory”, exemplified by rites,
symbols, festivals and celebrations. Like Fasdady| the rites became integral elements of
society, which, participating in their represerdatiand in their confirmation, felt identified

with the regime that carried them &ftin fact, these “victory rites” gave shape to an

% Diario Jaén,‘Inauguracion del monumento a los caidos en AlzaReal’, 16 September 1941.

® Martin Sabrow, ‘Time and Legitimacy: Comparativeflections on the Sense of Time in the Two German
Dictatorships’,Totalitarian Movements and Political Religiqré 3 (2005), 351-69.

% Angela Cenarro, ‘Los dias de la “Nueva Espafiatteeta “Revolucién Nacional” y el peso de la tradi,
Ayer, 51 (2003), 115-34. An example for the city of #&fadia: Gil Manuel Hernandez i Marti, ‘Nacional-
catolicismo y calendario festivo en Valencia’, iavigér Tusell, Susana Sueiro, José Maria Marin yirMar
Casanova, ed<t| régimen de Franco (1936-1978Yadrid: UNED, 1993), 531-41.

67 Michael Richards, ‘Presenting arms to the BlesSadrament: civil war and Semana Santa in the dity o
Malaga, 1936-1939’, Chris Ealham and Michael RideaFhe Splintering221-2,

% Emilio Gentile, |l culto del Littorio (Roma-Bari, Laterza, 2003), 82-4.
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integrated community of victors that was separadenfthose who had lost the W&rThe
“New State’s” various forces and social supportgewpresent at these ceremonies, thus
creating an imagined community identified as theu€t Spain”, which awaited “justice”
against the abominable Republican enemies, congdedrbeings who were remote from God

and pernicious to the Fatherland’s health and éutur

The time of “Justice”: repression and destruction é the enemy

The thick sediment of cultural, allegorical, liticgl and discursive components that
we have set out conferred stability on the Frargegime. However, its importance does not
only reside in this, but also in its interactionttwisociety, as well as its spread and
consequences over time. It was to be a liquid |layeerlapping with and giving meaning to
the other two areas that allowed the “New StateSuovive: repression and socioeconomic
interests. Some towns in Eastern Andalusian offea perfect framework for observing this
interaction, revealing the links between cultural aeality, but also between local and
national politics.

We cannot understand Francoism without repressioriiue pillar of the “New
State”’® The machinery of terror and annihilation was esakrfor the paralysis and
elimination of possible opponents: extra-judiciallikgs, military trials, the Ley de
Responsabilidades Politica@olitical Responsibilities Law), exile, prisonprcentration
camps... The violence was so brutal that in 19991dysestimated that Francoist repression,
including the Civil War and post-war periods, clana startling 150,000 victims. Even today
new local studies are appearing, increasing tigisréi and rescuing the names of those who
disappeared*

In interwar authoritarian regimes, repression aiudence were not simply imposed
from above: in Nazi Germany, the civil populatiolayed an active role in the tasks of

policing, control and repression, participating amdlaborating “from below” by means of

% Pedro Pay4, ‘Violencia, legitimidad y poder lodad. construccién simbolica de la dictadura franguen una
comarca alicantina. El Vinalopé medio, 1939-194&isado y Memorial (2002), 197-222.

0 Angela Cenarro, ‘Muerte y subordinacién en la Bspianquista: el imperio de la violencia como bdsk
“Nuevo Estado™ Historia Socia) 30 (1998), 5-22.

™ santos Juli, edVictimas de la Guerra CivilMadrid: Temas de Hoy, 1999), 410. Javier Rodridasta la
raiz. Violencia durante la Guerra Civil y la dictadh franquista(Madrid: Alianza, 2008).
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denunciations, reports and testimdfyn the Spanish case, recent studies have shown the
decisive and enthusiastic participation of the pafpan in the annihilation and punishment of
the Republicans. By analysing military trials iretndalusian district of Los Pedroches,
Peter Anderson has shown that on 70 percent ofsmotathe proceedings began on the
initiative of members of civil society who, keen tbtain “Franco’s justice” and fair
retribution for the death of family members, werecl to denounce their neighbours. Their
denunciations and statements show a view of theuliiean enemy as monstrous and
unnatural, the Civil War as a unique event and ghaishment and annihilation of the
vanquished as the reward expected from Francoimee§’

