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LONG-DISTANCE CONTACTS: NORTH-WEST IBERIA
DURING THE 3RD MILLENNIUM BC

Carlos Rodriguez-Rellan, Antonio Morgado Rodriguez, José Antonio Lozano

Due to its peripheral situation, north-western Iberia has been traditionally contemplated as a territory that was
relatively isolated from the long-distance trade routes that would have existed across the Peninsula during late
prehistory. Furthermore, if these contacts took place, they have been considered to be restricted to the closer
territories, such as the north of the Duero River or the western part of the Cantabrian Rim and the Spanish
Meseta. Likewise, many authors have repeatedly mentioned the possibility of sea contacts between the north-
west and other territories of the European Atlantic coast. Nevertheless, these contacts have hardly ever been
proved with any certainty. Now, technical similitudes and petrographic analysis have allowed us to confirm the
presence of a blade made from Turon flint (Mdalaga, Andalusia) within the grave goods deposited in the Chan de
Armada I mound (Pontevedra, Galicia). This circumstance provides a basis to revise other possible evidences
of long-distance contacts that existed in the north-west and also their possible precedents in former millennia.

Introduction

The Galician territory, located in the north-west part of
the Iberian Peninsula, is part of the Hercynian or Variscan
orogenic belt. The lithology of this area is mainly composed
of igneous and metamorphic rocks such as granite and
schist, while cryptocrystalline rocks like flint are almost
absent, it being possible to find only small deposits of
chalcedony, opal and jasper (Rodriguez et al. 2009). These
local cryptocrystalline rocks, although good for knapping,
were hardly worked during late prehistory, when the lithic
assemblages were made mainly from other raw materials
such as quartz, rock crystal or slate (Rodriguez 2010).
This circumstance means that most of the flint found in
the prehistoric sites across the Galician territory probably
came from other areas of the Iberian Peninsula. Thus,
flint items seem to have been prestige goods causing,
to some extent, the appearance of a dichotomy between
everyday lithic assemblages and those deposited in funerary

contexts. The flint found in domestic sites hardly exceeds
5% of the lithic assemblage (Rodriguez 2010); in contrast,
flint artefacts (mainly arrowheads, microliths and blades)
represent 65% of the flaked assemblages of north-western
megalithic contexts that have been reliably studied up to
now (Fabregas 1992).

Despite this supposed non-local origin of the Galician flint,
only a small number of specialists have tried to identify its
provenence and the way in which it arrived in our territory
(Abad 1987; Bello 1995; Rodriguez et al. 2009). The scarcity,
or even the absence, of petrographic analysis has significantly
limited these studies, so the flint sources have had to be
identified on the basis of macroscopic analysis of the raw
material. In the present study, we bring to light the results of
the first petrographic analysis of a prehistoric flint artefact
carried out in the Galician territory: a blade found in the Chan
de Armada I mound (Marin, Pontevedra). The analysis has
allowed us to identify the southern origin of this blade — the
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Turén Valley (Malaga, Andalusia) — and, in consequence, to
verify the fact that the north-west was not isolated from the
long trade routes during the 3rd millennium. On the basis of
this new information and the presence in our territory of more
allegedly non-local artefacts, the hypothesis of the existence
of long distance contacts between Galicia and other parts
of the Iberian Peninsula or even Europe is explored and its
nature discussed. Likewise, the possible precedent of these
contacts during former millennia is also examined.

A Turon flint blade in Chan de Armada I mound

Chan de Armada I is located in the Morrazo Peninsula,
one of the several spits of land projected into the sea that
exist along the Western Coast of Galicia (Fig. 11.1). The
available information about this site is fairly limited, as it
came from an old archaeological intervention (1957) during
which, furthermore, it was discovered that the integrity of
the monument had been seriously damaged by the action of
furtive excavations. Moreover, the details of the excavation
were not published until two decades later (De la Pena
and Rodriguez 1976) because of the death of one of the
archaeologists, a circumstance that also made necessary
the reconstruction of the exact position in which each
archaeological artefact was originally found.

A small polygonal chamber and a short passage composed
of 13 orthostats with no capstones conserved in situ
were documented during the excavation (Fig. 11.2). An
accumulation of stones was also found in front of the narrow
entrance which, due to its similarities with the evidence
found in other Galician mounds (Fabregas and Vilaseco
2006), could be interpreted as the remains of the closure of
the monument.

