uerre, violence opportuniste ou ritualisée, crispa-
tion territoriale, expression de la force et du pou-
voir sont des notions fréquemment mises en avant pour
caractériser I'dge du Bronze, époque marquée par une
accélération des processus de hiérarchisation des sociétés.

A travers quatre sessions, 'objectif de ce colloque sera de
discuter ces considérations a partir de sources relatives
a l'organisation, individuelle ou collective, technique ou
symbolique, des manifestations de violence et de guerre.
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Structural violence and ideological permeability:
exercise of coercion in southeast Spain during
the Bronze Age

Juan Antonio Camara Serrano, José Andrés Afonso Marrero,
Liliana Spanedda, Gabriel Martinez Fernandez and Fernando Molina Gonzalez

Résumé

Les archéologues utilisent le terme de culture argarique pour les sociétés qui occuperent le sud-est ibérique
durant les 4ges du Bronze ancien et moyen (2100/2050-1550/1500 av. J.-C.). La fréquence des armes
dans le mobilier sépulcral, ainsi que la variété des formes et des qualités, font penser i Iexistence d'une
société ol le guerrier avait un rdle fondamental. La mobilisation et laffichage des ressources inhumées
étaient des piéces indispensables des mécanismes idéologiques de reproduction sociale. Pourtant, si la
capacité d'acquérir et de maintenir des armes, pour finalement les déposer dans des tombes, pouvait
garantir une certaine position pour une personne, elle ne signifiait pas, dans la plupart des cas, une amé-
lioration substantielle des conditions de vie. En ce sens, le secteur social de base des « guerriers » était loin
des privileges de Iélite. Néanmoins, son existence était une condition requise pour maintenir et propager
l'illusion d’une possible amélioration des conditions sociales et la perpétuation de la situation de violence
structurelle d’état qui caractérise les sociétés argariques. Dans cette contribution, nous discuterons de ces
problémes & partir du registre archéologique d’un groupe de sites archéologiques situés sur les hauts-pla-
teaux orientaux de la province de Grenade (Espagne).

Abstract

Archacologists refer to the societies that settled the lberian Southeast during the Early and Middle Bronze Ages
(2100/2050-1550/1500 cal BC) as the Argaric culture. The occurrence of weapons in male tombs together with
their variability and quality underline the fundamental role of the warrior in these societies. The exhibition of
wealth and power during the funeral were an essential part of the ideological mechanisms that allowed social
regeneration. Although the ability to acquire, maintain weapons, and finally deposit them in the tombs could
guarantee social recognition, in many cases, it did not mean a substantial improvement of living conditions. In this
sense, the basal layer of “warriors” was far from the high status elite. However, its existence was an unavoidable in
maintaining and propagating the illusion of a possible improvement in social status and perpetuating the ingrained
violence that characterizes the Argaric societies. In this paper, we aim to discuss these issues using data from a series

of archacological sites located in the Eastern High Plateaus of Granada province (Spain).
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Cerro dela Virgen
Castellon Alto

"~ Terrera del Reloj

Cuesta del Negro

Figure 1 - Location of sites mentioned in the text in relation to Argar Culture area (drawing: A. Dorado based on Bingmap).

1. Structural Violence as Way to Exercise
Social Control

Beyond the temporary use of physical violence (wars, poli-
tics of terror, and revolts), to reproduce a system of exploita-
tion (Micd, 2020), violence is exercised in multiple and conti-
nuous ways to promote and guarantee social submission. This
allows us to state the existence of “structural violence” (Vila-
Mitja, 2013; Cdmara ez al., 2016; Castro and Escoriza, 2016;
Duboso and Gibaja, 2016). In fact, structural violence usually
occurs in a hidden way, implying discrimination due to the ins-
titutionalization of restricted access to certain products or ser-
vices (Dubosco and Gibaja, 2016), due to physical limitations
to displacement (Cdmara ez al., 2016), and, mainly, due to the
constraints that ideological control imposes on the possibilities
of subversion (Therborn, 1987; Redmond and Spencer, 2012).
In this sense, structural violence, deep down, guides any other
form of violence, political, symbolic or daily (Cdmara ez /.,
2016), all the mechanisms that can be used to limit the capa-
city for action of a sector of the population (Tyner and Inwood
2014). The dominated people channel their hopes, in this
way, on utopias (Puente Ojea, 1989) or resort to other means
of escape, often in the literal sense, and open revolt is rarely
reached (Cancelado, 2008). Finally, it is often only the “threat”
of aggression itself, although this usually does not take place,
that guarantees system reproduction, thus based on violence,

and, as we shall see, the participation of the dominated classes
in this process can acquire aspects of active collaboration in the
repression promoted from the elite (Mic6, 2020) as early as the
European Bronze Age, in the II millennium cal BC.

