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ABSTRACT: Chiral graphene hybrid materials have attracted significant attention in recent years due to their
various applications in the areas of chiral catalysis, chiral separation and recognition, enantioselective sensing, etc.
On the other hand, chiral materials are also known to exhibit chirality-dependent spin transmission, commonly
dubbed “chirality induced spin selectivity” or CISS. However, CISS properties of chiral graphene materials are
largely unexplored. As such, it is not clear whether graphene is even a promising material for the CISS effect given its
weak spin−orbit interaction. Here, we report the CISS effect in chiral graphene sheets, in which a graphene
derivative (reduced graphene oxide or rGO) is noncovalently functionalized with chiral Fmoc-FF (Fmoc-
diphenylalanine) supramolecular fibers. The graphene flakes acquire a “conformational chirality” postfunctionaliza-
tion, which, combined with other factors, is presumably responsible for the CISS signal. The CISS signal correlates
with the supramolecular chirality of the medium, which depends on the thickness of graphene used. Quite
interestingly, the noncovalent supramolecular chiral functionalization of conductive materials offers a simple and
straightforward methodology to induce chirality and CISS properties in a multitude of easily accessible advanced
conductive materials.
KEYWORDS: chirality-induced spin selectivity, graphene, supramolecular chirality, carbon nanosheets, short peptides,
spin transport

INTRODUCTION

Chirality-induced spin selectivity (CISS) refers to a set of
phenomena in which chirality of a material imparts significant
spin selectivity to various electronic processes.1,2 In the context
of spintronic devices, it means generation of chirality-dependent
spin polarization, when a population of spin unpolarized
electrons is transmitted through a chiral medium, or detection
of spins using chiral materials. Thus, chiral media can act as spin
polarizers or analyzers, which are critical components of
spintronic devices. The physical origin of CISS is still under

debate, although it is generally assumed that the spin−orbit

interaction of the medium plays a critical role.1
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Many organic molecules such as DNA, amino acids, peptides,
helicenes, etc. are inherently chiral, and hence they are
commonly employed for CISS studies.2−6 However, these
molecules are electrical insulators, which pose challenges for
their integration into electronic devices and circuits. In addition,
the formation of reliable electrical contacts with molecules gives
rise to additional difficulties. On the other hand, various
inorganic materials that are considered promising platforms for
future electronics and spintronics are generally nonchiral, and
hence these materials do not exhibit the CISS effect in their
natural forms. Some alternative approaches have been
investigated to bridge this gap. For example, it has been
reported that CISS can be induced in carbon nanotubes by
attaching chiral molecules on the tube walls.7−14 Several studies
on chiral inorganic crystals have also been reported.15−18

However, rational integration of chiral organic materials with

emerging advanced materials with promising electronic and
spintronic properties is expected to significantly expand the
application of CISS in the area of solid-state spintronics.
Therefore, the development of strategies that allow interesting
materials to be endowed with chirality in a simple and effective
way is a highly desired goal in this field.

Graphene, in its pristine form, is a particularly interesting 2D
material because of its unique band structure, high carrier
mobility, and ability to show various quantum transport
phenomena even at room temperature.19,20 From the viewpoint
of spintronics, room-temperature spin transport and micron-
scale spin relaxation length in pristine graphene layers have been
reported.21,22 Such features originate due to the weak intrinsic
spin−orbit interaction of graphene and the weak hyperfine
interaction of electron spin with carbon nuclei, which suppress
the spin relaxation mechanisms. On the other hand, it has been

Figure 1. (a−d) CD characterizations of the Fmoc-FF and functionalized SLG and MLG solutions. (e) TEM image of a pristine
(unfunctionalized) graphene flake. Arrow shows the straight edge of the flake. (f,g) TEM images of functionalized flakes. The arrows show the
curved flakes.
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reported that various chiral organic molecules can impart
chirality to various graphene derivatives such as graphene oxide
(GO) and reduced (or deoxygenated) graphene oxide (rGO)
via covalent as well as noncovalent interactions including
hydrophobic effect, π−π stacking, electrostatic effect, etc.23−30