The grave goods recovered from the Chan de Armada
mound (Fig. 11.3) comprise two flint blades and 15
arrowheads made on flint, quartz, schist and slate. Besides
the flaked industry, two polished axes, two spheroids and
non-decorated pottery were found together with ochre and
limonite fragments. Some of these objects would have had
a special significance, due to their large dimensions or
technical characteristics; this is the case of one of the flint
arrowheads, which shows a much more elaborate technique
than the other projectiles recovered. Regarding the flint
blades, one of them is made from a grey, grainy siliceous
rock and its dimensions (189 mm) make it the largest blade
found in the Galician territory until now. This artefact shows
a faceted platform, a relatively marked bulb of force and an
average longitudinal curvature that suggest it was probably
made by indirect percussion. The second blade, fractured
by flexion, was made from a high quality, cream coloured
flint; it shows an extremely marked dihedral platform and
a practically non-existent bulb of force, both characteristics
compatible with pressure flaking.

Both the quality of flint and the large size of the blanks
from which the blades of Chan de Armada must have been
flaked (incompatible with the characteristics of the local
blanks of this raw material) suggest a probable non-local
origin of these artefacts. Furthermore, the flaking techniques
used during its production — possibly indirect percussion
and pressure — imply that both blades would probably have
arrived in the Galician territory already transformed. Our
conviction about this circumstance is based on the absence,
nowadays, of clear evidence of the local development of
these techniques during late prehistory, over and above
sporadic microlaminar products, derived from technical
traditions typical of former periods (Rodriguez 2010).

The raw material and the technical characteristics of
the non-fractured blade of Chan de Armada were not
determining enough to allow us to identify a specific origin
of this artefact. Moreover, we must take into account that
the use of indirect percussion seems to have been present in
all the production centres in the west and the north part of
the Iberian Peninsula (Morgado et al. 2009; Tarrifio 2006).
In contrast, the possibility that the second blade could have
been made by pressure flaking reduced the potential sources
of origin since, apart from specific examples in the centre
and east of the Peninsula, the production of long flint blades
by pressure flaking has been mainly documented in southern
Iberia. Therefore the technical characteristics pointed to a
possible southern origin of the fractured blade of Chan de
Armada I, specifically to one of the production centres that
would have exploited the flint formations which exist in the
Campo de Gibraltar Complex (Cordillera Bética, Andalusia).
Fortunately, the lithic production from this region is well
documented, both technically (Pelegrin and Morgado 2007,
Morgado et al. 2009) and from the point of view of raw
material characterisation (Rodriguez-Tovar et al. 2010).

The Campo de Gibraltar complex consists mostly
of allochtonous Palacogene and Lower Miocene flysch
sediments comprising clayey and sandy sediments,
locally conglomeratic, that were deposited in deep-water
environments or flysch troughs (Rodriguez-Tovar et al.
2010). These formations were exploited during almost
the entirety of late prehistory; nevertheless, it would have
been during the Late Neolithic (end of the 5th and the
beginning of the 4th millennium BC) when the development
of complex technical processes for the production of long
blades (120400 mm) would have taken place in this area
(Morgado ef al. 2009). Those were based on the elaboration
of prismatic blade cores which required a high technical
command by the knapper, due to the necessary making
of pre-forms or “pre-cores” which allowed a standardised
production (Pelegrin and Morgado 2007) (Fig. 11.4).

These blades were obtained by shaping the edge of the
core at an extremely dihedral angle so that a precise point
for the application of pressure was created; this circumstance
produced a specific characteristic which is also shared by
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Fig. 11.1. Map of the north-western Iberia with the two main areas of distribution of flint artefacts. Sites referred in the text, Chan de
Armada I indicated by a star: 1. O Regueirifio/A Fontenla; 2. Ons Island, 3. Guidoiro Areoso, 4. Os Campirios; 5. Dombate; 6. Petroglyphs
containing engravings of ships.
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Fig. 11.4. Turon flint blade found in Chan de Armada 1. Main stages of the method of production of flint blades in the south of the Iberian
Peninsula (Pelegrin and Morgado 2007). Dihedral platform (a. Chan de Armada I; b. Turon flint blade).
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the Chan de Armada blade: an extremely marked dihedral
platform (Fig. 11.4). The presence of blades with this type
of platforms and with high lengths and widths was related
with the use of the reinforced pressure flaking (Pelegrin and
Morgado 2007). In this sense, the experimental knapping
showed that the blades made by reinforced pressure had a
minimum width of 22 mm (Pelegrin and Morgado 2007).
The Chan de Armada blade shows, in conclusion, technical
(an extremely marked dihedral platform) and metrical
characteristics (25 mm width) that could be related with
the reinforced pressure.