2. Argar Culture in Southeastern Iberia

Argar Culture developed in Southeastern Iberia between
2100/2050 and 1300 cal BC (Molina ez al., 2019), although
some authors consider that from 1550/1500 cal BC a post-arga-
ric period should be considered because of the important trans-
formations taking place and the drastic reduction of intra-site
burials (Lull ez a/., 2011). This Bronze Age culture is defined by
traits such as terraced habitat, usually on easily defensible hills,
specific objects (chalices, carinated vessels, and metal weapons
fitted with rivets, for example), and, above all, a funerary ritual
defined by individual (familiar) burials below houses. Concer-
ning its social organization, the existence of classes has not only
been proposed according to territorial and urban planning,
and, differential consumption, especially in the form of grave
goods (Lull and Risch, 1995; Cdmara and Molina 2011; Lull
et al., 2011; Molina et al., 2018), but also the constant use of
physical violence or the threat of it has been emphasized from
the location and design of the villages and, above all, the proli-
feration of weapons ( Lull ez 4/, 2017 and 2018).
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However, some authors tend to minimize violence by discus-
sing the actual use of the so-called daggers as weapons (Brand-
heim ez al., 2011) and stating the small number of individuals
with stab wound marks (Aranda ez a/., 2009). Despite this last
objection, in our opinion, there is no doubt that not the entire
population was buried and, therefore, most of those killed by
violence may be absent from the Argaric funeral records, and
most of known cranial trauma have been recognized in sur-
viving individuals (Jiménez ez al. 2009). In any case, some
possible examples of injuries by metallic weapons have been
referred (Jover ez al. 2018) although the most known example
comes from a non-argaric site, La Motilla del Azuer (Daimiel,
Ciudad Real) (Ndjera ez @/ 2010). Furthermore, to charac-
terize violence in society, we shouldn’t prioritize the evidence
of violent deaths but the constant presence and threat of vio-
lence (structural violence) and the importance of participa-
ting (as aggressor or victim) in the various forms of violence
may have had for the generation / maintenance of the social
position.

3. Weapon Access and Social Control in
Eastern Granada Plateaus

Sample for this study consists of 240 individuals (157 adults,
71 men and 66 women among them) and 42 artifacts (37
daggers, 4 axes and 1 halberd) found as grave goods in 4 Arga-
ricsites (fig. 1). The chronology covered for these settlements
ranges between 1950 and 1500 cal BC. Data will allow us
to discuss, firstly, the role of weapons as symbols of certain
social positions, and, later, we will be able to assess the role
of the threat of violence, rather than direct aggression, in the
keeping of social order.

3.1. Cuesta del Negro (Purullena)

Cuesta del Negro site (fig. 2a) was excavated in early 1970%,
defining 7 areas. Argaric huts, with graves below their floors,
are located through areas A to E, while a special building, a
bastion, and a separated hill-fort were located in areas F and
G (Molina and Pareja, 1975; Molina ez al., 2019).

36 Argaric graves containing 48 individuals (15 infants and
35 adults, from which 14 males and 12 females) have been
recorded. Eight of them are double (tombs 2, 6,9, 10, 19, 21,
29 and 31) and two triple (tombs 4 and 8).

33 dating on human bones from Cuesta del Negro have been
published, providing a time lapse between 1950 and 1500 cal
BC for Argaric occupation (Molina ez a/., 2019). A Late Bronze
Age village was built over the remains of the Argaric village
between 1450 and 1300 cal BC (Molina and Dorado, 2018).
Among the different grave goods, 10 daggers have been
found (Cdmara and Molina, 2011), including 1 associated with
an old woman (grave 29) and another with a child (grave 35).