The application of théey de Responsabilidades Politicagated similar tendencies.
As is known, this measure went beyond the mereigdlypunishment of the vanquished: as
well as imposing death penalties and prison sesteribe courts decreed the confiscation of
the accused’s property, in this way making therilifficult for that person’s family* With
the head of the family dead or in prison and h@pprty confiscated, his family members
would be plunged into poverty, another corridof~niancoism’s maze of repression. In fact,
the highest authorities in Andalusian towns did hesitate to publish reports regarding the
political activities and ideas of the accused, mgkiise of residents’ collaborative efforts to
this end. Mayors, local Falange heads, Civil Guafters, parish priests and even military
commanders wrote an enormous number of reporisgfithem with the official language
and values which presented the Republican enemaysabhuman, cruel and barbarous being.
For example, in the file of the Socialist day lalyulosé Maria Arco Soto, of Montefrio
(Granada province), all the authorities gave ewedeagainst him. According to the local
Falange head, “during the period of red dominatio®,was the leader of the hordes”; the

2 Robert GellatelyThe Gestapo and German Society: Enforcing Racidic{,01933-1945(Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1990).

"3 peter AndersoriThe Fracoist Military Trials by the same author, ‘Singling Out Victims: Deniation and
Collusion in the Post-Civil War Francoist Repressio Spain, 1939-1945European History Quarterly39, 1
(2009), 7-26; and ‘In the Interests of Justice?sGm@ots Prosecution and Collaboration in Franddiitary
Trials, 1939-1945’European Contemporary Histgrit8, 1 (2009), 24-44. This idea was previouslyregped
in: Angela Cenarro, ‘Matar, vigilar y delatar: laigbra de la sociedad civil durante la guerra gdaguerra en
Espafia (1936-1948)Hlistoria Socia) 44 (2002), 65-86. Conxita Mir, ‘El sino de losne&los: la represion
franquista en la Catalufia rural de posguerra’,asa@ova, Julian, edvjorir, matar, sobrevivir. La violencia en
la dictadura de FrancdBarcelona: Critica, 2002), 123-93. Francisco CBmmero, ‘Represion y persecucion
de minorias y disidentes en las dictaduras fasc&teopeas del periodo de entreguerras. (Los apmgiales y
la colaboracion de ciudadanos comunes. La Alenfani#’ y la Espafia FranquistaEspai/Temps45 (2005),
13-50, see 44-9.
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Civil Guard said that “under Marxist rule he conext all kinds of outrages”; and the mayor
stated that this “enthusiastic propagandist anggisator of Soviet ideas” opposed the
“Glorious Uprising” with the “aim of achieving thiastallation of a Marxist regime’™ Arco
Soto was taken to the Provincial Prison in Gran&ttavever, in 1945 repression was still
underway. Even then, some residents of the towrtiraged to commit themselves to
repression: together with the reports of the autilesr and inspectors appointed for that
purpose, two residents stated that he had no pyofer

The participation of a section of society in regies went beyond denunciations and
statements. Some would even form part of the machiensuring residents were stripped of
their property, participating in the process of ftswation. The judge would appoint an
inspector from among the inhabitants of a placeawy out the appropriate investigations,
asking for information from banks and land regisiffices, speaking to neighbours, étc.
This arduous task meant an obvious political commaitt to Francoism: these men would
visit the houses of relations, making an inventofyitems of value, contemplating the
terrified faces of the Republican families. Supptof common values and ideas, they did
not hesitate to participate in the punishment thegsidered just and appropriate for the
annihilation of a “subhuman Republican enemy”. he ttown of Montefrio, of the 28
complete files analysed, we find no less than 2f@érdint inspectors; some of them even lent
their services to different proceedin§sBoth right-wing inspectors and technicians, marked
by the experience of the war and repositories af toulture of victory”, did not hesitate to
participate in the processes that dispossessedidamiith a Republican or socialist tradition
of their property. For instance, Alfonso Pérez Gaaxted as an inspector in various actions
against his neighbours. Farmer and small propestyeo, he was monarchical councillor for
Accion Popular (Popular Action) and head of thehGhlt trade union in the town during the
Second Republic. At 38, after the uprising, he aaested by the Republicans; nonetheless,
he managed to escape and fled to the rebel areagwile joined the Falange and took up the
position of councillor in one of the “New Statef'st town councils. By 1940 he was already