In most cases, the chirality of the resultant hybrid materials
originates from the chirality of the attached moiety. These have
been classified as “configurational chirality” (originating from
small chiral molecules), “conformational chirality” (due to
helical polymers), or “hierarchical chirality” (due to chiral liquid
crystal structures).26 Reference 31 reported the synthesis of
chiral graphene quantum dots via functionalization with chiral
cysteine molecules. The molecules attach with the edges of the
graphene flakes and induce “structural chirality” in the form of
helical buckling of the flakes. Several application areas of chiral
graphene have been explored by the above studies, which
include chiral catalysis,27 chiral separation and recogni-
tion,25,28,29 enantioselective sensing,24,30 etc. Use of GO and
rGO in these studies is motivated by the fact that they are
amenable to chiral functionalization via chemical means, and
chiral graphene can be generated in large quantities via solution
processing, which is difficult to achieve using pristine graphene.
While electrical conductivity of rGO is significantly lower than
that of pristine graphene, it is still much more conductive than
pure organics and commonly finds applications in field-effect
transistors,32 chemical sensors,33 and conductive electrodes in
various devices.34

At the present stage, very little, if any, is known about the CISS
properties of these chiral graphene materials. A priori, the CISS
effect is expected to be weak due to the weak spin−orbit
interaction of graphene, even though rGO systems are
structurally distinct from pristine graphene layers, due to the
presence of defects in the form of carbon vacancies and adatoms
such as hydrogen and oxygen. In any case, if the CISS effect
exists in chiral rGO systems, it could potentially be used as a
detection mechanism for the above chiral separation, recog-
nition, and sensing applications.

In this work, we report the CISS effect in a thin graphene film,
which consists of rGO flakes noncovalently functionalized with
chiral supramolecular fibers made by the self-assembly of Fmoc-
FF (L/D). Graphene is covered by the hydrophobic peptide
fibers in which the aromatic rings of Fmoc-FF molecules bind
efficiently with the planar surface of graphene via the π-π
interaction. Control experiments are performed with Fmoc-GG
(Fmoc-diglycine) molecules, which are achiral. As described
below, the chiral molecules self-assemble in helical supra-
molecular structures along with the attached graphene and
induce the CISS effect in two-terminal magnetotransport
measurements. The role of graphene flake thickness has been
investigated by using single-layer graphene (SLG) and multi-
layer graphene (MLG) flakes (both in rGO form).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
Figure 1a shows the circular dichroism (CD) spectrum of the
chiral (Fmoc-FF L/D) solutions. Figure 1b,c show the CD
spectra of the SLG and MLG solutions, respectively, function-
alized with Fmoc FF L/D molecules. Figure 1d shows the CD
spectrum of the SLG and MLG solutions functionalized with
achiral (Fmoc-GG) control molecules. Corresponding HT
spectra are shown in Figure S2 (Supporting Information).

CD spectra of Fmoc-FF supramolecular fibers showed mirror
images for both enantiomers, indicating that the chirality of the
supramolecular aggregates is dictated by the intrinsic chirality of

the peptide. These aggregates show two characteristic Cotton
bands, one around 220 nm which corresponds to n−π*
transition of the amino acids and another band around 260−
270 nm which corresponds to the π−π* transition of the
fluorenyl groups and was previously justified as superhelical
arrangements of these peptides.35−37 This band determines the
supramolecular arrangement of these peptides and therefore is
the one related to the CISS effect.12,13

The self-assembly of Fmoc-FF in water is mainly mediated by
hydrophobic interactions between peptides. This process can be
triggered by different stimuli, and once the self-assembly is
promoted, the formation of fibers is highly favored.38 As such,
when solid particles are present in the media, they are engulfed
by the peptide fibers in formation, including them in the
supramolecular peptide structure and giving rise to hybrid
materials.11−14,39−41 This process favors a strong interaction
between the peptide fibers and the solid material that ends up
with its surface completely functionalized with the peptides.
Moreover, if the solid material is flexible, it can suffer
morphological alterations in its structure, the peptide fibers
acting as a template.42,43 In this process, the supramolecular
arrangement of the peptides can also be altered by the
interaction of the peptides with the solid particles, resulting in
some cases in an inversion of the supramolecular chirality, as
observed by changes in the sign of the Cotton bands in CD
spectra. We have previously observed this effect when the self-
assembly of Fmoc-FF in the presence of SWCNT (single-walled
carbon nanotubes) is triggered by Na2CO3 or GdL12 or in the
presence of CNTs of different diameters.14 In this case, we
observed the same effect upon passing from the peptide
solutions (Figure 1a) to the peptides containing SLG (Figure
1b). These samples show an inversion of the supramolecular
chirality of the peptides; the π−π* transition of the fluorenyl
groups has positive values for SLG-Fmoc-FF (L) and negative
ones for SLG-Fmoc-FF (D). However, this inversion of
supramolecular chirality is not observed when MLG is used
(Figure 1c). In this case, the sign of the CD for the hybrid MLG-
Fmoc-FF aggregates are preserved with respect to the Fmoc-FF
solutions. Finally, graphene flakes functionalized with achiral
Fmoc-GG show no CD as expected (Figure 1d).