3.2. Cerro de la Virgen (Orce)

Cerro de la Virgen site (fig. 2b) was first excavated in 1960’s
by W. Schiile (Schiile, 1980). After a Chalcolithic occu-
pation from 2550 cal BC onwards (Molina ez al., 2017),
different changes in urbanism and fortification systems took
place (Cdmara ez al., 2018), and Argaric features can be
traced, at least, from 1900 to 1600 cal BC, as suggested by the
24 published dating of Argaric graves (Molina ez al., 2014).
The Argaric sample includes 26 individuals (10 infants and 16
adults, from which 7 males and 7 females), in 20 tombs. The
human remains of 3 graves were excluded since they are sup-
posed to be pre-Argaric (tombs 30A, 30B and 30C) because
their earlier dates and the absence of grave goods (Molina
et al., 2014 and 2016). As usual, several graves contained
more than one individual (tombs 4, 6, 22 and 29), while
others received the same numbering but are independent
tombs (21A, 21B) (Molina et /., 2016).

The grave goods assemblage is relatively abundant in metal-
lic items, but there are only 5 daggers. One of them (the
largest) is associated with a child-young adult (grave 1) and
another with a possible old female buried in a monumental
tomb (grave 14) (Molina ez al., 2016).

3.3. Terrera del Reloj (Dehesas de Guadix)

Terrera del Reloj site (fig. 2¢) was excavated in early
1980’s (Molina et al., 1986). The published dating on domes-
tic contexts and unpublished dating on human remains sug-
gest an Argaric occupation between 1800 and 1600 cal BC.
20 individuals (8 infants and 12 adults, half of them female)
in 15 tombs have been recorded and 2 axes, 1 knife and 3 dag-
gers have been found as grave goods. A dagger is supposedly
associated with a woman (grave 15) in a tomb where a couple
was buried with two daggers. The most important feature to
bear in mind about this site is the frequent use of axes as grave
goods. This last has also be seen at the Castellén Alto site.

3.4. Castellén Alto (Galera)

Castellén Alto site (fig. 2d) was also excavated in early
1980s (Molina et al., 1986) but extensive excavations were
also performed in 1989, 2001 and 2002, allowing spatial ana-
lysis (Cdmara and Molina, 2010) and adequate public disse-
mination (Moreno and Haro, 2008). The site has four main
areas: Upper, Middle and Lower Terraces, and East Slope.
They were defined according to natural and artificial features.
Available dating show an Argaric occupation between 1900
and 1600 cal BC. Although 131 tombs have been identified,
some were plundered before the 1983 campaign and others
have yet to be excavated. A total of 109 contained human
remains and 146 individuals have been studied (52 infants
and 94 adults, from which 44 males and 41 females). The
recovered grave goods include one halberd, two axes, and 18
daggers. There are two daggers associated with infants (graves
10 and 52) and another with a woman (grave 66).
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Figure 2 - a) Cuesta del Negro site (photo: A. Dorado); b) Cerro de la Virgen site (photo: Paisajes espafioles-Research Group HUM274); ) Terrera del Reloj
site (photo: Paisajes espafioles-Research Group HUMZ274); d) Castelldn Alto site (photo: Research Group HUMZ274).

4. Did All The "Warriors” Belong To The
Same Social Category?

First data already show that weapons are also associated
with women and children. Both cases demonstrate the
weapons’ symbolic value as an expression of full belon-
ging to the community and, therefore, of a certain social
rank (Cdmara, 2001).

If we take into account the differences in measurements
of weapons (Spanedda ez al., 2018) recovered at settle-
ments as Cerro de la Virgen and Cuesta del Negro (fig.
3) a fragmentation of the Argaric culture in numerous
independent social formations can be suggested, according
to the absence of homogeneity. The same conclusion can
be reached if regarding the differences in arsenic contents
even between weapons of relatively near sites as Terrera del
Reloj and Castellén Alto (Bashore ez al., 2014).
Variability within the settlements in weapons typo-
logy (Cdmara and Molina, 2011; Spanedda ez a/., 2018)

and arsenic contents (Bashore ez al., 2014) suggests diffe-
rences in social position. In any case, to contrast this state-
ment, other factors such as chronology (Lull ez a/., 2017,
2018) or the sample provenance from particular areas wit-
hin the sites should be considered. In fact, at Cerro de la
Virgen appears to have been only excavated the area where
the elite resided (Molina ez /., 2016). At this site, the
monumental tombs (14, 21 and 22) served as a reference
for the location of tombs in later periods, suggesting an
attempt to establish a deeper connection with the most dis-
tant generations (Molina ez al., 2014).