The possibility of a southern origin for the Chan de
Armada blade made necessary an analysis of the raw
material. The results allowed us to find some characteristics
that suggested without doubt that the flint was obtained
at one of the quarries of the Rio Tur6on Valley (Malaga)
(Fig. 11.5). This evidence, subsequently backed by the
mineralogical and geochemical analysis, was mainly based
on the identification in the Galician blade of specific fossil
traces: Chondrites and Physosiphon, biogenic structures
resulting from the live activity of an individual organism
modifying the substrate (Rodriguez-Tovar et al. 2010),
which were also identified in the ichnological studies carried
out in this area of the Malaga province by the Departamento
de Estratigrafia y Paleontologia of the Universidad de
Granada. This technical and fossil evidence has already
allowed the archaeologists to identify blades made from
the same raw material in other archaeological sites of the
region, such as Los Millares (Almeria) or Los Castillejos
de Montefrio (Granada), proving a wide circulation of
these products across Andalusia. Nevertheless, the new
evidence of contacts with the Northwest — 700 km away
from the original source of the raw material — turns
the Chan de Armada blade into one of the most remote
contacts documented in the Iberian Peninsula during the
late prehistory.

The specific chronology of the contacts through which
the Turén blade arrived to the Galician territory is very
difficult to establish, due to the aforementioned problems
of the site and to the absence of radiocarbon dates. These
circumstances prevent us from speculating with any degree
of certainty about the particular moment at which the
deposition or depositions of the grave goods were made, and
only an approximated relative chronology can be established
based on a comparison with other similar contexts in which
radiocarbon dates are available. The radiocarbon dates for
passage-graves in Galicia suggest that this type of burial
chamber reached its height during the 4th millennium. The
dates obtained in the closure levels of the entrance of two of
these monuments, Dombate and Os Campifios 6 (A Coruiia),
show that the abandon of the passage-graves seems to have
occurred mainly during the transition and the first half of
the 3rd millennium BC (Fig. 11.2). The aforementioned
existence of a possible closure level in front of the passage

of Chan de Armada I, allows us to raise the hypothesis by
which a closure episode —more or less coetaneous with
those suggested in Dombate and Os Campifios— could have
existed. This circumstance would provide us with a possible
terminus ante quem for the deposition of the flint blades
inside the tomb.

In regard to the lower chronological limit of the
deposition, the only information we have is provided by
the presence of arrowheads; the studies carried out in the
north-western megaliths (Fabregas 1992) evidence that there
is no evidence of projectiles in archaeological contexts prior
to the transition between the 4th and the 3rd millennia BC.
Furthermore, the fact that the artefacts recovered during the
Chan de Armada excavation can be considered evolved types
of the triangular and convex-bottom arrowheads probably
confirms that they were deposited inside the burial chamber
during the first moments of the 3rd millennium.

These chronological coordinates are consistent with
the limits established for the production of long blades
by pressure flaking in south Iberia. This type of artefact
appeared in regional archaeological contexts around 4100—
3800 cal. BC (Pelegrin and Morgado 2007), reaching their
height in the last quarter of the 4th millennium and then
gradually disappearing in the middle of the 3rd.

In conclusion, the available information seems to show
the possibility that the flint blade made on Turén flint found
in Chan de Armada I was deposited inside the chamber
in the beginning of the 3rd millennium. Nevertheless,
problems with the archaeological context of the site and
limited information derived from the intervention hinder
any attempt to determine the character or duration of the
episode or episodes of use of the burial chamber and also to
establish if all the artefacts were deposited at the same time.
Due to these circumstances we cannot also deny, although
there is no evidence in this direction, the possibility of
a reutilisation of the monument at a later time, as seems
to have occurred in the neighbouring mound of Chan de
Arquina, especially if we take into account that human
presence during the second half of the 3rd millennium was
documented only a few hundred metres away from Chan
de Armada (Garcia-Lastra 1984—1985).