TEM images of the SLG flakes are shown in Figure 1e−g.
Figure 1e shows a reference pristine graphene flake without any
functionalization. It is important to note that the pristine flake
appears flat, with sharp, straight edges. In contrast, the
functionalized (using Fmoc-FF D) flake shown in Figure 1f
appears to be curved, resembling a partially rolled structure.
Figure 1g shows the partially rolled functionalized graphene
flakes on a larger scale. As commented upon above, this
distortion is exerted by the peptide self-assembly process.

Raman spectra of raw and functionalized graphene flakes,
measured in ambient air with an excitation wavelength of 532
nm, are shown in Figure 2a. At lower wavenumbers (<2000
cm−1), the well-known D (∼1350 cm−1), G (∼1580 cm−1), and
D′ (∼1610 cm−1) peaks are present.44 While the strongest peak
in unfunctionalized (raw) SLG and MLG is the G peak, the D′
peak appears as the dominant peak in the functionalized
graphene samples. The appearance of the strong D′ peak after
functionalization indicates the presence of defects and structural
disorder. It should be noted that the D′ peak is relatively weak
and can be challenging to distinguish from background noise in
the raw samples; however, the presence of a strong D′ peak in
conjunction with the D and G peaks after functionalization
indicates lattice distortion. As commented upon above, this can
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arise from the self-assembly of the peptide molecules, which
inflicts strain on the attached SLG and MLG layers, as indicated
by the twisted and rolled layers of graphene in Figure 1f,g. In the
functionalized samples, we observe additional peaks at ∼1479
cm−1, which is associated with the functionalization-induced
structural changes and the vibrational modes of the functional
groups,45 and also at ∼1294 cm−1, which is related to the
oxygen-containing functional groups and carboxyl (−COOH)
groups.46 In addition, we observe weak Raman active bands such
as 2D (∼2710 cm−1) and D+G (∼2950 cm−1) at higher
wavenumbers. The presence of defects and disorders broadens

and weakens the 2D peak significantly, which is a characteristic
of rGO.47

A two-terminal planar CISS device is fabricated by placing a
slice of the gel described above between Au−Ni contacts. The
device is vacuum annealed to improve the electrical contacts as
well as to improve the connectivity between the individual chiral
flakes.48 A FESEM image of the final device is shown in Figure
2b. The “rolled-up” graphene structures discussed previously are
also visible in this image. The contact dimensions are chosen
such that the intrinsic resistance of the chiral graphene layer
dominates. As evident from the above fabrication process, the
graphene film is not homogeneous but is composed of multiple
graphene flakes, each of which is chiral. It is important to note
that the device is planar, and current is injected via the flakes that
are in contact with the metallic electrodes at the bottom.
However, since the flake size is smaller than the contact gap,
carriers need to transfer to the other overlapping flakes to
complete the current path. Thus, along with the primarily planar
component of charge flow, a small vertical “out-of-plane”
component is present, as well. This is shown schematically in
Figure 2c.

Figure 3a,b show the temperature-dependent current−
voltage (I−V) characteristics of the Fmoc-FF+SLG samples
with both chiralities, measured at zero magnetic field. The I−V
plots as well as the temperature-dependence of resistance of the
Fmoc-GG+SLG/MLG samples are shown in the Supporting
Information (Figure S3). The I−V characteristics have been
found to be nonlinear relative to bias and semiconducting in
terms of temperature dependence. Similar behavior has been
reported in the literature for monolayer49−51 as well as
multilayer rGO.52 In rGO, regions of highly conductive
graphene islands with delocalized states are separated from
each other via disordered regions or “barriers” with localized
states, and conduction is limited by the temperature activated
hopping mechanism through the localized states.49,50,52 In this
case, the attachment of chiral molecules is also responsible for
these barriers. As bias voltage is increased, electrons acquire
sufficient energy and percolate through the flakes via multiple
branches (field-assisted tunneling), which gives rise to the
nonlinear bias-dependence. It is to be noted that in the present
case, the graphene flakes are functionalized with chiral
molecules, which is expected to induce CISS during transport.