" A pioneering study: Conxita Mir, Fabian Corretgédaloan Saguéfepressié econdmica i franquisme:
L'actuacié del Tribunal de Responsabilitats Polieg a la provincia de LleidéBarcelona: Publicacions de
I'Abadia de Montserrat, 1997).

S Archivo de la Real Chancilleria de Granada (ARChG®sponsabilidades Politicas file of José MarieoA
Soto, 5-9-1941, 23-11-1941 and 13-1-1937.

"®|bid., Statements of 31-3-1945.

" For example: AGA, Justicia, box 256, file of JMaria Alvarez Jiménez.
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head of the Montefrio Hermandad de Labradores (Brbobod of Farmworkers), the
agricultural trade union of the Francoist regiffie.

The division between victors and vanquished becemdent. The socioeconomic
profile of the accused fitted with that of the Rblicans, who belonged to the lower and
lower-middle classes: of the 28 defendants, onlyofilehem had any kind of property and
these people had only small or very small propeffieOn the other hand, the inspectors
belonged to the modest and heterogeneous middisedal8 out of 20 of them would have
urban or rural propert}

It is clear that Francoism’s social supports pgréited in the regime’s values and
beliefs, and also the morality that this regime acudited. In this way, many people’s
behaviour was conditioned by fear and coerciorEranco’s Spain, too, there existed a “self-
policing society” It was the very residents of Spanish towns aniéscivho became the
censors of the ideas, attitudes and habits of te#aw citizens. Francoism granted them the
possibility of participating in social and moralntool, watching over the country’s “health”
and many did not hesitate to make the most ofdpmortunity. The fear of being denounced,
of being singled out for negative treatment by dléhorities, became something widespread
and everyday: that time was the beginning of setfsorship, internal exile and, above all,
silence. Francoism’s supporters thus became repestof a disciplinary and sovereign
power that was able to seal their enemies’ fatd whe ability to decide between life and

death®®

8 We refer to 28 ‘expedientes de incautacién dedsie(property confiscation files) deposited in thEA,
Justicia section, box 256.

" Archivo Histérico Provincial de Granada (AHPG),S8, boxes 7197 and 7218.

8 Some examples: AGA, Justicia. Comisién Provindialincautacion de Bienes de Granada. Box 256¢file
Antonio Blanco Ruiz, 24-10-1936; and file of Peéeregrina Mazuela, 14-12-1936.

81 AGA, Justicia, box 256. Padron of the inhabitasftdlontefrio, 1922. Catastro de RUstica. Padrét/deana
of 1940.

8 We apply here the concept of Robert Gellat®wcking Hitler: consent and coercion in Nazi Geran
Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2001. This ideas taxisen in, among others: Oscar Rodriguez Bayreira
“Cuando lleguen los amigos de Negrin...” Actitudesividuales y opinion publica ante la Il Guerra Mial
en una provincia del Sur. Almeria, 1939-194%'storia y Politica. Ideas, procesos y movimiergosiales 18,
(2007), 295-323.

8 Michel FoucaultHay que defender la socieda@ladrid: Akal, 2004), 206.
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The political economy of “Franco’s Justice”: satisying the interests of the
victors and destroying the vanquished

Participating and collaborating with the regimeisstitutions, Francoism’s social
supports would obtain their own “Justice” in madérierms. In the context of the terrible
economic crisis of the post-war period, they woskk their private interests fulfilled,
obtaining a just reward for their contribution tostalling the regime and ensuring its
permanence. In this sense, too, those who hadheswvar would also face their neighbours,
the victors, and suffer the terrible consequenédiseopolitical autarchy.