The nature of long distance contacts with the
north-west during late prehistory

The presence of southern items in the north-west clearly
shows the existence of long distance contacts between this
territory and other points of the Iberian Peninsula during
late prehistory. Nevertheless, it is very difficult to determine
the nature and intensity of these contacts due to the scarcity
of information. The absence both of artefacts coming from
well-known archaeological contexts and of petrographic
analysis hinders our knowledge about the specific origin
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of many of these items. So, information about the long
distance contacts can be only partially glimpsed through an
analysis of the characteristics and distribution of these non-
local objects, hoping that the results allow us to establish a
hypothesis on how and through which routes they arrived.

As we have already pointed (Rodriguez et al. 2009),
there are a small number (15) of “long blades” (lengths
greater than 100 mm) in the north-west. Most of them were
found in megalithic funerary contexts of very heterogeneous
chronologies (5th to the end of the 3rd millennium BC).
Nevertheless, this number of blades is only a small part of
the total amount of this kind of objects that must have come
to the north-west, since there is evidence suggesting that
many of these blades would have been ruthlessly broken to
be used as a basis for making artefacts such as arrowheads
(as we can see in one of the Chan de Armada projectiles)
or microliths. This circumstance suggests that, in most
cases, the prestige of the long blades within the Galician
prehistoric communities could have been due to the scarcity
of the raw material from which these artefacts were made,
rather than their dimensions or technical characteristics
(Rodriguez et al. 2009).

The analysis of the distribution of these items, and of
the flint itself, across the north-west can give us some
ideas about the routes through which they arrived in our
territory. This distribution shows the existence of two main
areas separated by the Dorsal Meridiana (Fig. 11.1), a
small mountain range that seems to have played a dividing
role between eastern and western throughout history. This
division can also be observed in the existence of differences
in the megalithic grave goods and art (Criado and Fabregas
1994; Carrera 2011) and also in the open-air rock art
(Fabregas et al. 2009); differences that seem to have lasted,
at least, until the Iron Age (Carballo 2003).

The first of these areas — much more important in terms
of the number of flint items documented — runs in parallel
to the western coast and, within it, a gradual decrease in
the number of flint artefacts can be observed as we advance
to the north and inland. The second area is centred in the
north-east of Galicia and, although this zone boasts one
of the larger concentrations of megalithic mounds in the
Galician territory (Criado and Fabregas 1994), the flint
artefacts deposited inside the tombs are relatively few in
comparison with the western megaliths; this circumstance
occurred despite the presence in this area of local sources
of cryptocrystalline rocks that were exploited mainly during
the Upper Palaeolithic, but also during late prehistory. In the
map of distributions, a vacuum of flint accumulations can
also be observed in south-western Galicia; nevertheless, this
circumstance is probably due more to a scarcity of intensive
research in this area than to a real absence of flint artefacts.

Therefore, according to these distributions, we can
propose two main gateways for the movement of flint
into Galicia: a “Western” and a “Meridional” route. The

first would probably have followed the Cantabrian coast
of Galicia and/or some of the mountain passes that exist
in the eastern mountain ranges, such as those used by the
pilgrims of the Primitive and the French Way to Santiago
de Compostela. It can be assumed that this western route
would have been the more probable way of entry of raw
materials and artefacts coming from the Cantabrian Rim and
possibly the Spanish Meseta. The contacts between these
areas during the 3rd millennium are well known from the
documentation of Galician artefacts in the current territory
of Asturias, as happened in the case of the double pick of
Marabiu (De Blas and Corretgé 2001).

Other evidence is the presence of common elements
in rock art, as the Peria Tu representations (quadrangular
motifs, sometimes accompanied by weapons such as daggers
or halberds, probably representing an anthropomorphic
entity), which has been engraved in a more natural or
schematic way in different points of the north-west (Fig.
11.6) during the second half of the 3rd and the beginning of
the 2nd millenium (Fabregas et al. 2004). The distribution
of these representations could indicate the existence of some
kind of “common beliefs” engendered by contacts between
these different areas, the origin of which can probably be
traced in former millennia.

Regarding the Meridional routes, it seems that the
introduction of flint would have mainly taken place along
the western coast from the Portuguese territory, advancing
across the wide coastal plain and geographical features such
as the Depresion Meridiana — a fault that crosses from south
to north all along the western side of the Galician territory
and which has remained a major communication route up
to the present day — and the major rivers (Limia, Mifio and
Ulla), which apparently were important in the distribution
of flint to the inlands (Fig. 11.1).