The temperature-dependent I−V response in rGO or
randomly distributed graphene islands is typically explained in
terms of the variable-range hopping (VRH) model,48−52 in
which resistance R scales with temperature T as follows:
R ∝ exp[(T0/T)p], where T0 is a parameter known as

“characteristic temperature” and p is a fractional exponent equal
to 1/(d + 1), where d is the dimensionality of the system. Figure
3a,b insets show logarithmic resistance (computed at 0.5 V) vs
1/T1/3. A linear dependence is found, which is consistent with
the 2D structures of the rGO flakes.

The temperature dependence of resistance is weaker in MLG
samples compared with the SLG samples (Figure S3). In the
case of MLG, only the surface layer is functionalized, whereas
the inner layers are not, and the transport occurs via both inner
layers and the surface layers. The unfunctionalized inner layers
offer fewer barriers and hence weaker temperature dependence
of resistivity for the MLG samples.

Figure 3c shows the magnetoresistance (MR) of Fmoc-GG
functionalized SLG flakes, contacted between Ni−Au electro-
des, with a magnetic field in the out-of-plane direction. It is to be
noted that theMR curve is symmetric, with R(+12 kG) = R(−12

Figure 2. (a) Raman characterization (532 nm) of SLG and MLG,
showing the relevant peaks before and after functionalization. (b)
FESEM image of a two-terminal device in which a chiral-
functionalized graphene layer is contacted by Au and Ni electrodes.
Applied magnetic field is out-of-plane. (c) Schematic of a typical
current path through the chiral graphene flakes, which have both in-
plane (primary) and out-of-plane (secondary) components.
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kG), as shown in the insets. A negative MR, defined as R(0) −
R(±12 kG)/R(±12 kG), of ∼15% is observed at 11 K for the
Fmoc-GG+SLG samples, which gradually weakens with
increasing temperature. As described above, the system is not
a weakly disordered metallic system, and hence the standard
weak-localization theory cannot be used to explain this negative
MR. However, even in the VRH regime, such negative MR has
been reported to appear, due to magnetic field driven carrier
delocalization.53

Figure 3d shows the MR of Fmoc-GG functionalized MLG
flakes. Unlike the SLG samples, a positive MR is observed with a
magnitude of ∼12% at low temperatures. As before, the MR is
symmetric, with R(+12 kG) = R(−12 kG), as shown in the
insets. Thicker MLG layers are analogous to graphite, which is
known to exhibit positive in-planeMR in the presence of an out-
of-plane magnetic field.54 This is presumably because transport
occurs via multiple layers, which offers significantly more carrier
pathways than SLG. In each path, the carriers experience
deflections due to magnetic field induced Lorentz force, which
tends to deviate the carriers, resulting in a positive MR.

In general, MLG samples show lower resistance values
compared with their SLG counterparts. We believe that the
availability of multiple inner current paths via the inner layers of
MLG causes lower resistance. The inner layers are not
functionalized as discussed above, and hence, they offer fewer
barriers, which lowers the overall resistance of theMLG samples.

Figure 4a,b show the MR responses of chiral functionalized
(using Fmoc-FF L/D) SLG and MLG samples, respectively.
The background negative (positive) MR is present for SLG
(MLG) samples. The new feature is an asymmetry in the MR
response, which depends on the chirality, as clarified in the
insets. For example, in the case of SLG samples (Figure 4a),
R(+12 kG) <

> R (−12 kG) for L and D chirality, respectively. For

MLG samples, as shown in Figure 4b, this dependence is
reversed, for example, R(+12 kG)<>R (−12 kG) for L and D
chirality, respectively.