At Cuesta del Negro there are notorious formal diffe-
rences (fig. 4) between the weapons that co-occur with
precious metals as graves goods and the other weapons
recovered at this site (Cdmara and Molina, 2011). Two
special cases are the dagger associated to the infant buried
in grave 35 (with prestige items as grave goods) that shows
intermediate traits, and the dagger associated to the woman
buried in grave 29 that shows special traits according its

measurements.
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Figure 5 - Halberd and long dagger from Castellén Alto grave 109 (photo: D. Garcia-Research Group HUMZ274).

Clearly, armed individuals did not only belong to the upper social
groups but also to the basal levels but not to the lower classes.
Basal class individuals were not only able to use weapons (and
other items) as symbols of full belonging to the community but
also as instruments that, through threat or true aggression as ser-
vice to the elite, guaranteed them access to extra resources. Howe-
ver, social differences became more acute over time, as seems to
be seen even in protein consumption (Molina ez 4/, 2019).
These hypothesies can be better explored at Castellén Alto
site, due to the extensive nature of the excavations in a small
site (less than 200 inhabitants), where social differences, in
any case, would be less marked (Cdmara and Molina, 2011).
At Castellén Alto Upper Terrace, there is a separate acropolis
where, despite the high number of plundered tombs, there
still were unearthed burials with rich grave goods. Tomb 109
is one of the few inland Argar examples with a long dagger
and halberd (fig. 5), an association that in coastland Argar
indicates a high status (Lull ez 2/, 2018). Available dating for
this tomb 109 (Ua37889, 3435 + 40 BP, 1872-1643 1o cal
BC according to the IntCal20 curve, Reimer ez al., 2020) is
slightly late concerning the general proposals. In fact, it seems
that from 1800 cal BC halberds were replaced by axes, exten-
ding the use of axe-dagger association to people not belonging
to the highest class. In this late date the highest elite chose
to exhibit its social position by a new type of weapon, the
sword (Lull ez al., 2017 and 2018). This tendency towards
weapons of greater length, related to new ways to fight, could
explain the length of Castellén Alto tomb 109 dagger and also
the sizes of other weapons assigned to the upper social classes
at Cerro de la Virgen and Cuesta del Negro.

Another remarkable feature of the weapons recovered at Cas-
tellén Alto tomb 109 is that they show much higher arsenic
contents than the remaining studied items at the site, inclu-
ding the weapons. So halberd offers the highest value with an
arsenic weight percentage upper than 10, an aspect that only
shared with the tomb 103 dagger, while only the tomb 109
long dagger and on the tomb 77 dagger have values between 5
and 10. An axe from tomb 5, at Terrera del Reloj, offers simi-
lar figures that stand out in an even arsenic percentages lower
context (Bashore et al., 2014).

In any case, given the small size of the Castellén Alto settlement,
it is very likely that its leaders were only part of a secondary
and peripheral elite, unable to access sufficient resources to gua-
rantee a sumptuous display at their funerals.

In other areas of the Castellon Alto Upper Terrace but out
acropolis, tombs lack grave goods suggesting dependency and
extreme poverty as also proposed for some graves at Cuesta del
Negro site (Cdmara and Molina, 2010).

In any of the other village areas, Middle and Lower Terraces, and
East Slope, some tombs show grave goods with precious metals (sil-
ver) and weapons. Sometimes there are even associations of axes
and daggers as in tombs 38 and 121. While the axe itself, as Terrera
del Reloj shows should be, like the dagger, a symbol of belonging
to the community and of ability to serve the elite, the axe-dagger
association reveals an ideologically intermediate level, as also seen
in the arsenic content of some weapons (tombs 77 and 103 ones).
These tombs are located at the ends of each settlement terrace
or on their highest zones (fig. 6). From there, they control visi-
bility towards the exterior, accesses, and the terraces’ internal
traffic and between them (Cdmara and Molina, 2010).
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Figure 6 - Graves' distribution at Castellén Alto site with reference to metallic items (design and photos: Research Group HUM274).

