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Abstract
A noteworthy element characteristic of  the majority of  the mining areas was the peculiar sex ratio at the initial stage of  their 
establishment and at times of  the highest growth in the demand for labour. In general, the predominance of  men in the mining 
area increased between 1877 and 1910, when there was a strong contribution of  men from different origins with an insufficient 
female contribution, due partly to the type of  labour and its instability. 
The evolution of  the sex ratio in the area displayed a trend towards equilibrium in 1897, which reflects the first stabilisation of  
the population of  the mining area with an equal proportion of  men and women. From 1910, there was equilibrium in the three 
municipalities which show the stabilisation of  the population.
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Trabajo, presupuesto familiar y nivel de vida en la Andalucía urbana durante el “Trienio 
Bolchevique”: Jaén, 1920

Resumen
En este texto se propone estudiar la relación entre el presupuesto doméstico y las condiciones de vida y trabajo de la población 
de Jaén (Andalucía) en 1920. Con este objetivo se reconstruye el ingreso de todas las familias de la ciudad y los presupuestos 
domésticos de las familias nucleares con hijos menores. A partir de las declaraciones salariales registradas en las cédulas de empa-
dronamiento usadas para la elaboración del padrón de ese año, que registran una proporción muy elevada de las ocupaciones y los 
ingresos de la población masculina de la ciudad, y de la reconstrucción de una cesta de la compra de respetabilidad, se determina 
la capacidad adquisitiva de este tipo de familia por clases sociales. Para ello se ha utilizado la clasificación ocupacional PSTi y la 
clasificación social HISCLASS.
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Introduction

This text refers to the living and working conditions of  the population of  Jaén in 1920 at the time of  
the “Bolshevik Triennium”, when the cycle of  social conflict initiated in the years at the turn of  the century 
reached its peak in Andalusia.

The interpretation of  this cycle of  conflict in the Andalusian cities (Otero Carvajal and Martínez 
López, 2022) has fluctuated between two perspectives: one of  a materialist nature, evident in the studies of  
Antonio María Calero and Carlos Arenas on the workers movement in Andalusia, which, without under-
estimating the role of  the construction of  an organisational fabric and an emancipatory narration inspired 
by proletarian internationalism, highlighted how the workers’ mobilisation cycle was a decisive element in 
the exacerbation of  the living conditions of  the popular classes. The other, which has recently come into 
fashion, is of  a cultural and institutional nature, underlining the role of  the ideological and organisation 
aspects, relegating the influence of  the material conditions to a secondary place.

The materialistic perspective has traditionally been based on the analysis of  the wage level of  adult 
manual workers (one of  the many lines of  research on the Andalusian cities in this period which goes be-
yond this traditional view is that of  Carlos Arenas on the working class population affected by tuberculosis 
in the city of  Seville (1992)). This occurred for two reasons.

First, the information sources that have traditionally been used (Institute of  Social Reforms, Statis-
tical Yearbook of  Spain, reports, etc.) provide the wage income for a small number of  occupations of  the 
adult male population. This limitation is due to the under-reporting of  the female activity, which is presen-
ted in aggregate form with no distinction between age groups. Second, the classical historiographic view 
based on the “breadwinner” model, sanctioned with nineteenth-century liberalism, has a radical gender bias.

This text seeks to study the relationship between the household budget and the living and working 
conditions of  the population of  Jaén in 1920. A line of  research opened and developed in Spain by the stu-
dies of  Cristina Borderías and Luisa Muñoz-Abeledo (2018 and 2022), which are at the forefront of  studies 
on labour, gender and standards of  living in the international literature. 

This study is structured around three hypotheses, derived from the knowledge obtained on social his-
tory, labour and gender in the period. The first is that the income of  the adult workers could not cover the 
household budget and, as a result, the contribution to the income from other family members, particularly 
the women, was fundamental.2 The second is that, despite the collective contribution to total family income 
and the household budget, the standard of  living of  most families was low and did not guarantee optimum 
reproduction conditions (diet, housing, etc.) for the majority of  the population. The third hypothesis is that 

1  This text forms part of  the activities related to the Project of  the State Plan for Scientific and Technical Research and Innova-
tion 2021-2023) Knowledge Generation Project 2022 [PID2022-136744NB-C33] “Social change in urban Andalusia (1900-1945): 
immigration, labour and inequality” funded by MICIU/AEI /10.13039/501100011033 and FEDER, UE (and by ERDF, EU).
2  This hypothesis is rooted in the historiographic shift driven by feminist history in recent decades in Spain (Borderías and 
Muñoz-Abeledo, 2018; Borderías, Muñoz-Abeledo and Cussó, 2022) and also in Andalusia (Gálvez, 2008; Campos, 2012), ques-
tioning the feasibility of  the breadwinner model in Spanish cities in the first third of  the twentieth century.
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the severe shortages and the overall situation of  poverty among the majority of  the population of  the city 
in 1920 largely explains the cycle of  mobilisation and social conflict of  the “Bolshevik Triennium”. 

The text is structured into five parts. The first refers to the tools used (sources and methodology) in 
the study. The second describes the demographic and occupational structure of  the population. The third 
section analyses individual and family income. The fourth part assesses the standard of  living based on the 
balancing of  the household budget (income and domestic expenditure) and discusses the “breadwinner” 
model. The final section presents the conclusions.

Sources and methodology

a) Sources

Income and occupation have been reconstructed using the information from the census certificates 
used to elaborate the Municipal Enumerator Book of  1920. This document, which is a primary source, re-
flects the information provided by the head of  the family to the municipal clerk responsible for recording 
these data. The census certificates of  1920 record information about 31,871 inhabitants of  the municipality 
(Table 1), that is, 95.2% of  the 33,444 inhabitants registered in the Population Census of  1920. This diffe-
rence of  1,573 inhabitants in the size of  the population recorded in the two sources is due to the loss of  
some of  the certificates or census sheets. The reconstruction of  income and the shopping basket is exclu-
sively focused on the urban population (28,412 inhabitants) of  the municipality. This restricts the analysis 
of  the living conditions to the urban population of  Jaén, which depended on labour markets, services and 
products to survive and among which the role of  self-consumption was marginal.

Table 1. Population and households. Total number and percentage (%)
Population

Total Men Women
Municipality (100) 31,871 15,728 16,143
Urban centre (city) (89.1) 28,412 13,862 14,550
Disperse (farmhouses) (10.9) 3,459   1,867   1,592

Households
Total Head of  household 

(male)
Head of  household 

(female)
Municipality (100) 7,827 6,324 1,503
Urban centre (city) (90.4) 7,072 5,608 1,464
Disperse (farmhouses) (9.6) 755    716      39

Source: Census certificates of  1920.

The census certificates of  1920 provide information on the income and occupation of  the male 
population (Tables 2 and 3). 58.4 per cent of  the active male population3 and 65.5 per cent of  active male 
heads of  household recorded an income. 85.8 per cent of  the active male population and 95.9 per cent 
of  active male heads of  household recorded an income. In contrast, there is a lower level of  income and 

3  The active population has traditionally been considered to be that aged between 15 and 65. 
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occupation recording among the female population. Only 6.4 per cent of  the active female population and 
14.2 per cent of  active female heads of  household recorded an income. And only 11.6 per cent of  the active 
female population and 22.1 per cent of  active female breadwinners recorded an occupation.

Table 2. Population and households of  the city with recorded income. Total number and percentage (%)
Population

Total Men Women
Population (100) 28,412 (100) 13,862 (100) 14,550
Population with income (21.0) 5,977 (38.3) 5,316 (4.5) 661

Active population (15-65 years)
Total Men Women

Population (100) 17,338 (100) 8,304 (100) 9,034
Population with income (31.3) 5,436 (58.4) 4,853 (6.4) 583

Households
Total Head of  house-

hold (male)
Head of  house-

hold (female)
Households (100) 7,072 (100) 5,607 (100) 1,464
Households with income (60.1) 4,250 (66.1) 3,706 (37.1) 544
Households with income of  head of  household (53.3) 3,781 (64.0) 3,592 (12.7) 188

Households headed by active population (15-65 years)
Total Head of  house-

hold (male)
Head of  house-

hold (female)
Households (100) 6,332 (100) 5,167 (100) 1,165
Households with income (62.0) 3,927 (67.3) 3,476 (38.7) 451
Households with income of  head of  household (56.1) 3,554 (65.5) 3,387 (14.2) 167

Source: Census certificates of  1920.

The occupation rate was corrected by attributing domestic production or working for the family 
business to the male and female active population with no record of  the occupation for the head of  the 
household. In these activities the work by family members was essential. This correction has given rise to 
a small increase in the active male population from 85.6% to 86.6% and a more significant increase in the 
active female population, from 11.6% to 17.2%.4 Hereafter, we will use the corrected rate of  activity.