There has been criticism of the irrationality of gutarchy’'s economic modéiThese
points of view, as well as failing to take into saderation the autarchical model’'s cultural
and political goals, have focussed their analyseshe economic results obtained by the
Spanish economy as a whole, showing that certaicdypomic growth came to a halt and that
economic crisis characterised the post-war yeawsveder, a more careful local analysis
shows the cultural and political coherence of thchical model: Francoism’s social bases
avoided the poor economic conditions and, in soases, progressed economically; on the
other hand, the most disadvantaged classes cameddace with povert§? Meanwhile, the
“culture of victory” legitimised and sanctioned taerichment of those who had won the war.
It justified the permissiveness of the authorit@sards their fraudulent practices and, at the
same time, it justified the punishment of the lotved those who were never part of the
regime’s social bases, demanding from them theifie@cmecessary for the economic
independence and redemption of Spain.

The autarchy meant the adoption of a highly intetemist system. Suddenly, a
regime that affirmed the continuity of the war po®d its men with an unprecedented
weapon: controlling their neighbours’ food supptywould be these new men, a reflection of
Francoism’s social bases, ex-combatants markedhéyekperience of the Civil War and
imbued with the official culture of Francoism, whmuld control the work on, production,
sale and distribution of food and products in eacka® The administration of rationing

8 For example, Carlos Barciela and Maria Inmaculagigez Ortiz, ‘El fracaso de la politica agraria gemer

franquismo, 1939-1959. Veinte afios perdidos paegieultura espafiola’, in Carlos Barciela, éditarquia y

mercado negro. El fracaso econdémico del primer d@amo, 1939-195@arcelona: Critica, 2003), 55-93.

8 Miguel Angel del Arco BlancoHambre de siglos'. Mundo rural y apoyos sociale$ flanquismo en
Andalucia Oriental (1936-19515ranada: Comares, 2007), 378.

8 Miguel Angel del Arco Blanco, “Hombres nuevos'l:gersonal politico del primer franquismo en el mhoin
rural del sureste espafiol (1936-195Ryer, 65 (2007), 237-67. See also: Francisco Cobo Roraed Teresa
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cards, which lasted until 1952, was in their hanls:survival of their neighbours depended
on their decisions.

The regime’s social supports enjoyed the authatitiedulgence. Perhaps the best
example of this was the workings of testraperloor black market. According to an English
traveller writing in 1946, the entire Spanish natiach and poor alike, was involved in the
black market, yet the army, the authorities, thhgda-rancoist bureaucracy and the regime’s
social supports were not punished for fi¥hose who were caught out were almost always
from the lowest classes. In Almeria province, altréisout of 100 of those charged belonged
to the lowest classes: unemployed, day labouresskens and a striking number of widows.
86 out of 100 had no property or economic capaciteall®®

Furthermore, Francoism’s social bases were beti@pped to face the situation. The
heterogeneous rural middle classes (small and mmedized traders and industrialists, but
above all small and large farmers and even landjoléd access to food resources and
products, ensuring their survival through direchsiamption or by means of a small black
market tolerated by the authorities. It was evessfde for some to enrich themselves
spectacularly. The municipality of Santa Fe produseme surprising results. Between 1936
and 1951, of the 27 administrators with agricultunéerests, 12 of them became property
owners or increased the size of their agricultpralperties (more than 44 percent), 12 held
their properties intact (44.4 percent) and only pneperties of three were reduced in size
(11.11 percent)® One example is the case of Fausto Rodriguez Rasirign 1936, at 40
years of age, he did not work his own land. Aftening the Falange, fighting the Civil War,
holding party positions (assistant local head idQ%head of the Hermandad de Labradores
from 1944 to 1960) and being a local councillom®zdn 1944 and 1947, his prospects would
improve remarkably. The defence of the “valueshef Crusade” and his close adherence to
the regime bore fruit: in 1945 he obtained propeatiittle more than 2 hectares, but in 1951
he had over 12 hectares of agricultural land in&&e aloné®

Maria Ortega Lépez, “No sélo Franco. La heteroggatide los apoyos sociales al régimen fanquist@a y |

composicion de los poderes locales. Andalucia, N1%BEB", Historia Socia) 51 (2005), 49-71.