The amortization of wealth in burials expresses a way for exhi-
biting and maintaining social position but also shows its impro-
vement in some cases. The chronological data of the series of
tombs in some houses support the last statement. The increa-
sing benefits were possibly a compensation for services to Cas-
tellén Alto peripheral elite. This elite depended on central elites
who lived at other sites (as Cerro de la Virgen burials can show).
These active cooperators in social coercion, and especially the
peripheral elites, were also able to exercise direct control over
people in debt and who had to fall into bondage. This last
assertion derives from burials with scarce grave goods located
near the acropolis but can also be exemplified by women
buried with almost no grave goods and engaged during their
life in textile activities in which they even used their own
teeth (Lozano et al., 2020).

5. Status Vs Class: Social Position beyond
Emulation

Although the ideology of emulation as well as the different
character of the studied settlements can generate archaeolo-
gical features that distort our vision of Bronze Age society,
analysis on results obtained by stable isotope studies (Molina
et al., 2016 and 2019; Spanedda ez /., 2018), allows us to
suggest some little differences between people buried with
and without weapons at Eastern Granada Plateaus Argar
sites. Thus, some of the members of the elite’s “entourage”

seem to have even benefited from better access to animal food

resources, according to their higher protein consumption.

In any case, there are more differences between those people
who had access to precious metals as grave goods and those
others who did not. These differences increase over time, as
can be inferred from the Cuesta del Negro data (Molina ez
al., 2019). This phenomenon is recorded both in Argaric sites
in the Eastern Plateau of Granada and other areas (Molina ez
al., 2019; Knipper ez al., 2020). These data shows that the
real and central elites continued to maintain their distances
even from their most loyal servants in restricting access to cer-
tain goods (not only luxury ones) while emphasizing a ficti-
tious “equality” by the exhibition of aggression instruments
(weapons), although different in size.

6. Conclusions: Hierarchy, Social Control
and Structural Violence in Argar Culture

Hierarchy, social control, and structural violence were intrin-
sically associated aspects in Argar Culture. There are direct
data on EXPLICIT violence, not discussed here, such as some
wounded human remains, many of them with trauma (Jimé-
nez et al. 2009), but there are also indirect data such as settle-
ments location, fortifications, the hierarchical structure of the
territory, and weapons display (Lull ez a/. 2014 and 2017).
In this sense, even the presence of the smallest weapons (dag-
gers and axes) in graves is a reflection of the deposition of
larger ones (swords and halberds) whose essential coercive
function is out of doubt (Lull ez 2/, 2017 and 2018).
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Firstly, this last reveals the outstanding role played by the
weapons display (no matter which one may be available) in
the “Ideology of Emulation” framework. This ideological
mechanism involves the use of ancestors in the maintenance
and improvement of social position through the mobilization
of resources during the funeral. This system carries the risk of
impoverishment for the most disadvantaged people forced to
amortize at funerals, as symbols of their position and belonging
to the group, a wealth they do not have (Cdmara and Molina,
2009).

Secondly, people who can mobilize weapons show their social
position, but they also remember to the other people, in an
ideological sphere, that they can gain resources by aggression,
and they can also serve as a protective force for the different elite
statements as a way for ascending in the social ranking.

The status quo is maintained not by continuous physical
aggression but because the entire ideological system, and the
role given in it to weapons, works to emphasize the ability of
the elite, and its entourage, to exercise inward and outward vio-
lence.

The possibility of EXPLICIT violence together with HIDDEN
violence facilitates the perpetuation of the exclusion of some
people from several resources, preventing them from free move-
ment through the territory or settlements, or promoting a speci-
fic form of residence in them. In our opinion, these mechanism
are nothing but ways to reproduce a process of unequal access
to products and avoid any subversion of the established order.
Finally, the system to reproduce itself must guarantee the affec-
tion of a section of the dominated population. To achieve this
goal, it shows some flexibility with the possibilities that some
social roles offer to maintain and even improve the social posi-
tion and, therefore:

- On the one hand, both women and children can use weapons
as grave goods as means to guarantee the perpetuation of the
family social position.

- On the other hand, “warriors” who do not belong to the cen-
tral elite obtain certain material benefits for participating in
social control by being part of: a peripheral elite in the small
villages, an entourage on prey expeditions and a kind of “police”
force. In these circumstances, they could also be the outpost
for the revolt (in extreme situations and for their own benefit).
It is a state structure because it aims to perpetuate an unequal
social order through an often hidden structural violence in a
complex ideological system.
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