The information on income used, included in the census certificates under the heading “Daily wage 
or income” does not differ greatly from that drawn from the statistics elaborated by the Ministry of  Labour 
or that published in the Statistical Yearbook of  Spain (Annex A), although the census information displays 
a slight downward bias in terms of  wages. This difference is probably due to the distortions caused by the 
synthetic and aggregated nature of  the reports and statistics elaborated by the state bodies.5

4  This technique for correcting the occupation rate has already been used in labour history in Spain (Borderías and Muñoz-Abele-
do; 2013; Moya and Martínez, 2013) and is a consolidated procedure in the sociology of  labour (Janssens, 2004).
5  Proof  of  the reliability of  the census information is that the value of  the average daily wage of  the day labourers and agri-
cultural workers in the Municipal Enumerator Book of  Jaén in 1920 is not very different to that provided by other sources and 
studies.

According to Luis Garrido (1990b: 609 and 657), the mowers of  the city of  Jaén did piece work in 1919, earning 5 pesetas and 
lunch or 5.5 pesetas without lunch and the rest of  the harvest tasks were paid at 4 pesetas with lunch or 5 pesetas without lunch. 
The price of  work paid for a day’s work “from dawn to dusk” in cereal harvesting varied greatly depending on how the workers 
were hired. The seasonal workers who were hired for four months earned a little over 2 pesetas, those hired for two months 
earned 3 pesetas and those hired by weeks and day labourers earned between 4 and 6.5 pesetas. The daily wages for 7-8 hours of  
work in the olive groves in 1920-21 in the city of  Jaén also varied considerably: the autumn digging work and the pruning in the 
spring fluctuated between 4.8 pesetas and 5.6 pesetas and the price of  the daily wage increased in winter, reaching 8.50 pesetas.
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Table 3. Population and households. of  the city with recorded occupation. Total number and percentage (%)
Population by sex

Total Men Women
Population 100 (28,412) 100 (13,862) 100 (14,550)
Population with occupation  32.0 (9,112)  57.0 (7,900)   8.3 (1,212)

Active population (15-65 years) by sex
Total Men Women

Population 100 (17,338)   100 (8,304)    100 (9,034)
Rate of  activity  47.1 (8,181)  85.8 (7,132)  11.6 (1,049)
Corrected rate of  activity  50.5 (8,755)  86.6 (7,196)  17.2 (1,559)

Households headed by active population (15-65 years)
Households  100 (6,332)  100 (5,166) 100 (1,166)
Rate of  activity of  household heads 82.3 (5,216) 95.9 (4,957)   22.1 (259)

Active population (15-65 years) by sex Marital status
Men Women

S C 5 Without S C 5 Without
Population 100 

(3,208)
100 

(4,742)
100 

(347)
100
( 6)

100 
(2,953)

100 
(4,875)

100
( 1,191)

100 (16)

Rate of  activity  70.7 
(2,269)

95.9
( 4,549) 

89.9
( 314)

0.0
( 0)

20.9
( 619)

2.9
( 144)

24.0
( 286)

0.0
( 0)

Corrected rate of
activity

 72.6
( 2,331)

 95.9 
(4,550)

90.2
( 315)

0.0
(0)

25.9
( 764)

10.3
( 504)

 24.4
( 291)

0.0
( 0)

Source: Census certificates of  1920.

The reconstruction of  the household budget follows the model proposed by Cristina Borderías, Lui-
sa Muñoz-Abeledo and Xavier Cussó (2022). This model contemplates the following expenditure items: 
food, heating and lighting, rent and other expenses. The cost of  the food and lighting and heating expenses 
has been calculated with the information published in the Official Gazette of  the Province of  Jaén on the 
conditions stipulated in the supply of  food and fuel to social welfare establishments in Jaén (Men’s Hospice, 
Women’s Hospice and Provincial Hospital) in the financial year 1920-21.6 Rent prices have been calculated 
with the information of  the municipal census certificates of  the municipality of  Jaén (1920), which record 
information on the rent of  70.0 % of  the households headed by active males. The amount for other expen-
ses has been calculated using an estimated weighting proposed by Jordi Maluquer (2013).

Methodology

In the analysis of  the occupational and social structure, two of  the taxonomies traditionally used by 
the literature have been applied: the PSTi occupational classification (Wrigley) and the HISCLASS system 
(Van Leeuwen & Maas, 2011).7

6  This document contains the total amounts, calculated in kilos or in litres and the prices per unit of  the food and fuel products. 
Due to the lack of  information on the price of  oil in this source, it has been drawn from the Statistical Yearbook of  Spain for 
the city of  Jaén. 
7  HISCLASS combines the criteria of  the Marxian and Weberian theories of  the social classes: the exploitation theory (position 
in the production relation) and the opportunity hoarding theory (qualification, status and management positions). In this system, 
three characteristics determine the construction of  the classes: the type of  work (Non manual / manual), the degree of  speciali-
sation (High / Medium / Low) and the position in labour relations (capital / labour; supervised / unsupervised).
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The analysis of  household budgets is confined to nuclear households, representative of  the family 
system of  Andalusia (Martínez López and Sánchez Montes, 2008) and forming the majority in the house-
holds in the city (Table 4). Specifically, the objective is to validate the degree to which the “breadwinner” 
model is applied to 3B households, according to Peter Laslett’s taxonomy8, with descendants (children) 
of  twelve years or less ( 28.78 per cent of  total households headed by active males (1,612 households)), a 
type of  household typical of  a critical period and family life course, when the children were dependent, the 
mother spent a large part of  her time doing domestic work and caring for the children and, according to the 
institutional imaginary, the father’s income had to support the family. 

Table 4. Family structure of  the households in the urban centre

LASLETT type.
Total Head of  household (male) Head of  household (female)

% Nº TMF TMH % Nº TMF TMH % Nº TMF TMH

1. Solitary 9.9 697 1.0 1.0 4.8 267 1.0 1.1 29.4 430 1.0 1.05
2. No structure 3.6 258 2.9 3.3 2.0 114 3.0 3.5 9.8 144 2.8 3.2
3. Nuclear 78.0 5,517 4.2 4.3 84.7 4,749 4.3 4.4 52.5 768 3.2 3.3

3b. Spouses + children 50.0 3,534 5.1 5.1 63.1 3,534 5.1 5.1 0.0 0 0.0 0.0
3b. Spouses + children < 13 years 22.8 1,612 4.4 4.51 28.7 1,612 4.4 4.5 0.0 0 0.0 0.0

1 child < 13 6.5 464 3.0 3.0 8.3 464 3.0 3.0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0
2 children < 13 6.8 480 4.0 4.0 8.5 480 4.0 4.0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0
3 children < 13 4.7 336 5.0 5.0 6.0 336 5.0 5.0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0
4 => children < 13 4.7 332 6.5 6.6 5.9 332 6.5 6.6 0.0 0 0.0 0.0

4. Extended 7.9 559 5.0 5.2 8.0 448 5.2 5.5 7.6 111 4.1 4.2
5. Joint 0.6 41 6.1 6.4 0.5 30 6.2 6.8 0.8 11 5.1 5.2

Total 100 7,072 3.9 4.0 100 5,608 4.2 4.3 100 1,464 2.6 2.7
Source: Census certificates of  1920

•	 TMH= Number of  members in the household.
•	 TMF = Number of  members in the household - number of  servants /live-in staff.

The reconstruction of  income has been conducted with the declaration of  the income recorded 
in the Municipal Enumerator Book under the “daily wage” (Annex B). In order to reconstruct the daily 
average income, the annual income was calculated based on the “daily wage” declared and contemplating 
an estimated number of  working days. The assignment of  this number of  annual working days has been 
performed according to the estimates of  the studies conducted at that time, the estimates indicated in the 
historiography and the characteristics of  the occupation. 

The non-manual active population [HSCLASS categories 1-2-3-4-5], who were mostly employed in 
stable and regular occupations, have been assigned 300 working days per year. The skilled manual ac-
tive population [HISCLASS categories 6-10] (bricklayers, carpenters and shoemakers, seamstresses and 
dressmakers, bakers, etc.) considering that they were permanently available to work, have also been assigned 
300 working days per year. The unskilled active manual population  [HISCLASS categories 11-12], in the 
case of  men, basically made up of  day labourers and farmworkers, workers subject to a high degree of  ins-
tability and risk of  unemployment, have been assigned 240 working days, which is the average amount of  

Given the relationship between these three characteristics and the level of  earnings, the twelve resulting socio-occupational 
classes reflect different levels of  income and capital. 
8  The literature has traditionally used the limit of  12 years of  age to discriminate the child population with no or very little pos-
sibility of  earning an income. This age limit makes sense in the context of  the labour and school legislation in force at that time 
in Spain, which prohibited children under the age of  10 from working and established compulsory school attendance until the 
age of  12 (Tiana, 1987; Viñao, 2002). This is empirically supported in the census certificates by the very low number of  children 
under 12 recorded as having an activity —only 49 boys and 5 girls—.
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days estimated by studies and reports.9 The servants, who were regularly hired by families - evident in the 
high percentage of  monthly/annual income records, and who usually had one afternoon of  rest per week 
(Albuera, 2006), have been assigned 317 working days per year.