87 The National Archives (TNA), FO 371/603Report18-4-1946.

8 Archivo Histérico Provincial de Almeria (AHPA), G@\Imeria Fiscalia Provincial de Tasas Files, 1945,

boxes 734 and 735.

8 AHMSF, Appendix of the catastro de rastica. AHRGcienda, Catastro de rastica. Cédulas de propiedad
Leg. 223/1 and 223/2.

% AHMSF, Appendix of the catastro de rastica. AHRGcienda, Catastro de rastica. Cédulas de propiedad
Leg. 223/1 and 223/2; AHMSF, 279 Libro de actashef Comision Gestora, Comision Gestora 26-9-1944;
AHPG, AISS boxes 7111, 7219 and 72083.
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The socioeconomic repression provides evidencetlieatulture of victory and social
realities went hand in hand. The Montefrio smatlleol Alfonso Pérez Garcia, referred to
above, collaborated with the Tribunal Résponsabilidades Politicagersecuting the town’s
left-wing families. He shared that “culture of vocy” and participated in a number of the
regime’s local institutions. The socioeconomic teswof his political loyalty are evident:
owning just 0.15 hectares in 1936, in 1946 he farBe&’2. He shared the values of the
Francoist regime, but he also acted to repressahguished, thereby obtaining a reward.

Meanwhile, for the vanquished there was only hungad misery: in short,
socioeconomic repression. The lowest classes didhawe productive resources. Many
families had been destroyed by the execution ohtfa of the family as well as through the
exile or imprisonment of family members. Away frdahe prisons and cemeteries, life went
on: the families of those on the losing side hadtoid hunger and it was necessary to
struggle to survive. Great political dreams werggdtten, and replaced with a day-to-day
fight that often involved breaking the laws of tti@y in order to cling to life, carrying out
silent resistance that would mark the terrible yezfrthe nineteen-forti€. They resorted to
the black market in order to survive, although alihorities, directed by the regime’s social
supports, were a constant obstacle in this regaftdle the great black market, of the large
goods vans of wheat, went undetected, the “blackk@ebaof the poor” was punished with
fines which, if unpaid, would mean the accused wwiken straight to labour camps.
Repression also occurred outside the prisons:déhelegal system was a weapon ready to be
used against the weaké&&tHowever, the constant fight against legality woaltviate the
conditions of the most underprivileged, as wellim#olving silent resistance and protest
which shows that those who remained outside themuamity of victory were also presett.

The extreme economic situation would condition peat life. Dying of hunger would
become a sad possibility for some. The perpetuaifaie regime also worked in this way:
not only because, as we have seen, it undermireeth#jority’s dreams of redemption, but
also because Francoism took advantage of thistisitualhe regime’s social policy was

L AHPG, Hacienda, Catastro de rustica. Cédulas diguad, Leg. 192/4-192-6

92 James ScotEveryday forms of peasant resistarfblew Haven: Yale University Press, 1984); and iyday
forms of peasant resistanc&he Journal of Peasant Studids, 2 (1986), 5-35.

% Miguel Gémez Oliver and Miguel Angel del Arco Btam ‘El estraperlo: forma de resistencia y arma de
represién en el primer franquism&tudia Histoérica. Historia Contemporane2d (2005), 179-99.

% Juan Francisco Gémez Westermeyer, ‘Historia ddelincuencia en la sociedad espafiola: Murcia 1939-
1949, PhD thesis, Universidad de Murcia, 2006.
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aimed at creating support: institutions like Auxiocial (Social Aid) were intended to attract
the population, of course attempting to instil tagime’s ideology in those who received aid,
but also offering paternalist services that wouldke the difficult post-war conditions
lighter®® In Almeria, the Frente de Juventudes (Youth Frasp carried out this role of
assistance, and perhaps for this reason it is ungirising that the majority of its militants
belonged to the lowest classes or were childrehage on the losing side of the Civil WAr.
Francoism was not averse to carrying out a sociaeplogical policy in order to integrate
and recruit the mass&5.Recent research into Seville province seems ticatel that
sometimes the regime was successful: we shouldignare the Falangist programme’s
powers of integration, as shown by the large nundbdfalange members belonging to the
lowest classe¥ However, what is certain is that the “discourseviutory”, designed to

exclude and differentiate, made the integratiothefvanquished a complicated matter.