Such chirality-dependent MR asymmetry can be explained by
invoking the standard CISS phenomenology.2 The electrons
traveling through chiral (L/D) functionalized graphene flakes
acquire a chirality-dependent spin polarization (up/down),
which is either transmitted or blocked depending on the
magnetization of the Ni spin detector, resulting in a chirality
dependent asymmetry in the MR. Opposite chiralities induce
opposite spin polarizations, and hence, the MR asymmetry is
reversed for L and D chiralities. It is to be noted that in our
experiments we have kept the magnetic field perpendicular to
the sample plane and hence perpendicular to the planar current
paths. This ensures that the results are minimally influenced by
any electromagnetochiral effect.55 Observation of a CISS signal
in such a transverse configuration also confirms the existence of
transverse spin components perpendicular to the current path.
This has been reported before in functionalized carbon
nanotubes13 and is true for functionalized graphene as well.
For ideal helical systems, the net transverse spin component is
expected to be zero.56 However, in reality, the direction of spin
depends on various factors such as electron energy or the details
of the chiral medium and its coupling with the electrodes.56

These can result in nonzero transverse spin polarizations.
The opposite MR asymmetries of the SLG and MLG samples

correlate with their respective chiralities, as discussed earlier in
Figure 1b,c. The symmetric MR response from the Fmoc-GG
functionalized samples shown in Figure 3c,d also correlates with
the null CD result in Figure 1d. This is a clear indication that the
supramolecular chirality associated with the peptide fibers is
efficiently transferred to the conductive material.12,14 Even
though the details about the mechanism of chiral induction are

Figure 3. (a,b)Main image: Current−voltage (I−V) characterization of Fmoc-FF L/D functionalized SLG samples. Insets: Fitting with the VRH
model. (c,d) Main image: MR characterization of SLG and MLG samples, respectively, functionalized with achiral Fmoc-GG molecules. The
insets show the symmetry of the MR response. Resistance values are measured at 0.5 V.
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not fully known, it is worth noting that simple CD measure-
ments of supramolecular aggregates gave predictable informa-
tion about the asymmetry in the MR responses. Consequently,
achiral fibers with null CD resulted in no spin selection.
Although a correlation between the CISS effect and the sign and
magnitude of the CD of the conductive material has been
suggested in earlier reports,57−59 the present result shows that
the CD signal of the chiral inductor could also infer the CISS
response of the composite material.

Since the role of the chiral molecules is to introduce an
asymmetry in the MR response, we isolate this contribution by

computing the odd component of the MR function, defined as
RAsym(B) = [R(B) − R(−B)]/2, shown in Figure 4c,d. Likewise,
the CISS-independent background symmetric MR is quantified
by the even component of the MR function: RSym(B) = [R(B) +
R(−B)]/2, as plotted in the insets of Figure 4c,d. Themagnitude
of this CISS-independent symmetric component is defined as
δSym = |RSym(0 kG) − RSym(±12 kG)|. Similarly, the strength of
the CISS-dependent asymmetric component is computed as
δAsym = RAsym(+ 12 kG) − RAsym(−12 kG), and the CISS signal is
represented as δAsym/δSym × 100%.

Figure 4. (a,b) Main images: MR responses of Fmoc-FF L/D functionalized SLG and MLG samples, respectively. The insets show the
asymmetry of the MR responses. Resistance values are measured at 0.5 V. (c, d) Odd (main image) and even (insets) components of the MR
response. (e, f) CISS signal as a function of temperature for both types of samples.
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Figure 4e and f summarize the δAsym/δSym responses for SLG
and MLG samples, respectively, showing their temperature
dependence. The CISS signal has been found to decrease with
increasing temperature. While this is in contrast with the
molecular systems, such temperature dependence is often
observed in solid-state CISS devices.60 We also observe that
the δAsym/δSym values of the MLG samples are generally lower
than those of the SLG samples under the same conditions. This
is expected, because, as discussed above, transport in MLG
occurs via multiple inner layers, and these layers are less affected
by the chiral molecules, which are attached on the surface layers.
We measured four different SLG samples and nine different
MLG samples. For the SLG samples, since the signal was
stronger, we typically measured each device two or three times at
a given temperature and bias. For the MLG samples, since the
signal was weaker, we typically measured each device five or six
times. The signals are reproducible, and the error bars shown in
Figure 4e,f are derived from all of the above scans, i.e., including
different devices as well as multiple scans on the same device. In
Figure S4 (Supporting Information), we have added data
obtained from a different set of samples, showing the
reproducibility and variability of these results.