The reconstruction of  the family income has been carried out by adding the individual average in-
come of  the members of  the household to the declared income. In the case of  households with live-in 
servants with declared income this calculation has been performed negatively. 

The household budget is based on a basic daily domestic expenditure to satisfy the vital needs to 
enable the population to produce and reproduce. 

The daily domestic expenditure has been constructed with the items of  food, heating and lighting, 
rent and other expenses (Annex C). The calculation of  the food expenses follows the proposal of  the cited 
authors (Borderías, Muñoz-Abeledo and Cussó, 2022), based on an apparent diet10 adapted to the charac-
teristics of  consumption and the food prices of  the city at that time11. The foods making up the diet adap-
ted to the city of  Jaén covered the energy and nutrient requirements established in the apparent diet. This 
adaptation gives rise to an individual average diet that provides 2,574 kilocalories of  energy, representing a 
slight reduction with respect to the 2,835 kilocalories calculated by these authors (2,835 Kcal.). However, 
this reduction does not prevent the average daily energy needs from being covered, which, according to the-
se authors, are required for carrying out a moderately intense activity —2.288 kilocalories— or an intense 
activity—2,378 kilocalories—; a slight reduction in certain nutrients can also be observed (calcium, vitamin 
A and folic acid).12 When calculating the content and cost of  food, the population has been segregated in 
terms of  age and gender, differentiating the cost of  food for adult males, adult women and boys and girls 
(under the age of  13), in accordance with the average nutritional and energy needs estimated for each of  
these groups (Borderías, Muñoz-Abeledo and Cussó, 2022). The prices assigned to the foods - per kilo, litre 
or unit - were established in the food supply auctions of  the Men’s Hospice and Women’s Hospice and the 
Provincial Hospital of  Jaén.13 The calculation of  the cost of  food was made by adding the consumption of  
each person in the family unit. The heading for heating and lighting, based on the consumption of  coal and 
oil14, was calculated with the price of  coal established in the specifications of  the auction of  the hospices 
and with the price of  oil indicated in the data of  the Statistical Yearbook of  Spain for Jaén in 1920. The 

9  There are no official statistics on the number of  working days of  the farmworkers and day labourers in the city. However, 
there is journalistic information,  studies of  the day and research that provide data on the number of  annual working days of  the 
farmworkers. 

For the beginning of  the century, Luis Garrido (1990b: 478-479, 548-552 and 630-640) estimates that the working seasons for 
farmworkers in the province in the years 1902 and 1903, fluctuated between 180 and 200 days.

Based on the testimonies of  the period, for the years 1917-20, Manuel Tuñón de Lara (1978) estimates that, depending on 
the district and climate, the duration of  the annual working season in the province fluctuated between  267 (Sagristá, 1920) and 
277 days (Benítez Porral, 1904 and 1911).

With respect to the province of  Granada, a territory with rural districts similar to part of  those of  the province of  Jaén, in 
a conference given in 1914, Fernando de los Ríos (Calero, 1973: 75) alluded to the distressing situation of  the day labourers’ 
families of  the cereal growing districts, where the workers were forced out of  work for between 120 and 160 days per year.
10  The diet is based on an indirect estimate of  consumption that would cover the average energy and nutrient needs 
of  a population undertaking intense or moderately intense work.
11  Different authors refer to this diet (Garrido, 1990a: 583-586 and 1990b: 442-444), Tuñón de Lara (1978: 42-48).
12  The apparent diet (Borderías, Muñoz y Cussó, 2022) contains 2,835 kilocalories and provides a total of   541.2 mg. of  calcium, 
256.5 μg of  vitamin A and 289.86 μg of  folic acid. In the diet adapted to Jaén, these amounts fall to 509.2 mg of  calcium, 212.7 
μg of  vitamin A and 239.79 μg of  folic acid.
13  These prices have been compared to those of  the Statistical Yearbook of  Spain for the city of  Jaén in 1920, showing that the 
differences between them are irrelevant.

In the case of  the products contained under the same heading, for example, pulses, the amounts represented by lentils, 
chickpeas and beans were weighted in the total calculation as was the price per kilo of  each of  these foods and the result of  this 
weighting is the final price assigned to the general category of  “Pulses”. The procedure was the same for those foods that con-
tained the first and second class variable, such as wheat bread.
14  Based on different studies of  working-class family budgets, Borderías, Muñoz-Abeledo and Cussó (2022) establish a con-
sumption for the period of  one kilo of  coal and 0.14 litres of  oil per day.
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cost of  rent (0.21 pesetas) is the average daily price recorded by the households of  active unskilled manual 
workers in the Municipal Enumerator Book.15 The price for the heading of  “Other expenses” (clothes, 
schooling, doctor, pub, barber’s, etc.) has been calculated by applying the weighting proposed by Jordi Ma-
luquer, who estimated that these expenses amounted to 13.1 per cent of  the total domestic expenditure.

With this methodology, the calculation of  the cost of  domestic expenses of  a 3B family with three 
children under the age of  13 gives a result of  6.5 pesetas (Table 5 and Annex C). This monetary amount 
has been adapted to the rest of  the 3B families with children under the age of  13 in accordance with the 
number of  descendants (1, 2, 4, 5, etc. children), with only the expenditure on food increasing proportio-
nately (Annex E). 

The domestic expenses calculated for a 3B family with three children (6.5 pesetas) is practically iden-
tical to that estimated by J. Sagristá in 1920 (6.35 pesetas) for a 3B family in the city of  Jaén with three 
children under the age of  13 (Annex F); the cost of  the heading for food—5.09 and 5.1 pesetas— and 
its weight in domestic expenses is also similar  —78.3 per cent and 80.3 per cent—, as is the case of  the 
composition of  Sagristá’s heading for food.16 In both cases, the cost of  food of  5.09 and 5.1 pesetas, which 
was close to the estimate made by Luis Garrido (1990: 445) for the cost of  food in 1920 of  a working-class 
family in the province of  Jaén (5.17 pesetas) made up of  the spouses and two children under the age of  13.17

Table 5. Daily domestic expenditure of  a 3B family with five members (two adults and three children under the age 
of  13). Jaén, 1920.

Pesetas % 
Food 5.09 78.3
Fuels 0.35 5.4
Rent 0.21 3.2
Other expenditures 0.85 13.1
Total 6.50 100.0

Source: Annex C.

Occupation

The activity of  the male population was very high and these workers remained active throughout 
their lives (Table 3; Graphs 1 and 2). Men joined the workforce at an early age, during their youth and even 

15  The average daily price of  all households in the city, obtained from the declarations in the Municipal Enumerator Book, that 
is, 0.37 pesetas (Annex D). 

An amount that is close to the estimate based on the data of  the Institute of  Social Reforms by Manuel Tuñón de Lara (1978: 
39) for the city of  Jaén: between April and September 1918, it was 100 pts. per year (0.27 pesetas per day) and between October 
and March 1919, it was 125 pesetas per year 34.2 pesetas per day).

The average daily price used in our study (0.21 pesetas), paid on average by the households of  unskilled active workers, is 
similar to that of  the survey conducted by the Institute of  Social Reforms in 1919 on several towns of  the neighbouring province 
of  Córdoba (Tuñón de Lara, 1978: 45-47):  the Sociedad Obrera de Oficios Varios (General Workers’ Union) “La libertadora” by 
El Carpio estimated the rent price of  a house for a family of  two spouses and two children at 0.25 pesetas per day, for a similar 
family, the Centro Obrero de Luque, estimated a rent price of  0.20 pesetas per day.

The amount for rent has been subtracted from the domestic expenses of  households that declared that they owned the 
dwelling. 
16 Sagristá’s budget structure is the same (food, rent, energy and other expenses) as that of  our budget and also the composition 
of  food heading.

Sagristá contemplates a list of  basic foods available in the nearby markets to which the population of  the city had access. 
In this list, wheat was prominent as the principal bread cereal providing carbohydrates, oil, pulses (chickpeas) and meant as the 
principal sources of  protein and vegetables as sources of  fibre and vitamins. 
17  The average estimated by Luis Garrido of  six working days and a rest day is 5.17 pesetas.
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childhood. By the time they were twenty most males were working, this was when they married and began 
to have children, and in adulthood they were practically all employed, as indicated by the high rate of  activity 
of  the male population of  15-65 years (86.6%) until old age. In contrast, according to the census informa-
tion, the activity of  the female population was very low —17.2 % of  the total female population of  15-65 
years old— and mainly restricted to young unmarried women and widows.

Graph 1. Urban population of  Jaén in accordance with occupation and declared income, 1920

According to this description, the labour model prevailing in the city was structured around a radical 
sexual division. This model connected men to paid work and women to unpaid domestic work. In order 
for this model to be plausible and for the majority of  women to not partake in paid work for all or most of  
their lives, the “breadwinner” and solvency of  the male family wage was a necessary condition, requiring a 
critical level of  male wage earnings. However, the average level of  male earnings was very low. 