% Ana Cabana, ‘Minar la paz social. Retrato de kflamividad en Galicia durante el primer franquisimAyer,

61, (2006), 267-88.

% Angela Cenarrola sonrisa de Falange: Auxilio Social en la gueniail y en la posguerrgBarcelona:
Critica, 2005), 148-59.

7 Oscar Rodriguez Barreira, ‘El Frente de Juventesedlmeria. Andlisis politico-social de una dekiga de
FET-JONS en los 40, unpublished research projgwiversidad de Almeria, 2002.

% Carme Molinerola captacién de las masas: politica social y progmagg en el régimen franquis{dadrid:

Catedra, 2005), 210-1.

% José Antonio Parej&efioritos, jornaleros y falangistéSeville, Bosque de Palabras, 2008), 95-98.
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Conclusion

During the interwar period, the Western world whaken by a profound economic,
political and cultural crisis. In a context in whithe old liberal order suffered from general
discredit and the emergence of new political fosubr exalting the Nation, conceived as a
live body, and one necessarily provided with a @uafli cohesion. In this new context, the
Fascists turned the traditional forms of politi@tperience around, contributing to the
creation of scepticism towards democracy and it liberalism’s elites, designated as
“decrepit” and “ineffective”. Fascism had arisenaasovement of political action profoundly
imbued with a forceful rejection of the representiand parliamentary system of pre-war
liberalism. The Fascists called for a reconcepsatibbn of the Nation, now understood as a
vital community possessing a memorable shared past, frequently revealed through a
copious relation of myths, fables, allegories aymiisols.

The rise and installation of Francoism was no eboep Franco’s regime was a
product of a civil war that involved the crystadiieon of an ideology uniting both previously-
existing and new cultural components with a Fasmisintensely Fascistised origin. In the
rearguard and on the front line, a “culture of ergt would be created that, not without
difficultly, would grant unity to the rebel groughis culture was not only imposed from
above, but it also arose due to a combination tiexy traditions and new situations. At that
time, mythical and regenerative elements arosertfaate it possible to see the “Crusade” as
the decisive moment when the “true Spain” woule@ fiom its ashes. These visions were
embraced by heterogeneous groups on the right anddoy the varied range of social classes
who fought to end the Republic. In the clamour attle, the culture would become an
element uniting the victors.

The Civil War ended. Yet Franco’s regime advocdteriperpetuation of its memory
and non-reconciliation: thus the forties becametinuation of this culture of war, of this
culture of victory which was a constant remindeboth the “Crusade’s” validity and an idea
of Spain that discriminated between victors andgqushed. The “community of victory” and
its values would remain alive in the post-war périintegrating and giving strength to
Francoism’s political project.

As some of the local examples given in this arts®w, the “culture of victory”

conditioned the lives, perceptions and actionsrah&oism’s supporters, making it possible
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for the community of victors and the regime itdelfinteract. This is an explanation for the
direct involvement of many men and women in theknaf repression, control and policing
of the so-called “enemies of Spain”. It would aés@lain the participation that the regime’s
social supports were ready to provide in differéietds. Through these institutions, the
management of power would follow the same logidhe& “culture of victory”: the victors
would negotiate the difficult post-war conditionsida even obtain tempting benefits;
meanwhile, the vanquished, the lowest classes,dMotd trapped by poverty and hunger, a
continuation of the repressive maze in which theuhd find themselves in Franco’s Spain.
The “culture of victory”, constructed on mythicgh@oaches that arose during the
Civil War, became an essential element —althowglihre only one— used by the regime in its
search for stability and a long life. Francoismdgial supports, those heterogeneous middle
classes that actively participated in the movensebtith during the Civil War and in its
continuity during the post-war period, extracteahirthose mythical approaches a “corpus” of
ideas and values in which to believe. It was thikuce that helped them to interpret the
convulsed world in which they lived as a realitatthvas in need of profound regeneration,
giving them the necessary justification to elimeahe enemy and guarantee their own

economic progress.

[MAP 1]

Map 1. Eastern Andalusia: the provinces of Maldgan, Granada and Almeria
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