A self-consistent theoretical model of the CISS effect
currently does not exist, and it is a subject of significant research
activity.1 It is generally thought that spin−orbit interaction,
along with spatial inversion asymmetry (due to the chiral
structure) and time inversion asymmetry (due to the external
magnetic field), are the necessary components for observation of
this phenomenon.1 Spin−orbit interaction of pristine graphene
is weak, due to the low atomic number of carbon,61 and hence
the observation of the CISS effect discussed above is somewhat
surprising. However, in the present case, there are several factors
that may mitigate this effect:

(a) First, it has been reported by theoretical calculations that
curved graphene layers have an additional spin−orbit term that
arises due to the mixing of σ and π bands due to local
curvature.61 Such curvature-induced spin−orbit interaction is
estimated to be an order-of-magnitude stronger than the
intrinsic spin−orbit coupling.61 In our case, on the molecular
level, the chiral entities form a helical supramolecular structure.
As discussed above, the chiral molecules are strongly attached to
the graphene layers via π−π interactions. Hence, when these
molecules self-assemble to form superhelical structures, so do
the graphene layers attached to them (so-called “conformational
chirality”), whichmakes the graphene layers curved, and this can
enhance the spin−orbit coupling. The TEM images in Figure
1f,g and the FESEM image in Figure 2b indicate that the
graphene layers are indeed curved. We also note that due to the
relatively higher structural rigidity of MLG samples compared to
SLG, such an effect is expected to be weaker in MLG, which is
consistent with the observation of weaker CISS signals from
MLG samples.

(b) Second, and perhaps more importantly, the system under
consideration is rGO, instead of pristine graphene. Due to the
synthesis mechanism of rGO, there exist impurity atoms (such
as hydrogen) on the graphene lattice.22,62 Such impurities can
cause local lattice distortion via sp3 hybridization, which can
significantly enhance the local spin−orbit interaction.63,64

According to some studies, such enhanced spin−orbit
interactions can approach values comparable to those in zinc-
blende semiconductors.63 Such spin−orbit enhancements are
presumably responsible for the CISS signal in rGO, even though
it is not expected in pristine, impurity-free graphene. We note

that such adatom-induced enhancement of the spin−orbit
interaction is responsible for small spin relaxation times in
graphene.65

Apart from the above factors that enhance the spin−orbit
coupling in rGO, we note that there are several sources of
magnetic defects, as well. The hydrogen adatoms discussed
above can give rise to local magnetic moments.66 Carbon
vacancies, which typically arise during GO synthesis and its
thermal exfoliation reduction, are well-known magnetic
defects.22,62,67 Such local magnetic interactions can also
contribute to the observed CISS effect.

Figure 5 shows the differential current signal ΔI, computed as
I(+12 kG) − I(−12 kG) as a function of the applied voltage bias.

In a two-terminal measurement geometry with only one
magnetic contact, as shown in Figure 2b and c, ΔI is expected
to be zero according toOnsager’s reciprocity principle, at least in
the linear region.68 As seen from Figure 5, ΔI approaches zero as
voltage bias approaches zero, i.e., as the device enters the linear
region of operation. The current differential ΔI due to the CISS
effect increases with bias and manifests in the nonlinear region of
transport in the present measurement geometry. This result is
consistent with that observed recently in CNT based CISS
devices.13 The CISS signal saturates around ∼0.5 V, and hence,
the MR curves discussed in Figures 3 and 4 have been acquired
at this optimum bias value.

Figure 5. Bias dependence of ΔI, computed as I(+12 kG) − I(−12
kG), for Fmoc-FF L/D functionalized samples. The current
difference approaches zero as the bias is reduced (approaching the
linear range), consistent with Onsager’s reciprocity principle.
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CONCLUSION
Graphene is a promising 2D material for emerging electronic
and spintronic devices; however, its compatibility with the CISS
effect was never explored before. In fact, weak spin−orbit
interaction of graphene makes the occurrence of CISS unlikely
in this material. Nevertheless, in this work, we demonstrated that
the CISS effect manifests in rGO flakes functionalized by chiral
dipeptide molecules. The chiral molecules organize in supra-
molecular structures, resulting in a “conformational chirality” of
the attached graphene flakes. This introduces a curvature in the
graphene flakes, as shown by the microscopic images discussed
in this paper. Such curvatures as well as impurities in rGO can
enhance the spin−orbit interaction and result in the CISS signal.
The simple and straightforward methodology described in this
work can be used to induce chirality and CISS properties in a
multitude of easily accessible advanced 2D conductive materials,
vastly expanding device design opportunities and associated
applications. The observed CISS signal correlates with the
supramolecular chirality of the medium, emphasizing the
importance of “global chirality” as opposed to “local chirality”
in the CISS phenomenon.6,12,14