Graph 2. Population according to civil status. Jaén, 1920
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The level of  income was determined by the characteristics of  the occupational structure of  the city. 
The tertiary sector employed more male workers (Table 6). It was mainly based on trade, services and the 
transport demanded by a growing population; public services provided by the city as a provincial capital; 
and also the requirements of  the population of  the large rural hinterland of  its district and bordering dis-
tricts. The sector employed more than a quarter of  the male active population and almost a third of  the 
households with male breadwinners. This sector was heterogeneous and generated the majority of  non-
manual work. It was mainly made up of  salesmen (traders and sales assistants), professionals, municipal and 
public administration workers, transport workers, commercial agents and administrative staff.

In terms of  the proportion of  active males employed, the tertiary sector was followed by the primary 
sector. The city, which was connected to a large agricultural environment (Hernández Armenteros, 2000), 
was home to a large group of  agricultural workers accounting for 18.9 per cent of  the male active popula-
tion and more than a fifth of  the households with male breadwinners. A small portion of  these assets were 
market gardeners who farmed the irrigated lands surrounding the city. The majority were temporary agri-
cultural workers, dependent on the demand for daily labour of  the small and medium-sized farms and the 
large estates engaged in cereal and olive production in the large municipal area (426 hectares). The work of  
the agricultural labourers was seasonally distributed, concentrated in the peaks of  labour demand (Garrido, 
1990:  630-640), during the four summer months of  cereal harvesting and during the almost five months 
of  olive harvesting in winter. The duration of  the labour season fluctuated between eight and nine months, 
which, however, could be shorter in years of  drought or frosts and poor crops, and could be cut short when 
the labourers were taken ill (Garrido, 1990b: 548-525 and 630-655).18

The secondary sector employed a smaller proportion of  workers, 16.7% of  the active male popu-
lation and 17.5% of  households with active male breadwinners. The industrial fabric of  the city was lean 
and traditional, confined to needs for housing and consumer durables of  the urban population and the 
provision of  implements to farming families in the rural area surrounding the city. Bricklayers and painters 
represented almost half  of  the workers in the sector, engaged in home construction and repair. The rest 
were employed in the mending and manufacture of  shoes (shoe and espadrille makers) or tailoring. The 
majority were manual workers, who, as self-employed or wage-earning workers, formed small craft of  do-
mestic production units. 

Finally, the day labourers carrying out several jobs constituted a group representing a quarter of  the 
male active population and 27.5 per cent of  the households with male breadwinners. These workers, who 
were poor and lacked a stable occupation, frequently suffered from job insecurity and unemployment. In 
order to survive, they took advantage of  the seasonal, temporary or occasional work opportunities in the 
city and its rural surroundings (Martínez Martín, Martínez López and Moya García, 2014): peonage in cons-
truction, public works and urban reforms; working as temporary agricultural labourers at seasonal peaks 
of  agricultural production; dockers in the bay of  the railway station and as loaders in the central market, 
porters for hotels, inns and hostels in the city, errand runners for retail establishments and the businesses 
of  the city, etc.

In short, the occupational structure of  the male population was determined by the weight of  the 
manual activity, generally in conditions of  job insecurity. The temporary farmworkers and the day labourers 
accounted for 40 per cent of  the male active population and represented 44.1 per cent of  households with 
male breadwinners. The secondary sector, made up of  self-employed manual workers and craft manufactu-
rers or domestic workers accounted for a sizeable portion of  the male active population.

18  In this respect, see the eloquent text of  the Civil Governor addressed to the Ministry of  Governance of  18 August 1920 
(Garrido, 1990: 655): “Having finished the cereal harvest and not being the season for agricultural tasks, in this city the majority 
of  the field workers are without employment and they are rapidly exhausting the little savings that they have. This forced unem-
ployment predisposes them towards violence (...)”. [Own translation]
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Table 6. Distribution of  the city’s population by sector of  activity

PST type
Total Men Women

% Nº % Nº % Nº

Active population (15-65 years)
Primary 9.9 1,717 18.9 1,573 1.6 144

Farmers and farm labourers 1.5 268 1.8 150 1.3 118
Temporary agricultural labourer 7.4 1,283 15.3 1,269 0.3 25
Others 0.9 166 1.8 154 0.0 1

Secondary 8.9 1,548 16.7 1,389 1.8 159
Building and construction 3.5 611 7.3 610 0.0 1

Construction 2.3 397 4.8 397 0 0
Clothing / Boots and Shoes / Textiles 2.3 400 3.4 284 1.3 116
Food industries 0.7 133 0.1 10 0.0 10
Others 2.3 404 4.5 372 0.3 32

Tertiary 18.7 3,235 25.8 2,142 12.1 1,093
Services and professions 13.2 2,295 18.3 1,518 8.6 777

Commercial and administrative services 1.2 216 2.5 209 0.0 7
Professions + Professions support 2.2 383 4.2 349 0.3 34
Local + National Government Services 1.8 320 3.8 315 0.0 5
Servants 3.7 642 0.6 52 6.5 590

Dealers + Sellers 4.3 751 5.4 453 3.3 298
Transport and Communications 1.1 189 2.1 171 0.2 18

Not specified 12.2 2,113 24.9 2,065 0.5 48
Day labourers 11.6 2,017 24.8 2,061 0.5 46

No job / not declared 50.3 8,725 13.7 1,135 84.0 7,590
Total 100.0 17,338 100.0 8,304 100.0 9,034

Households headed by active population (15-65 years)
Primary 17.1 1,080 20.8 1,074 0.5 6

Farmers and farmworkers 1.7 102 1.9 98 0.3 4
Temporary farmworkers 13.6 862 16.6 860 0.2 2
Others 1.8 116 2.2 116 0 0

Secondary 14.8 937 17.5 905 2.7 32
Building and construction 6.1 389 7.5 389 0 0

Construction 4.4 281 5.4 281 0 0
Clothing / Boots and Shoes / Textiles 3.4 217 3.7 194 1.9 23
Food industries 1.5 94 1.7 89 0.4 5
Others 3.7 237 4.5 233 0.3 4

Tertiary 27.9 1,764 30.1 1,555 17.9 209
Services and professions 20.4 1,295 21.7 1,122 14.8 173

Commercial and administrative services 2.3 145 2.8 144 0.0 1
Professions + Professions support 4.4 280 5.3 273 0.6 7
Local + National Government Services 4.1 260 5.0 257 0.2 3
Servants 1.8 114 0.3 15 8.5 99

Dealers + Sellers 5.2 333 5.8 301 2.7 32
Transport and Communications 2.1 136 2.7 142 0.3 4

Not specified 22.6 1,432 27.5 1,422 0.9 10
Day labourers 22.6 1,432 27.5 1,422 0.9 10

No job / not declared 17.7 1,119 4.1 211 77.9 908
Total 100.0 6,332 100.0 5,167 100.0 1,165

Source: Census certificates of  1920.
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The occupational structure of  the female active population also determined the level of  income of  
the female workers. The census information, subject to the under-recording of  the activity of  women, 
showed a very low female activity rate (Table 3).

The low female activity rate recorded reflects part of  the labour reality of  the city, given that the op-
portunities of  formal and paid employment for women were curtailed by supply and demand. The women 
exclusively carried out domestic work and for no payment, basically sustaining the production of  the popu-
lation and the reproduction of  the city’s workforce. This was a tremendous amount of  work that consumed 
a large part of  their energy and time, particularly in the case of  married or widowed women or in the case 
of  single women caring for dependent people, reducing their opportunities for being employed in paid jobs. 
On the other hand, in a labour market segmented by gender, the most stable and best paid occupations were 
masculinized. In addition, the industrial production that traditionally employed female labour, such as the 
textile industry, had a low presence in the city.

Nevertheless, the low female activity rate was principally the result of  the under-recording of  women’s 
jobs, particularly of  those carried out by married women. Therefore, the reduced female activity reported 
in the census information prevented the full reconstruction of  its volume, although this information does 
offer clues about the paid jobs that were offered to women and, as a result, it is possible to study the occu-
pational structure of  the female population.

According to the census information, the female workers in the city were mainly employed in services 
and trade, with the two sectors jointly accounting for 12.1% of  the female active population and 17.9 per 
cent of  female household heads. Among these workers, those in the home (“servants”) made up the most 
numerous occupation by far. The 590 servants registered represented 6.8 per cent of  the total female active 
population. They were mainly single women and widows with no family responsibilities, who had time to 
engage themselves in such taxing work. Other women, mainly married women, carried out domestic servi-
ces from their own homes (ironing, laundry, etc.). Sales and services in small retail establishments and family 
businesses and street sales also accounted for a sizeable group of  female workers (3.3%).

The secondary and primary activities employed a very low number and proportion of  female workers. 
Textile production (dressmakers and seamstresses), often carried out from their own homes, was the princi-
pal secondary activity. The active female workers in the primary sector were mainly farm owners, normally 
widows and temporary female farmworkers in the maximum peaks of  the cereal harvest period or olive 
harvesting, when the male workforce was insufficient. 