Although we do not have analytical evidence to support
it, the flint distribution across Galicia — even taking into
account the existence of gaps in research — seems to show
that this last area could be the most important route of
entrance of this raw material into our territory. Maybe
much of this flint had its origin in the production centres
documented in the Portuguese Estremadura. It is possible
that areas such as the south-western coast or the centre of
Portugal, where the blades from Extremadura and from
the Andalusia workshops would have arrived (Nocete et
al. 2005; Morgado et al. 2009), might have played an
important role as intermediary points from which the more
southern items could have been introduced to trade networks
which, in turn, allowed their passage to the north-west. The
alternative to this possibility would be the existence of
direct contacts, more or less sporadic, between the south and
Galicia, as seems to be shown by the absence, until now,
of blades made from Turén flint in the Portuguese territory.

The western coast of the Iberian Peninsula has
traditionally been considered a favourable route through
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Fig. 11.6. Map of the north-western Iberia showing the distribution of the Peiia Tu motifs and of the main objects referred in the text:
Tumiac and Cangas perforated axes; Alpine axe of Braganga; double pick of Marabiu, Monte Pirleo pot; Palazuelos variscite mines.
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which movements of people and objects took place during
prehistory. The importance of this area in the spread of
farming has been widely discussed, even appealing to the
use of the coastal navigation to try to explain the apparently
rapid expansion of the Neolithic along several areas of the
Iberian Peninsula (Zilhdo 2001). Although the details of
the introduction of agriculture in the north-west are far
from clear, the information we have nowadays shows an
apparently early introduction of food-producing economies
in the southern Atlantic coast of Galicia, maybe due to better
climatic conditions in this area at that time (Fabregas 2010)
and to the influxes coming from north Portugal through the
coastal way.

Meanwhile, the possible use of coastal navigation along
the Atlantic fagade of the Iberian Peninsula during late
prehistory remains a very controversial issue. In contrast to
the difficulty of transit by land across much of the Galician
territory, the navigation across the “Rias” — long and narrow
inlets — is usually calm because they are sheltered from
storms and rough seas. In this sense, the proximity to the
coast of many of the Neolithic and Bronze Age sites in
this area could have facilitated the interaction between the
communities that lived on them. Likewise, crossing the Rias
by sea would have saved long detours, so the control of
those areas in which the ford was easier would have been
important for these communities, as seems to have happened
in O Regueirifio and A Fontela sites (Moafa, Pontevedra)
(Rodriguez 2010) and maybe in Guidoiro Areoso (Vilanova
de Arousa, Pontevedra), a small islet in the middle of the
Ria de Arousa where several mounds were built.

This navigation across the Rias, which may have been
made using small canoes similar to those of the Iron
Age found in the Limia River (Alves and Rieth 2007), is
indirectly confirmed by the documentation of rock art in
the Ons Island, almost 4 km from the coast of the Ria de
Pontevedra. The presence of these engravings proves that
the prehistoric communities of Galicia would have practised
coastal navigation since, at least, the 3rd millennium BC.
Nevertheless, evidence of this kind of navigation is far
from sufficient to demonstrate the capabilities required
for successful navigation between the south and the north-
west of the Iberian Peninsula and also between the latter
and other areas of the Atlantic European coast. We must
take into account that several authors (Ruiz-Galvez 1998;
Cunliffe 2004) have expressed the difficulties of navigation
along this route, mainly to the north, when the prehistoric
navigators would have had to travel against the prevailing
current and wind. Maybe as a result of these difficulties
there is no clear evidence of maritime contacts between the
north-west and the south until at least the end of the 2nd
millennium BC, when the first evidence of Mediterranean
objects are found in Galicia (Ruibal 2004) and we also
have the representations of alleged Mediterranean ships
on petroglyphs, the engraving of which, nevertheless, has

been moved forward to the beginning of the 2nd millennium
(Costas and De la Pefia 2011).

Together with this coastal way, other inland routes
of entrance into Galicia across the south-east must be
considered, through which items from the Spanish Meseta
and Portuguese region of Tras-Os-Montes could have come
into the north-west. Likewise, it is possible that this area
might have been the route of entry for southern items, such
as the pot found in the Monte Pirleo mound (Guitiriz, Lugo),
which could have arrived across the Via de la Plata (Fig.
11.6) a traditional path, the importance of which drastically
increased in the next millennia, as demonstrated by the
recent discovery of examples of “south-western” stelae
in the south-east of Galicia and northern Portugal (Alves
and Reis 2011). Nevertheless, these south-eastern routes
would have played an important role since, at least, the
4th millennium BC, when items from the Spanish Meseta
and central Iberia, such as variscite beads from Palazuelos
(Zamora) and maybe sillimanite axes or even flint, would
probably have arrived in Galicia.