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Materials. The molecular structures of Fmoc-FF and Fmoc-GG are

shown in Figure S1 (Supporting Information). As purchased SLG
samples (Alfa Chemistry, CAS No.: 7782−42−5), prepared by thermal
exfoliation reduction and hydrogen reduction of graphite oxide (GO),
consist of one to five atomic layers of graphene with a typical flake size
of ∼0.5−5μm. The oxygen content is estimated to be ∼7−7.5%. The
MLG samples were procured from TCI Europe (product code: G0442,
CAS No.: 1034343−98−0) and are 6−8 nm thick nanoplatelets with a
width of ∼15 μm. No exfoliation step has been employed for the MLG
samples; hence, it is expected that the chiral functionalization
(described below) occurs only on the surface, whereas the inner layers
remain impervious to it. This allows an investigation of the effect of
sample thickness on the observed behavior.

N-Fluorenylmethoxycarbonyl-L-diphenylalanine (Fmoc-FF(L)) and
N-fluorenylmethoxycarbonyl-D-diphenylalanine (Fmoc-FF (D)) were
purchased from LifeTein, USA. N-Fluoroenylmethoxycarbonyl-digly-
cine (Fmoc-GG) was purchased from Fluorochem, UK. All Fmoc-
peptides were used without further purification.
Sample Preparation. To obtain the Fmoc-peptides + SLG/MLG

composites, basic solutions of Fmoc-FF (L/D) and Fmoc-GGwere first
prepared. Fmoc-FF (L/D) and Fmoc-GG peptides were weighed
separately into a vial, and deionized water was added to obtain a final
concentration of 10 mM. The suspension was sonicated (HSt
Powersonic 405 ultrasonic bath) for 1 h. Then, a NaOH solution
(0.5 M) was added dropwise until a clear solution was obtained (pH =
10.7). The pH was measured using a HACH sensor PH 3 pH meter.
The pH meter was calibrated using pH 4, pH 7, and pH 10 buffer
solutions.

To prepare the graphene flake peptide solution (SLG or MLG), 0.7
mg of each graphene flake was separately weighed in a vial tube. The
graphene flakes were suspended in 1 mL of a basic aqueous solution of
Fmoc-FF (L/D) or Fmoc-GG (prepared above). The suspension was
sonicated for 2.5 h in a cold ultrasonic bath and then centrifuged for 5
min at 10 000 rpm (Sigma 1−14 centrifuge). Finally, the supernatant
was carefully collected.

Final hydrogels were obtained using GdL (glucono-δ-lactone) as a
gelling agent for the Fmoc-FF + SLG/MLG composite solutions by
adding 2 mol equiv of GdL and mixing by vortexing.12 Fmoc-GG +
SLG/MLGhydrogels were obtained usingNa2CO3 as a gelling agent by
adding a final concentration of 25 mM sodium carbonate and mixed by
vortexing.11

Sample Characterization. The CD spectra were recorded using a
Jasco J-815 spectropolarimeter with a xenon lamp of 150 W. The
samples were measured into a 0.1 mm quartz cell (Hellma 0.1 mm

quartz Suprasils), and the spectra were obtained from 200 to 350 nm
with a 1 nm step and 1 s integration time per step at 20 °C.
Measurements were performed with a 1:1 dilution ratio of peptide basic
solutions or composite solutions in MiliQ water to keep sample
absorbance below 2.

Raman spectra of commercial graphene flakes were collected on a
Raman microscope NRS-5100 (JASCO, Japan) equipped with a Peltier
cooled charge-coupled device (CCD) (1064 × 256 pixels) detector.
The excitation line, provided by a diode laser emitting at 532 nm, was
focused on the surface of the sample through a 100× objective lens. The
spectral resolution was 2.1 cm−1, and each spectrum resulted from the
average of three acquisitions, with 50 s of accumulation each. The
samples were deposited on glass slides directly from the bottle and
crushed to form a thin film.

For TEM, the samples were sonicated for 10 min and then drop cast
onto a TEMCu grid, coated with lacey carbon film. After 24 h drying in
a normal atmosphere, the grid was mounted on the JEM-ARM200cf S/
TEM, to obtain the TEM images.
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