Domestic work and services, together with sales in retail establishments and in the street, were the 
activities that regularly employed the most women. These were jobs at the bottom of  the income scale of  
the city’s population. 

Income

The prevalence of  manual male active workers and the abundance of  unskilled workers (day labou-
rers, temporary farmworkers, etc.), employed in activities with low productivity, pushed down the income 
of  the population (Table 7).

The average daily income of  manual workers (3.38), who represented more than two-thirds of  the 
active male population and almost three-quarters of  the male heads of  household, drove down the average 
income of  the whole of  the male population /4.15 pesetas per day). The income of  the few women with 
a recorded wage was even lower (1.24 pesetas per day) —almost three times less than the male wage—, a 
difference that was most acute among the manual female workers, whose income was one fifth of  that of  
the male manual workers. 
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Table 7. Individual income and class. Daily average wage (in current pesetas) of  the active population (15-65 
years)

HISCLASS
Social structure of  the population

Men Women

Social structure of  
the population

Population with in-
come

Social structure of  
the population

Population with 
income

% Nº Nº Income % Nº Nº Income

Non-manual occupations 19.5 1,627 904 7.57 4.4 401 46 4.83
Manual occupations 67.1 5,570 3,900 3.38 12.8 1,158 460 0.69

Skilled occupations (6 to 10) 25.7 2,133 1,412 3.67 5.1 463 123 1.19

Unskilled (11-12) 41.4 3,437 2,488 3.21 7.7 695 337 0.51

Male and female day labourers 24.6 2,045 1,424 3.30 0.5 49 10 1.90

Field workers 15.3 1,269 1,002 3.17 0.2 25 8 2.38

Servants 0.6 52 27 0.87 6.5 594 318 0.42

Others 0.8 71 35 2.19 0.2 27 1 1.64

No occupation / inactive 13.3 1,107 49 3.01 82.8 7,476 77 2.38
Total 100.0 8,304 4,853 4.15 100.0 9,034 583 1.24

Source: Census certificates of  1920

The individual income, in turn, reduced the family income (Table 8). The households with non-manual 
breadwinners had a low level of  income (4.66 pesetas) which pushed down the family revenue of  all of  
households with male breadwinners (5.54 pesetas). In turn, the income of  households headed by male ac-
tive workers was much higher than that of  women (2.83 pesetas), although in this case the gender gap was 
lower than for individual income - the income of  households with female breadwinners was half  that of  the 
male income-. The predominance of  a single male income in households with male breadwinners, which 
represented 79.4% of  the family income, as opposed to the greater frequency of  double or more individual 
incomes recorded in female-headed households (Annexes G, H and I), explains this reduction in the gender 
gap between male-headed and female-headed households.

Table 8. Individual income and class. Daily average income (in current pesetas)

HISCLASS
Social structure of  house-

hold heads

Households headed by men Households headed by women Households

Social structure of  
household heads

Breadwinners with income 
+ other income

Social structure 
of  household 

heads

Breadwinners with in-
come + other income

Social structure 
of  household 

heads

Breadwinners with income + 
other income

% Nº Nº Income I / PH % Nº Nº Income I / PH % Nº Nº Income I / PH

Non-manual occupations 24.5 1,375 765 8.66 2.55 6.7 98 25 5.50 2.38 20.8 1,473 790 8.66 2.54

Manual occupations 70.4 3,947 2,782 4.66 1.25 13.6 200 114 2.14 0.67 58.6 4,147 2,896 4.56 1.22

Skilled 25.2 1,413 946 5.00 1.34 4.5 66 32 3.59 1.04 20.9 1,479 978 4.95 1.33

Unskilled 45.2 2,534 1,836 4.48 1.20 9.1 133 82 1.57 0.53 37.7 2,667 1,918 4.36 1.17

Male and female 
day labourers

27.1 1,521 1,040 4.57 1.25 0.6 9 2 3.94 0.93 21.6 1,529 1,042 4.57 1.24

Field workers 16.7 935 756 4.34 1.14 0.2 3 1 0.95 0.47 13.2 938 757 4.34 1.14

Servants 0.3 18 10 1.24 0.48 7.7 114 78 1.52 0.52 1.8 132 88 1.48 0.51

Others 1.0 58 30 6.55 1.44 0.5 7 1 1.64 0.82 0.9 68 31 6.37 1.42

No occupation / inactive 5.1 286 45 5.47 1.55 79.5 1,167 49 3.09 1.45 20.6 1,453 94 4.23 1.50

Total 100.0 5,608 3,592 5.54 1.53 100.0 1,464 188 2.83 1.10 100.0 7,072 3,780 5.41 1.51

Source: Census certificates of  1920.
•	 The average family income of  households with live-in servants is the result of  adding together the income of  all mem-

bers of  the family (without counting the live-in servants) and subtracting the income of  the live-in servants. 
•	 I / PH = Income by number of  people in the household.
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A very important characteristic of  the income of  manual active workers, who conditioned the level 
of  income of  the majority of  the families in the city, was that it hardly fluctuated during their life course 
(Graph 3).

The income earned by non-manual workers evolved positively over their individual and family life 
courses: when they reached their twenties and got married and started to form a family with the birth of  
their first children, their income increased sharply; between their thirties and forties, as the families beca-
me complete, their income consolidated; between their fifties and sixties, at the end of  their professional 
or business career, they earned their highest revenues, once again increasing their income considerably. In 
contrast, the evolution of  the income of  manual workers was almost flat; they began with a slight increase, 
coinciding with their incorporation into the labour market in their early twenties; from this age, when they 
got married and started to form a family, their income froze until their retirement.

 
Graph 3. Male income and life course

The evolution of  the family income during the life course varied according to social class (Graphs 
3 and 4). The evolution of  the family income of  households with non-manual breadwinners basically 
depended on the income of  the head of  the household (Annex G) and, therefore, it was similar to the 
evolution of  the individual income of  these workers: an increasing phase during their twenties, coinciding 
with the time they got married, a stage of  stabilisation between their thirties and forties as they completed 
their families and a final phase of   a sharp increase in income from their fifties, when the increase of  the 
breadwinner’s income was complemented by the income of  one or more of  their adult children.

Graph 4. Household income and life cycle of  breadwinner
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The evolution of  the family income of  the manual workers was different to that of  the individual inco-
me (Graphs 3 and 4), because the contribution of  other family members was fundamental for maintaining a 
minimum critical income. Therefore, when the breadwinners were in their late thirties and their families had 
been completed, the number of  dependent people increased and the income per capita decreased (Graph 
5), the older children, still in their youth, worked and contributed their wage to the family income, which in-
creased and remained stable until the end of  the family life course. This contribution to the composition of  
the family income came at a critical stage of  the family life course, when the family had been completed and 
the number of  dependent children increased, which, in fact, must have been greater than that reflected in 
the census records which should also have included the work and wages of  the mothers and older daughters. 

Graph 5. Income (per capita) of  members of  the household and life cycle of  breadwinner
 

The evolution of  the income of  the 3B families with children under the age of  13, whose household 
budgets will be analysed in the following section, clearly shows the critical nature of  this stage of  the family 
life course of  the manual workers’ households. These households, which, according to the census informa-
tion, exclusively depended on the income of  the adult male, experienced a sharp fall in income when the 
breadwinners reached their thirties and their families had been completed (Graphs 6, 7 and 8). As we shall 
see, this decrease placed great stress on the household budgets of  the majority of  the families. 

Graph 6. Life cycle of  heads of  3B households with children < 13 years old (total numbers)
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Graph 7. Mean number of  children and life cycle of  heads of  3B households with children < 13 years old

Graph 8. Income (per capita) of  members of  the household and life cycle of  the heads of  3B families 
with children < 13 years old

The household budget and the unlikely “breadwinner”

The balance of  the household budgets constructed using the census information indicates that the 
income of  nuclear families with dependent children, based almost exclusively on the income of  the adult 
male, was insufficient (Tables 9 and 10).

87.2 per cent of  the households of  the city did not cover their domestic expenses (Table 9). Only 
families headed by non-manual workers, representing a quarter of  all of  the households in the city, had 
sufficient income to cover the domestic expenses; but even in this case, one third of  them were far from 
being able to do so. Almost none of  the families headed by manual workers, representing three quarters of  
the families, were able to balance the household budget; a situation that was particularly severe among the 
unskilled workers (day labourers, temporary agricultural labourers) and from which only 14.3 per cent of  
skilled manual workers (“working-class aristocracy”) were able to escape.

A very high proportion of  the families of  manual workers had a very low coverage of  their domestic 
expenses (Tables 9 and 10) (half  of  that of  families headed by skilled workers and 58.8 per cent of  those 
with unskilled breadwinners did not reach a coverage of  60 per cent) and were unable to cover food expen-
ses, which represented 78.3% of  household expenses. As a result, they were unable to maintain a minimum 
standard of  living. The acute budget stress of  these families with dependent children could only be covered 
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with the contribution of  the income of  other family members, basically the women.19 According to our 
estimates, without these contributions, which were not visible in the census information, the family budgets 
would have been insufficient. However, the opportunities for earning income, in kind or cash, of  women 
in the city were limited.