During the 3rd millennium BC, contacts through these
southern routes (both coastal and internal) would be more
frequent and intense, as suggested by the distribution of
objects such as Penha pottery. These contacts by land may
have been favoured, in subsequent times, by pioneering
experiments in horse riding, which seem to be beginning to
occur in the transition between the 3rd and 2nd millennia,
given the references in Galician rock art (Fabregas et al.
2011).

The Atlantic connection: sea contacts between
Galicia and other parts of the European Atlantic
coast

Given its condition of Finisterre, the Galician territory has
been considered a significant stage in the routes by sea
among different regions of the western Atlantic coast of
Europe, such as Brittany. There have been many authors who
found characteristics shared by these territories which would
only have been possible due to the existence of more or less
sporadic contacts. This is the case not only of megalithic
art (Cassen and Vaquero 2000), but also of elements of the
material culture such as pottery (Suarez 1997; Prieto and
Salanova 2009).

The lithic industry, especially polished artefacts such
as axes and beads, also suggests a similar connection;
since the distribution analysis of alpine axes conducted by
P. Petrequin (Petrequin et al. 2007; Fabregas et al. 2012)
shows the presence of some of these artefacts in the north-
west of the Iberian Peninsula. This is especially evident in
the case of the Tumiac type, polished axes with a proximal
perforation, of which not only is there documentation of one
example made in jadeite in the Galician territory (Vilapedre,
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Lugo) but also it seems that imitations were made locally
all over the north-west (Cangas Type) (Fig. 11.6). These
coincidences in the axe types from Galicia and Brittany
suggest the possible existence of contacts between these
two areas since, at least, the 4th millennium, a hypothesis
that can be also reinforced by the documentation of variscite
beads from Palazuelos in several Breton mounds (Querré
et al. 2008).

Contacts by sea have been repeatedly mentioned as the
method through which the communication between northern
Iberia and Brittany would have been made. These have been
frequently defined as the result of direct contacts between
Finisterres, avoiding the dangerous coast of the Bay of
Biscay (Cunliffe 2004). Nevertheless, this option would
have required deep-sea navigation, without visual contact of
the coast, for more than 48 hours (Naveiro 1991). This kind
of navigation would have required considerabe development
in boat construction techniques and a wide knowledge
of navigation, meteorology and astronomy (Ruiz-Géalvez
1998). Although these can be defended for the later periods
of the 3rd millennium, they are much more difficult to trace
in these earlier times. According to these circumstances, the
coastal navigation through the Bay of Biscay might be more
likely, even taking account the danger of its coast.

The choice of one of these two possible routes — a
deep-sea contact between Galicia and Brittany or a coastal
navigation along the Bay of Biscay — can have important
consequences for our understanding of the archaeology
of northern Iberia and about the relations of the different
areas which form this territory. Thus, in the frame of a
hypothesis that accepts direct contacts between Finisterres,
the importance of the role played by the north-west increases
substantially, since this area would become the gate of
entrance and point of departure from all the “Atlantic items”
and a hub from which these would be distributed to other
parts of the Iberian Peninsula such as the Cantabrian Rim,
the Spanish Meseta or the Portuguese territory. In contrast,
if we accept the possibility of a coastal navigation in which
a journey is divided into many stages, the entire Cantabrian
Rim would become a potential entrance and departure point
for different items. Unfortunately, we are far from answering
these questions, due the present state of our knowledge.

Conclusions

The evidence of the presence of a flint blade from the
south of the Iberian Peninsula in the Galician territory
allows us to prove clearly the existence of long-distance
contacts between these two areas during late prehistory.
In consequence, this circumstance also evidences that the
north-west was not isolated from the commercial networks
in the 3rd millennium BC, which would probably have
had their origin in earlier times. These contacts would

have connected the north-west with other areas within the
Peninsula, but probably also beyond it, such as Brittany.
Furthermore, the results achieved show the importance of
the technical and petrographic analysis of flint as a method
to determine the existence of long-distance contacts.
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