Table 9. Coverage of  domestic expenses of  3B households with children < 13 years (%)
HISCLASS > 60 60 – 79.9 80 – 99.9 =/>100 Total

% Nº % Nº % Nº % Nº % Total

Income of  breadwinners

Non-manual occupations 35.7 74 9.2 19 11.6 24 43.5 90 100 207

Manual occupations 56.2 515 18.5 170 19.6 180 5.6 51 100 916

Skilled 51.2 165 10.2 33 25.1 81 13.3 43 100 322

Unskilled 58.8 350 23.1 137 16.6 99 1.3 8 100 594

Male and female day labourers 63.2 203 20.5 66 15.2 49 0.9 3 100 321

Field workers 60.7 159 18.3 48 19.1 50 1.9 5 100 262

Servants 50.0 2 25.0 1 25.0 1 0 0 100 4

Others 57.1 4 14.3 1 28.5 2 0 0 100 7

No occupation / inactive 50.0 2 25.0 1 25.0 1 0 0 100 4

Total 52.6 593 16.8 189 18.1 204 12.5 141 100 1,127

Family income (breadwinner’s income + other incomes)

Non-manual occupations 32.8 68 12.5 26 11.6 24 43.0 89 100 207

Manual occupations 56.1 514 18.6 171 19.1 175 6.1 56 100 916

Skilled 50.6 163 17.7 57 17.4 56 14.0 46 100 322

Unskilled 58.4 347 16.1 96 23.7 141 1.7 10 100 594

Male and female day labourers 58.7 189 16.4 53 23.6 76 1.8 4 100 321

Field workers 54.2 142 18.7 49 24.8 65 2.3 6 100 262

Servants 50.0 2 25.0 1 25.0 1 0 0 100 4

Others 71.4 5 14.3 1 14.3 1 0 0 100 7

No occupation / inactive 50.0 2 25.0 1 25.0 1 0 0 100 4

Total 51.8 584 17.5 198 17.7 200 12.8 145 100 1,127
Source: Census certificates of  1920

Domestic production and the communal economy were non-commercial ways of  provisioning and 
domestic self-consumption. They were characteristic of  the rural populations in Andalusia until the end of  
the nineteenth century and fundamentally based on female and child labour. However, they played a mar-
ginal role in the subsistence of  the urban population. Only a small proportion of  the agricultural workers 
of  the city, the market gardeners who worked the land surrounding it to the west, were able to achieve this 
through the self-consumption of  proteins and vitamins in the form of  the meat, milk and fruit and vegeta-
bles that they produced. The mountains to the south of  the city, which were privatised, could not be com-
munally exploited and this practice was not viable (except during the brief  regulated periods of  foraging) in 
the large agricultural area of  the municipality dedicated to cereal and olive crops.

19  Luis Garrido (1990: 138 and 144) indicates the dramatic subsistence of  the working-class families of  the city in those years: 
“(…) the majority of  the unskilled workers and specialised and apprentice female workers could not even cover the costs of  
everyday food with their wages between 1914 and 1930. This shows two things. First, the tragedy of  many urban families who 
depended on a meagre daily wage which was insufficient even for feeding them all. In addition, they had to buy clothes, pay the 
rent, etc. The second is that the wages of  working women or of  the children who worked as apprentices were a vital complement 
for the survival of  the family. Third, there is no doubt that they did not eat meat, fish or other essential foods and dietary com-
plements that pushed up the expenses on Sundays or feast days”. [Own translation]



112AREAS 47

The majority of  the manual workers, with no property or capital, could only earn income in the labour 
market, generally in informal activities at the bottom rungs of  the wage ladder. Working as a servant or sales 
assistant in local retail establishments, which were some of  the principal occupations that were registered in 
the census, was incompatible with the domestic work and caring for dependent children that married wo-
men carried out in their homes. These women were mainly employed in activities that they could do in their 
homes, such as domestic services (ironing, laundry, etc.) and sewing and clothes repair (dressmakers and 
seamstresses); or in activities such as street sales, compatible with being accompanied by their children. And 
at times of  peak demand for agricultural labour, during the reaping of  the cereal or harvest of  the olives, 
they could also be employed as temporary farmworkers (Benítez Porral, 1904), although this meant taking 
their children to the fields or leaving the elder daughters to take care of  the rest of  their siblings, leading to 
a high rate of  school absenteeism, which particularly affected the girls (Borrás Llop, 1996).

The description that Luis Bello (2007) made at the end of  the 1920s of  the situation of  the children 
in the schools of  the city of  Jaén is highly illustrative: 

 “(Original citation in italics) —What is your father? What does he work as? - He’s a bricklayer, a miller. Today he has 
gone to the fields. To work. In the olive groves. To the shop. He is unemployed… All of  them are poor. Very rarely are they 
the sons of  property owners, they are day labourers (...). The schools may be different but the children sitting 
on their benches have a common denominator: poverty. —Public school, school for the poor!— (…) They 
are poor, they are humbly dressed! (…). They work hard, God and the teacher know. They have their pages, 
their notebooks, their slates; their timetables and regime... Like everywhere. The result...their parents take the 
children away  very early... It is best to enrol them before they do in other places. When they leave school, the 
majority of  these kids have hardly begun to awaken. Being a village of  agricultural labourers, the soil will soon 
call them, which, as you will see, buries them twice.”

Table 10. Balance of  the household budget (in current pesetas) of  the 3B households with children < 13 years
HISCLASS With the breadwinner’s income With the family income

Income Expenditure Balance Income Expenditure Balance
Non-manual occupations 6.83 6.11 + 0.72 6.89 6.11 + 0.78
Manual occupations 3.58 5.99 - 2.40 3.62 5.99 - 2.36

Skilled 3.98 5.97 - 1.98 4.02 5.97 - 1.94
Unskilled 3.37 6.00 - 2.63 3.41 6.00 - 2.59

Male and female day labourers 3.45 5.99 - 2.54 3.49 5.99 - 2.50
Field workers 3.32 6.00 - 2.68 3.37 6.00 - 2.63
Servants 1.46 5.84 - 4.38 1.46 5.84 - 4.38
Others 2.16 6.02 - 3.85 2.16 6.02 - 3.85

No occupation / inactive 3.37 6.10 - 2.72 3.53 6.10 - 2.57
Total 4.18 6.01 - 1.83 4.22 6.01 - 1.79

Mean coverage of  the household budget of  3B households with children < 13 years (%)
HISCLASS With the breadwinner’s income With the family income

Non-manual occupations 111.78 112.76
Manual occupations 59.76 60.43

Skilled 66.66 67.33
Unskilled 56.16 56.83

Male and female day labourers 57.59 58.26
Field workers 55.33 56.16
Servants 25.00 25.00
Others 35.88 35.88

No occupation / inactive 55.24 57.86
Total 69.55 70.21

Source: Census certificates of  1920; Annex E.
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Without the contribution of  the income derived from the women’s work, the household budgets of  
the manual workers’ families with dependent children would have been unviable. Therefore, as shown in the 
balance of  the simulated household budgets (Table 11) with the mean income of  a worker in the active age 
bracket (Table 7), even with the contribution of  the women to the family income, the household budgets 
continued to be deficient, particularly those of  the families of  unskilled manual workers. 

In these conditions, at least among the poorest families, child labour or the search for income through 
marginal activities must have been commonplace. In order to combat food poverty, women could resort to 
family solidarity or, in desperate situations, public or private charities and begging; and men to petty theft 
and other forms of  minor delinquency to compensate food and energy poverty. Also frequent was the non-
payment of  rent, which took second place to food in the household budget priorities, with the resulting 
risk of  eviction. The pawning of  valuable objects or the accumulation of  debt also formed part of  this 
repertoire of  strategies used to face critical situations.

 TABLE 11. Simulation (with a universal income of  the women) of  the balance of  the household budget 
(in current pesetas) of  the 3B households with children < 13 years

HISCLASS
With the family income + SPOUSE

Family income Universal income of  women Expenditure Balance
Non-manual occupations 6.89 4.83 6.11 + 5.61
Manual occupations 3.62 0.69 5.99 - 1.68

Skilled 4.02 1.19 5.97 - 0.76
Unskilled 3.41 0.51 6.00  - 2.08

No occupation / inactive 3.53 2.38 6.10 - 0.19
TOTAL 4.22 1.24 6.01 - 0.55

Simulation (with a universal income of  the women) of  the balance of  the household budget (in current pesetas) of  the 3B households with 

children < 13 years (%)
Individual income + Others 

Non-manual occupations 192.00

Manual occupations 71.00

Skilled 87.27

Unskilled 65.33

No occupation / inactive 98.88

Total 90.84

Conclusions

At the beginning of  the twentieth century, subsistence in the city of  Jaén depended on the markets. 
The consumption of  food, energy (firewood, coal, etc.), goods (clothes, medicines, etc.) and services (hou-
sing, healthcare, etc.) necessary for the reproduction of  the population was mainly derived from the markets 
of  the city and surrounding area. Income, in the form of  wages or rent, was also derived mainly from the 
sale of  labour, products and services.

Therefore, the limited employment and income opportunities in the city negatively conditioned the 
subsistence of  the majority of  the population. With a lean and traditional production fabric and a discreet 
demographic growth, the weak economy of  the city was based on its functions as a provincial capital and 
the trade, business and production that responded to the demands of  its population and that of  its rural 
hinterland. 
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The population was employed in the sales and services activities of  the small shops and family busi-
nesses, in the production generated by craft workshops, the construction and repair of  housing, domestic 
service and seasonally in agricultural work. The weak production fabric, the traditional nature of  trade and 
services and the predominance of  labour-intensive activities, such as bricklaying or agricultural work, sub-
ject to a high degree of  seasonality, together with an abundant and flexible labour supply, pushed down the 
wage level and the income of  the majority of  the population. 

The inflationary spiral and the shortage of  supplies during the years of  the First World War severely 
damaged the purchasing power of  families. The wage increase achieved by the workers’ mobilisation (Ga-
rrido, 2022) tempered the impact of  inflation on the city, although in 1920, the majority of  the population 
were immersed in poverty.

An analysis of  the household budgets of  the nuclear families with dependent children shows that in 
1920 “the male family wage” was the reality of  only a very small minority of  families, those headed by non-
manual workers with a higher level of  wealth (capital and/or rent), the families of  the large farm owners 
and businessmen and the families of  liberal professionals and high ranking officials of  the administration. 
The single income of  the adult male was insufficient to maintain a large proportion of  the families of  non-
manual workers, those of  the lower middle class, which had deficit balances in their household budgets. The 
majority of  families headed by manual workers, even those of  the “working-class aristocracy” (skilled ma-
nual workers), not only had negative balances but also a very low level of  coverage of  their household bud-
get, which was incompatible with the living conditions necessary for production and social reproduction.

The results of  our research are much more severe than those obtained by Luis Garrido based on the 
analysis of  food expenditure, who maintains that the “breadwinner” model could prevail among the middle 
classes and even among the “working-class aristocracy”20; our results indicate that the skilled workers could 
not generally sustain their families alone and that even a segment of  the non-manual workers encountered 
serious difficulties to do so. They coincide greatly with the conclusions obtained by Carlos Arenas (1992), 
based on the study of  working-class families of  the city of  Seville, who maintains that poverty not only 
affected the families of  the day labourers but also those of  many skilled manual workers.

In these circumstances, the contribution to the family income of  paid work by the adult women and 
even that of  some of  the older children (10, 11 or 12 years) played a complementary role in the formation 
of  the household budget. These contributions that were not generally recorded in the census documents 
but are testified by the qualitative studies on women’s labour and the child population (Garrido, 1990; Bo-
rrás Llop, 2015) and suggested by the photographic images and journalistic descriptions and literary stories 
of  the period (Benítez, 1904; Albuera, 2006; Bello, 2007).

The budget deficit of  the majority of  families reached such a high level that even with the female in-
come (as shown in the simulation exercise of  constructing budgets with the universal contribution of  both 
spouses (Table 11)), the budgets of  the unskilled manual workers’ families (day labourers and temporary 
farmworkers) continued to be insufficient. In these conditions, many of  these families, which formed the 
majority part of  the popular classes of  Jaén, often resorted to alternative or marginal survival strategies.

The family, friend and neighbour support networks were the first point to which families in critical 
situations of  poverty turned to source food or other basic necessity goods. Another common recourse was 
the relief  of  the public institutions (local government, schools, etc.) in the form of  the provision of  bread 
or breakfast in schools. Private charity, through testamentary dispositions of  the richest classes (bourge-
oisie and upper middle class), also distributed bread or small money donations. The accumulation of  debt 
in shops, the late payment or the non-payment of  rent were also practices in this repertoire of  minimum 

20  This author claims that the “breadwinner” model may probably have prevailed among the middle classes and even among 
the “working-class aristocracy” (Garrido, 1990: 113, 138 and 144): “One fact that should be highlighted is that during the first 
third of  the twentieth century, the skilled workers and craftsmen maintained a level of  wages above the budgeted cost of  food 
for a family of  3 to 5 people on normal days. In other words, they could perfectly sustain their families, even though only the 
man worked and, logically, provided that they did not suffer from the problem of  forced unemployment. This was not the case 
of  feast days and, therefore the average of  the mean daily expenditure”.
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subsistence. In the most extreme cases, people resorted to begging or delinquency, such as the theft of  food 
or clothes.

However, the analysis of  the formation of  household budgets reveals that the inequality prevailing 
in Jaén society was not only conditioned by the class position of  individuals and family and was not only 
related to the contrast between the wealth and power of  owners, businessmen and professionals and the po-
verty of  manual labour or the hardships of  the lower middle class, but also affected the gender relations that 
organised reproduction from the family and production from the market. These relations were eminently 
uneven, rooted in the sexual division of  labour, which foisted a double load of  work onto the women, the 
unpaid domestic work and paid work. Without this double labour effort or this double working day, the 
subsistence of  the working-class families would have been unfeasible.

The analysis of  the household budgets of  nuclear families with children under the age of  thirteen 
indicates that the standard of  living of  the population of  the city in 1920, similarly to the case of  other 
Andalusian cities (Arenas, 1992; Calero Amor, 1973), was extraordinarily low, lower than at the end of  the 
1800s or the first decade of  the 1900s.

In light of  this reality, it is difficult to ignore that the popular mobilisation of  the so-called “Bolshevik 
Triennium” in defending the restoration of  a minimum standard of  living and fundamentally manifested 
in the demand for bread and work and the control of  the shortages and prices of  food and rent and aimed 
against the corruption and negligent spending of  the municipal and central authorities, was based on objec-
tive material motivations. The structural problems of  the urban society of  Jaén, Andalusia and Spain (Otero 
Carvajal and Martínez López, 2022), such as the scourge of  unemployment, the shortage of  essential goods 
and housing, which were aggravated with the inflationary crisis caused by the First World War, condemned 
the majority of  the families in the city to poverty.

Undoubtedly, the construction by the republican and socialist avant-garde of  an egalitarian and demo-
cratic vindictive imaginary was based on the impetus that proletarian internationalism gave to the creation 
of  resistance, mutual aid and union workers’ organisations, the creation of  an emancipating and egalitarian 
reality and to the refining of  an experience of  cooperation and collective action. However, and analogous to 
what came to pass in other situations of  emancipating and democratic collective mobilisation in European 
societies in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, the structure of  opportunity of  the collective action 
of  the “Bolshevik Triennium” was framed within a situation of  collective material suffering caused by a 
recurring crisis as a result of  capitalism.
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Annex A. Price of  the daily wage of  some occupations in the city of  Jaén (1920). In current pesetas/day
Census certificates Wage and working days statistics Statistical Yearbook of  Spain

(Number of  cases) 
Mean daily wage

Daily wage per working day 
of  8 hours

Minimum daily wage

Bricklayers (355) 5.0 5.3 7.5
Temporary farmworker (1,144) 4.6 -- 6.0
Carpenters (163) 4.1 8.0 6.0
Seamstresses 
and 
dressmakers

(61) 1.5 1.6 1.5
1.7

Day labourers (1,580) 4.8 -- 6.0
Shoemakers (117) 3.3 3.5 3.0

Source: Census certificates drawn from the Municipal Enumerator Books of  Jaén, 1920; Ministerio de Trabajo, Estadística de sala-
rios y jornadas de trabajo referida al período 1914-1925, Madrid, 1927; Anuario Estadístico de España, 1920.

Annex B. Income registration (in current pesetas) among the population of  15-65 years

HISCLASS
Men Women

Daily wage Monthly Annual Daily wage Monthly Annual
Non-manual occupations 28.9 4.2 66.9 34.8 -- 56.5
Manual occupations 94.7 1.3 4.1 52.5 35.8 11.5

Skilled occupations (6 to 10) 90.4 2.3 7.3 90.4 -- --
Unskilled (11-12) 97.1 0.7 2.2 38.4 47.6 13.7

Male and female day labourers 99.4 -- -- 90.0 -- 0.0
Field workers 95.8 -- 3.8 -- -- --
Servants 44.4 33.3 -- 35.4 50.0 14.2
Others 85.4 -- -- -- 0.0 0, 0

No occupation / inactive 63.8 -- 31.9 40.0 -- 50.7
Total 82.5 1.9 15.6 49.5 30.3 20.2

Source: Census certificates of  1920.
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Annex C. Daily domestic expenditure of  a 3B family with five members (two adults and three children under the age 
of  13). Jaén, 1920.

HEADINGS Consumption and daily cost Consumption and annual cost
Price per kg. 

(pts.)
Average consumption

(gr./day)
Cost 
(pts.)

Average consump-
tion (Kg./year)

Cost (pts.)

FOOD
Wheat bread 0.59 1,712.1 1.01 624.9 368.7
Rice 0.80 111.9 0.09 40.8 32.6
Pulses 0.90 63.1 0.06 23 20.7
Potatoes 0.45 1,620.0 0.73 591.3 266.1
Vegetables 0.10 267.3 0.03 97.6 9.8
Wine 0.65 560 0.36 204.4 132.9
Olive oil 1.25 142.9 0.18 52.1 65.1
Lamb/goat 3.50 52 0.18 19 66.5
Pork fat 5 123.6 0.62 45.1 225.5
Eggs 5 113.2 0.57 41.3 206.5
Goat’s milk 0.65 732.3 0.47 267.3 173.8
Cod 3.25 145.9 0.47 53.2 172.9
Sugar 2 106.1 0.21 38.7 77.4
Chocolate 2.83 38.2 0.11 13.9 39.4

Total 5.09 1857.7
FUELS
Coal 0.15 1,000.0 0.15 365.0 54.8
Oil 1.45 0.14 0.20 51.1 74.1

Total 0.35 128.9
RENT 0.21 76.7
OTHER EXPENSES 0.85 311.0
Total 6.50 2,374.3

Sources: Anuario Estadístico de España, 1920; “Pliego de condiciones para optar a la subasta de suministros de víveres 
y combustibles necesarios para el abasto, durante el año económico de 1920 a 1921 de los tres establecimientos de 
beneficencia de la capital de Jaén” Jaén (Solicitation document for the auction of  the food and fuel supplies necessary 
for subsistence during the financial year from 1920 to 1921 of  the three  social welfare establishments in Jaén), Boletín 
Oficial de la Provincia de Jaén,  27 March 1920.

Annex D. Price of  rent of  3B households with children =/<13 years in the city of  Jaén

HISCLASS Households with declared rent Households without de-
clared rent

Nº
Mean daily price of  rent

Nº
Mean Median Mode

Non-manual occupations 227 0.93 0.50 0.20 70
Manual occupations 975 0.24 0.20 0.20 233

Skilled 368 0.30 0.20 0.20 75
Unskilled 607 0.21 0.20 0.20 158

No occupation / inactive 30 0.43 0.20 0.20 17
Total 1,232 0.37 0.20 0.20 320

Source: Census certificates of  1920.
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Annex E. Daily domestic expenditure for 3B families in accordance with the number of  children under the age of  
13. Jaén, 1920.

Type of  family Daily expenditure Annual expenditure
3B with 1 child 4.89 1,786 3
3B with 2 children 5.70 2,080 3

3B with 3 children 6.50 2,374.3
3B with 4 children 7.31 2,668.3
3B with 5 children 8.11 2,962.4
3B with 6 children 8.92 3,256.4
3B with 7 children 9.72 3,550.4
3B with 8 children 10.53 3,844.4
3B with 9 children 11.33 4,138.4
3B with 10 children 12.14 4,432 4
3B with 11 children 12.94 4,726.5
3B with 12 children 13.75 5,020.5

Source: Pliego de condiciones para optar a la subasta de suministros de víveres y combustibles necesarios para 
el abasto, durante el año económico de 1920 a 1921 de los tres establecimientos de beneficencia de la capital de 
Jaén (Solicitation document for the auction of  the food and fuel supplies necessary for subsistence during the 
financial year from 1920 to 1921 of  the three  social welfare establishments in Jaén), Boletín Oficial de la Provincia 
de Jaén,  27 March 1920.

Annex F. Daily family budget of  a couple with three minor children of  J. Sagristá (1920)
 Grammes Pesetas %
Food  5.10

80.3

Bread 3,000 2.10
Oil (one panilla (quarter of  a pound)) 115 0.60
Potatoes 1,000 0.40
Meat (one cuarterón (quarter pound)) 115 0.60
Pulses (chickpeas) 200 0.30
Salad (vegetables)  0.10
Afternoon snack  0.75
Substance  0.25
House rent  0.25

19.7Energy (light + fire)  0.30
Other expenses (soap, clothes, etc.)  0.70
TOTAL EXPENDITURE  6.35

Source: J. Sagristá, “La Internacional”, 27 August 1920. (cited by M. Tuñón de Lara, 1978).
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Annex G. Composition of  family and class income. Contribution (percentage) of  the members of  the family income 
of  male-headed households. 

Head Spouse Daughter Son Grandmother 
/ Grandfather

Other rela-
tives

No relation

% Nº % Nº % Nº % Nº % Nº % Nº % Nº

Non-manual occupations 89.5 76.5 0.7 9 0.4 7 6.8 125 0.4 4 2.2 34 0.1 2

Manual occupations 74.8 2,782 1.1 32 0.7 144 19.9 944 0.2 10 1.1 51 0.0 1

Skilled 78.2 946 0.3 10 1.0 68 16.8 287 0.2 4 1.0 21 0.0 1

Unskilled 72.9 1,836 0.2 22 0.6 76 21.7 657 0.2 6 1.1 30 0.0 0

Male and female day labourers 73.3 1,040 0.2 8 0.6 44 22.7 387 0.1 2 1.4 23 0.0 0

Field workers 73.7 756 0.4 14 0.7 32 20.7 258 0.4 4 0.7 7 0.0 0

Servants 100.0 10 0.0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0.0 0

Others 84.7 30 0.0 0 0.0 0 15.3 12 0.0 0 0 0 0.0 0

No occupation / inactive 61.7 45 7.5 4 3.3 2 23.5 27 0.0 0 4.0 5 0.0 0

Total 79.6 3,592 0.5 45 0.6 153 15.5 1,096 0.3 14 1.5 90 0.0 3
Source: Census certificates of  1920.
The average family income of  households with live-in servants is the result of  the income of  all members of  the family (with-
out counting the live-in servants) minus the income of  the live-in servants.

Annex H. Composition of  family and class income. Contribution (percentage) of  the members of  the family income 
of  female-headed households.

Head
Woman Spouse Daughter Son

Grand-
mother / 

Grandfather

Other rela-
tives No relation

% Nº % Nº % Nº % Nº % Nº % Nº % Nº

Non-manual occupations 62.4 25 0.0 0 1.4 4 13.8 10 1.5 2 20.9 8 0.0 0

Manual occupations 31.9 114 0.0 0 10.8 36 48.7 69 0.7 1 7.2 11 0.7 1

Skilled occupations (6 to 10) 35.8 32 0.0 0 12.6 13 40.0 26 0.0 0 11.6 8 0.0 0

Unskilled (11-12) 29.0 82 0.0 0 9.0 23 56.4 43 1.4 1 2.8 3 1.4 1

Male and female day labourers 33.3 2 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 25.0 1 41.6 1 0.0 0

Field workers 100.0 1 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0

Servants 28.1 78 0.0 0 9.7 23 61.0 43 0.0 0 0.6 2 1.5 1

Others 100.0 1 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0

No occupation / inactive 7.8 49 1.3 7 3.5 51 74.4 365 0.0 1 11.8 51 0.4 1

Total 16.4 188 1.0 7 4.3 91 65.0 444 0.4 4 12.0 70 0.4 2
Source: Census certificates of  1920.
The average family income of  households with live-in servants is the result of  the income of  all members of  the family (with-
out counting the live-in servants) minus the income of  the live-in servants.
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Annex I. Composition of  family and class income. Contribution (percentage) of  the members of  the family income 
of  male-headed households with the income of  the spouse

Head Spouse Daughter Son Grandmother / 
Grandfather

Other 
relatives

No rela-
tion

% Nº % Nº % Nº % Nº % Nº % Nº % Nº

Non-manual occupations 63.5 8 36.5 9 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0

Manual occupations 52.1 31 23.1 32 4.4 14 17.8 14 0.2 1 2.4 1 0.0 0

Skilled occupations (6 to 10) 51.8 9 28.7 10 5.1 6 14.2 4 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0

Unskilled (11-12) 51.9 22 20.4 22 4.1 8 19.5 10 0.3 1 3.7 1 0.0 0

Male and female day labourers 46.6 8 21.5 8 1.5 1 21.0 4 0.0 0 9.4 1 0.0 0

Field workers 55.4 14 19.7 14 5.8 7 18.5 6 0.5 1 0.0 0 0.0 0

Servants 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0

Others 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0

No occupation / inactive 0.0 0 100.0 4 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0

Total 54.1 39 33.1 45 2.2 14 8.9 14 0.1 1 1.2 1 0.0 0
Source: Census certificates of  1920.
The average family income of  households with live-in servants is the result of  the income of  all members of  the family (with-
out counting the live-in servants) minus the income of  the live-in servants.

Annex J. 3B households with children =/<13 years in the city of  Jaén

HISCLASS Total With the breadwinner’s income
% Nº % Nº

Non-manual occupations 100 311 66.5 207
Manual occupations 100 1,250 73.3 916

Skilled 100 458 70.3 322
Unskilled 100 792 75.0 594

No occupation / inactive 100 51 7.8 4
Total 100 1,612 69.9 1,127

Source: Census certificates of  1920.


